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 PREFACE 

 

 OFTEN TIMES THE ABORIGINAL POPULATION REPRESENTED BY THE NEW 

BRUNSWICK ABORIGINAL PEOPLES COUNCIL ENDS UP BEING THE "FORGOTTEN 

ABORIGINAL PEOPLE" OF THE PROVINCE.  HISTORICALLY THIS HAS MEANT 

THAT FOR OFF RESERVE STATUS INDIANS, NON STATUS INDIANS AND MÉTIS 

PEOPLE WHO ARE DIRECT DESCENDANTS FROM THE MIC MAC AND MALISEET 

NATIONS, THEIR CONCERNS, INTERESTS AND RIGHTS HAVE OFTEN TIMES BEEN 

EITHER IGNORED OR SIMPLY FORGOTTEN.  ON THEIR BEHALF AND BEHALF OF 

THE MANY NON-TERRITORIAL ABORIGINAL PEOPLE WHO HAVE CHOSEN TO MAKE 

NEW BRUNSWICK THEIR HOME, SUCH AS THE CREE, OJIBWAY, SAULTEAUX, 

MOHAWK, SALISH, INUIT, AND THE MANY OTHER TRIBAL PEOPLE WHO LIVE 

IN OUR LANDS, NBAPC WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON 

ABORIGINAL PEOPLE, IN PARTICULARLY THE INTERVENOR'S PARTICIPATION 

PROGRAM FOR PROVIDING US WITH THE NECESSARY RESOURCES TO ALLOW US 

AS AN ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY OF INTEREST, THE OPPORTUNITY TO CONSULT 

WITH OUR PEOPLE AND OBTAIN THEIR THOUGHTS, VIEWS, IDEAS AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SOLUTIONS TO THE NUMEROUS PROBLEMS THAT WE FACE 

AS ABORIGINAL PEOPLE OF NEW BRUNSWICK AND INDEED ALL ACROSS CANADA. 

 

 THIS REPORT REFLECTS AND HIGHLIGHTS WHAT WE HEARD FROM THE 

MEMBERSHIP OF THE COUNCIL WHO ATTENDED ONE OF TWO REGIONALLY SPONSORED 

WORKSHOP SESSIONS HELD IN BATHURST AND SAINT JOHN, NEW BRUNSWICK, 

DURING THE EARLY PART OF THE MONTH OF JULY.  THESE  
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SAME INDIVIDUALS ATTENDED THE PROVINCIAL CONFERENCE HELD IN 

FREDERICTON ON JULY 17 AND 18 AND HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO ADD TO, 

ADJUST OR CORRECT ANY OF THE DRAFT FINDINGS THAT HAD BEEN PREPARED 

BY THE PROJECT CO-ORDINATOR AND ADVISOR.  TO THESE  INDIVIDUALS WHO 

TOOK THE TIME OUR OF THEIR LIVES TO PARTICIPATE AND WHO SO ELOQUENTLY 

TOLD US YOUR STORIES, YOU HISTORY AND YOUR PERSONAL PROBLEMS, WE 

WOULD LIKE TO OFFER YOU OUR HEARTFELT THANKS.  HOPEFULLY THE DREAMS 

AND VISIONS THAT EACH OF YOU HOLD FOR THE FUTURE OF OUR PEOPLE HAS 

BEEN ADEQUATELY ADDRESSED AND REFLECTED IN THIS REPORT. 

 

 IT IS OUR SINCERE HOPE THAT THIS REPORT AND ITS FINDINGS SHALL 

CONTRIBUTE IN A MEANINGFUL FASHION TO THE DIALOGUE THAT HAS BEEN 

STARTED BY THE ROYAL COMMISSION, BOTH INTERNALLY AMONGST ABORIGINAL 

PEOPLE AND EXTERNALLY BETWEEN ABORIGINAL SOCIETY AND THE CANADIAN 

PUBLIC. 

 

 AS WELL IT IS OUR SINCERE HOPE THAT OUR RECOMMENDATIONS CAN 

PROVIDE USEFUL MEANS BY WHICH SOLUTIONS CAN BE FOUND TO THE FOUR 

TOUCHSTONES FOR CHANGE THAT THE ROYAL COMMISSION IS SO EAGERLY  

SEEKING. 
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 INTRODUCTION 

 

 THIS REPORT REPRESENTS THE COMPLETION OF SEVERAL MONTHS OF 

RESEARCH, CONSULTATIONS, MEETINGS, WORKSHOPS, DRAFT REPORTS, 

REDRAFTS AND FINAL COPY.  IT HOPEFULLY HAS CAPTURED THE ESSENCE OF 

THE MESSAGE THAT OFF RESERVE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE OF NEW BRUNSWICK WISH 

TO SEND TO THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON ABORIGINAL PEOPLE.  WE HAVE BEEN 

TOLD THIS MESSAGE HAS BEEN COMMUNICATED TO SUCCESSIVE GOVERNMENTS 

FOR THE BETTER PART OF THE PAST TWO DECADES, BUT IT IS OBVIOUS IT 

HAS NOT BEEN HEARD.  THE ESSENCE OF THIS MESSAGE IS SIMPLY THAT, 

GOVERNMENTS MUST RECOGNIZE WHO WE ARE AND ALLOW US ACCESS TO THOSE 

RIGHTS THAT ARE OURS BY WAY OF BIRTH AND BY INHERITANCE-- OUR 

ABORIGINAL AND TREATY RIGHTS. 

 

 IN 1972 WHEN THE COUNCIL WAS BORN AS THE NEW BRUNSWICK 

ASSOCIATION OF NON STATUS INDIANS MUCH CONCERN AND EFFORT WAS PLACED 

UPON FINDING MEANS BY WHICH TO DEAL WITH THE DEPLORABLE SOCIAL AND 

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS THAT OUR PEOPLE FACED.  HOWEVER, AT THE SAME 

TIME OUR PEOPLE WERE ADAMANT THAT ONE OF THE FOUNDING PRINCIPALS 

OF OUR MOVEMENT WOULD BE, (TO WORK TOWARDS A REAFFIRMATION OF OUR 

ABORIGINAL AND TREATY RIGHTS).  OVER THE PAST TWENTY YEARS NBAPC 

HAS BEEN EXTREMELY SUCCESSFUL IN DEVELOPING AND DELIVERING SOCIAL 

ECONOMIC PROGRAMS TO ITS PEOPLE AND WHILE WE HAVE BEEN PARTIALLY 

SUCCESSFUL IN OBTAINING REAFFIRMATION OF OUR RIGHTS THROUGH BILL 

C-31, AN ACT TO AMEND 

 .../6 



 

 - 6 - 

THE INDIAN ACT IN 1985; AND THROUGH THE CONSTITUTIONAL ENTRENCHMENT 

OF SECTION 35.1 AND 2 IN THE 1982 CONSTITUTIONAL ACT, MUCH STILL 

REMAINS TO BE DONE IN ORDER TO ASSURE FULL AND EQUAL ACCESS TO THOSE 

BIRTH RIGHTS AND RIGHTS ASSURED TO US BY OUR ANCESTORS WHO SIGNED 

PRE-CONFEDERATION TREATIES THAT PROTECTED AND PROMISED TO ALL THEIR 

HEIRS AND NATURAL DESCENDANTS, ALL THEIR FORMER RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS 

NOT CEDED TO THE CROWN.  THIS REPORT FOLLOWS THE TRADITION OF NBAPC 

ESTABLISHED BY PAST ADMINISTRATION, THAT IS TO COMMENT ON GOVERNMENT 

POLICY AS IT RELATES TO ABORIGINAL PEOPLE AND TO PROMOTE THE 

PHILOSOPHICAL PROPORTION THAT WE, MIC MAC AND MALISEET PEOPLE ARE 

EQUAL WHETHER MALE OR FEMALE OR WHEREVER THEY LIVE.  WE ARE PLEASED 

TO HAVE PRODUCED THIS REPORT AND ADD IT TO OUR LIBRARY WHERE IT SHALL 

BE PROUDLY OCCUPY A PLACE OF HIGH REGARD BESIDE, "OUR LAND THE 

MARITIMES" AND "BROKEN PROMISES", TWO PUBLICATIONS THAT THE COUNCIL 

HAS PRODUCED IN RESPECT TO ABORIGINAL PEOPLE AND THEIR RIGHTS.  

KEEPING FAITH WITH LONG HELD POSITIONS OF NBAPC THIS REPORT ONCE 

AGAIN CALLS FOR: 

 -A RECOGNITION OF OUR SPECIAL STATUS AS DESCENDANTS OF THE 

ORIGINAL PEOPLES OF THIS TERRITORY. 

 -A JUST SETTLEMENT OF LONG OUTSTANDING LAND CLAIM. I.E. NEW 

BRUNSWICK BE NEGOTIATED. 

 -THAT ALL ABORIGINAL PEOPLE WHO ARE DESCENDANTS OF THE ORIGINAL 

PEOPLES OF CANADA BE TREATED EQUALLY AND ASSURED ACCESS 

TO THEIR ANCESTRAL TREATY AND ABORIGINAL RIGHTS. .../7 
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 CHAPTER I 

 THE MEANING OF ABORIGINAL SELF GOVERNMENT 

 FOR OFF RESERVE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE 

 

 

 THE QUESTION AS TO WHETHER THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE NEW BRUNSWICK 

ABORIGINAL PEOPLES COUNCIL FELT THAT ABORIGINAL SELF GOVERNMENT 

SHOULD EXIST FOR THEM AS A GROUP OF ABORIGINAL PEOPLE LIVING OFF 

RESERVE WAS MET WITH A LOUD, CLEAR AND UNEQUIVOCAL AFFIRMATIVE 

RESPONSE.  DELEGATES COVERING THE SPECTRUM OF YOUTH, ELDERS, MEN, 

WOMEN, STATUS, NON-STATUS, BILL C-31, MIC-MAC, MALISEET AND 

NON-TERRITORIAL BASED ABORIGINAL PEOPLES (CREE, OJIBWAY, SAULTEAUX, 

SALISH), ALL FELT VERY STRONGLY THAT NOT ONLY DID THEY HAVE AN 

"INHERENT RIGHT" TO SELF DETERMINATION AS A PEOPLE, BUT THAT SOLUTIONS 

TO THE NUMEROUS AND SERIOUS PROBLEMS THAT THE DESCENDANTS OF THE 

FIRST PEOPLE OF NEW BRUNSWICK FACE CAN INDEED ONLY BE HEALED, 

RESOLVED, AND ADDRESSED THROUGH RECOGNITION OF THIS RIGHT.  

FURTHERMORE, THE PEOPLE CLEARLY STATED THAT THEY WANTED THE FEDERAL 

AND PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS TO RECOGNIZE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE AS A 3RD 

ORDER OF GOVERNMENT AND AS A POLITICAL UNIT WITH THE RIGHT TO DETERMINE 

FOR THEMSELVES THEIR COLLECTIVE FUTURE.  THE DELEGATES WERE ADAMANT 

THAT BANDS AS CONSTITUTED UNDER THE INDIAN ACT DO NOT REPRESENT THEIR 

INTERESTS, NOR DOES THE FEDERAL OR PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS. 
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 AS TO THE SUBJECT OF WHAT FORM ABORIGINAL SELF GOVERNMENT SHOULD 

TAKE, THE DELEGATES AFTER REVIEWING SEVERAL MODELS, CAME TO THE 

CONCLUSION THAT THEY REQUIRED AN INTEGRATIONIST FORM OF SELF 

GOVERNMENT THAT WAS COMPRISED OF SEVERAL LEVELS OR TIERS.  AS TRIBAL 

PEOPLES (MIC MAC AND MALISEET), THE DELEGATES CALLED FOR AN 

INSTITUTION OF SELF DETERMINATION THAT WOULD RID THEMSELVES AND THEIR 

DESCENDANTS OF THE DIVISIONS AND ARTIFICIAL BARRIERS CREATED AND 

IMPOSED UPON ABORIGINAL PEOPLES BY THE INDIAN ACT.  SEVERAL DELEGATES 

ARGUED FOR AN ABOLISHMENT OF THIS LEGISLATION AND ITS REPLACEMENT 

BY A TRIBAL REFORM ACT OR TRIBAL CONSTITUTION.  THIS THEY FELT WOULD 

RESTORE  THE TRIBAL UNIT AS THE UPPER LEVEL OR 1ST TIER OF SELF 

GOVERNMENT.  THE TRIBAL GOVERNMENT WOULD MAKE ALL DECISIONS 

RESPECTING ISSUES EFFECTING ABORIGINAL PEOPLES, WHETHER THEY LIVED 

ON OR OFF RESERVE AND WOULD BE EMPOWERED TO HANDLE ASPECTS SUCH AS 

LAND CLAIMS, ABORIGINAL AND TREATY RIGHTS, MEMBERSHIP, HEALTH CARE, 

EDUCATION, HISTORY, CULTURE, LANGUAGE, AND SPIRITUALITY. 

 

 IT WAS FELT THAT A TRUE TRIBAL INSTITUTION OF SELF GOVERNMENT 

WOULD ASSURE EQUALITY OF THE SEXES, ACCOUNTABILITY TO THE PEOPLE, 

AND PROVIDE FOR A DEGREE OF RECOGNITION OF OUR SOVEREIGNTY, THEREBY 

ENABLING ABORIGINAL PEOPLE AND OTHER NON-ABORIGINAL CITIZENS TO 

CO-EXIST. 
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 ON THE SECOND LEVEL OF SELF GOVERNMENT IT WAS RECOGNIZED THAT 

INSTITUTIONS THAT PROVIDE SERVICES SUCH AS HOUSING, ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE, JOB TRAINING, ALCOHOL AND DRUG COUNSELLING, 

FAMILY SERVICES, SOCIAL ASSISTANCE ETC.., WOULD BE REQUIRED FOR BOTH 

"ON" AND "OFF" RESERVE PEOPLES.  IT WAS RECOGNIZED THAT DUE TO PLACE 

OF RESIDENCY OF THE INDIVIDUAL THE TYPE OF ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE MAY 

BE DIFFERENT, BUT DELEGATES WERE ADAMANT THAT WHILE THEY COULD ACCEPT 

SOME DIFFERENCES BASED UPON NEED CRITERIA, THEY COULD NOT ACCEPT 

DENIAL BASED SOLELY UPON PLACE OF RESIDENCY OR SOME OTHER ARTIFICIALLY 

IMPOSED BARRIER. 

 

 THE THIRD LEVEL OR TIER OF SELF GOVERNMENT THAT DELEGATES FELT 

IS REQUIRED IN ORDER TO ASSURE A MEANINGFUL INSTITUTION OF SELF 

GOVERNMENT WAS A GUARANTEED RIGHT TO ELECT OR SELECT ABORIGINAL 

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT AND MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.  THIS 

ELEMENT WAS FELT TO BE AN EXTREMELY CRITICAL ONE IN ORDER TO PROMOTE 

CROSS CULTURAL AWARENESS AND AN UNDERSTANDING OF OUR PEOPLE; TO 

PROTECT OUR ABORIGINAL AND TREATY RIGHTS AND TO ASSURE THAT LAWS 

WHICH HAVE HAD AND CONTINUE TO HAVE  IMPACT ON OUR PEOPLE AND OUR 

RIGHTS ARE APPROPRIATE AND RESPECTFUL OF OUR UNIQUE STATUS AS 

ABORIGINAL PEOPLES.  
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 IT WAS SUGGESTED THAT THIS INTEGRATIONIST INSTITUTION OF SELF 

GOVERNMENT WOULD ENABLE ALL ABORIGINAL PEOPLE TO HAVE ONE FORM OF 

SELF GOVERNMENT THAT WOULD SERVE TO REPRESENT THEIR INTERESTS AS 

A PEOPLE, WOULD ASSURE ACCESS TO RIGHTS WHETHER THEY LIVED ON OR 

OFF RESERVE, WOULD PROMOTE UNITY AMONGST OUR PEOPLE AND WOULD PROVIDE 

ALL THE NEEDED FUNCTIONS AND SERVICES REQUIRED BY THE COLLECTIVE. 

 

 AS TO HOW ABORIGINAL SELF GOVERNMENT WOULD BE FINANCED, THE 

DELEGATES AGREED THAT TAXATION WAS AN UNAVOIDABLE SUBJECT THAT THEY 

HAD TO DEAL WITH.  SINCE MANY OF THESE PEOPLE ALREADY PAY PERSONAL 

INCOME TAXES AND HAVE ALWAYS PAID IT, THEY SAID THAT WHAT THEY WOULD 

LIKE TO SEE IS THE ABILITY FOR THEM TO DEDICATE A PORTION OF THEIR 

TAX DOLLARS TO ABORIGINAL SELF GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS.   AS WELL 

CORPORATION TAXES AND BUSINESS TAXES SHOULD BE CHARGED TO BUSINESSES 

THAT ARE BASED ON AND DO WORK ON ABORIGINAL LANDS.  ALSO, DELEGATES 

FELT THAT IN ORDER TO ADEQUATELY FINANCE SELF GOVERNMENT WE MUST 

PROCEED AND PRESS FOR A RESOLUTION TO THE EXISTING ABORIGINAL LAND 

CLAIM FOR THE PROVINCE.  THIS THEY FELT WOULD PROVIDE SUFFICIENT 

RESOURCES IN THE FORM OF MONEY AND LAND BASE TO ENABLE A SELF 

SUFFICIENT FORM OF SELF GOVERNMENT TO BECOME A REALITY. 
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 AS WELL, DELEGATES MADE MENTION OF THE TRADITIONAL FINANCING 

METHODS OF GAMING, BINGO AND FUNDRAISING AS POSSIBLE MEANS TO GENERATE 

CAPITAL FOR SELF GOVERNMENT.  THE DELEGATES ALSO CONSIDERED TOPICS 

SUCH AS TRANSFER PAYMENTS AND EQUALIZATION FUNDING, SIMILAR TO WHAT 

THE PROVINCES RECEIVE.  SEVERAL DELEGATES MADE THE SUGGESTION THAT 

AN ABORIGINAL ROYALTY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS AN ENVIRONMENT TAX. 

 THIS WOULD BE CHARGED FOR ALL NATURAL RESOURCES EXTRACTED FROM 

PROVINCIAL LANDS AND WOULD GO INTO AN ABORIGINAL SELF GOVERNMENT 

FUND. 

 

 ON THE QUESTION OF EXTINGUISHMENT OF TITLE WHICH HAS OFTEN TIMES 

BEEN THE MAJOR STUMBLING BLOCK PREVENTING THE RESOLUTION OF LAND 

CLAIMS, DELEGATES LOOKED AT THE SUGGESTION OF AN ABORIGINAL REAL 

ESTATE TAX.  THIS CONCEPT WAS BASED UPON FINDING A SOLUTION TO THE 

OPPOSING VIEW POINTS THAT TITLE CAN NOT BE EXTINGUISHED AND THE VIEW 

THAT NON ABORIGINAL PEOPLE MUST BE ASSURED GOOD CLEAR TITLE.  UNDER 

THIS CONCEPT, AN ANNUAL FEE COULD BE LEVIED AGAINST ALL PROPERTY 

HELD BY PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS AND CORPORATIONS IN THE PROVINCE OR A 

FEE COULD BE INCLUDED AT THE TIME OF SALE OF PROPERTY.  ALL REVENUES 

GENERATED WOULD GO INTO AN ABORIGINAL SELF GOVERNMENT FUND. 
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 AS CAN BE SEEN, DELEGATES NOT ONLY FELT THAT THEY HAD A RIGHT 

TO SELF GOVERNMENT BUT THEY FELT THAT THIS RIGHT NEEDED TO BE EXPRESSED 

IN TERMS OF CO-EXISTENCE AND SHARING OF THE RESOURCES AND INSTITUTIONS 

OF THIS LAND. 
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 CHAPTER II 

 AN EXPLORATION OF CURRENT POLICIES RELATING TO 

 LAND BASES 

 

 IN ANY DISCUSSION OF ABORIGINAL SELF GOVERNMENT, THE SUBJECT 

OF LAND OR LAND BASE NATURALLY RISES TO THE SURFACE.  IN THIS REGARD, 

THE DELEGATES WHO ATTENDED THE WORKSHOPS AND PROVINCIAL CONFERENCE 

LOOKED AT THIS SUBJECT BEGINNING WITH AN EXPLORATION OF THE CURRENT 

POLICIES RELATING TO LAND BASES PRESENTLY USED IN CANADA.  THIS MEANT 

THAT DELEGATES REVIEWED THE SPECIFIC, COMPREHENSIVE, AND TREATY LAND 

ENTITLEMENT POLICIES OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.  AS WELL, DELEGATES 

LOOKED INTO THE HISTORICAL AND LEGAL RELATIONSHIP THAT 

PRE-CONFEDERATION TREATIES HAVE IN RESPECT TO THE QUESTION OF LAND 

BASE. 

 

 BASED UPON THIS REVIEW DELEGATES CONCLUDED, THAT FIRSTLY 

INSUFFICIENT LAND PRESENTLY EXISTS FOR THE USE AND BENEFIT OF 

ABORIGINAL PEOPLE IN NEW BRUNSWICK.  ALSO, DELEGATES STATED THAT 

FOR THE MOST PART, ANY ABORIGINAL LANDS ARE RESERVE LANDS AND OFF 

RESERVE PEOPLE ARE FOR THE MOST PART DENIED ACCESS TO THESE LANDS. 

 HOWEVER, DELEGATES STRONGLY FELT THAT IN NEW BRUNSWICK, SUFFICIENT 

CROWN LAND EXISTS TO ENABLE ADDITIONAL LANDS TO BE SET ASIDE FOR 

THE USE AND BENEFIT OF ALL ABORIGINAL PEOPLES, WHETHER THEY ARE 

STATUS, NON-STATUS OR MÉTIS OR WHETHER THEY LIVE ON OR OFF RESERVE. 
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 RESPECTING METHODS BY WHICH ABORIGINAL PEOPLE COULD ACQUIRE  

ADDITIONAL LANDS, DELEGATES FELT THAT WE SHOULD PURSUE A 

COMPREHENSIVE LAND CLAIM BASED UPON THE EXISTING ABORIGINAL TITLE 

OR INTEREST THAT WE HAVE IN THE LAND, OR THROUGH PURSUIT OF LAND 

PROVISIONS INCLUDED IN PRE-CONFEDERATION TREATIES, SUCH AS THE TREATY 

OF 1725 AND ITS PROMISE FOR A LAND CLAIMS COMMISSION. 

 

 ONE OTHER POSSIBLE SUGGESTION OFFERED AS A POTENTIAL SOLUTION 

TO ENABLE US TO ACQUIRE ADDITIONAL LANDS FOR OUR USE AND BENEFIT, 

WAS THE CONCEPT OF A "LAND ACQUISITION FUND".  USING THIS CONCEPT, 

THE FEDERAL AND PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS WOULD PROVIDE THE ABORIGINAL 

PEOPLE WITH ACCESS TO INTEREST EARNED FROM AN ABORIGINAL LAND 

ACQUISITION TRUST.  THIS FUND WOULD BE PROVIDED BY THE FEDERAL AND 

PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS OVER A 10 YEAR PERIOD OF TIME.  USING THIS 

PERPETUAL FUND, ABORIGINAL GROUPS COULD DRAW DOWN ANNUAL ALLOCATIONS 

OF MONEY TO ACQUIRE LAND FOR ABORIGINAL PURPOSES AND FOR SELF 

GOVERNMENT.  SUCH LANDS ACQUIRED WOULD BE SET ASIDE FOR ABORIGINAL 

USE AND WOULD NOT BE TAXABLE EXCEPT BY ABORIGINAL INSTITUTIONS OF 

SELF GOVERNMENT. 

 

 IN REGARDS TO LAND USAGE, THE DELEGATES FELT THAT LANDS MUST 

BE DESIGNATED FOR DIFFERENT USES.  SOME WOULD BE FOR SETTLEMENT;  

STILL OTHERS WOULD BE USED SOLELY FOR HUNTING, FISHING, TRAPPING; 

 OTHERS FOR CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL WELL BEING OF THE COLLECTIVE  

 .../15 
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AND FOR THE INDIVIDUAL.  IT WAS STRONGLY SUGGESTED THAT THE ABILITY 

TO USE AND BENEFIT FROM LANDS SET ASIDE FOR ABORIGINAL PEOPLE MUST 

NOT BE MADE CONTINGENT UPON RESIDENCY OR SOME OTHER ARTIFICIAL 

DEFINITION, SUCH AS STATUS OR REGISTRATION.  ALL MEMBERS OF THE 

NATION OR SELF GOVERNMENT HAVE THE INHERENT RIGHT TO USE AND BENEFIT 

FROM THE LAND AND ITS RESOURCES. 

 

 WHILE THE DELEGATES RECOGNIZED THE RIGHT OF THE INDIVIDUAL, 

THEY PLACE STRONGER RECOGNITION UPON THE RIGHTS OF THE COLLECTIVE 

AND FELT THAT LANDS FOR THE MOST PART, MUST BE HELD AND ACQUIRED 

FOR THE COLLECTIVE AND FOR THE USE AND BENEFIT OF FUTURE GENERATIONS. 

 

 HOWEVER, THERE WAS A SUGGESTION THAT INDIVIDUAL USE AND 

OWNERSHIP COULD BE ALLOWED, AS LONG AS IT NEVER ENABLES LANDS TO 

BE DISPOSED OF OR USED OUTSIDE THE COLLECTIVE INTERESTS. 

 

 DELEGATES STRONGLY FELT THAT LANDS NOT ONLY COULD, BUT INDEED 

SHOULD, BE USED FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.  BUT AGAIN, THE INTEREST 

OF THE COLLECTIVE MUST OUTWEIGH THOSE OF THE INDIVIDUAL. 

 

 RESPECTING SHARING AND USE OF ABORIGINAL LANDS BY NON-ABORIGINAL 

PEOPLE, TWO POINTS WHERE RAISED.  FIRSTLY, THIS QUESTION REALLY WAS 

DEPENDENT UPON HAVING A SUFFICIENT LAND BASE.  .../16 
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 IT WAS GENERALLY FELT, THAT IF SUFFICIENT LAND WAS UNDER OUR CONTROL, 

ABORIGINAL PEOPLE WOULD CERTAINLY ALLOW FOR SUSTAINABLE USE AND 

DEVELOPMENT BY NON-ABORIGINAL PEOPLE.  INDEED, IT WAS STRONGLY 

PROPOSED THAT SUFFICIENT ABORIGINAL LAND UNDER CONTROL OF ABORIGINAL 

SELF GOVERNMENT WOULD ASSURE THE GENERATION OF WEALTH FROM RECEIVING 

TAXATION, FEES AND ROYALTIES FROM NON-ABORIGINAL USAGE. 

 

 THE SECOND POINT IS A CONTINUATION OF THE EXTINGUISHMENT 

ARGUMENT.  IT WAS STRONGLY FELT THAT THE LAND IS OURS AND WE ALREADY 

ARE SHARING IT WITH NON-ABORIGINAL PEOPLE.  AS IN CHAPTER 1, 

DELEGATES FELT THAT A POSSIBLE SOLUTION TO THIS CONFRONTATIONAL 

PHILOSOPHY WOULD BE SOME SORT OF ABORIGINAL REAL ESTATE TAX OR FEE. 

 

 IN CONCLUSION, THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE NEW BRUNSWICK ABORIGINAL 

PEOPLES COUNCIL FELT STRONGLY THAT AN EXPANDED LAND BASE WAS A 

NECESSARY REQUIREMENT FOR SELF GOVERNMENT.  THIS WOULD ENABLE 

ABORIGINAL PEOPLE TO HAVE SUFFICIENT LAND AND THEREFORE RESOURCES 

TO HAVE SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.  DELEGATES WERE NOT 

OPPOSED TO LOOKING INTO NEW ALTERNATIVES OTHER THAN THE TRADITIONAL 

ONES PRESENTLY AVAILABLE, SUCH AS SPECIFIC AND COMPREHENSIVE CLAIMS 

OR TREATY LAND ENTITLEMENT POLICIES, TO ENABLE THIS TO OCCUR. 
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 CHAPTER III 

 THE MEANING OF TREATIES AND TREATY RIGHTS FOR OFF

 -RESERVE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE IN NEW BRUNSWICK 

 



 

 PRE-CONFEDERATION TREATIES FOR THE MOST PART OF THE PAST 126 

YEAR HISTORY OF CANADA HAVE BEEN MISUNDERSTOOD, MISINTERPRETED, 

TRIVIALIZED, AND SIMPLY IGNORED BY THE FEDERAL AND PROVINCIAL 

GOVERNMENTS.  WHILE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE HAVE MAINTAINED A VERY STRONG 

SPIRITUAL ATTACHMENT TO THE SYMBOLIC NATURE AND MEANING OF THESE 

DOCUMENTS, THEY FOR THE MOST PART HAVE BEEN DENIED ACCESS TO THE 

RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS ASSURED TO THEM AND THEIR DESCENDANTS BY 

SUCCESSIVE FEDERAL AND PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT POLICY AND LEGISLATION. 

  

 

 AS A RESULT OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL PROCESS WHICH BEGAN IN THE 

1980'S, ABORIGINAL PEOPLE AND GROUPS IN EASTERN CANADA BEGAN TO ASSERT 

THEIR TREATY RIGHTS.  ON NOVEMBER 21, 1985, THE SUPREME COURT OF 

CANADA HELD THAT THE, "TREATY OF 1752, WAS OF AS MUCH FORCE AND EFFECT 

TODAY AS IT WAS AT THE TIME IS WAS CONCLUDED".  SUBSEQUENT COURT 

VICTORIES NOT ONLY UPHELD THE VALIDITY OF PRE-CONFEDERATION TREATIES 

AND THE RIGHTS THAT THEY PROTECTED BUT BEGAN TO SERVE AS A RE-EDUCATION 

PROGRAM FOR OUR PEOPLE AND INDEED FOR THE JUDICIAL PROCESS AND THE 

AVERAGE CANADIAN.  THE SPARROW CASE OF MAY 31, 1990 AND THE NEW 

BRUNSWICK ABORIGINAL 
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PEOPLES COUNCIL'S OWN COURT VICTORY IN THE FOWLER DECISION OF FEBRUARY 

19, 1993, UPHELD OUR POSITION THAT SECTION 35 OF THE CONSTITUTION 



ACT 1982, NOT ONLY PROTECTS UNEXTINGUISHED ABORIGINAL AND TREATY 

RIGHTS IN A CONTEMPORARY FORM BUT THAT THESE RIGHTS APPLY TO OFF 

RESERVE, NON-STATUS AND MÉTIS DESCENDANTS OF TREATY OR AS JUDGE 

CLENDENING HELD,  "NON-REGISTRATION IS NOT TO BE EQUATED WITH 

NON-ENTITLEMENT". 

 

 WITH THIS KNOWLEDGE AS THE BASIS FOR DISCUSSIONS ON TREATY AND 

TREATY RIGHTS, IT SHOULD COME AS NO SURPRISE, THAT THE REPRESENTATIVES 

FROM THE COUNCIL'S LOCALS WHERE ADAMANT THAT GOVERNMENT POLICY AND 

LEGISLATION WHICH HAS NOT AS YET KEPT PACE WITH THE COURT VICTORIES 

OF OUR PEOPLE, MUST IMMEDIATELY AND URGENTLY BEGIN TO REFLECT THESE 

VICTORIES AND BEGIN TO ADEQUATELY ADDRESS THE MANY ISSUES THAT ARE 

CONSTITUTIONALLY PROTECTED RIGHTS OF ALL THE NATURAL DESCENDANTS 

AND HEIRS OF THE ORIGINAL SIGNATORIES TO PRE-CONFEDERATION TREATIES. 

 

 DELEGATES FELT THAT THEIR RIGHTS TO HUNTING, FISHING, TRAPPING 

AND BENEFIT FROM THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF THEIR HUNTING GROUNDS MUST 

BE RECOGNIZED AND PROTECTED IN A CONTEMPORARY FASHION.  THIS WOULD 

MEAN THAT PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT POLICY AND LEGISLATION MUST BE 

RE-WRITTEN TO REFLECT THE LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL STANDING THAT 

OUR PEOPLE AND THEIR RIGHTS HAVE. 
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 WHILE THE MEMBERSHIP WAS OUTSPOKEN IN REGARDS TO THEIR RIGHTS 

AND IN HAVING ACCESS TO THEIR RIGHTS, THEY WERE COGNIZANT THAT THEY 



HAD AN OBLIGATION TO PROTECT THE INTEREST OF FUTURE GENERATIONS.  

INDEED, DELEGATES STATED THAT WE MUST PROTECT THE RIGHTS OF THE 7TH 

GENERATION AND IN ORDER TO DO THIS, DELEGATES STATED THAT THEIR 

RIGHTS, IF THEY ARE TO BE LIMITED, MUST BE FOR CONSERVATION REASONS 

ONLY.  AS WELL THEY STRONGLY FELT THAT THE COLLECTIVE INTEREST AND 

THE RIGHT OF THE COLLECTIVE MUST TAKE PRIORITY OVER THAT OF THE 

INDIVIDUAL.  TO PREVENT THE CURRENT TOP DOWN APPROACH WHICH HAS 

ENABLED LEADERS TO MAKE DEALS RESPECTING THEIR RIGHTS, DELEGATES 

FELT THAT DECISIONS RELATING TO THEIR RIGHTS COULD ONLY BE MADE IF 

A PROCESS WAS CREATED THAT ASSURES A COLLECTIVE CONSULTATIVE AND 

RATIFICATION PROCESS. 

 

 IN REGARDS TO CONTEMPORIZING AND COMING UP WITH A MODERN TREATY 

AND TREATY RIGHTS, DELEGATES WERE EXTREMELY CAUTIOUS.  THEY FELT 

THAT TREATIES AND THEIR RIGHTS THAT HAVE  STOOD THE TEST OF TIME 

AND RECENT COURT CHALLENGES SHOULD NOT BE TAMPERED WITH.  THEY 

WORRIED THAT THESE RIGHTS COULD BE LOST TO US AND FUTURE GENERATIONS 

BY HAVING LEADERS ENTERING INTO,  "NEW TREATY TALKS". 

 

 HOWEVER, THEY DID NOT COMPLETELY SHUT THE DOOR TO A NEW TREATY 

CONCEPT AND STATED THAT TALKS COULD OCCUR, BUT AGAIN ONLY 
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IF A COLLECTIVE CONSULTATION AND RATIFICATION PROCESS WAS ASSURED.  

 

 IT WAS FURTHER SUGGESTED THAT IT MAY BE WISE TO HAVE TREATY 



DELEGATES CHOSEN DIRECTLY BY THE PEOPLE TO REPRESENT AND NEGOTIATE 

ANY NEW TREATY IF THIS WAS TO OCCUR IN THE FUTURE. 

 

 IN REGARDS TO THE SCOPE OF RIGHTS INCLUDED IN THE TREATIES, 

THE EDUCATIONAL LEVEL OF THE PEOPLE IS FAIRLY HIGH.  WHILE THEY COULD 

NOT QUOTE WORD FOR WORD TEXT OF THE TREATIES, THEY KNEW THAT THESE 

TREATIES PROTECTED AND ASSURED TO THEM AND THEIR FUTURE GENERATIONS, 

RIGHTS TO HUNTING, FISHING, AND TRAPPING; TO COMMERCIAL BENEFIT FROM 

THEIR HARVESTING RIGHTS; TO EDUCATIONAL BENEFITS; HEALTH BENEFITS 

AND TO SELF DETERMINATION OR SELF GOVERNMENT. 

 

 THE DELEGATES FELT THAT THEY, AS NON-STATUS, MÉTIS AND BILL 

C-31 INDIVIDUALS, WHO HAD FOR YEARS BEEN DENIED ACCESS TO CERTAIN 

RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS, THAT PRIORITY SHOULD BE GIVEN TO LOOKING INTO 

A COMPENSATION PACKAGE AS ONE MEANS TO ADDRESS THEIR HISTORIC DENIAL. 

 MANY FELT THAT THIS COMPENSATION COULD COME TO THE COLLECTIVE WHILE 

SOME OTHERS FELT IT WAS OWED TO INDIVIDUALS. 

 

 IN CONCLUSION, THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE COUNCIL WAS ADAMANT THAT 

TREATIES AND TREATY RIGHTS BELONG TO ALL THE HEIRS AND 
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NATURAL DESCENDANTS OF THE TREATIES.  FURTHERMORE, THEY FELT THAT 

TREATY RIGHTS WERE BOTH INDIVIDUAL, IN THAT ALL HAD THE RIGHT TO 

BENEFIT FROM THEM AND COLLECTIVE IN THAT THE TRIBAL NATION WAS THE 

ONLY ONE ABLE TO PROTECT OR RESTRICT.  AS WELL, IT WAS MADE ABUNDANTLY 



CLEAR THAT STATUS OR REGISTRATION UNDER THE INDIAN ACT WAS NOT SEEN 

AS BEING A REQUIREMENT FOR ONE TO ACCESS THE INDIVIDUAL RIGHT TO 

BENEFIT OR TO PARTICIPATE IN THE COLLECTIVE DECISION MAKING PROCESS. 
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 CHAPTER IV 

 THE ROLES, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND POLICY OF THE 

 DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS AND THE "INDIAN 

 ACT", AS THEY RELATE TO OFF RESERVE 

 ABORIGINAL PEOPLE. 



 

 SINCE THE MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE NEW BRUNSWICK 

ABORIGINAL PEOPLES COUNCIL ARE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE WHO EITHER FALL 

INTO THE BILL C-31 GROUP; THE NON-TERRITORIAL STATUS INDIAN GROUP 

(CREES, OJIBWAY, ETC..); OR THE MÉTIS, NON STATUS INDIAN GROUP, THAT 

IS ABORIGINAL PEOPLE WHO CAN NOT REGISTER UNDER CURRENT PROVISIONS 

OF THE INDIAN ACT; IT SHOULD COME AS NO SURPRISE THAT ONE OF THE 

FIRST AND VERY STRONGLY HELD OPINIONS TAKEN BY OUR MEMBERS,  IN 

RESPECT TO THE FIDUCIARY OBLIGATION OF THE CROWN, WAS THAT THIS SHOULD 

BE EXTENDED TO ALL ABORIGINAL PEOPLE WHETHER THEY ARE STATUS, 

NON-STATUS, MÉTIS, WHETHER THEY ARE NON-TERRITORIAL BASED, OR WHETHER 

THEY LIVE ON OR OFF RESERVE.  INDEED, THE MEMBERSHIP GENERALLY HELD 

THE POINT OF VIEW THAT NO ARTIFICIAL BOUNDARIES OR DIVISIONS SHOULD 

BE ALLOWED TO NEGATIVELY IMPACT UPON AN ABORIGINAL PERSON BEING ABLE 

TO EXERCISE OR ACCESS THEIR RIGHTS, WHICH ARE THEIRS BY BIRTH OR 

AS ONE PARTICIPANT NOTED, "WE DON'T DECIDE WHO IS ABORIGINAL, WE 

ARE BORN THAT WAY". 
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 THE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES THAT GENERALLY ARE SEEN AS BEING 

FIDUCIARY RESPONSIBILITIES ARE: EDUCATION, HEALTH, HOUSING, SOCIAL 

SERVICES, AND THE PROTECTION AND PROMOTION OF ABORIGINAL AND TREATY 

RIGHTS, SUCH AS HUNTING, FISHING, AND TRAPPING. 



 

 PARTICIPANTS FELT STRONGLY THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE ACCESS TO THESE 

SERVICES AND REJECTED ANY NOTION THAT IN ORDER TO ACCESS THESE 

BENEFITS THAT THEY NEEDED TO RESIDE ON RESERVE.  ONE ASPECT OF THIS 

WAS THE COMMENTS MADE RESPECTING THE RECENT IMPOSITION OF THE 

PROVINCIAL SALES TAX ON OFF RESERVE STATUS INDIANS FOR THE FIRST 

TIME SINCE 1982. THIS WAS SEEN AS YET ANOTHER ATTEMPT TO DIVIDE OUR 

PEOPLE AND A DELIBERATE ATTEMPT TO FORCE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE TO LIVE 

ON RESERVE TO ACCESS THEIR RIGHTS. 

 

 IN REGARDS TO WHO SHOULD ULTIMATELY BE VESTED WITH THE FIDUCIARY 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR OFF RESERVE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE, THE MEMBERSHIP 

WAS DIVIDED, INITIALLY SAYING THAT, "ALL OF US SHOULD BE REPRESENTED 

BY THE BANDS". THIS STATEMENT WAS GENERALLY MODIFIED INTO STATEMENTS 

THAT SAID, "WE SHOULD HAVE OUR OWN FORM OF SELF GOVERNMENT", OR "ANYONE 

AS LONG AS IT IS NOT THE CHIEFS" TELLING TALES OF THE LACK OF FAITH 

AND ABUSES OF POWER THAT EXIST AT THE BAND LEVEL IN MOST RESERVES 

IN NEW BRUNSWICK. 
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 SEVERAL WORKSHOPS CONCLUDED THAT FOR OFF RESERVE PEOPLE, THE 

FEDERAL AND PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS HAVE CONTINUALLY PASSED THE BUCK 

WHEN IT COMES TO RESPONSIBILITY.  SINCE N.B.A.P.C. HAS SHOWN THE 



LEADERSHIP AND CONCERN FOR OFF RESERVE ABORIGINAL PEOPLES AND THEIR 

RIGHTS OVER THE PAST 20 YEARS,  WHETHER THEY BE STATUS, NON-STATUS, 

MÉTIS OR OUT OF PROVINCE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE, THE MEMBERS FELT THAT 

THE COUNCIL SHOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR OFF RESERVE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE 

IN NEW BRUNSWICK. 

 

 IT WAS THE GENERAL CONCLUSION OF DELEGATES THAT THE INDIAN ACT 

HAS NOT SERVED OFF RESERVE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE WELL.  IT WAS NOTED 

THAT THROUGH THE INDIAN ACT, MANY OF OUR PEOPLE WHO TODAY ARE STATUS 

INDIANS, CONTINUE TO BE DISCRIMINATED AGAINST AND THE IMAGINARY 

BOUNDARIES AROUND RESERVES CONTINUES TO DIVIDE FAMILIES AND IS USED 

TO DENY ACCESS TO MOST PROGRAMS, SERVICES AND EVEN RIGHTS.  AN EXAMPLE 

USED TO CLARIFY THIS STATEMENT IS THE FACT THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF 

FISHERIES AND OCEANS HAS ENTERED IN FISHING AGREEMENTS WITH SOME 

BANDS.  UNDER THESE AGREEMENTS, THE ELECTORS OF BANDS, WHO IN THE 

MAJORITY OF INSTANCES ARE RESTRICTED TO ON RESERVE BAND MEMBERS, 

HAVE PASSED REFERENDUMS OR BAND BY-LAWS THAT HAVE HAD THE EFFECT 

OF DENYING NOT ONLY A DEMOCRATIC SAY IN RESPECT TO FISHERY PROGRAMS 

TO OFF RESERVE MEMBERS BUT ACCESS TO THE FISHERIES.  THIS SITUATION 

HAS LEAD TO THE RECOMMENDATION THAT A MORATORIUM BE PUT IN PLACE 

ON ANY 
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AGREEMENTS MADE BY BANDS AS CONSTITUTED UNDER THE INDIAN ACT.  ONE 

GROUP WENT SO FAR AS TO SAY THAT, "THE INDIAN ACT SHOULD BE ABOLISHED". 

 SUCH AN ABOLISHMENT WOULD REQUIRE A GUARANTEE THAT SERVICES WOULD 



CONTINUE UNTIL THE NECESSARY ADJUSTMENTS ARE MADE TO ENABLE 

ABORIGINAL PEOPLE AND THEIR SELF GOVERNING UNITS TO TAKE ON THE 

FIDUCIARY RESPONSIBILITY. 

 

 SEVERAL OTHER PROGRAMS OR SERVICES WERE OF PARTICULAR INTEREST 

AND OR CONCERN TO OFF RESERVE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY THOSE 

WHO ARE STATUS INDIANS.  EDUCATION WAS ONE WHICH WAS A MAJOR PRIORITY 

ITEM ON NEARLY EVERYONE'S LIST. 

 

 IT WAS STATED THAT EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE SHOULD BE A RIGHT 

FOR ABORIGINAL PEOPLE AND THAT THE HIGH LEVELS OF SOCIAL ASSISTANCE 

AND UNEMPLOYMENT AMONGST ABORIGINAL PEOPLE REQUIRES BETTER ACCESS 

TO EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES AND JOB TRAINING.  AS WELL, GREAT 

EMPHASIS WAS PLACED ON THE NEED FOR IMPROVEMENT OF THE EDUCATION 

SYSTEM FOR ABORIGINAL PEOPLE BY PROVIDING BETTER AND MORE 

COUNSELLING, NATIVE ORIENTED CURRICULUMS, ABORIGINAL LANGUAGES, AND 

BY HAVING ABORIGINAL CULTURES TAUGHT IN SCHOOLS.  THE DELEGATES MADE 

IT VERY CLEAR THAT THEY WANTED HIGH STANDARDS OF EDUCATION FOR 

ABORIGINAL PEOPLE, NOT SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND SERVICES 

THAT OFTEN TIMES IN THE PAST HAVE HAD LOW STANDARDS. 
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 SPECIAL EMPHASIS WAS PLACED ON EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES TO 

LEARN LANGUAGES, TRADITIONS, AND CULTURES SO AS TO ASSURE THE FUTURE 

WELL BEING AND SURVIVAL OF ABORIGINAL PEOPLE. 
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 CHAPTER V 

 SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, POLITICAL, 



 EDUCATIONAL, CULTURAL AND JUDICIAL ISSUES OF 

 CONCERN TO OFF-RESERVE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE 

 IN NEW BRUNSWICK 

 

 TIME AND TIME AGAIN OVER THE PAST DECADE, STUDY AFTER STUDY 

HAS CONCLUDED THAT THE HISTORICAL INJUSTICES PERPETUATED AGAINST 

THE FIRST PEOPLE OF CANADA IS BY FAR THE MOST GLARING AND TARNISHING 

BLEMISH ON CANADA'S REPUTATION, BOTH DOMESTICALLY AND 

INTERNATIONALLY.  EACH OF THESE STUDIES HAS REPORTED ON THE 

DEPLORABLE ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABORIGINAL PEOPLE FACE.  

UNEMPLOYMENT LEVELS TWICE THAT OF OTHER CANADIANS; THOSE WHO ARE 

EMPLOYED ARE CONCENTRATED IN LOW PAYING, LOW SKILL JOBS; INCOME LEVELS 

ARE LESS THAT  2/3'S THAT OF OTHER CANADIANS.  IT IS NO WONDER THAT 

THEIR ECONOMIC PLIGHT HAS TAKEN SERIOUS AND INEVITABLE TOLLS ON THEIR 

SOCIAL CONDITIONS.  ANGERED BY THE CONTINUOUS DENIAL BY GOVERNMENTS 

OF BOTH THEIR ABORIGINAL AND TREATY RIGHTS AND THEIR HUMAN RIGHTS, 

IT IS NO WONDER THAT ABORIGINAL PEOPLE HAVE HIGH RATES OF FAMILY 

VIOLENCE AND ABUSE, DISPROPORTIONATE MEMBERS OF PEOPLE WHO DROP OUT 

OF SCHOOL, WHO ARE IN PRISON OR JAILS, WHO SUFFER BAD HEALTH, WHO 

HAVE ALCOHOLIC OR SUBSTANCE ABUSE PATTERNS, DIE YOUNG OR DO NOT LIVE 

TO ENJOY THEIR OLD AGE OR OUT OF SHEAR FRUSTRATION COMMIT SUICIDE 

AT THE 
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RATE OF NEARLY 4 TO 1 IN COMPARISON TO OTHER CANADIANS.  AS A RESULT, 

MOST CANADIANS NOW APPEAR READY AND ANXIOUS TO MAKE AMENDS FOR THE 

PAST AND MAKE NEW ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN THEMSELVES AND ABORIGINAL 

PEOPLE.  HOPEFULLY, THE POSITIVE STEPS MADE OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS 

THROUGH CONSTITUTIONAL DISCUSSIONS SHALL LEAD TO ACTION ON THEIR 

PROBLEMS. 

 

 FOR THE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE OF THE COUNCIL MUCH CONCERN WAS 

EXPRESSED IN REGARDS TO THE ISSUE OF RACISM AND THE ALIENATION THAT 

THEY FEEL EXISTS IN NEW BRUNSWICK.  THIS RACISM HAS DENIED THEM 

EMPLOYMENT AND OR EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES.  MANY FELT THAT 

OFFICIAL BILINGUALISM HAS DIRECTLY AND NEGATIVELY IMPACTED ON THEM 

AND SOME EVEN FELT, THAT MANY ENGLISH AND FRENCH CITIZENS IN NEW 

BRUNSWICK HARBOURED PETTY JEALOUSIES TOWARD ABORIGINAL SOCIETY.  

IN ORDER TO ADDRESS THIS THE DELEGATES FELT THAT THE SOLUTION TO 

THEIR PROBLEM LIES IN MORE EDUCATION OF THE GENERAL SOCIETY ABOUT 

ABORIGINAL PEOPLES, THEIR RIGHTS AND CULTURES.  IT WAS SUGGESTED 

THAT MORE TRAINING IN SCHOOLS, CROSS CULTURAL AWARENESS TRAINING, 

AND CULTURAL EXCHANGES ARE NEEDED TO ALLEVIATE RACISM AND 

DISCRIMINATION.  PARTICULAR CONCERNS WERE EXPRESSED IN REGARDS TO 

OFF RESERVE ABORIGINAL PEOPLES AND THE FACT THAT THEY OFTEN TIMES 

ARE NOT CONSULTED WITH, OR INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE DEVELOPMENT 

OF POLICY OR PROGRAMS WHICH ARE DEVELOPED TO DEAL WITH RACISM OR 

DISCRIMINATION.  THIS HAS LEAD 
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TO A PERPETUATION OF THE MYTH THAT ALL ABORIGINAL PEOPLE RESIDE ON 

RESERVE, PAY NO TAXES, ARE ALL UNEMPLOYED, HAVE NO EDUCATION OR JOB 

SKILLS.  IT WAS FELT THAT THROUGH USING OFF RESERVE PEOPLE AND THEIR 

ORGANIZATIONS MANY OF THESE MYTHS CAN BE BROKEN DOWN, THEREBY ENABLING 

A TRUE REFLECTION OF THE CROSS SECTION OF ABORIGINAL SOCIETY TO BE 

SHOWN TO CANADIANS. 

 

 ALSO, DELEGATES FELT THAT MANY OF THE SOCIAL ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 

THAT THEY FACE REQUIRE SPECIAL OR AFFIRMATIVE ACTION. THEY SUGGESTED 

MORE AND BETTER JOB TRAINING PROGRAMS WITH EMPHASIS TOWARD ON THE 

JOB TRAINING AND MORE OPPORTUNITY FOR ABORIGINAL PEOPLE TO WORK IN 

SENIOR GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AS ADVISORS TO MINISTERS, MLA'S, AND 

MP'S.  ULTIMATELY, THEY SUPPORTED THE IDEA OF GREATER SELF 

DETERMINATION FOR THEMSELVES AS A SPECIAL PEOPLE AND WANTED A GREATER 

SAY AND CONTROL IN RESPECT TO EITHER PROGRAMS, SERVICES AND OR MONIES 

SPENT ON THEIR BEHALF.  PARTICULAR CONCERN WAS EXPRESSED REGARDING 

BANDS ACQUIRING PROGRAM DOLLARS ON A PER CAPITA BASIS AND THEIR BEING 

DENIED ACCESS TO THESE SERVICES BY RESIDENCY OR DISTANCE FROM THEIR 

RESERVES. 

 

 EDUCATION WAS SEEN AS A MAJOR MEANS TO IMPROVE THE LIVES OF 

ABORIGINAL PEOPLE AND DELEGATES EXPRESSED DEEP CONCERN OVER THE 

CURRENT TREND TOWARDS BAND ADMINISTRATION OF EDUCATIONAL FUNDING. 
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ALSO, MEMBERS EXPRESSED GREAT CONCERN THAT MANY TEACHING POSITIONS 

THAT HAVE BEEN DESIGNATED FOR ABORIGINAL TEACHERS GO UNFILLED.  IT 

WAS STATED THAT THIS IS IN LARGE PART, DUE TO THE FACT THAT THESE 

POSITIONS ARE IN SCHOOLS OFF RESERVE AND THAT STATUS INDIANS LIVING 

ON RESERVE ARE HESITANT TO ACCEPT THESE POSITIONS BECAUSE OF THE 

TAX IMPLICATIONS.  AS WELL, NBAPC MEMBERS STATED THAT OFF RESERVE 

ABORIGINAL PEOPLE FOR THE MOST PART ARE NOT MADE AWARE OF THESE 

POSITIONS AND THEY STRONGLY SUGGESTED THAT AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 

PROGRAM BETWEEN OFF RESERVE ORGANIZATIONS AND THE DEPARTMENT OF 

EDUCATION SHOULD BE DEVELOPED TO ASSIST IN FINDING ABORIGINAL 

TEACHERS TO FILL THESE DESIGNATED ABORIGINAL TEACHING POSITIONS. 

 

 IN RESPECT TO TURNING OVER EDUCATION TO BANDS, DELEGATES 

GENERALLY CALLED FOR AN INDEPENDENT BODY TO ADMINISTER THESE FUNDS 

FOR OFF RESERVE PEOPLE. 

 

 IN RESPECT TO EXISTENCE OR THE CONTINUED EXISTENCE OF ABORIGINAL 

CULTURES IN CANADA, THE DELEGATES STRONGLY FELT THAT IN ORDER TO 

RETAIN OUR UNIQUE CULTURE WE HAD TO ASSURE THAT WE TOOK ADVANTAGE 

OF ALL THE OPPORTUNITIES THAT ARE OPEN TO US.  ONLY BY HAVING A HEALTHY 

AND VIBRANTLY STRONG KNOWLEDGE AND PRIDE IN ONESELF, CAN YOU HAVE 

THE ABILITY TO PRESERVE ONE'S CULTURE.  IT WAS STATED THAT ABORIGINAL 

CULTURAL CAN EXIST IN A DOMINANT SOCIETY, BUT IN ORDER TO DO SO, 

WE MUST UNDERGO HEALING OF 
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OURSELVES AND OUR NATIONS.  THE ROLE OF ELDERS WAS CONTINUOUSLY 

RAISED BY DELEGATES IN EACH WORKSHOP AND IT WAS RECOMMENDED TIME 

AND TIME AGAIN THAT THEY MUST ONCE AGAIN, TAKE THEIR PROPER PLACE 

OF HIGH RESPECT IN OUR SOCIETIES.  THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF TRADITIONS, 

CULTURE, LANGUAGES AND CEREMONIES ARE INTERCONNECTED TO OUR ABILITY 

TO HEAL OURSELVES. 

 

 IN RESPECT TO JUSTICE ISSUES, OFF RESERVE DELEGATES FELT THAT 

THEY FACED A DIFFICULT UPHILL FIGHT IN ORDER TO EFFECT CHANGE.  IT 

WAS STATED THAT CHANGES FOR ON RESERVE PEOPLE THAT WOULD ENABLE 

ABORIGINAL VALUES TO BE INTERWOVEN INTO THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM COULD 

BE EASILY ADOPTED, BUT FOR OFF RESERVE PEOPLE, THE IMPACT OF THE 

DOMINANT SOCIETY, RACISM AND DISCRIMINATION WOULD MAKE IT MORE 

DIFFICULT.  HOWEVER, DELEGATES FELT THAT THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM SHOULD 

BE AND MUST BE MODIFIED TO ENABLE ABORIGINAL VALUES TO BE INTEGRATED 

INTO IT.  IT WAS SUGGESTED THAT THE OPTION BE GIVEN TO ABORIGINAL 

OFFENDERS TO USE A TRADITION OBJECT SUCH AS EAGLE FEATHER, TALKING 

STICK, ETC.., AS OFFICIAL SWEARING IN PROCESS. IT WAS STRONGLY 

URGED THAT THE TRADITIONAL PRACTISE OF RESTITUTION TO THE VICTIM 

BY THE OFFENDER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN THE JUDICIAL PROCESS, AS WELL 

AS THE ROLE OF ELDERS AND FAMILY IN JUSTICE MATTERS.  IT WAS SUGGESTED 

THAT INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS BE SENTENCED TO DO MEANINGFUL COMMUNITY 

WORK AND THAT A PENAL TAX BE LEVIED AGAINST OFFENDERS TO PAY FOR 

THEIR MAINTENANCE IN JAILS AND PRISONS. 
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 IN CONCLUSION, IT WAS FELT THAT MANY OF THE PROBLEMS FACED BY 

ABORIGINAL PEOPLE AND OUR SOCIETIES ARE SYMPTOMS OF DEEPER PROBLEMS 

SUCH AS, LOSS OF SELF ESTEEM AND RESPECT OF THE INDIVIDUAL AND OUR 

NATIONS.  HEALING OF BOTH THE INDIVIDUAL AND COLLECTIVE MUST OCCUR 

AT THE SAME TIME, IF WE ARE TO ALLEVIATE THE DEPENDENCY OF OUR PEOPLE. 

 DELEGATES FELT THAT SELF DETERMINATION WAS NEEDED IN ORDER TO ALLOW 

FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL WELL BEING 

OF OUR NATIONS. 
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 CHAPTER VI 

 ISSUES OF SPECIAL CONCERN TO ABORIGINAL YOUTH, 

 WOMEN AND ELDERS 

 

 WHENEVER ONE LOOKS AT ABORIGINAL SOCIETY AND THE CONCERNS THAT 

WE HAVE AS A GROUP OF PEOPLE, THE ISSUES OF PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE 

AND SIGNIFICANCE TO YOUTH, WOMEN AND ELDERS ARE MORE THAN FREQUENTLY 

RAISED.  WHILE ABORIGINAL SOCIETY HAS TENDED TO HAVE BEEN A MALE 

DOMINANT ONE SINCE THE IMPOSITION OF THE INDIAN ACT, IT SHOULD COME 

AS NO SURPRISE, THAT THESE GROUPS OF ABORIGINAL PEOPLE CONTINUE TO 

PRESS FOR A RECOGNITION OF AND AFFIRMATIVE ACTION ON THOSE ISSUES 

THAT DIRECTLY EFFECT THEM. 

 

 FOR ABORIGINAL YOUTH WHO ARE THE LARGEST AND FASTEST GROWING 

GROUP IN ABORIGINAL SOCIETY IN CANADA, BETTER THAN 60% OF THE TOTAL 

ABORIGINAL POPULATION BEING BELOW 25 YEARS OF AGE, A CRISIS OF 

ENORMOUS PROPORTION LOOMS ON THE HORIZON.  WHILE THE CONCERNS OF 

ABORIGINAL YOUTH TEND TO MIRROR FOR THE MOST PART THAT OF THEIR PARENTS 

AND ARE REFLECTED IN THE SERIOUS SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC STATISTICS THAT 

REVEAL HIGH DROP OUT RATES, LIMITED EDUCATIONAL AND JOB 

OPPORTUNITIES, LOSS OF CULTURE AND LANGUAGE, ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG 

DEPENDENCY, VIOLENCE AND HIGH CRIME RATES,  THE SPECIAL CONCERN OF 

SUICIDE AND ITS PREVENTION IS OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO OFF RESERVE 

PEOPLE.  IT WAS FELT THAT MORE COUNSELLING WAS REQUIRED FOR 

ABORIGINAL YOUTH WITH 
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EMPHASIS ON CULTURE, LANGUAGE, AND TRADITIONS.  AS WELL, DELEGATES 

EMPHASIZED THE VALUE OF COUNSELLING, IN RESPECT TO A NUMBER OF 

PROBLEMS THAT THEY SEE EFFECTING ABORIGINAL YOUTH.  CONCERNS WERE 

RAISED IN REGARDS TO PROVISION OF COUNSELLING ON BIRTH CONTROL, DRUG 

AND ALCOHOL, FAMILY VIOLENCE AND MENTAL, PHYSICAL, AND SEXUAL ABUSE. 

 SPECIAL CONCERN WAS EXPRESSED IN RELATIONSHIP TO THE NEED FOR SPECIAL 

ATTENTION IN RESPECT TO COUNSELLING REGARDING H.I.V., A.I.D.S. AND 

OTHER SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES AND THE POTENTIAL IMPACT THEY 

CAN HAVE IN RESPECT TO ABORIGINAL SOCIETY.  EDUCATION WAS SEEN AS 

THE MAJOR TOOL BY WHICH TO BREAK THE CYCLE OF POVERTY AND SOCIAL 

DEGRADATION THAT ABORIGINAL YOUTH TOO OFTEN LIVE WITH AND IT WAS 

STATED THAT THEY WISHED TO SEE, "LESS TALK AND MORE ACTION IN RESPECT 

TO THE CONCERNS AND PROBLEMS OF ABORIGINAL YOUTH". 

 

 MOST CONCERNS EXPRESSED BY ABORIGINAL WOMEN CENTRED ON THE 

CONTINUED DISCRIMINATORY PROVISIONS OF THE INDIAN ACT.  WHILE 

AMENDED IN 1985 TO END VISIBLE SEXUAL DISCRIMINATION, BY REMOVAL 

OF 12:1.B FROM THE ACT, THIS HAS NOT RESOLVED THE SYSTEMIC 

DISCRIMINATION THAT STILL EXISTS AS A RESULT OF PAST PRACTICES AND 

WHICH IS PERPETUATED AT THE BAND LEVEL.  MANY WOMEN RAISED NOT ONLY 

THE CONTINUED DISCRIMINATION AGAINST THEMSELVES AS A PROBLEM, BUT 

SHOWED GREAT CONCERN FOR THE NEGATIVE IMPACT OF GENERATIONAL 

DISCRIMINATION FOR THEIR CHILDREN, GRANDCHILDREN, 
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AND FUTURE GENERATIONS OF ABORIGINAL PEOPLE.  THEY FELT THAT THE 

ONLY SOLUTION TO THIS PROBLEM WAS EITHER TO ABOLISH THE INDIAN ACT 

AND RETURN TO TRADITIONAL GOVERNING STRUCTURES UNDER WHICH THEY WOULD 

HAVE STRONG ROLES, OR AT THE VERY LEAST REVAMP THE INDIAN ACT TO 

END GENERATIONAL DISCRIMINATION AGAINST THEIR CHILDREN AND 

GRANDCHILDREN.  FOR OFF RESERVE WOMEN THERE WAS CONCERN THAT PROGRAMS 

TO DEAL WITH SOCIAL SERVICES AND FAMILY VIOLENCE MUST BE MADE 

AVAILABLE TO THEM THROUGH INSTITUTIONS THAT THEY CONTROL AND WHICH 

ARE ACCOUNTABLE TO THEM.  ABORIGINAL WOMEN STATED THAT WHILE THEY 

SHARED WITH OTHER CANADIAN WOMEN CONCERNS REGARDING THE ISSUES OF 

EQUALITY, ECONOMIC STATUS, HOUSING, REPRESENTATION AND FAMILY 

VIOLENCE, THEY FELT THEY WERE DOUBLY VICTIMIZED BY THE MALE DOMINATED 

SOCIETY.  NOT ONLY COULD THEY RELATE TO THOSE ISSUES THEY HAVE IN 

COMMON AS WOMEN, BUT AS ABORIGINAL WOMEN THEY FELT THEY WERE EVEN 

MORE PROFOUNDLY EFFECTED BY ONGOING DISCRIMINATORY REMNANTS OF THE 

INDIAN ACT.  A POINT THAT THEY FEEL IS NEVER ADEQUATELY REFLECTED 

OR TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN EITHER THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT OR IN THE 

ABORIGINAL MOVEMENT. 

  

 THE  CONCERNS OF ELDERS WHILE REPORTED LAST IN THIS SECTION 

IN NO WAY RELATES TO THE IMPORTANCE DELEGATES WHO ATTENDED  REGIONAL 

SESSIONS AND THE PROVINCIAL CONFERENCE PLACED UPON THE ROLE ELDERS 

MUST PLAY IN REVITALIZING AND HEALING OUR SOCIETIES, OUR CULTURES, 

LANGUAGES, SPIRITUALITY AND RESPECT FOR OURSELVES. 
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  ALL THESE ELEMENTS ARE SEEN TO BE VESTED IN ABORIGINAL ELDERS 

AND DELEGATES MADE IT ABUNDANTLY CLEAR THAT THEY WANTED A RETURN 

TO TRADITIONAL VALUES OF RESPECT FOR ELDERS AND THE USE OF ELDERS 

IN TEACHING AND HEALING.  IT WAS URGED THAT WHATEVER PROCESS EVOLVES 

IN THE FUTURE THAT THE SIGNIFICANCE AND IMPORTANT PLACE OF OUR ELDERS 

MUST BE AFFIRMED IN ANY INSTITUTIONALIZED FORM OF SELF GOVERNMENT 

OR SELF DETERMINATION.  THEIR VALUES AS TEACHERS, HEALERS, AND 

PRESERVERS OF OUR PEOPLE IS THE LINK TO THE PAST WHICH WILL SERVE 

TO UNITE OUR PEOPLE AND SOLVE OUR PROBLEMS. 
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 CHAPTER VII 

 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 AS CAN BE SEEN, THE MEMBERSHIP OF N.B.A.P.C. HAS THOROUGHLY 

DISCUSSED THE 6 THEMES AS REPORTED UPON IN THE PRECEDING 6 CHAPTERS. 

 THEY ALSO RECOGNIZED THAT TALK IS NOT ENOUGH AND WOULD LIKE TO MAKE 

THE FOLLOWING RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE ROYAL COMMISSIONS INTERVENOR'S 

PROGRAM.  IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT WHILE THE PRESIDENT, MR. PALMATER, 

WAS REQUESTED TO MAKE AN INTERIM REPORT TO THE ROYAL COMMISSION 

EARLIER THIS YEAR, JUNE 15TH, AND ADDRESSED YOUR FOUR TOUCHSTONES 

FOR CHANGE: 

 

- A NEW RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ABORIGINAL AND NON ABORIGINAL 

 PEOPLE. 

-SELF DETERMINATION. 

-SELF SUFFICIENCY. 

-HEALING. 

 

 HE DID SO NOT HAVING HAD THE BENEFIT OF FULLY CONSULTING WITH 

THE MEMBERSHIP OF N.B.A.P.C.  THEREFORE ANY REAL OR PERCEIVED 

DIFFERENCES THAT MAY EXIST BETWEEN WHAT WAS SAID THEN AND WHAT THE 

MEMBERSHIP HAVE CONCLUDED HERE IN THIS REPORT, SIMPLY IS A REFLECTION 

OF THIS FACT. 
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 AS REQUESTED BY THE ROYAL COMMISSION EARLIER THIS YEAR, WE HAVE 

PREPARED OUR RECOMMENDATIONS IN RESPONSE TO THE FOUR TOUCHSTONES 

FOR CHANGE: 

 

 NEW RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ABORIGINAL AND NON-ABORIGINAL PEOPLE 

 

1.IT WAS THE FEELING OF THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE NEW BRUNSWICK ABORIGINAL 

PEOPLES COUNCIL THAT IN ORDER FOR THEMSELVES AND OTHER CANADIANS 

TO CO-EXIST THAT OUR INHERENT RIGHT TO SELF DETERMINATION NEEDS 

TO BE RECOGNIZED AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE CANADIAN STATE. 

THE FORM OF SELF DETERMINATION FAVOURED BY OFF RESERVE ABORIGINAL 

PEOPLE REPRESENTED BY NBAPC IS AN INTEGRATIONIST MODEL COMPRISED 

OF 3 LEVELS.  AT THE TOP LEVEL, IS THE TRIBAL UNIT OR COLLECTIVE. 

 UNDER THIS UNIT ALL MAJOR ISSUES AND POWERS EFFECTING TRIBAL 

MEMBERS WOULD BE VESTED.  IT WAS FELT THAT THIS LEVEL WOULD 

SERVE AS THE UNIFYING FORCE FOR ALL OUR PEOPLE REGARDLESS OF 

WHETHER THEY LIVED ON OR OFF RESERVE, OR WHETHER THEY WERE STATUS 

OR NON-STATUS DESCENDANTS OF TREATY SIGNATORIES. 

THE SECOND LEVEL WAS THE INSTITUTIONAL OR PROGRAM/SERVICE LEVEL.  

IT WOULD BE HERE THAT PROGRAM DELIVERY WOULD BE VESTED ON BEHALF 

OF THE PEOPLE.  THIS LEVEL COULD BE COMPRISED OF THE BANDS FOR 

PROGRAMS DELIVERED AT THE RESERVE AND THE COUNCIL FOR THOSE 

INDIVIDUALS RESIDING OFF RESERVE.   .../39 
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IT WAS STATED THAT IT WAS AT THIS LEVEL THAT ANY DIFFERENCES IN 

PROGRAMS COULD BE MADE ACCORDING TO NEED.  THIS PLACES CONTROL 

OF DECISION MAKING IN THE HANDS OF THE PEOPLE EFFECTED. 

THE THIRD LEVEL WAS THAT OF INTEGRATION OF ABORIGINAL PEOPLE INTO 

PARLIAMENT AND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLIES BY GUARANTEED 

REPRESENTATION.  THIS LEVEL WAS SEEN AS BEING AN EXTREMELY 

IMPORTANT ELEMENT IN THE INTEGRATIONIST MODEL OF SELF 

DETERMINATION AND THE CEMENT THAT WOULD ENABLE CO-EXISTENCE 

TO BECOME A REALITY.  IT WAS STATED THAT ABORIGINAL PEOPLE MUST 

BE BETTER REPRESENTED AND SERVED BY THESE TWO MAJOR INSTITUTIONS 

IF WE, AS ABORIGINAL AND NON-ABORIGINAL PEOPLE ARE TO FIND A 

MEANS BY WHICH WE CAN CO-EXIST AND RESOLVE THE SERIOUS PROBLEMS 

THAT PERSIST FOR ABORIGINAL SOCIETY. 

 

2.IT WAS RECOMMENDED THAT THE FEDERAL AND PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS 

BOTH MUST SHOW BETTER RESPECT FOR OUR TREATIES AND TREATY RIGHTS 

WHICH THEIR COURTS HAVE UPHELD IF A NEW AND MEANINGFUL 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ABORIGINAL AND NON-ABORIGINAL PEOPLE IS 

TO OCCUR.  FOR THE GOVERNMENTS TO CONTINUE TO IGNORE THESE 

DECISIONS IS SEEN AS ONE OF THE MAJOR PROBLEMS IN RESPECT TO 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW RELATIONSHIP. 

IT WAS ALSO SEEN AS ANOTHER BREACH OF TREATY PROMISES THAT SAID THAT 

THE CROWN WOULD, "KEEP INVIOLABLE THE 

 .../40 

 

  - 40 - 

TREATIES AND COMPACTS WHICH HAVE BEEN ENTERED INTO WITH THEM" - 



INSTRUCTIONS TO THE GOVERNOR OF NOVA SCOTIA 1761; OR THAT ASSURED 

TO ABORIGINAL PEOPLE, "THE BENEFIT AND PROTECTION OF HIS 

MAJESTIES LAWS." DUMMER'S TREATY, 1725. 

 

3.IT WAS RECOMMENDED THAT THE HONEST DESIRE SHOWN BY CANADIANS TO 

LEARN MORE ABOUT ABORIGINAL PEOPLE AND TO FIND EQUITABLE MEANS 

TO ADDRESS THE HISTORIC WRONGS PERPETUATED AGAINST ABORIGINAL 

PEOPLE MUST BE ADDRESSED THROUGH BETTER EDUCATIONAL 

OPPORTUNITIES IN SCHOOLS, THROUGH MORE CROSS CULTURAL AWARENESS 

TRAINING AND EXCHANGE PROGRAMS.  THIS IT WAS SAID WOULD PROVIDE 

THE FOOTINGS FOR A NEW RELATIONSHIP BASED UPON MUTUAL 

UNDERSTANDING AND RESPECT FOR EACH OTHERS CULTURES AND 

DIFFERENCES. 

 

 SELF-DETERMINATION 

 

1. IT WAS RECOMMENDED THAT THE INHERENT RIGHT OF SELF DETERMINATION 

OR SELF GOVERNMENT MUST BE RECOGNIZED AS A THIRD ORDER OF 

GOVERNMENT IN CANADA.  FEDERAL, PROVINCIAL AND ABORIGINAL 

LEADERS MUST RE-COMMIT THEMSELVES TO FINDING A MEANS BY WHICH 

THIS CAN OCCUR AND IT MUST BE AN URGENT PRIORITY MATTER THAT 

THE ROYAL COMMISSION SUPPORTS AND RECOMMENDS. 
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2.IT WAS RECOMMENDED THAT SELF-DETERMINATION INCLUDES THE ABILITY 



TO DEVELOP AND DELIVER EMPLOYMENT TRAINING PROGRAMS,ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS, EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS, SOCIAL SERVICES 

AND COUNSELLING.  

3.IT WAS RECOMMENDED THAT IN ORDER TO ADEQUATELY FUND SELF 

DETERMINATION THE LEGITIMATE LAND CLAIMS OF THE MIC MAC AND 

MALISEET NATIONS MUST BE ADDRESSED AND DEALT WITH. 

4.AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO A LAND CLAIMS SETTLEMENT AND IN AN ATTEMPT 

TO RESOLVE THE CONFLICT BETWEEN EXTINGUISHMENT AND THE NEED 

TO PROVIDE CLEAR TITLE TO AVERAGE CITIZENS, THE CONCEPT OF AN 

ABORIGINAL ROYALTY, OR AN ABORIGINAL REAL ESTATE TAX IS 

RECOMMENDED. 

5.IT WAS RECOMMENDED THAT A PORTION OF INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAXES PAID 

BY ABORIGINAL PEOPLE SHOULD FLOW BACK TO SUPPORT OUR OWN 

INSTITUTIONS OF SELF DETERMINATION. 

 

 SELF SUFFICIENCY 

 

THE DELEGATES WHO ATTENDED THE TWO REGIONAL AND THE PROVINCIAL 

WORKSHOP HAVE IDENTIFIED THE FOLLOWING RECOMMENDATIONS ON 

SELF-SUFFICIENCY: 

1.SINCE MANY OFF-RESERVE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE ALREADY PAY TAXES IN 

VARIOUS FORMS SUCH AS PERSONAL INCOME TAX, PROPERTY TAX AND 

SALES TAX, THEY WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE ABILITY FOR THEM TO DEDICATE 

A PORTION OF THEIR TAX DOLLARS TO ABORIGINAL 
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SELF-GOVERNMENT.  CORPORATION AND BUSINESS TAXES SHOULD BE CHARGED 

TO BUSINESSES THAT ARE BASED AND DO WORK ON ABORIGINAL LANDS. 

 THE DELEGATES WHO ATTENDED THE WORKSHOPS RECOMMEND THAT IN 

ORDER TO ACHIEVE SELF SUFFICIENCY, THE FINANCING OF AN 

ABORIGINAL SELF GOVERNMENT AND THE NOTION OF TAXATION MUST GO 

HAND IN HAND. 

2.THE DELEGATES ALSO FELT THAT IN ORDER TO ADEQUATELY FINANCE 

ABORIGINAL SELF-GOVERNMENT, WE MUST PROCEED AND PRESS FOR A 

RESOLUTION TO THE EXISTING ABORIGINAL LAND CLAIM FOR THE 

PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK.  THE DELEGATES WHO ATTENDED THE 

WORKSHOPS RECOMMEND THAT IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE SELF-SUFFICIENCY, 

A LAND CLAIM SETTLEMENT MUST PROVIDE SUFFICIENT RESOURCES IN 

FORM OF MONEY AND A LARGER LAND BASE IN ORDER TO MAKE ABORIGINAL 

SELF GOVERNMENT A REALITY. 

3.IN ADDITION TO TAXATION AND A LAND CLAIM SETTLEMENT, THE DELEGATES 

MENTIONED THE TRADITIONAL METHODS OF FUNDRAISING SUCH AS GAMING 

AND BINGO.  CONSIDERATION WAS GIVEN TO TRANSFER PAYMENTS AND 

EQUALIZATION FUNDING TO FINANCE ABORIGINAL SELF-GOVERNMENT, 

THE DELEGATES RECOMMEND THAT IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE 

SELF-SUFFICIENCY, OTHER FORMS OF FUNDRAISING SUCH AS GAMING 

AND BINGO ALONG WITH TRANSFER PAYMENTS AND EQUALIZATION FUNDING 

SIMILAR TO WHAT THE PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK RECEIVES ARE 

NECESSARY TO OPERATE ABORIGINAL SELF GOVERNMENT. 
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4.WITH THE ACQUISITION OF LAND AND THE ELIMINATION OF THE 

EXTINGUISHMENT OF TITLE ARGUMENT, AN ABORIGINAL REAL ESTATE 

TAX COULD BE LEVIED AGAINST ALL PROPERTY HELD BY PRIVATE OR 

CORPORATE OWNERSHIP AT THE TIME OF SALE OF PROPERTY.  THE 

DELEGATES WHO ATTENDED THE WORKSHOPS RECOMMEND THAT ALL REVENUES 

GENERATED WOULD GO INTO AN ABORIGINAL SELF GOVERNMENT FUND IN 

ORDER TO ACHIEVE SELF SUFFICIENCY. 

 

 HEALING 

 

THE DELEGATES WHO ATTENDED THE TWO REGIONAL AND THE PROVINCIAL 

WORKSHOP HAVE IDENTIFIED THE FOLLOWING RECOMMENDATIONS ON 

HEALING: 

1.WITH THE NUMEROUS AND SERIOUS PROBLEMS THAT THE DESCENDANTS OF 

THE FIRST PEOPLE IN NEW BRUNSWICK FACE AS A RESULT OF COLONIALISM 

AND THE PATERNALISTIC "INDIAN ACT", HEALING THE COLLECTIVE AS 

WELL AS THE INDIVIDUAL MUST TAKE PLACE BEFORE ANY NOTION OF 

ABORIGINAL SELF GOVERNMENT CAN BE ATTAINED.  THE DELEGATES 

RECOMMEND THAT HEALING CAN TAKE PLACE ONLY THROUGH THE 

RECOGNITION OF OUR "INHERENT RIGHT" TO SELF DETERMINATION. 

2.AS VARIOUS INDIAN BANDS IN NEW BRUNSWICK ARE USING THE "INDIAN 

ACT" LIKE A BIBLICAL TOOL, THEY DO NOT REPRESENT THE INTEREST 

OF THE POPULOUS OFF RESERVE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE.  THE PROVINCIAL 

AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENT ALSO BLESS THIS PIECE OF 
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OUTDATED LEGISLATION AND USE IT TO "PASS THE BUCK" ON THE CONCERNS 

OF OFF RESERVE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE.  THE DELEGATES RECOMMEND THE 

ABOLISHMENT OF THE DISCRIMINATORY "INDIAN ACT" THAT WILL LEAD 

ALL TRIBAL DESCENDANTS TOWARDS THE HEALING PROCESS. 

3.THE RETURN OF TRIBAL GOVERNMENT THROUGH A TRIBAL REFORM ACT WILL 

ELIMINATE THE FEELING OF DEPENDENCY ON INSTITUTIONS THAT HAVE 

NO VESTED INTEREST IN THE PRESERVATION OF ABORIGINAL CULTURAL 

HERITAGE.  TRIBAL UNITY IS NECESSARY TO NEGATE THE ARTIFICIAL 

BARRIER BETWEEN ON AND OFF RESERVE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE THAT IS 

FEEDING THE "DIVIDE AND CONQUER" PHILOSOPHY OF CURRENT 

COLONIALISTIC ATTITUDES.  THE DELEGATES RECOMMEND THAT ONLY 

THROUGH HEALING CAN ABORIGINAL PEOPLE ACQUIRE A HEALTHY AND 

VIBRANT ABILITY TO PRESERVE THEIR CULTURE. 

4.THE ADOPTION OF AN ALIEN SOCIO-ECONOMIC HIERARCHY HAS INCREASED 

FAMILY VIOLENCE, SUICIDE, PHYSICAL, SEXUAL AND MENTAL ABUSE, 

DRUG AND ALCOHOL ADDICTION, TEENAGE PREGNANCY, POVERTY, 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND RACIAL DEGRADATION THROUGH RACISM.  ONLY 

THROUGH HEALING CAN ABORIGINAL PEOPLE REDISCOVER THEIR TRUE 

VALUE IN SOCIETY.  THE DELEGATES RECOMMEND THAT THE 

RE-EMERGENCE OF THE ROLE OF ELDERS WILL PLAY AN IMPORTANT PART 

IN REDISCOVERING THE KNOWLEDGE OF TRADITIONS, CULTURE, LANGUAGE 

AND CEREMONIES TOWARDS THE FULL CIRCLE OF THE HEALING PROCESS. 
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5.WHEN TAKEN ALL TOGETHER, THE EFFECTS OF PREJUDICE AND 

DISCRIMINATION THROUGH VARIOUS FORMS OF RACISM IS TAKING ITS 



TOLL ON THE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE IN NEW BRUNSWICK.  ONLY THROUGH 

SOLIDARITY CAN THIS SOCIAL CANCER BE BROUGHT TO A TOLERABLE 

LEVEL.  THE DELEGATES RECOMMEND A COLLECTIVE APPROACH TO 

HEALING WHERE A SIMULTANEOUS IMPACT ON THE INDIVIDUAL WILL 

ESTABLISH A COLLECTIVE FORCE. 
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 PROGRAM TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 



1.PURPOSE: 
 
To perform the activities described herein, and to make a written 

submission to the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples 
(RCAP) by August 15, 1993. 

 
 

2.SCOPE: 
 
The New Brunswick Aboriginal Peoples Council (NBAPC) will prepare 

and submit a written brief on the following subjects: 
 
2.1The meaning of Aboriginal self-government for off-reserve 

Aboriginal People. 
 

2.2An exploration of current policies relating to land bases. 
 
2.3The meaning of treaties and treaty rights for off-reserve 

Aboriginal people in New Brunswick. 
 
2.4The roles, responsibility and policy of the Department of Indian 

Affairs and the Indian Act as they relate to 
off-reserve Aboriginal people. 

 
2.5Social, economic, political, educational, cultural and justice 

issues of concern to off-reserve Aboriginal people 
in New Brunswick. 

 
2.6Issues of special concern to Aboriginal youth, women and elders. 
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The following is a list of Delegates who attended the two Regional 
Workshops and the Provincial Workshop: 
 



Martha Babineau 

Jack Bernard 

Pat Bernard 

Susan Bernard 

May Betts 

Leslie Clair 

Mary Marilyn Dedam 

Theresa Doucette 

Ken Dubberke 

Michelle Dubberke 

Carol Furrow 

George Gagnon 

Carol Goguen 

Joshua Goguen 

Georgina Grant 

John Eric Hachey 

Allen Hanson 

Olivia Hanson 

Freda Harper 

Louise Illinger 

Jacqueline Kelly 

Carol Labillois 

Annette Lafford 

Donald Leblanc 

 

Valerie LeBlanc 

Marlene Lovely 

Terry Lovely 

Pollyanna Menard 

James McKelvey 

Mary McKelvey 

Arnold Nash 

Douglas Nash 

Gloria Nash 

Pam Palmater 

Natasha Petersen 

Jim Perry 

Sharon Pitawanakwat 

Charles Pratt 

Noreen Ring 

John Sark 

Philip Simon 

Dorothy Sock 

Sharon Tucker 

Mark Turgeon 

Viola Van Dijk 

Debra Woodhouse 

Stephanie Wortman 


