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Abstract
Harness racing is clear representative and product of industrializing, nineteenth
century North American society. The sport was refined and perfected in Canada and the
United States during the century to become a mass spectator event. The Maritimes
Provinces and the New England States were particularly significant in their consolidated
effort to improve harness racing and harness racing horses. The area was crucial in both
the early and late development of the sport. An examination of the city of Fredericton,
New Brunswick, where harness racing rated a top spot in leisure activity, reveals how a
microcommunity involving amateurs and professionals was built around the sport.
Harness racers worked to establish local community spirit; the horse track was a place to
established group commonalities and differences.
New forms of transportation, products of the industrial age, were used to move
spectators and competitors, allowing harness races to be well attended by both
spectators and competitors and, therefore, prosper. As its popularity increased, harness
racing became an industry unto itself particularly in the production of race horses,
culminating in the creation of the Standardbred breed. Through breeding imports and
exports, the Northeastern region became and international centre in the breeding and
commerce of horses.
By the end of the nineteenth century, the exploits of harness racing horses were
recorded diligently and published for consultation by the general public. Much of the
information on harness racing was relayed through the newly developed medium of the
daily newspaper, a product and industry, like harness racing, which also exemplified the
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values and technology of the age. The popular press arose at a perfect time to promote
harness racing, and the sport connected to many features of newly created newspapers:
commercial advertisements, international reporting via telegraph, poetic sports
reporting, and local interest. Indeed, a daily newspaper found in Fredericton worked to
promote and encourage the sport.
Not only did harness racing become a popular leisure diversion for participants
and spectators, harness racing horses played a symbolic role in society. Early harness
racing heros were often used as examples of the "rags to riches" mentality which was
prevalent in the industrializing culture of nineteenth century North America. The
Northeastern region adopted its own hero during the 1890s: a champion trotter from
Maine named Nelson. Horses such as Nelson became heroes in culture and art,
inspiring particularly the mass production of lithographs featuring their likenesses. With
speed, regularity, and efficiency the harness racer represented society's modernization.
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Introduction

Striding across the printed pages of newspapers, crisp scenes from lithographs,
and the sky via weathervanes with metronome rhythm, the harness racing horse made its
way through North America. The figure of the harness racing horse permeated culture
and leisure and kept pace alongside the rapid and societal changes that characterized the
second half of the nineteenth century. The harness racer was a reflection of shifting
influences in a society that was becoming dominated by industrial culture and middle
class values. Harness racing represented to contemporaries and to later historians the
order, organization, scientific approach, and quest for speed and efficiency that was so
prevalent in late nineteenth century North America, while at the same time acting as an
outlet for nostalgia for an agrarian past.
The correlation between the sport of harness racing and social trends was
particularly in evidence in the region composed of the province of New Brunswick and
the state of Maine. Throngs of people in Maine and New Brunswick excitedly awaited
the most recent results from their equine hero of the 1890s, Nelson, and lined racetracks
to experience his battle with the clock. Harness racing was likely the most popular sport
in the region; through new connections in communication and transportation along with
old social and economic ties, the area became a cohesive sporting region. The sporting
region made significant contributions to the development of harness racing. Harness
racing mobilized old social and economic connections and made use of the latest
communications and transportation technologies to shape Atlantic Canada and New
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England into an integrated transnational sporting region. This region made significant
contributions to the development of the sport.

A Unique North American Sport
Harness racing has existed since the time the Ancient Egyptians used chariots,
but reached its highest levels of speed and sophistication in late nineteenth century
North America.1 In North America, it began in European settlements in the Chesapeake
and New England. The trotter became the most successful harness horse in North
America in the eighteenth century because the trot was an efficient pace with which to
pull a wagon, but pacers were often used in saddle races.2 The surplus of pacing horses
that accumulated in Massachusetts and Rhode Island by 1650 led to the foundation of
the Narragansett Pacer breed, which was fundamental in the creation of the
Standardbred, the dominant breed at the height of harness racing in North America.3
Horse racing in northeastern North America was initially constrained by the
Puritan ethos. In the words of Frank Wrensch, popular horse racing historian, "In
various part of New England, and along the Atlantic seaboard, the pious 'blue-nosers'

'Elwyn Hartley Edwards, The Encyclopedia of the Horse. (Willowdale, Ontario:
Firefly Books Ltd., 1999), pp. 32-33.
2Harness

racing horses compete at two gaits; a Standardbred may either be a
pacer where the legs move in parallel pairs, or a trotter which the legs move in diagonal
pairs. Harness racers' gait differ from thoroughbreds which compete at a gait called a
gallop where each leg hits the ground individually in succession.
3Roger

Longrigg, The History of Horse Racing. (New York: Stein and Day,
1976), pp. 105-106.
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looked upon horse racing with so much disfavour as a detriment to public morals that in
1802 all the race tracks in the northeastern part of the country were closed."4 However,
because the harness horse was seen as a necessity, it was not associated with sinful
luxury or gambling the way of thoroughbred flat racers.5 If two pious Christian men
staged an informal race on the road to test their horses' speed, no harm was done to their
souls, as this was not "real racing." The travelling clergy of the region needed a good
trotter; but the thoroughbred was unnecessary, and so signified pretension and excess;
perhaps this is another reason why they endorsed them over thoroughbreds.6
There were other basic differences in the spirit and execution of flat and harness
racing. "A running race may be described, with some exaggeration, as a brief but
spirited flight of colts ridden by boys, whereas a trotting race is a long-drawn contest
between seasoned horses and mature men, who are commonly the trainers as well as the
drivers of their steeds," stated one nineteenth century sportsman.7 Indeed, the drivers of
harness racers were often not only the trainers, but also the owners and perhaps the
breeders, especially during the first half of the nineteenth century. This usually was not

"Frank A. Wrensch, Harness Horse Racing in the United States and Canada.
(Toronto: D. VanNostrand Co. Inc.), 1948.
5"Flat

racer" refers to horses that are raced under saddle, versus in harness or

over fences.
6Monographs

such as Allen Guttman, A Whole New Ball Game: An
Interpretation of American Sports. (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press,
1988) provide a basis for the Puritan view of leisure, games, and sport.
7Gerald

R. Gems, ed., Sports in North America: A Documentary History
Volume 5: Sports Organized. 1880-1900. (Academic International Press, 1996).
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the case in flat racing. The advantages of harness racing over flat included the fact that
larger pools of local horses were generally available for the former. In addition, harness
racers could start in races more often and had longer careers than thoroughbreds. The
result of the hardiness and general popularity of harness racers was that more races
could be staged.8 As well, harness racing could flourish in regions with low
populations. Such advantages allowed harness racing to prosper in large regions of
North America.
Fast horses were traditionally a privilege of the elite, but anybody might own a
handy harness horse for daily travel and work. One could be proud of owning a fast
trotter while still exemplifying the ideals of hard work. As the roads improved, harness
racing horses became more numerous, and under saddle trotting became less popular.9
Eventually, roadsters, useful but attractive harness horses, were much more common
than saddle horses. Harness racing was seen as "true" and "pure" sport for its own sake;
it did not originate in gambling or formal matches, but in informal "brushes" on back
roads.10 By the second half of the nineteenth century, however, harness racing would be
one of the most formalized and commercialized sports in the world and harness racing

8

Melvin L. Adelman, "The First Modern Sport in America: Harness Racing in New York
City, 1825-1870," Journal of Sport History. 8,1 (Spring 1981).
9

Under saddle trotting, as opposed to racing at a gallop, was popular in colonial North
America. Saddle trotting races often evolved into trotting races in harness.
10

Peter C. Welsh, Track and Road: The American Trotting Horse. A Visual Record 1820
to 1900. (Washington: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1967).
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horses would become the prized possessions of an upper middle class sporting elite.
The transition of harness racing in northeastern North America proceeded
during the nineteenth century even as other forms of racing took place at harness racing
meets. Combined race cards featuring flat and harness racing were common in the early
nineteenth century. These combined race cards sometimes included steeplechasing,
saddle trotting races, and pacing matches. Indeed, many trainers and breeders kept
thoroughbred racers as well as trotters. Trotting races had switched mainly from saddle
to harness in the 1840s when men who originated the sport were aging and preferred to
drive themselves rather than to hire riders. By 1859, the sulky, the preferred racing
vehicle, had become lighter, and a harnessed horse went faster than a trotter under
saddle.11 Mixed racing using trotters in harness and under saddle could be advantageous
if the local pool of racers was limited, as it allowed for horses to go in more races.
The exact geographic origins of the sport is a subject of debate. The main
contenders for the birthplace of harness racing are New York state, New England,
Pennsylvania, and eastern Canada. Goshen, in Orange County, New York, where the
Harness Racing Museum is currently located, is called the "Cradle of the Trotter"
because of the early popularity of the sport there. Hunting Park, in Philadelphia, opened
in the mid 1820s and was the first track made only for trotting in the United States.
Contests here were limited to matinee races without prize money, showing the early

"Longrigg, The History of Horse Racing.
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presence of amateurism in the sport.12 Another candidate is eastern Canada; 'Nimrod,'
a sports authority of the 1830s, said that the sport was started in New Brunswick and by
Scottish settlers in Nova Scotia aided by the Duke of Richmond.13 By the middle of the
century racing centres were found in New York, Pennsylvania, Kentucky, California,
and all over New England. It is safe to say that all these locations contributed
something to the development of the sport.

A Sporting Region
Horses from New England dominated the sport during its formative, early
nineteenth century, years. New England-bred horses were recognized for their high
quality. In fact, North America quickly surpassed Great Britain in the production of
superior trotters. Although the English Thoroughbred was highly developed by the
eighteenth century and imported to North America in significant numbers, influencing
the development of the harness racer in the New World, it was the North Americans
who really developed the sport and breed of harness racing. Boston Blue, the first horse
to win an official trotting race in the 1810s, was originally from Maine where he was
first used on the Kennebec River towing boats between Augusta and Waterville.14 New
England horses would continue to be competitive nationally up to the end of the

12Curtis

Miner, "And They're Off! Pennsylvania's Horse Racing Tradition,"
Pennsylvania Heritage 32,2, pp. 26-35. "Matinee" races were defined as being confined
to amateurs who do not race for prize money.
13Longrigg,
14W.H.

The History of Horse Racing, p. 220.

Gocher, Trotalong. (Hartford, Connecticut: W.H. Gocher, 1928), p. 28.
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nineteenth century, as would horses from the adjacent Maritimes Provinces.
The idea of harness racing as an ultimate American product was repeated over
hundreds of years; however, Canada, particularly its eastern portion, was influential in
the establishment of both the sport of harness racing and the breeding of harness racing
horses.15 The Canadian Horse, which was invaluable in the formation of the
Standardbred breed, came from the eastern portion of the country. Many race tracks
appeared across Canada during the 1870s and 1880s when the popularity of harness
racing was taking off in the United States. By the year 1892 there were more than 400
tracks in Canada (see Figure 0.1 for a photograph of the track at Newcastle, New
Brunswick).16 The Maritime Provinces were of special importance. The governments
of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick sponsored importations of horses to improve
harness stock starting at the beginning of the century. Like other areas of North
America, popularity shifted from flat racing to harness racing with the development of
important racing centres at Halifax and Saint John. Racing arose from the availability of
harness horses, development of better roads, and the connections and similarities within
the sport to rising bourgeois culture.
The rise of harness racing and the breeding of harness racing horses
demonstrates the interconnectedness of the New England States and the Maritimes
Provinces. As Frank Wrensch states, "It is quite logical, and in keeping with the finest

15Gocher,
16Gems,

Trotalong. p. 26.

ed., Sports in North America, p. 244.
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Figure 0.1: Harness Race at Newcastle, New Brunswick, 1880s
(P6-495, PANB)
sporting fellowship, that Maritime harness racing is so closely allied with that of the
United States, for stables from those Provinces race regularly on the Maine tracks as
well as on most of the others in New England, being relatively close by... there has
always existed the closest relationship in regard to the breeding and raising of trotters."17
The Eastern Maine State Fair Association's 1883 proclamation that "purses will be open
to all horses owned in Maine and the Provinces,"demonstrates that Atlantic Canada and
New England were viewed as one region when it came to competing and breeding

17Wrensch,

Harness Horse Racing, p. 136 and 130.

harness horses.18 The history of harness racing reinforces the notion that the Maritimes
and New England had much in common, socially, economically, and culturally.
Little has been written about the sport of harness racing, despite its significance
in the popular culture of the late nineteenth century. The popularity of harness racing in
the Atlantic region and in and other parts of North America is lacking a close
examination. It is clear that the popularity of the sport was a reflection of how well it
worked as an expression of rising social values in industrial culture; harness racing was
supported by social leaders from the middle class and the bureaucracy; it was promoted
by the new commercial media of the daily press; and the sport utilized new types of
transportation and communication to expand. Harness racing was a forerunner to
"modern" sport, as defined by Allen Guttmann, having early codification of rules,
records, and mass spectatorship; Melvin Adelmen even calls it the "first modern sport in
America". An intensive study of the crucial New Brunswick-Maine region can offer
new insights and evidence on sporting development both in Canada and the United
States.

Historiography of Sport and the Transformation of North American Society
The second half of the nineteenth century was a time of significant economic,
social, and cultural change for Canada and the United States. An established body of
literature demonstrates the shifting condition of North American society during this

lgList

of Premiums for Horse Races at the Bangor State Fair 1883. Bangor
Museum, Ephemera 85.33
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period. These works offer a basis for this dissertation because they analyze changes of
the late nineteenth century.
T. Jackson Lears' in No Place of Grace: Antimodernism and the Creation of
American Culture, 1880-1920 provides a useful base from which to delve into
nineteenth century culture.19 The work centres on the turn of the century when people
were generally experiencing a dissatisfaction with modern culture. Lears sees modern
culture as focussed on autonomous achievement, science, technical rationality, and
material progress, all of which were characteristics valued in modern harness racing.
However, the many changes in society made people long for control and stability that
was not present in daily life. The longing sparked a search for authenticity and was the
origin of the "antimodern impulse," often manifested in nostalgia. There was a search to
rekindle "authentic experience," either physical or spiritual, and horse racing provided
an outlet for this impulse.20 The love of harness racing partially arose from its supposed
rural origins, and its use of the animal rather than machine in the very real competition
of flesh against flesh. In historical perspective, however, the harness racer was a type of
mechanized animal, expected to exhibit the industrial virtues of speed, efficiency, and
precision.
The notion of progress was so important to nineteenth century culture that Lears

l9T.J.

Jackson Lears, No Place of Grace: Antimodernism and the
Transformation of American Culture. 1880-1920. (New York: Pantheon Books, 1981).
Also useful in the study of nineteenth century society is Eric Sigsworth, ed., In Search
of Victorian Values: Aspects of Nineteenth-Century Thought and Society. (New York:
Manchester University Press, 1988).
20Lears,

No Place of Grace, p. 57.
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calls it a secular religion. Traditional religion became more nostalgic during the modern
age. There was a relationship between business culture and Protestantism, with success
being a sign of God's blessing, but success could also corrupt. The nineteenth century
Protestant ideology of hard work and industry was behind the rationale that harness
racing was more acceptable than flat racing because it had practical roots and was not a
real luxury.
The social leaders of the era were the bourgeoisie, who exercised a cultural
hegemony. Lears sees businessmen, politicians, ministers, and journalists as the leaders
of the all-important urban bourgeoisie, who were also the leaders of the harness racing
movement.21 The case study of the harness racing club of Fredericton, New Brunswick
in this dissertation demonstrates the centrality of this segment of society in the
development of the sport. There was a move from entrepreneurial capital to managerial
capital which in turn helped the organization of harness racing clubs. The new
economy also promoted social interdependence; specialization was needed along with
support systems for the daily functioning of urbanites. The urban harness racing
community also had this structure in which specialists were used in training and
providing supplies and services.22 The leisure class itself was a product of the new
industrialism of the second half of the nineteenth century, with sport encouraged as a
way to counteract the effeminising nature of industrial and bureaucratic work.23

21Ibid.,

p. 8.

22Ibid.,

p. 15.

23Ibid.,p.

108.
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Changes in daily life affected the development of leisure during the nineteenth
century, an issue explored by Roy Rosenzweig in Eight Hours For What We Will:
Workers and Leisure in an Industrial City. Rosenzweig's work is a case study of
Worcester, Massachusetts, which focusses on changes brought on by industry to daily
life in the late nineteenth century. Rosenzweig emphasizes the importance of the
saloon, which separated drinking from work. He points to public holidays as a target of
reform during industrialization because they were traditionally boisterous occasions.24
A similar transition was happening in Canadian towns and harness races were an area in
which sport reform and struggle played out, particularly as a holiday activity.
In many ways harness racing exemplified the prevailing trends in late nineteenth
century society. The trotting horse became an important symbol in nineteenth century
North America, particularly to the burgeoning middle class. With the growth of
mechanization in industry and every day life and population movement to the cities and
towns, nostalgia for the "natural" and rural grew. In The Search for Order, 1877-1920,
Robert Wiebe discusses the social splintering that occurred in the nineteenth century due
to urbanization, industrialization, and immigration.25 Society was searching for ways to
cope with alienation from change due to the industrial shift and loss of community, and
harness racing helped some segments to cope with that change through providing social

24Roy

Rosenzweig, Eight Hours For What We Will: Workers and Leisure in an
Industrial City. 1870-1920. (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1983). Another
useful work in this vein is Alan MacFarlane's The Culture of Capitalism. (New York:
Basil Blackwell, Inc, 1987).
25Robert

Wang, 1967).

H. Wiebe, The Search for Order. 1877-1920. (New York: Hill and
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activity and purpose as participants or spectators. Victorian leisure in general was about
each class adjusting their leisure pattern to urbanization and industrialization. This new
lifestyle offered a new morality, disposable income, increased transportation, and fewer
work hours.26 Mechanization had to some degree alienated workers from the work, and
leisure involving animals helped to fill that psychological void.
Harness racing served as a channel for the sentimentality toward rural life,
although it was primarily an urban creation. Harness racing grew to prominence as a
mass spectator sport during a period which showed an increase in urban leisure time.
The harness horse represented a longing for country life where the earliest roots of the
sport were found, although it was still very much present in the city. At the same time,
the harness horse also symbolized the industrial quest for superiority and speed. The
main goal of the sport participants was ultimately besting the clock through choosing
excellent breeding animals and using new technologies made possible by the industrial
age.
Sport reflects societal change and, thus, sport and leisure histoiy has become an
important aspect of social history. One of the most influential in conceptual frameworks
for understanding the history of sport in North America has been constructed by Allen
Guttmann in From Ritual to Record: The Nature of Modern Sports and A Whole New
Ball Game: An Interpretation of American Sports.27 In A Whole New Ball Game,

26Keith

Sandiford, "The Victorians at Play: Problems in Historiographical
Methodology." Journal of Social History 15 (Winter 1981), pp. 271-286.
27

Allen Guttmann, From Ritual to Record: The Nature of Modern Sports. (New York:

Guttmann examines the ethos of the Puritans, stating that they were opposed to play as
idleness, but that their exact views on sport were not clear. Puritanical rule condemned
Sabbath amusements and other traditional leisure activities during the colonial period of
what would become the eastern United States, and Puritan disdain for traditional games
may have encouraged the development of modern sport.28 Informal harness racing was
one sporting activity which the Puritans generally accepted. Like many other sports
historians, Guttmann holds baseball as a particularly important sport among those found
in late nineteenth century North America.29 Harness racing, like baseball, held pastoral
connotations for the public but had its real origins in the cities. The high levels of
quantification are mentioned as making it a truly modern sport, but this is also true of
harness racing, which reached higher levels of sophistication sooner than baseball.
Harness racing had standardized rules by the 1870s and had elaborate, published records
by the 1880s. Guttman's analysis of modern sport outlined in From Ritual to Record
provides an excellent basis for understanding the modernity of harness racing.
Steven Reiss is also an important sports historian for North America, producing
Sport in Industrial America, 1850-1920 and City Games: The Evolution of American
Urban Society and the Rise of Sports. Reiss highlights the social and psychological
adjustment from country to city that occurred among a large portion of the population

Columbia University Press, 1978) and A Whole New Ball Game: An Interpretation of
American Sports. (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1988).
28Guttmann,
29Ibid.,

A Whole New Ball Game. Chapter 3.

Chapter 5.

during the nineteenth century. This was facilitated by sport, according to Reiss.30
Modern sport came from the city, and it was the city network that helped the rise of
sport; sports evolved by adopting urban values and modes of organization. The city
offered a concentrated population of potential players and spectators. Attracting these
participants led to commercialization. Reiss identifies two periods of sport
development in the American city: the walking city from 1820 to 1870 and industrial
radial city from 1870 to 1960. The peak of harness racing, occurred in between and
overlapped Reiss' two periods, making the sport transitional from Victorian to modern
and rural to urban. The idea that sport had to become specialized during the nineteenth
century because of constraints on land use in the city is suggested in Reiss' work.
Public transportation developments forced horse racing out of the streets.
Sport consolidated class and ethnic distinctions and was regulated by civic
governments committed to maintaining public order. Reiss uses New York as a case
study to connect the origins of modern sport to the rise of a new middle class. Reiss
briefly recognizes the importance of harness racing in this evolution: "Ironically, given
the strong pietistic bent to much of the urban middle class, their first major sport was
harness racing, a sport whose popularity depended on the element of gambling. Harness
racing originated on city roads and subsequently developed its modern characteristics in
the urban communities."31 Reiss also discusses thoroughbred racing and its connections
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to political powers, but predictably identifies baseball as the "most important sport
played by the middle classes in the period from 1870 to 1920."32 Reiss' work highlights
the importance of ethnicity and class and public space in sport development.
History of Sport and Physical Activity in the United States, by Betty Spears and
Richard Swanson, provides a basic text which outlines the background to sport in the
country.33 The monograph recognizes the impact of technology on the development of
sport. The sewing machine, the vulcanization of rubber, and electricity were all
important for the advance of harness racing.34 They note the importance of advances in
communication as well, "By the 1880s the telegraph revolution of the newspaper
industry, the increasing use of journalists, and growing interest in sport combined to
create the sports page," a key feature in the growth of harness racing.35 Spear's and
Swanson's work is an early text, and there is little information on harness racing,
indicating nothing on the popularity of the sport in North America during the nineteenth
century.
Harness racing demonstrated many characteristics of modernizing society as
outlined by Lears and others; the sport captures the tensions between the quest for
modernization, but also the longing for the past. Harness racing, like the new
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industrialism, centred on material progress and the enthusiastic use of new technology.
In particular, national markets were grown through new transportation links and
technologies which also were a significant part of the growth of harness racing,
integrating the sport into new industrial networks. Another example of the utilization of
central elements of industrial society within harness racing is the clock. The clock
became a figure of importance to many people; the clock regulated industrial life. The
clock, of course, was also key in the development of harness racing. The focus on time
and use of new technologies illustrates how parts of modernity were at the core of
harness racing, while the sport still carried nostalgic mental connections to the rural and
colonial beginning of harness racing competition. A cultural conflict is inherent to
modern capitalist society, and modernism and antimodernism struggled with each other
during the nineteenth century. In the end, however, antimodernism actually reinforces
the notion of progress. The characteristics of harness racing as sport, the people
involved in the expansion of the sport, the international breeding trade, use of new
journalism to promote the sport, products of popular cultural deriving from the sport,
and its mass appeal all demonstrate that harness racing harness racing epitomized the
ideals and values of the time.

Canadian Sport Historiography
General works tend to focus only on the United States and leave Canada out of
the picture. Fortunately, there are several excellent recent works on sport in Canada,
but these tend to neglect the Atlantic Provinces. One of the earliest texts on the subject
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of Canadian sport history was History of Sport in Canada edited by Maxwell Howell
and Reet A. Howell, which offers a some good observations about the basis of horse
racing in Canada, but also a few inconsistencies. The early Canadiens in Quebec were
described as having marked interested in harness racing, especially ice races in the
winter. Horse racing in general was popularized in garrison towns by English
regimental officers and their tradition of Thoroughbred flat racing.36 The two interests
came together to allow horse racing to prosper in early Canada: "The horse played such
a large part in the lives of the early settlers that its emergence into sport was a matter of
course on the farm which surrounded the urban centres, the horse was used to prepare
the land, to provide transport, and when the occasion arose, to race. The English
gentleman brought with him his inherent love of equestrian activities, only to find that
the French Canadian was equally interested, and both benefited from the organizational
assistance provided by the garrison personnel."37 Howell and Howell do make the
important observation that horse racing was able to expand through the growth of
railway transport, with racing associations making agreements with railways who even
provided special horse cars.38
As an early work, History of Sport in Canada can certainly be amended and
expanded. In passing, it is mentioned that racing was "highly organized in some places"
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including Saint John, but the differences between flat and harness racing are not
described.39 One particular statement contradicts the case study in the organizational life
of Fredericton harness racing near the end of the nineteenth century; Howell and Howell
state, "Races in 1900 ranged from unorganized gatherings in Fredericton to regular cross
country chases with the Toronto Hunt Club."40 Evidence from Fredericton newspapers
shows that races were highly organized in the city. This is an example of how the
understanding of sports in Canada can be improved.
For a specialized look at the formation of Canadian sport, Alan Metcalfe's
Canada Learns to Play: The Emergence of Organized Sport, 1807-1914 is a useful
foundation.41 Metcalfe discusses how time became inflexible in the nineteenth century,
with each day measured in minutes and hours.42 Harness racing's mounting obsession
with time reflects the increasing emphasis on time in society in general. Metcalfe finds
the earliest signs of the commercialization of harness racing were in Montreal, Quebec,
at mid-century, thus making it one of the earliest sports in Canada to be
commercialized.43 For Metcalfe, harness racing was more popular than flat racing
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because of the number of participants. The progress of harness racing in New England
and the Maritimes Provinces followed trends that were apparent in both the United
States and Canada, but the region had its own particular version and pattern of
development which differed from that of Central Canada, which is often the region of
scholarly focus.
Nancy Bouchier provides another useful starting point for the study of sport in its
local Canadian context in For the Love of the Game: Amateur Sport in Small-Town
Ontario, 1838-1895.44 Bouchier's book discusses the height of amateurism in Canadian
sport: "Although no single Canadian community represents a province or the nation, the
focus upon two small towns broaden our perspective on Canada's sporting past. It
captures and explores local contexts from which one brand of representative sport-the
not-for-profit amateur model-grew."45 Like the American works, For the Love of the
Game emphasizes the period of growing dominance of the middle class in sport during
the second half of the nineteenth century. The middle class and amateurism were key
aspects of the formalization of harness racing. Amateur athletic associations formed
venues for positive community development, but older versions of sport still persisted in
some form, according to Bouchier. Some sports did fall by the wayside, such as the
displacement of cricket by baseball. Sports became an important part of the festivities
in Canada's Victoria Day civic celebrations, a method of expressing community.
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Community was also solidified through sport by the promotion of urban sport rivalries
in newspapers.46 Both newspapers and civic holidays were central showcases for
harness racing in the Maritime Provinces. Bouchier provides a model for a town-based
study of sport in Canada during the late nineteenth century.
Colin Howell's Blood Sweat and Cheers: Sport and the Making of Modern
Canada provides a comprehensive narrative of the development of sport and the rise of
Canada as a nation in the late nineteenth and twentieth century.47 Howell points out that
sports were not just used for pleasure, but also for social improvement. Urban leaders
wanted organized, respectable sport in their communities. Other important themes
include the contradiction of the amateur ideal and professionalism in sports.48 Howell
recognizes that the leaders in Canada's sporting culture at the turn of the century were
mostly white, Protestant, bourgeois males. An entire chapter of Blood, Sweat, and
Cheers centres on "respectability", which was an important component of harness racing
during the late nineteenth century. Organizers of harness races strove to maintain the
aura of respectability, distinguishing harness races from Thoroughbred flat racing. Civic
holidays as significant occasion for sport are highlighted: "Victoria Day and Dominion
Day celebrations varied little across the country, whether in larger cities like Victoria,
Calgary, and Winnipeg or smaller towns like Woodstock, Ontario and Fredericton, New
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Brunswick."49 The late nineteenth century shift from rural to urban in sport and society,
the struggle to redefine recreation, and the commodification of sport in Canada are ably
covered in Blood, Sweat, and Cheers. Also Howell's work on baseball in the Maritimes
province, Northern Sandlots: A Social History of Maritime Baseball, offers a model for
a sport-specific study of the Maritimes.50
Howell's work establishes a very good basis for sport history in Canada, but can
be expanded through a closer examination of harness racing. For example, he states that
"the organized, urban-based sporting culture that emerged in post-Confederation Canada
has its roots in Britain," but harness racing is based almost purely in North America,
although the enthusiasm for horse racing in general came partially from British
garrisons.51 As well, he writes, "The new sporting culture that developed in Canada
between Confederation and the First World War was dominated by team sports."
Harness racing, however, was extremely popular and is not considered a team sport.
Howell profiles athletes from the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century and
states that there were only a few Canadian athletes with international reputations, but he
fails to mention internationally known race horses. The book characterizes a period
starting during the First World War as the time of the "Sporting Consumer and the Cult
of the Hero," but harness racers existed as commercialized product and cultural hero
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well before this time.52 A closer look at harness racing expands the understanding of
Canadian sport.
Don Morrow and Kevin Wamsley offer another broad view of Canadian sport in
Sport in Canada: A History P The importance of taverns and garrisons in the early
sporting life in Canada, including horse racing, is key.54 Noted is the fact that games,
play, and sport were prohibited in the Maritimes during the eighteenth century as in
Puritan New England.55 The major influences on Canadian sport include Native,
British, the country of immigrants' origin, the colonial situation, and American.
Harness racing was partly a colonial, eastern American, and Canadian creation. Morrow
and Wamsley point to the central components of organized sport as the progression of
technology, transportation, and communication.56 The importance of class and its place
in the debate surrounding amateurism is a useful discussion for application to harness
racing. With the expansion of industrialism, more of the working class had money and
time to participate in sport but the middle class rejected the rowdy nature of working
class sport. The sporting ideal of amateurism came from the middle and upper classes.57
Indeed, evidences from the Maritimes and New England demonstrates that in harness
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racing "amateur" and "gentleman" were interchangeable terms.
The monograph again emphasizes the importance of Montreal as the "cradle of
Canadian sport" and the importance of baseball to sporting development. These
statements discount the role of the Maritimes in sport. As well, baseball was not around
as long as harness racing which was developed to a degree by the 1890s that baseball
was not.58 Chapter Seven, entitled "Stars and Heros" features four early Canadian sports
figures, but none of the featured subjects are horses. This is a chronic oversight of
general texts; harness racers were important sporting heroes to the public in the
nineteenth century and were indeed some of the earliest sports heroes. Sport in Canada
provides a good base, but this must be built upon with an in depth study of harness
racing.
Harness racing was about records, schedules, meeting and surpassing time limits,
all very modern industrial ideals. Parallelling the industrial obsession with time, the
Standardbred breeding and racing world was based on time; every race was timed and
breaking new times was of the utmost importance. Creating the ultimate harness racing
horse was approached through a measured and scientific approach to breeding. The
most socially influential segment of society during the period of industrialization was
the new middle class, and it was the values of the middle class which provided
economic stability through rationality, continuity, administration, and management.59
Middle class values provided the foundation of bureaucracy that helped to form the
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sport of harness racing. The harness racer was to epitomize the ideas of "progress" and
modernization circulating in late nineteenth century North American culture.

Historiography of Horse Racing
Horse racing's key role in the development of modern sport is not sufficiently
emphasized in studies of sport. The historiography of harness racing itself, moreover, is
not well developed. The work of British flat racing historians, however, along with the
pioneering work on harness racing by Melvin Adelman, provide a departure point.
There is very little literature specifically on harness racing, even though it
surpassed other forms of horse racing in popularity in the late nineteenth century.
Histories of horse racing in general, which usually focus on flat racing, are useful for
their methodological and theoretical approach to the subject for comparative purposes.
Mike Huggins, one of the foremost historians on flat racing in Britain and author of
Kings of the Moor: North Yorkshire Racehorse Trainers, 1760-1900 and Flat Racing
and British Society 1790-1940: A Social and Economic History is one of the most useful
writers on the subject.60 Together with Wray Vamplew's The Turf: A Social and
Economic History of Horse Racing, and the collection, Horses in European Economic
History: A Preliminary Canter edited by F.M.L Thompson, Huggins' work is
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indispensable for an understanding of horse racing in North America.61 Wray Vamplew
asserts that horse racing showed modern characteristics early in its history: "Racing was
one of the first sports to have a mass audience. It was also one of the early employers of
professional sportsmen. Moreover racing was (and still is) a sport which appealed to all
ranks of society."62
Although many of the available works on harness racing are dated or antiquarian
in conception, there is some literature on the history of harness racing that has useful
information. Some of these monographs are primary because of their early publication
dates. Antiquarian type works or those geared toward the sporting enthusiast include
Phillip Pine's The New Revised Complete Book of Harness Racing.63 Older works
which contribute primary material because their authors were present during the period
of study include Frank Wrensch's Harness Horse Racing in the United States and
Canada from 1948, John Hervey's The American Trotter (1947), Dwight Akers'
Drivers Up: The Story of American Harness Racing (1938), and John Bradburn's
Breeding and Development of the Trotter (1906).64 These books targeted harness racing
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participants and enthusiasts in North America during the first half of the twentieth
century.
Melvin Adelman's A Sporting Time: New York City and the Rise of Modern
Athletics is the first academic examination that recognizes the importance of harness
racing.65 Adelman uses a modernization framework to focus on change within sport
itself. Flat and harness racing, Adelman argues, were the first organized spectator sports
and harness racing modernized most rapidly. As Adelman puts it: "A popular though
informal and unorganized pastime during the first quarter of the nineteenth century,
trotting would become America's first truly modern sport."66 Adelman highlights many
of the ideas that arise from an observation of nineteenth century harness racing in the
United States: its urban nature, its place in Americana, its democratic spirit, and its
strong commercialization. Adelmen views harness racing as an urban phenomenon:
"Whereas horse racing was rooted in the agrarian past, harness racing was an urban
product. Trotting first emerged on urban roads and developed its most salient modern
characteristics in the city."67 The sport itself captured the American experience more
than flat racing. Although farmers did not originate the sport, its association with
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agricultural fairs gave it an agrarian and "democratic aura."68 Harness racing was, as a
newer sport, more innovative than flat racing and open to development through
commercialization. As the popularity of flat racing decreased and that of harness racing
increasing, sporting men began to develop the business side of the track. By the 1870s,
organized sports were expanding across the continent; harness racing began its
modernization with the advent of the National Trotting Association, the use of statistics,
and the increasing prevalence of daily press coverage. It was, in Adelman's words, "the
first successfully commercialized sport."69 The role of the spectator came to the fore
when closed tracks were built and admission charged. Adelman is astute in his
observations of the importance of the sport, and the work he started should be supported
with evidence from New England and the Maritime Provinces. Not only was harness
racing an American experience, it was a Canadian experience as well.
Adelman and other historians provide a valuable foundation for the study of
harness racing in nineteenth century North America. Their research will be taken further
and expanded with an examination of the New Brunswick-Maine region, an area that is
not often the focus of either Canadian or North American history.

Chapter Summaries
Chapter One, "Parallel of Progress: The Rise of Harness Racing," introduces the
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place of harness racing in nineteenth century sport, establishing its modern nature.
Harness racing had evolved from a spontaneous and casual amusement into to a true
modern sport; the sport reached its height of mass appeal in the 1890s (see Figure 0.2 for
a photograph of an average driver in New Brunswick). Harness racing as a sport was
both formed by and a manifestation of industrial and bourgeois culture. Harness racing
clearly demonstrates the characteristics of modern sport as defined by Guttmann.
Guttmann's criteria for modern sport include organization, rules, commercialization,
officials, focus on time, statistics, and the use of new technologies, all of which fit
perfectly with the development of harness racing.
Continuing with the idea that harness racing's popularity was an expression of
social trends, Chapter Two, "Local Flyers: Leisure and Work in the Social World of
Harness Racing, in Fredericton, New Brunswick," uses the harness racing community in
the city of Fredericton as a case study. This chapter focusses on how the realms of work
and leisure are both distinct and sometimes blended in harness racing. In particular, the
role of class in the sport is examined. Although all classes participated in the sport as
supporters or spectators, the new middle class had the greatest influence on the
development of the sport. Indeed, middle class attitudes dominated the culture of harness
racing as it became a modern sport. To understand the case study of Fredericton, the
history of the racetrack and harness racing in the city and the surrounding regions is
traced. The study of Fredericton helps to clarify some of the larger trends in harness
racing in North America, and illuminates some unique characteristics of the city's
society. Two significant groups made up the harness racing community: professional
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Figure 0.2 Unidentified man on horse and buggy (NBMA 988.59.38 B237)

horsemen, particularly horse trainers, and the men who owned and drove horses for
pleasure. The latter, leisure oriented group, was integral to the establishment of the
organization of the sport in Fredericton. Indeed, a whole group of horse professionals
were employed to support the harness racing horses. Professionals and amateurs worked
together to produce the best racers possible. The Standardbred was the ultimate result of
this continent-wide goal.
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The creation of the Standardbred horse played a central part in the development
of harness racing during the second half of the nineteenth century. Chapter Three,
'"Well-Bred Stallions and Giltedged Matrons': Standardbred Networks of Breeding and
Trade," follows this story. Eastern Canada and New England had a significant role in the
creation of the breed, providing much of the initial stock and then importing and
improving upon the breed near the end of the nineteenth century. The modern
Standardbred came from several types and breeds of horses, the most important of which
are the Canadian Horse, Morgan horse, thoroughbred, the Mambrino line, and
Hambletonian line of horses. Discussion of various nineteenth century views on
breeding through the examination of records of New Brunswick harness racing breeder
Hugh McMonagle is included. Many controversies surrounded breeding theory during
the period of development of the Standardbred. During the second half of the nineteenth
century, the breed characteristics solidified and it was firmly established as the ultimate
harness racer. This process featured new scientific breeding techniques. Stock import
and export helped to establish international relations in the horse world through trading
networks. The significance of the sport and of breeding Standardbreds attracted
government involvement in the Maritime Provinces; this facilitated the importation of
breeding stock. At end of the nineteenth century, the statistics in Wallace's Year Book
from 1890 attests to the importance of the region in producing quality racers.
Northeastern North America was vital to the establishment of the Standardbred breed,
and through the breeding process developed connections with the wider industrial world.
A significant factor in the development of industrial and mass culture was the use
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of new technologies in communications such as the telegraph and the daily newspaper.
Chapter Four, "Racing on Paper: The Growth of Sporting Culture through the Press"
examines the rise of harness racing as a feature of the rise of the popular press. Harness
racing appeared as an item of interest almost as soon as the press was established. John
H. Wallace was instrumental in the emergence of a print culture that chronicled the
progress of harness racing; his Year Book was the ultimate record of the racing and
reproductive abilities of the growing breed of Standardbreds. The extensive year-round
coverage of the sport within newspapers suggests its widespread popularity. Trends in
the Fredericton Daily Gleaner's coverage epitomized the popular press' emergence as a
"booster" for the sport. Articles on harness racing in the paper reflect a distinctively
poetic style of journalism often typical of early sports writing. Editorials and letters to
the editor could be very serious and controversial when it came to the topic of harness
racing. Bangor, Maine's Daily Commercial is studied for a journalistic comparison. The
year-round coverage of harness racing in the newspapers allows for a seasonal profile of
the sport, and provides a contemporary perspective to demonstrate its rising significance
in society.
The harness racer was a prominent cultural figure in nineteenth century North
America, an equine symbol that became a crucial part of the mystique of harness racing
from the very beginning of the sport. Chapter Five," Triumph of 'The Northern King':
Popular Symbolism and Imagery of the Nineteenth Century Harness Racer" traces the
cultural importance of the harness racer in nineteenth century North American society
and the rise of the Northeastern sports hero in popular culture. Dan Patch is a well

known figure from early twentieth century American harness racing. The harness racing
star of the 1890s, however, came from Maine. By profiling the career of the trotting
champion Nelson, the importance of the New England and Maritime region is
demonstrated and the golden age of the sport captured. The examination of Nelson's
racing career and that of his owner opens a window into late nineteenth conceptions of
professionalism and sportsmanship. Like other famous horses, Nelson was featured in
lithographs, photographs, drawing, and paintings; the harness racer was not only found
on the track, but also in the popular art of the period. An exploration of harness racing
art adds to the understanding of the symbolic importance of the harness racer. How the
horse was portrayed shows the way in which it was viewed by society and the artist.
The final chapter, Chapter Six, '"Yankees' and 'Bluenosers' at the Races:
Defining a Region Through Identity and Borders," examines the mental, physical, and
social divisions which define culture and worldview. Most broadly, harness racing
helped to form a regional attitude in New England and the Maritimes. The region's
interest in the sport both illustrated and strengthened social and economic ties between
New England and the Maritimes. The regional relationship of harness racing was
enabled by the industrial transportation networks which grew during the nineteenth
century, particularly the railway. Improved transportation allowed for mass
spectatorship and the expansion of the sport's popular influence. Harness racing also
served in the formation of group identities, both within the region and at the
provincial/state, town, and community levels. Harness racing became a focus for
community spirit. Harness races, in addition, became an increasingly significant
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component of local fairs, a form of festival which dramatically demonstrates the
industrial, nostalgic, middle class nature of the society that produced it.
Harness racing epitomised the late nineteenth century society of the Northeastern
region. The sport became more popular than flat racing in this region because it fit well
with the social values that abetted economic and technological development. Harness
racing reflected all the characteristics valued in modern society and was popularized by
the same sector of society advancing these values. Harness racing thrived through the
use of modern communications and transportation and by deploying a host of other
technological advances and scientific principles. The mass popularity of the sport was
fuelled by its prominent place in the creation of daily newspapers and the rise of harness
racers as cultural symbols. Harness racing helped shape the new industrial culture of the
Northeast, aiding in the reinforcement of group identities and the solidification of a
social region. Through harness racing, we are offered an inside view of the forces at
work in nineteenth century North American society.
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Chapter 1: Parallel of Progress: The Rise of Harness Racing
On any given sunny afternoon in 1890, in towns all over eastern North America,
hundreds and thousands of people gathered at harness racing tracks to experience the
spectacle of highly trained horses vying to beat the clock, as they trotted or paced
furiously around a dirt oval. The sport of harness racing had reached a peak, capturing
the interest of the public via the expanding press and capitalizing on new developments
in technology. Out of all the sports that emerged in the second half of the nineteenth
century, harness racing was illustrative of the values and ideals of the day. The
nineteenth century was a period of extensive change in the sporting world of North
America. Sport was becoming institutionalized and moved into formal settings such as
stadiums in response to changes in leisure patterns, urbanization, technology,
commercialization, and transportation. Harness horses held an important economic role
in the country and city, but the popularization of the sport of harness racing gave them a
new social role that fit with the rapidly changing society. Historian Allen Guttmann's
typology of modern sport perfectly fits the characteristics found in late nineteenth
century harness racing. Harness racing is a clear expression of the beginnings of
modern, industrial culture.
Harness racing epitomized the popular bourgeois ideals of progress by utilizing a
bureaucracy, layered organizational structure, set rules, and recent technology as well as
having an obsessive focus on time and statistics. Particularly, harness racing in New
England and the Maritimes showed many modern characteristics, thus demonstrating the
integral nature of the sport to late nineteenth centuiy society. The organization of the
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sport was many-layered with well established governing bodies, clubs, and race circuits.
Participants in harness races followed specific forms and rules set by American national
organizations. These organizations meticulously kept statistics and timed records. The
sport was quick to capitalize on modern innovations to improve times such as in
manufacture of equipment, veterinary medicine, and vehicular advances. The many
hallmarks of modern, industrial culture were central to the sport by the second half of
the nineteenth century.
By Allen Guttman's criteria outlined in From Ritual to Record: The Nature of
Modern Sports, harness racing fits the model of a modern sport. Guttmann distinguishes
between play, games, contests, and sports, sports being a combination of games and
contests. Using his definition, harness racing is more of a contest than a game. Although
horse racing is considered a contest, there are still problems with its classification as
Guttmann notes: "Horse races are, indeed, a special problem. Is the contest mainly
between the horses or the jockeys? ... Fortunately, we do not need to decide disputes of
this sort. The essential point is that we have a clear definition with which to make
whatever discriminations are justified by the empirical data."1
Harness racing follows closely to Guttmann's seven characteristics of modern
sports: secularism, equality, specialization of roles, rationalization, bureaucratic
organization, quantification, and the quest for records.2 Let us examine how harness
1
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racing links with Guttmann's model of modern sport. From the beginning, harness
racing had a secular feel, but with the tacit agreement of the church. Harness racing was
more equitable than flat racing, with a wider range of class participants, especially in the
early years. Specialization of roles came later in the century for the sport, with the
development of professional trainers and drivers. Rationalization refers to setting out
rules, which harness racing did in earnest by the second half of the century and
continued to refine. By the 1870s, the sport had achieved widespread bureaucratic
organization with national bodies to enforce rules. Harness racing surely had the last
two of Guttmann's characteristics of modern sport to a strong degree: quantification of
race results as much as possible and religious record keeping. Therefore, using
Guttmann's standard, harness racing had most characteristics of modern sport in place
by the 1870s. This demonstrates that harness racing was a very early manifestation of
the changes happening in nineteenth century sport and society.
Criticisms of Guttmann's model have been raised, but it remains very useful in
the discussion of aspects of the development harness racing and modernity, such as
commercialization, organization and infrastructure, and the application of technology.
Although concerns about the Guttmann model are noted by many historians, it remains
an influential conceptual framework in sport history, which had not been applied in
detail to harness racing, allowing new insight into the influence and importance of the
sport in society.
Richard Gruneau points out problems with modernization thesis in relation to
sport and cautions writers to be more precise about how industrialization and
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urbanization actually transformed sport in Western societies.3 In the case of harness
racing, it went from an undeveloped competition on country lanes with non-specialist
animals, to a mass urban sport with networks of organization, trade, and transportation
facilitated by the technological and commercial changes in society. Gruneau also warns
to avoid the pitfall of equating "modern" as somehow "better". As well, the two stage
mode of "traditional" and "modern" tends to limit the view and over-simplify, but
harness racing by the late nineteenth century clearly demonstrated the characteristics of
modern sport, as discussed below. However, struggle still occurred once sports could be
considered modern, and development did not usually happen smoothly; the exact nature
of a modern sport and its path was not predetermined.
Other responses to Guttmann include the assertion that records and quantification
did exist in various locations around the world well before the "Modern" period in
Ancient Egypt, Greco-Roman world, Medieval Ages, and pre-Modern Japan. However,
the establishment of a few records did not achieve the levels of harness racing or
baseball in their minuteness and broad availability.4 Though records existed, they did
not reach levels of use and focus as in Guttmann's modern sport.
In May 2001, the journal the Sport History Review dedicated a retrospective
issue to Guttmann and From Ritual to Record. Guttmann himself was allowed the first
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response, and noted that some sports indeed carry a mix of premodern and modern
characteristics.5 Colin D. Howell offers a structural Marxist perspective, and again
emphasizes the need to explain change in sport from "the roots up". Howell notes that
in Guttmann's view the Maritimes does not fit within the modernization thesis.
However, his own model proves that harness racing in New Brunswick exhibited all the
characteristics of a modern sport.6 Susan Brownel, a cultural anthropologist, feels that
the thought process started by Guttmann should have developed further through
interdisciplinary study and new geographical locations along with various theoretical
approaches with From Ritual to Record as a starting point, not as an end point.7
Guttmann sees sport as a reaction to and reflection of the modern, urban world.
The common focus on numbers both within capitalism and modern sport is clear.
Indeed, a modern sport is one which is commercialized, a social result of industrialism.
Guttman explains the late nineteenth century popularity of baseball as a function of the
sport's ease of access, technological impetus, appearance of folk heros, and nostalgia.8
Harness racing contained all of the elements which popularized baseball, also causing
the mass success of harness racing during the period. For ease of access, many people
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owned a harness horse. Like baseball, numerous technological innovations helped the
progress of the sport. As well, harness racing made particular use of folk heros and
nostalgia. Baseball and harness racing both have rural connotations, but were an urban
invention in their modern forms. In particular, an examination of harness racing
focussing on the early 1890s in the state of Maine and the province of New Brunswick is
supported and reinforced with Guttmann's characteristics of modern sport. Primary
sources from the region, such as newspapers, demonstrate that the sport exhibited the
properties attributed to modern sport by Guttmann.
Although harness racing has shown itself to be a forerunner to many modern
sporting trends, it is overlooked in the general literature on the history of sport
development. Because of the widespread popularity of the sport in North America,
particularly Maine and New Brunswick, enough evidence survives to show that harness
racing demonstrated its modern characteristics through its organized governing bodies
and infrastructure, race circuits, set rules and arbitrators, focus on money and time,
record keeping, and use of technology. Harness racing had formal spectatorship,
records, organizations, and division between amateurs and professionals decades before
other typically modern sports such as baseball. Indeed, harness racing was one of the
first modern sports in North America, typifying the beginning of the "Modern" era.

A Bureaucratized Sport
Organization was one of the foremost features of the sport of harness racing and
occurred on several levels and many geographic planes. The general trend in the
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nineteenth century was the replacement of traditional, unstructured forms of recreation
with organized clubs and associations. Governing bodies were of ultimate importance.9
Many sports historians, such as Allen Metcalfe, state that organization of sports was an
urban phenomena.10 Urban centres were the seat of the organization of harness racing
during the mid-nineteenth century. Local clubs, usually associated with specific race
tracks, were the basis for regional circuits in the United States and Canada. These clubs
adopted American national level racing rules. Adelman claims that harness racing in
New York provided a template for the rules of the sport nationally. It was in this city in
1825 that the New York Trotting Club was formed, which claims to be the first of its
kind.11 Club members would test the mettle and speed of their horses on the racing track
in Harlem, near the Red House Tavern. Wherever it began in North America, harness
racing organizations spread quickly across the continent.
The 1840s saw the advent of the first organized trotting tracks in the United
States; these imposed order and standardized practices and rules. Various umbrella
organizations materialized, the biggest of which was the National Trotting Association,
formed in 1870 on the Pacific coast, while the United Trotting Association was based in
Ohio. The American Trotting Association in the Midwest added to the confusion over
9
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which association governed supreme.12 The National Trotting Association's original
goal was to prevent and punish fraud and as stated by Adelman, "To guarantee the
presence of the best talent, [as] the enlarged market necessitated the creation of some
form of systematic scheduling to avoid conflicting engagements."13 Scheduling and
avoidance of vice were reasonable goals, especially because harness racing never
reached significant levels of corruption and rowdyism as sometimes happened in flat
racing. If a harness racetrack became corrupt, it was boycotted, although some
contemporary accounts claim that trotting was not always so dignified and ethical as
portrayed.14 The National Trotting Association emerged to take control and reform the
sport through track law, upholding Victorian values of restraint. By the end of the
nineteenth century National Association rules were in use at the Maine State Fair.
However, the various organizations still acted as competing bodies, and did not finally
amalgamate to form the United States Trotting Association until 1939.15

Rules, Regulations, and American Influence
Along with record keeping, the main purpose of sporting organizations was to
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determine and enforce rules. Although harness racing arose from informal matches and
these continued throughout its history, the governing of disputes necessitated rules. As
the sport became more complex and popular, the demand for common rules increased.
A significant step in standardizing the rules for harness racing occurred at a meeting at
New York on February 2, 1870. Delegates from 48 associations under the title "ByLaws and Rules for the National Association for the Promotion of the Interests of the
American Trotting Turf' formed the basis for the American Trotting Association with
support from the Midwest.16
American associations, including the breed registries, oversaw parts of Canada as
well, particularly the eastern part of the country. Indeed, until 1909 all Canadian
Standardbred horses were registered with the American Trotting Register Association.17
The amalgamated United States Trotting Association was to govern the Maritime
Provinces during the early nineteenth century, while the other regions in Canada
belonged to the Canadian National Trotting Association, showing a stronger affinity
between the Maritimes and United States.18 The American Trotting Register stated "In
order to define what constitutes a trotting-bred horse and to establish a breed of trotters
on a more intelligent basis, the following rules are adopted to control admission to the
records of pedigree."19 On May 22, 1891 in a meeting at Chicago, the American
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Trotting Registry and National Registry Associations combined, a big step in creating a
unified organization. The importance of this event in Canada warranted coverage by
local papers even in the province of New Brunswick.20
This evidence contradicts Canadian sports historian Alan Metcalfe's claim that in
Canada,"Unlike thoroughbred racing, there was no concentrated effort to form a national
association. Trotting was mainly local and at best regional. Few efforts were made to
form even provincial associations. Second, there was no strong inter-club structure
linking the various clubs together. "21 The statement is not totally unfounded, but its
negative tone gives the impression that the sport was not developed, which is certainly
not true. The Maritimes Provinces actually became allied with the American national
organizations, which is where they registered their horses and kept racing statistics.
Metcalfe was also inaccurate in saying there was little organization of harness racing
compared with flat racing; perhaps there was not a fully Canadian organization, but a
strong continental alliance existed. There is evidence that a larger circuit of some kind
was discussed within New Brunswick, which also demonstrated regional organization.
In August 1891, "The St. Stephen Driving Park Association have arranged for a grand
fall circuit meeting at the park."22 During the same year, Saint John held five days of
races during their exhibition, while "Fredericton will probably have two days, with dates
to suit St. Stephen and St. John," showing that racetrack clubs coordinated within New
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Brunswick to make sure race dates did not overlap.23 Participants within Canada
certainly valued scheduling, records, registration, and rules, every bit as much as in the
United States.
North America shared one race circuit for the top harness horses: the Grand
Circuit. The best horses of the regional circuits in Canada and the United States would
go on to the Grand Circuit, started in Cleveland in 1871. Smaller local circuits with
similar organization to the Grand Circuit would determine the top athletes. Tracks
worked together to choose race dates to avoid conflicts.24 With horses and drivers
travelling across the continent to compete, specific jockey colours for drivers, displayed
on their cap and jacket, began entry in a registry in the 1890s.25 The continental unity of
the sport was evident.

A Move to Commercialization
Trends in race formats including "heat races" and "colt races" also spread
throughout North America and supported the changes and development occurring in the
sport by increasing the number of races being staged. The latter half of the nineteenth
century saw a move toward more races over shorter distances and a greater number of
horses starting in each race to cater to spectator betting, and also to accommodate
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increasing numbers of horses.26 The heat system was widely used: competitors were
usually scored out of six heats. The final winner was the horse with the highest placings
after the six heats, or after three heats were won. Endurance races and long heats were
progressively reduced. Race divisions were often based on age, but the racing of horses
under the age of four developed later in harness racing than in flat racing. The first
official colt stake for trotters, featuring three-year-olds, was held in 1867, put on by the
sporting newspapers Spirit of the Times and Turf, Field & Farm, demonstrating the early
involvement of the newspapers in the rise of the sport.27 At the Maine State Fair in
Bangor in 1883, horses in the three years and under and four years and under classes
were restricted to the best two in three heats, so as not to tire the young horses.28
Colt racing started in earnest in the 1890s, encouraged by breeders' organizations
because successful animals could then have long and profitable careers in breeding.29
Racing of young horses, particularly two-year-olds, began in Maine and New Brunswick
during the 1890s. Only three two-year-old races, nineteen three-year-olds races, and
eighteen four-year-old were held in 1890.30 In 1891, the recommendation was that the
colt stake be discontinued from lack of support by owners and breeders in Fredericton,
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New Brunswick.31 With the popularity of two- and three-year-old sprint racing
elsewhere in the United States and eventually in the Maritimes, it was harder to make
the traditional argument that the sport of harness racing helped to develop a better
quality of working harness horse, as working horses would not usually be worked so
early in their lives.
Prize money contributed to harness racing's commercialization. Prize money
achieved significant levels in both Canada and the United States by the 1890s. In the
Maritimes and New England casual wagers would have existed for a long time, but
regular prize money was well established by the 1870s. High purses made the races
enticing for both horse owners and spectators. Prize money amounts were usually set in
the entry forms, except in the case of stake races where part of the money was put up by
the owners of the horses.32 The prize money could come from entry fees, track
associations, donations, local businesses, and gate receipts. The proceeds of gate
receipts were of particular importance in "hippodroming," the practice of well-known
horses being pitted against each other or the clock. This practice often led to the
problem of fixed races for dramatic value to increase ticket sales and please the
audience. Horses were classed by money earned rather than the maximum speed they
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achieved, a very mercantile development.33 It is not clear, however, how important
gambling was to the commercial development of harness racing. Certainly gambling
would have been present, but it was not directly discussed in the primary sources.
In examining prize monies for races in New Brunswick and Maine in 1890, the
highest amount went to the faster time divisions and older horses, with the most money
going to "free-for-all" races. "Free-for-all" races featured open entry and the best
horses.34 The average prize for a race was one hundred to two hundred dollars.35 The
single highest purse offered during that year was one thousand dollars for a trial against
time and a match race, a very significant amount of money for the period. The most
important tracks are identifiable by the higher money offered, with the most money to be
found at Bangor, Maine and the least at the small tracks of Belfast and Fort Fairfield,
Maine. The larger race meets usually lasted three days, with about three races per day.
The most popular division of races in New Brunswick and Maine were free-for-alls and
"2.40 races" (for horses who had not yet broken this time) while three-year-old was the
most numerous age division. Although the racing of young horses was just being
popularized in the 1890s, once the horses reached the age of four and five they entered
the open categories. The lower prizes for younger horses show that colt racing was still
developing. The high purses offered in the region denote the serious level on which the
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sport was undertaken. When sports are pursued at a high level, disputes often arise. It
was in these situations that the rulings of governing organizations were useful.36

Rule Breakers and Sportsmanship
A demonstration of boundaries within the sport and its attention to
sportsmanship comes from incidents where rules had to be used at times of dispute, for
which the New Brunswick-Maine region offers excellent examples. In Saint John
during 1887, there was debate surrounding the reinstatement into the driving club of
cheating drivers, who had disguised fast horses and entered them in slow classes in order
to win.37 In Maine a complaint was sent to the editor of the Bangor Daily Commercial
in 1890 from a driver requesting that a race be trotted a second time under National
Association rules because of improprieties. The purse was divided between the horses
in the race before it began, therefore no effort was put into the race.38 Newspapers were
quick to commend good rulings or point out infractions, as was the case in Chatham,
New Brunswick in 1890: "The best thing we have heard for some time is that the judges
at the Chatham races on July 1st allowed a horse called White Stockings to compete in a
fourth heat of a race after having been kept in the barn during the third heat of the race.
As the St. John track is talking of not joining the N.T.A. this year how would it do for
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Chatham to become a member."39 The implication of these two items was that they
were trying to use the National Trotting Association rules in Bangor and also that the
Chatham officials were already following the National Trotting Association rules. It also
appears that Saint John had been a member of the NTA in the past as well. The
Chatham article goes on to say, "By the way, is it because of the recommendation of the
St. John society to the Board of Review asking that John McCoy be reinstated was not
acted upon that St. John does not want to come up and join again? It might have been
better for all concerned if Mr. McCoy had not beaten one of the best of his own horse's
get with that old ringer."40 It sounds as though John McCoy had been using a
"ringer"-an accomplished horse disguised to race in a lower division than it was
permitted to enter- but the Saint John club members wanted to forget the incident, while
the National Trotting Association did not agree. In describing the races of Newcastle,
New Brunswick in 1891, which thousands of spectators attended, the Daily Gleaner
took special note of the judges, "Whom did their duties in a fair and impartial manner.
The absence of any squabbling was favourably commented on by all." However, despite
this comment, a complaint was raised against a horse racing out of its proper division,
"A protest against Electricity was filed by Mr. Mackenzie, owner of Long John, that this
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horse had trotted before in races at Alberton, PEI. Judges consider."41 But it was the
sportsmanship of the track which was emphasized, "Newcastle park is becoming very
popular with horsemen all over the country for the fair and impartial decisions and fair
play extended to all." The same September weekend races were held in Fredericton, and
were equally well attended. Like Newcastle, the judges are named and praised: "A more
impartial set of officials could not be found." The one protest was against a professional
trainer, David Stockford, who competed in a "gentleman's" race. A complaint was
raised, "Mr. O'Neill protested against Stockford, who rode Charity on the ground that
he is a professional, but as Charity never had a place the protest will not count."42 The
division between professionals and amateurs had been established at this point and
included in the rules. Sportsmanship and adherence to rules were an important part of
harness racing in the region and of modern sport.
The executors of the rules were the all-important officials, found at tracks of
every size. The role of officials was crucial to maintenance of order in the sport, and
race organizers sought out good officials. A Mr. Caldwell received two hundred dollars
a day for his service at Guttenburg, New Jersey in 1890, "the highest sum ever paid to a
starter in any country."43 Often officials found themselves in difficult positions, even
openly criticized. "A man that is not familiar with trotting rules should never step into
the stand to judge a race, as it is a hundred to one that he will make a blunder that will
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cost some one a little more money than they care to lose," was the opinion of one New
Brunswick sports reporter in 1891.44 It was particularly important that timers were
precise, because at official races these times would be recorded and published.

Against the Clock
Time was one of the ultimate concerns of industrialization, an obsession fully
demonstrated in the sport of harness racing. In the same way that the clock began to
dominate the workplace, so too did it come to be central in sport. The entire creation of
the Standardbred breed was based on the horses' performance in making a two minute
and thirty second mile or better, a manifestation of the bourgeois attitude toward time
and speed. Appraisal against the clock was indeed a trademark of harness racing. A
preoccupation with timing and racing the clock came from American trotting. Stop
watches themselves were invented around 1730 to time horse races.45 The first time
recorded for a trotter was on June 11,1806, published in the New York Commercial
Advertiser was as follows, "A horse named Yankee trotted a mile yesterday in 2.59 in
Harlem, N.Y."46 With this one sentence a tradition of achieving the next best time was
started. A chestnut horse from Waterville, Maine originally called Zuarrow was the next
to break the three minute mile in Boston, doing an unprecedented 2.57 and receiving a
thousand dollar purse in the second decade of the nineteenth century He was renamed

44Ibid.,

September, 1891.

45Guttmann,
46Pines,

From Ritual to Record.

The New Revised Complete Book of Harness Racing, p. 17.

53

Boston Blue and became one of the first heros of the sport.47 An expression of the focus
on time came in the form of exact post times, as clearly demanded in the rules of the
Maine State Fair in 1883, which in turn followed the rules set by the National Trotting
Association stating, "Races will be started at 2 p.m., sharp. All horses must be prompt
or lose their position."48 The clock was the real adversary of all harness racing horses.

Advent of the Record Book
With timing came the increasing importance of records and record keeping. As
Adelman suggests, "Statistics nourished fan interest by providing them with a method of
evaluating a horse in the absence of personal observation or witnessing the horse race on
only a handful of occasions."49 There was great concern over adding to the "2.30 list"
each year with new horses who had broken that marker. Eighteen Ninety was a
particularly successful year, as 1,000 horses entered the 2.30 list that year, compared to
700 to 800 in 1889.50 After 2.30, the next great time limit to beat was two minutes. It
was a topic regularly brought up in the press; "Discussing the 2.00 trotters has become
so much of a fad," one sports writer suggested, "that one can scarcely pick up a
Newsdays without running across a more or less lengthy discussion of this problematical
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subject."51 The standard for the Standardbred was a mile in 2:30 for many years. Lists
of harness racing statistics were published annually in Wallace's Year Book, which was
readily available to the public.

Taking Advantage of Technology
Record reductions occurred in great numbers through the 1880s and 1890s,
attributed to several factors, but most can come under the heading of technology. Along
with advances in development and refinement of the Standardbred breed, changes in
equipment such as horseshoeing, invention of hobbles, introduction of the kite track, and
improvement of sulkies helped to cut racing times toward the end of the nineteenth
century. The widely read Illustrated American Stock Book and Farrier discussed the
increasing number of horses who made the 2.30 list in 1878 and claimed: "This is in a
great measure due to improved tracks and appliances, as well as skill of trainers. Some
horsemen claim that the bottom has not been touched, and that 2.10 will yet be made. It
will probably be some time before it is accomplished if ever."52 This time would come
sooner than expected. In 1889 it was written, "Since 1824, when trotting may be said to
have begun as a sport, the record has been reduced from 2 minutes 40 seconds to 2
minutes 8 3/4 seconds. Whence comes this great advance? It is due to improvements in
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trotting-courses, in sulkies, in horseshoes, in boots and toe-weights, in harness."53
New technologies and a better understanding of science helped in the
manufacture of improved harness racing equipment. The ideas for equipment changes
derived mainly from drivers and trainers of race horses. As the popularity and intensity
of harness racing increased, farriers and trainers created specialized horse shoes for the
race horses which helped them achieve the best racing gaits. Shoeing was
individualized to each horse, as "toe weights" and "side weights" were put on shoes to
affect the horse's trot or pace. Britain and Europe experimented with treated cowhide
horseshoes for lightness. Along with shoes, development of protective and supportive
boots for harness racers, usually made of leather and felt, also helped. Boots helped
prevent pain from legs and hooves hitting each other while the horse was at racing gait.54
Technological advances combined with capitalism to make new products widely
available. The new products were accessible to the general sporting public through
factory production and mail order. An examination of the Moseman's Illustrated
Catalog of Horse Furnishings and Goods from 1893 shows the mass availability of toe
weights, an array of boots, and light racing harnesses which were all very similar to late
twentieth century products. "'Progress' is the watchword of the present era. New ideas
and new inventions for increasing the speed of the horse and promoting the comfort of
the driver are devised and patented daily," stated the catalogue advertising its bourgeois
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values.55
One of the most significant inventions was the hobbles or hopples, which
revolutionized the sport at the end of the nineteenth century. Also called "Indiana pants"
because they were developed by John Browning of Indiana, these straps fit around the
front and hind leg on each side of the horse, helping to keep them in the pacing gait.
Pacers had been present in harness racing since the beginning of the sport but in a
limited fashion. More pacers sneaked into harness racing circuits during the 1880s but
they did not really become popular until the 1890s with the advent of hobbles. Pacers
were often faster than trotters, but there were less of them because they had to be very
good at keeping in their gait. The difficulty with pacers compared to trotters was that
they tended to lose a lot of ground when they broke from a pace. A break by a pacer
caused them to lose races, where a trotter recovered more quickly when they broke. The
hobbles helped to remedy this problem by making pacers more viable in competition
against trotters. Indeed, pacers were to become more popular than trotters in the
twentieth century. Along with shoeing, toe weights, overchecks, and boots, hopples
made pacers valid racers.56
In the late 1890s, the creation of a new shape for harness racing tracks as an
alternative to the regular oval helped reduce record times in the sport, which was always
its ultimate goal. Most tracks in the 1870s were a mile in distance, but by the 1890s half
mile tracks where horses did two laps became more popular, likely as spectator interest
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increased and available land diminished.57 The large increase in horses on the 2.30 list
in 1890 is partially attributed to C. W. William's Independence, Iowa kite track where
many of the records were made. Kite tracks were an elongated diamond shape. They
were an effort to improve on the oval shape which was commonly used. The advantage
of the kite track was that it only had three corners, which eliminated twisting of vehicles
in turns, allowing for faster times.58 Many records were set using the innovative tracks.
Driving parks even acquired electric lights for night races. As Keith Sandiford states:
"New methods of illumination meant that leisure activities could be prolonged well into
the night and could indeed be pursued throughout the year."59 The legality of the
Independence track caused dispute, but an official measurement was actually found the
track one foot and two inches longer than a mile.60 Simple instructions on how to build
different types of tracks were widely available by the end of the century.61 Half mile
tracks became favoured in New England and the Maritimes during the 1880s.
Roger Longrigg argues that track surfaces and design, along with the use of ball
bearings and pneumatic tires in racing sulkies, were the inventions which had the
greatest influence in reducing times.62 The development of pneumatic tires at the end of
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the nineteenth century made the successful kite tracks obsolete. The new bike sulkies did
not twist like the old high wheel sulkies around corners; this was the problem which kite
tracks were designed to combat. The march of technology had a significant impact on
how the sport progressed.
The development of the sulky, the preferred racing vehicle, was a significant
factor in the advance of the sport. A sulky was originally a two wheeled carriage for one
person (one suggestion is that the name came from the "sulky" attitude of a person who
would drive alone) which evolved into a harness racing vehicle. It started at around one
hundred pounds, but increasingly became lighter in weight.63 The year 1891 was a
turning point when the mare Sunol broke Nancy Hank's record to 2.08 1/4, giving her
"the last world championship held by a trotter pulling a high wheel sulky."64 The first
pneumonic or bicycle tires, replacing the old, high wooden wheels, were used the next
year in Michigan and Massachusetts and it was quickly evident that records were going
to drop greatly with their use.65 Jockeys went from sitting way above the horse to below,
lessening wind resistance. Along with the invention of a bent axle which allowed for the
horse to be hitched closer to the vehicle and the removal of springs, the bike sulky
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revolutionized the sport of harness racing.66

Conclusion
Harness racing was clearly one of the earliest modern sports; even though Allen
Guttmann does not mention harness racing amongst his discussion of modern sport, it
demonstrates all the modern characteristics he outlined. Although sport history and
theory has developed since his model was introduced, harness racing had yet to be held
up to the criteria of the model. The characteristics of modern sport found in the harness
racing of the New England-Maritime Province region included the important role of
governing bodies and organizations, a set competition format and rules, a strong focus
on time and the procurement of records, and the able use of technologies and
commercialization. Governing bodies set standardized rules and existed crosscontinentally in conjunction with active local clubs which functioned on a grass roots
level. These organizations supported circuit patterns, and they referred disputes to the
higher organizations and officials. Race formats followed developing trends in the
sport, such as the use of heats and colt races. An industrial obsession with time was
evident in the sport, as was the measuring of statistics and record keeping. The real goal
of the sport was betterment of the record. The goals of and approach to harness racing
marked it as a modern undertaking that made the most of industrial and technological
developments.
The popularity of harness racing in northeastern North America shows its
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widespread appeal to the social values of the late nineteenth century. As the nineteenth
century progressed, so too did harness racing develop. It echoed and demonstrated the
modern ideals of the time. Evidence from the Maritime Provinces demonstrates the
revision and expansion of Canadian literature to match a similar sporting evolution to
the eastern United States. The sport of harness racing was ultimately both a product and
an expression of nineteenth century society in North America.
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Chapter 2: Local Flyers: Leisure and Work in the Social World of Harness Racing
in Fredericton, New Brunswick

In the stables and on the backstretch amongst the pungent overtones of leather,
fresh hay, and the ring of hoof steps and rattling of sulky wheels, could be heard
discussion of business and the state of affairs of the growing town. Not only was the
nineteenth century harness racing track a centre of work for trainers, blacksmiths, and
grooms, but it was also the locus for networking between members of the middle,
dominant class of Fredericton, New Brunswick. Late nineteenth century North
American harness racing tracks such as Fredericton brought together participants from
various backgrounds as the pursuit of modern sport offered venues of participation for
amateurs, professionals, and support workers. At the same town track, a doctor, lawyer,
and baker might have staged "brushes" for supremacy while the practised hands of a
trainer carefully guided a young colt for his first time around the course and a farrier
worked in the stables to fix a horse's shoe. The combined skills and resources of the
participants made the sport of harness racing prosper, but it was the amateur middle
class participants who had the most impact on the sport. A snapshot of the industry in
Fredericton at its peak, in the late 1880s and early 1890s offers insight into the relation
between labour, leisure, class, and sport.
Work and leisure were central to the Victorian experience. Victorians saw
capitalism as the ultimate economic system, greatly influencing all aspects of their

culture.1 While saddle racing was seen by the middle class as opposing the values of
capitalism, a sport of the decadent aristocrats or immoral poor, harness racing had the
aura of representing industry. In fact, harness racing was primarily a leisure activity.
Conflicting dichotomies such as honour versus profit characterized late nineteenth
century society in North America.2 Harness racing was a manifestation of the
juxtaposition of middle class business and leisure values which confronted society in
late nineteenth century North America.
The recently developed historiography of sports history offers a solid basis for
studying the role of class in sports such as harness racing. Class has been a major
concern in the historiography of flat racing, which has mainly focussed on the working
and upper classes. The class most influential to harness racing was the newly dominant
middle class or urban bourgeoisie. In its early stages during the eighteenth and early
nineteenth century, harness racing was not the purview of the middle class, but during
the latter nineteenth century, the growing urban middle class grasped the sport with a
fervour. Tracks and their associated harness racing clubs in Maritime Canada and New
England started more as amateur sporting enterprises but the impetus came from
members of the middle class involved in business and commercial trades. Their focus
on organization, bureaucracy, and the division between amateur and professional shaped
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the form of the sport. By the 1890s, the cost of keeping a competitive harness racer for
leisure purposes made it preclusive to those who did not have a ready supply of
disposable income like the middle class.
A case study of Fredericton, New Brunswick provides an excellent opportunity
for understanding the regional leisure and work patterns of harness racing. A tradition
of horse racing existed in Fredericton and its surrounding areas since the eighteenth
century, but reached its pinnacle of organization and formalization with the creation of
the Fredericton Driving Park Association. Participants in track activity were a distinct
group within the community of Fredericton, a microcommunity, with its own divisions
class, wealth, and purpose. The development of harness racing was dominated in
Fredericton by bourgeoisie amateurs and supported by those who relied upon the horse
for their livelihood. The amateur members of the Fredericton Park Driving Association
came primarily from the bourgeoisie class and lent organizational skills learned in
business as well as social connections to the driving club. For this group, owning a
harness racer was a status symbol and an expression of class sensibilities. The second
part of the harness racing community was comprised of the professionals involved in
maintaining the race horses-trainers, grooms, carriage and harness makers, livery
stables, blacksmiths, veterinarians, and breeders. These men looked to make a profit
from the popularity of the sport of harness racing. Farmers living near Fredericton were
a main source of locally produced racing stock, playing an indispensable role, although
some horses were bred in town. Farmers also often already had the means and facilities
to keep horses, so they made up a portion of race horse owners. Fredericton is a good

64

locale for an examination of the finer points of leisure, work, and class associated with
harness racing.

Horse Racing and the Role of the Middle Class
A distinct sets of values were aligned with flat racing and harness racing in
North America; the values attached to harness racing were also considered "middle
class" values, during the nineteenth century. Flat racing was generally viewed as an
elite pursuit, while harness racing was a sport "of the people." Historically, the Puritan
eastern United States was more accepting of harness racing than flat racing because it
was considered a functional type of activity. As Frances Haines states, "The northern
rural population was much less opposed to harness racing than to racing under saddle.
A trotting horse hitched to a buggy or cart was still to them a working horse, quite
different from a horse kept only for pleasure riding, and they took a great deal of pride in
driving fast trotters."3
Owners could act as drivers in races, and the harness horses often functioned as
all-round working horses as well as racing until the end of the nineteenth century.
Amateur harness races were easier to stage than flat racing in north eastern North
America, especially in the early nineteenth century when impromptu races on the street
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were common.4 The breed of horses used for harness racing was ordinarily less
expensive and more durable than a thoroughbred racer, making them more accessible.
These factors allowed for a more common and middle class ownership of trotters than
thoroughbreds. In his fine article on the popular success of harness racing in the United
States, Melvin Adelman notes that, "In contrast to the aristocratic and foreign
thoroughbred, the trotter was perceived as democratic, utilitarian, and, by logical
extension, the American horse."5 An author in 1889 concerning the qualities of a
harness racing driver wrote, "The typical driver who has been evolved from these
conditions is a spare but sinewy man, with a quiet manner and a firm mouth,-as
distinctly American a person as any that can be found. His chief qualities, so far as the
horse is concerned, are sympathy and resolution."6 The writer was stating that the
qualities needed in harness racing are those same characteristics which typified, or at
least were idealized, by America. Harness racing was not only an America sport; from
its inception harness racing was pursued enthusiastically in eastern Canada.
The utilitarian status of the harness racer, however, became more of an image
than a reality by the end of the nineteenth century. Adelman concedes that harness
racing became more accepted by the new upper classes after the 1860s, with the
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increased formalization of the sport.7 In the province of New Brunswick, both
professional and amateur horsemen of various classes competed in races as owners or
drivers, but the most often seen were middle class amateurs. The debate surrounding
professionalism and amateurism in sport was an important one in the nineteenth century,
but it appears the lines were fairly clear within Fredericton harness racing. By 1890,
harness racehorse ownership, in most cases, was consumption rather than investment.
Harness racing had moved beyond the argued purpose of improving the quality of
harness horses and, therefore, transportation. Adelman claims that trotting owners came
from mainly the upper middle or tradesmen classes who used the horse in daily work in
the late nineteenth century, but by this period Fredericton was mainly beyond this stage
in the development of the sport. In general, harness racers were primarily kept
exclusively for racing and pleasure driving.
Most of the historiography on the social aspects of nineteenth century horse
racing concerns British flat, or saddle, racing. Nevertheless, this literature provides a
comparative basis for the study of harness racing. Thoroughbred flat racing in Britain
shortened racing distances, made riders professional, and created formal organizations
one hundred years before harness racing. The most recent monographs assert differing
perspectives on the class influence on British flat racing .8 The standard view was that
the class make up of flat racing tended toward the unity of upper and working class in
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leisure against the growing middle class, which differed from the middle-class
dominated harness racing.9 M.J. Huggins, however, describes the nineteenth century as
a period where the middle class organized European sports, even flat racing, and while
under their control, became commercialized, working-class spectator sports.10 The
influence of the middle class on harness racing in North America was much more
apparent than in British flat racing.
The bulk of harness racer owners and owners/drivers in the late nineteenth
century were drawn from the new "urban gentry" or bourgeoisie and they took an active
interest in the development of the sport. The new middle class of professionals and
specialists in commerce, production, and agriculture drove the movement toward
organization in sport. Indeed, their clear sports leadership role is a reflection of the rise
of the the rise of the middle class in the nineteenth century. The origin of status within
the middle class derived from education, occupation, and accumulation of wealth rather
than from inheritance. From the upper ranges of the middle class came the new upper
class of American capitalist society, placing harness racing among the pursuits of the
distinguished members of society. However, harness racing remained more socially
equitable than other sports preferred by the elite, such as yachting. Melvin Adelman
believes that harness racing participants, because of their middle class background, were
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more welcoming of participation by all classes. The middle class had a more of an
enterprising nature which aided in the expansion of the sport.11 The middle class's
general goal with sport was to push out rowdyism and make sport rational, respectable,
and moral. It was the middle class that created bureaucratised driving parks with
committees, officers, and formalized rules in the province of New Brunswick and state
of Maine, which were usually set up as corporations. The executive of the harness
racing associations consisted of the most active and influential community members.
Their names could be seen throughout the town including doctors, merchants, lawyers,
and the sheriff. Harness racing elites often shared several common ties: they were
middle class, male, Protestant, Canadian, British, or American, and middle aged. Nancy
Bouchier's study of Woodstock, Ontario's Driving Park Association identifies members
as non-manual workers involved in a variety of sports clubs, fraternal organizations,
boards of trade, and town councils, all organizations which policed respectability.12
This class' influence in the urban environment is reflected not only in the sport of
harness racing, but in many other facets of society.
The upper middle class was also the most powerful class in the United States
during the late nineteenth century. Harness racing was one of its favourite sports. The
best example of the new elite's involvement in harness racing is the Bonner-Vanderbilt
rivalry. This celebrated episode helped to legitimize the sport. Robert Bonner, an Irish
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immigrant to the United States and self-made millionaire, improved the image of the
harness racing owner. A rich, strict Scotch-Presbyterian who was opposed to gambling
he exemplified the new spirit of the sport. William Henry Vanderbilt (1821-1885),
eldest son of Cornelius Vanderbilt and creator of the Vanderbilt fortune, was one of the
richest men in the world and indulged in buying the best harness horses in the world.
Affluent men such as Bonner and Vanderbilt bought up the best horses from the track
and then used them "non-competitively." As Minnesota Horseman pit it in 1891: "It is
generally acknowledged that Robert Bonner, of New York, not withstanding that he
never races his horses for money, has done more to elevate the trotting horse to his
present position than any other man in the country, simply because it was generally
known that he was ready to buy the best trotting horses in the land at a very long price
and every producer in the country was striving to get that best one and obtain Mr.
Bonner's money."13 The cost of trotters rose in response to the increased interest of the
new rich in harness racing. So, in this sense it became less the "sport of the people."
Correspondingly, however, such elite involvement made the middle class aspire to
harness racer ownership. Owning a trotter had become respectable. The sport's
popularity mirrored the change in the ruling class from hereditary elites to the nouveau
riche.
The domination of the middle class over harness racing and its development as a
leisure activity is illustrated by the inroads which the sport made in Fredericton, New
Brunswick during the second half of the nineteenth century. Not only was a popular

13From

Minnesota Horseman. Daily Gleaner. April 21, 1891.

70

harness racing association formed by town leaders, a community of supporting
professionals emerged to encourage the growth of the sport. The story of the
Fredericton Driving Park adds to our understanding of harness racing in North America.

The Development of a Track: Fredericton Driving Park
Harness racing had long been present in Fredericton from its foundations as a
military garrison for the British, but it only became a widely popular spectator sport in
the 1880s. In the 1830s saddle and later harness races were held on straight pieces of
road on the "Flats", which was the earliest track in Fredericton, possibly referring to the
green on Waterloo Row east of Landsdowne Street. Longer races occurred in Lower St.
Mary's and Maugerville on a level piece of highway. A more formal track was built
near the Parish Church of St. Anne's and staged races until 1866. A need arose for a
better track because of increasing interest in harness racing, and in 1866 the York
County Agricultural Society built a one mile trotting track which included a grandstand
that could house five hundred spectators. In that year, a mile long track was constructed
in the district which became known as the "Old Racecourse" between York, Saunders,
Northumberland Streets, and the foot of University Hill.14 Harness racing continued to
grow in popularity during the 1870s. The results of the very last Old Racecourse
meeting in 1886 included a 2.43 trotting class won by Sir Garnet of Truro, Pony
Steeplechase which featured five Halifax horses, winner of the four year old trot race
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from Saint John, and pacing race won by a horse from Houlton. The results demonstrate
that by the 1880s horses were coming from New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Maine to
race in Fredericton.15 By this time, harness racing was an important community
activity.
The Old Racecourse was replaced with a new half mile track which has survived
to the present day. This has been the site of many harness racing achievements. The
York, or Fredericton, Trotting Park Association met at the Queen Hotel on September
15,1886. It leased twenty acres of the Odell property and began to build a one half mile
track in the summer of 1887; the first race meeting was held in September 1887.16
"Fredericton's New Park" was announced in the Saint John Daily Telegraph in August
1887: "A Half Mile course in a Good Location" with "The Track Provided with Band,
Judges' and Grand Stands- Plenty of Stable Accommodation - the Opening Expected in
September."17 The new track hosted mainly trotting and pacing and only occasionally
running races. Members of the Bicycling and Boating Club, founded in the early 1890s,
often raced bicycles on the track as well.18 In addition, "A large Government barn was
built in the west end of the [Odell] property, where breeding of standard bred horses was
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carried out extensively."19 In 1889, the York County Agricultural Society raised a small
building for the local fair on land also bought from the Odell estate fronting Saunders,
west of Smythe Street, in the same location as the current Fredericton Exhibition
buildings.20
The following excerpt is from an article was published in the Gleaner on
October 17,1891. It sums up the harness racing season for Fredericton, "Trotting
Season Ended: There will be no further racing on the park track this season. Although
the local horses did not make any great records yet they have held their own fairly well..
.. Trotting will now rest quietly till the river gets in shape and then the excitement will
begin again. Some good contests may be worked up for New Years."21 The harness
season in Fredericton never really finished; indeed many of its participants remained
active throughout the year. The Daily Gleaner's coverage of harness racing did not stop
in the fall; informal and semi-formal harness racing continued through the winter
months both on the snow and on the ice of the Saint John River. The year-round
coverage of harness racing in the Daily Gleaner illuminates the winter aspect of the
sport in Fredericton, showing harness racing to be a year-round sport in the city.
The horses raced on snow with sleighs once there was a good foundation in place
on the city and country streets. "The owners of nearly all the speedy ones are getting
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them in shape for the snow going. Many this winter are getting their horses clipped,
which is, without a doubt, the most humane thing as an owner or driver can do for his
horse if he proposes speeding him in the winter season," reported the Gleaner in
November 1891,22 Some horses were put off in the winter for a recuperation. The
Gleaner noted on November 25,1891: "The speedy gelding Harry M., 2.34 3/4, had his
shoes removed this morning, and goes into winter quarters. It is the intention of his
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Figure 2.1: Canadian Illustrated News. March 11, 1871,
"Trotting Races on the Ice, Near Montreal, on 23rd Feb. "
owner not to start him this winter, presuming in consequence of the fact that he don't
propose to have the Moore pacer close him out."23 The conditions of the streets and
rivers determined how much racing could be done (see Figure 2.1 for a illustration of
Canadian ice racing). "The present condition of the streets is disappointing to the
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owners of flyers at this season," it was noted, "with the house in session, the boys
delight to show the speed of their pets."24 This quote shows that racing activity
coincided with periods of political activity in the capital, and the masculine, leisured
nature of harness racing (see Figure 2.2 for a photograph of winter sleighing in Saint
John, New Brunswick).

Figure 2.2: Sleigh race in New Brunswick,
perhaps Saint John, Provincial Archives of New Brunswick (P338-442)
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The Saint John River offered a perfect winter venue for racing. Brushes occurred
without the interruption of regular city traffic. Winter ice racing was very popular in
Fredericton. The progress of the ice racing season is clearly outlined through the pages
of the Gleaner. An 1892 article illustrates the advanced organization of ice racing in
Fredericton: "If the weather permit, and the ice is good there will be a lively trot on the
river ice near Oromocto on Saturday next. George Pearly has offered to trot his mare for
stakes or honor with any flyer in Sunbury or Queens ... Friends in Fredericton who are
interested in the dash, will be notified by telephone as to the condition of the ice, and the
hour the race will take place."25 Many of the winter races were done for money or for
pride alone, not for monetary gain. Even the parameters of the track are mentioned by
the Gleaner. "On Saturday morning there was some good trotting done on the river. The
course was Temple's landing down stream under the railway bridge ... The honors
seemed to be between Orr's black stallion and McKinley, with Allie Morris a close third
all of these horses are speedy, and showed some fast clips.26 Ice and snow racing,
facilitated by the interest of the Daily Gleaner, kept harness racing in the public eye and
active throughout the year.
During the 1890s, the popularity of harness racing in Fredericton continued to
expand and become more complex. Horses were regularly exercised on the main
thoroughfares of University Avenue, Brunswick Street, and King Street. Leading
citizens of Fredericton actively promoted improvements in harness racing and
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internationally known horses were attracted to the track. On September 21,1893
"Arclight" was driven by C.W. Bell to beat the 2.25 mile with a 2.24 3/4 performance in
Fredericton. "Small Hopes" also tried to trot a 2.25 mile in the city but failed. This
horse was then bought by the famous harness racing supporter W.H. Vanderbilt and
teamed with the renowned Lady Mack.27
The neighbouring town of Marysville, on the Nashwaak River, also became
involved in harness racing during the 1890s. Marysville horses raced in Fredericton for
years. Some of the best racers were owned by the Gibson family: "James Robinson and
A. and W. Gibson of Marysville, joined the crowd on the track, and though not entering
in any of the contests, have horses that are admired by all." The Gibsons, like Bonner
and Vanderbilt, owned good horses but chose not to race for money.28 The Gibson
family was headed by renowned lumber "Boss" Alexander Gibson, who owned half the
lumber exported from New Brunswick in the 1880s and erected one of the largest cotton
mills in Canada in 1886. The mill supported the model company town of Marysville.
An older track built by James Gibson was not ideal for trotting because of its sandy
surface.29 In August 1891, racing enthusiasts discussed the possibility of constructing a
racetrack in Marysville, whose residents travelled to the Fredericton Park track, quite a
distance from the town. "There are many fast horses owned in the town and this will
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give an impetus to the work of breeding besides adding to the value and attraction of the
place," stated a Fredericton newspaper.30 Alexander Gibson donated the land, located on
a level piece of ground near the "brick hill", and the lumber to fence the track.
Construction started immediately. The next day "surveyor Reed" laid out the new half
mile, elliptical track. A large building for exhibitions and meetings was also planned,
and the positive, "boosterism"commentary stated: "The town is progressive, and what is
done is well done."31 Construction was halted in October, however, due to the frozen
ground, but it was hoped the track would be finished in the spring: "the intention is to
put in a good force of men on teams and make this track equal to any in Canada."32
Forty-nine acres were needed for a mile track and fourteen for a half mile track, and an
amateur track could be set up using wire and regular surveying tools.33 The new track in
Marysville required a new trotting association that would look after the track's
maintenance, race meetings, and rules.
The Fredericton Driving Park Association, founded alongside the new track in
1886, was an excellent example of early, grassroots level sports organizations using
bureaucratic principles in staging meets and maintaining the facilities. The running of
an official harness track required regular meetings, investors, and volunteer time.
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Members and participants needed leisure time to enable them to prepare their horses for
races and run the organization. A lack of support was a problem at times, as in many
other voluntary organizations. Want of interest was a concern at the beginning of the
1891 season, for example, when the May meeting of stock holders failed to achieve
quorum. However, with additional commitment on the part of Association members, the
racing season that year was productive.34 In September of that year the directors of the
Association decided to "immediately apply for admission to membership of the National
Trotting Association,"an important step for the track's legitimacy.35
The Association piloted the track's development, directing its affiliations,
financial management, staging of events, and maintenance of its facilities. Even though
it was not a business in the sense that its aim was not to make money, members'
business savvy could be put to use in the Association. At the semi-annual meetings of
the Fredericton Park Association the financial aspect of the organization was a prime
concern. The report after the November 1890 meeting, for example, was "the debt for
building, etc., though quite large, is still within the limit and is at once to be cancelled ..
. Some new stock was taken and almost all the old shareholders increased their
subscription lists."36 From the November meeting of the following year, the finances
were of "better standing than for some time previous and that the net gains in the races
in the past season had amounted to nearly $400. This was largely owing to the two local
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races 25th May and 1st July in which members of the Association and their friends had
allowed their horses to start without compensation."37 Track members agreed to race
for no prize money, suggesting that they were not in the sport solely for financial gain.
Also at the meeting, a plan was made to expand the Association board from seven to
twelve members, extending the organization's bureaucracy.
Another responsibility of the Association was to set the length, date, and purse
amount for race meetings and to send this information in circulars "to the different
horsemen throughout the Maritime provinces."38 Track officials who ran the events,
including the race secretary, presiding judge, placing judge, timer, clerk of the course,
patrol judge, and starter, were often drawn from club membership; sometimes judges
from other towns were brought in for race meets as well. The maintenance of track
facilities was also an important responsibility of the Association. A sports writer
suggested in spring 1891 that, "if the Directors of the Park Association would expend a
few dollars in deepening the drains around the track, thereby giving the surface water a
chance to run off into the main drain, it would be in shape to go May first; and also stop
the gullying out of the track which does great damage." Later the same month he wrote,
"At the meeting of the Park Association on May 4th, something ought to be done about
draining the track. If any idea is entertained of holding a meeting on the 24th of May, a
veiy little expense in this connection would make the track in good condition by that
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time."39 According to early twentieth century harness racing expert W.H. Gocher:
"Constant care is what makes a track safe and fast for racing. It cannot be neglected for
fifty weeks in the year and be good for race week."40 The track, barns, grandstand, and
other properties of the Driving Park needed year-round care to sustain its usability in
season, and apparently the sport writer thought the Association needed some
encouragement in this duty. During the November 1891 meeting "a vote of thanks was
tendered the directors for their Management during the past Season." It is not known if
the "Management" was paid, but the board of directors likely was not. Most members
who took part in decision making, promotion, and officiating were active participants in
the sport, the owners and drivers who formed a small community of common interest.

The Horsemen's Microcommunity of Leisure
The Driving Park Association composed a distinct microcommunity with a
shared interest and background. The horsemen were the lifeblood of harness racing in
Fredericton as elsewhere. Those interested in breeding, training, driving, and racing
formed a community of common interest. The group which was involved in the sport
for leisure was made up of the many men who could be viewed as leaders in the wider
community of the city. Men such as William Flewelling, Hugh O' Neill junior and
senior, Sheriff Alexander A. Sterling, Dr. Frank Brown, the Honourable Frederick
Thompson, and John Edwards were the backbone of harness racing in Fredericton.
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Track and club leaders were established professionals and business entrepreneurs, many
with significant incomes or property holdings. These were members of the new
dominant bourgeoisie: a hotel owner, sheriff, judge, doctor, lumber agent. The cost of
keeping horses exclusively for sport made harness racing prohibitively expensive to
many social groups. The male-dominated harness racing community in Fredericton
particularly appealed to businessmen, professionals, individuals associated with hotels,
and farmers. There were various reasons to become involved in the harness racing
community, but it was certain that members enjoyed a shared bond.
Harness racing enthusiasts formed a group distinct from other horse owners with
its own motivations and expenses. The motives for race horse ownership and
participation in racing could include pleasure, a sense of accomplishment, status,
prestige, financial ambition, or combinations of these. For some, racing was a hobby
oriented around consumption, while others tried to make a profit. There was a wide
spectrum of different sorts of owners of harness racers, but the high cost of keeping a
race horse usually resulted made it a luxury leisure pursuit. Some race horses were also
general use horses for their owners. But by the end of the nineteenth century, most
Fredericton horses active in racing were specifically selected for their potential to
succeed in the sport and kept mainly for that purpose according to newspaper reports.
The focus of the sport in Fredericton was primarily amateur outside of the several
professional trainers who worked at the track. Race earnings compared to expenses
were not great, and there was more money to be made in breeding horses for races. For
those who maintained and produced the horses, animals were seen as a commodity from
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which a profit could be made. The amateur owner/driver, however, often had a more
personal relationship with their horse. Owning a successful racehorse brought renown,
both in the sporting community and with the public at large.
The expense of keeping a harness racing horse limited who could own a such a
horse for mainly recreational purposes. The cost of stabling, horseshoeing, equipment,
feeding, entrance fees, training, veterinary services, stable help, and, often, a driver was
part of the final total. The family papers of Sir Samuel Leonard Tilley, New Brunswick
premier and "Father of Confederation," from 1888 to 1896 give an indication of the cost
associated with keeping horses. Tilley often boarded his horses while travelling at livery
stables, which cost around four dollars a week per horse. It cost Tilley four dollars to
have a horse's coat clipped, which improved the look and performance of an animal who
had grown winter hair. Shoeing and trimming a horse's feet were a regular expense.
The standard cost of having old horseshoes taken off, the horn of the hoof trimmed
down, and four new shoes put on the feet was $1.25.41 Hay, the mainstay of feed for
horses along with grain, necessitated transport into the city, but by the 1890s there was
no shortage of hay in Canada, which actually began exporting hay to Britain in this
decade.42 Speculation allows that some harness horse owners looked after their own
horses like many participants in the sport today, or employed grooms or livery stables.
Horses that were paid to be in training were likely cared for by the trainer and his

41Tilley

family papers, S77 F140-6 to -16, NBMA.

42F.M.L.

Thompson, "Horses and Hay in Britain, 1830-1908" in Horses in
European Economic History, pp. 69-70.

83

employees. The cost of buying and keeping a harness racer was prohibitive for many.
The harness racing driver and harness racing horse were both particular breeds.
Many horses were needed in the city to move goods and people and being able to drive a
horse was important in the nineteenth century. But driving a race horse took more than
ordinary skill at the reins: "To drive a trotter with art is, first, to get from him the highest
speed of which he is capable; secondly, to keep him from making a break; and, thirdly,
to bring him back to a the trot with as little loss as possible after a break has actually
occurred."43 Driving a harness racing horse was a unique experience even in a world
filled with horses. Harness racing allowed owners the opportunity to demonstrate their
prowess as drivers as well as the abilities of their horse. The type of horse particularly
suited for a recreational harness racing is described in a letter written in 1878 from J.H.
Spears of Sussex, New Brunswick:
Sir, I have been informed that you wished to buy a driving
horse. I have the black mare, Stella, for Sale. She started
in the three minute class at Moosepath this Spring, and
showed a two fifty six gait. She has been running out at
grass since she came home but would make a good driver
this winter. She is kind in every way and is well suited for
a gentleman driver if you should wish to see her as she is I
shall be most happy to harness her and let you try her. She
was among our best drivers last winter I can give her to you
strongly recommended."44
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"Stella" was suitable for a gentleman driver because of her high level of trotting ability.
This indicated that she would be an excellent recreational harness horse. Her tractability
would make her manageable for the amateur driver, but he would still be able to enjoy
her speed if he desired. Stella was a much too well-bred mare for an common working
horse. One grandsire was the famous Old St. Laurence and the other the well-known
Deerfield Morgan, making her a Canadian-Morgan cross. She was 15 lA hands, 1050
pounds, and six years old-a nice medium size and just going into her prime years.45
Several such promising animals were owned in Fredericton during the early 1890s.
Although the various levels of class participation in harness racing are clear, the
extent of women's participation in the sport is only hinted at in the sources. The term
"horsemen" is used throughout this study, as the large majority of those involved in
harness racing, both as amateurs and professionals, were men. This said, it is certain
that many women were capable drivers and would have the skills needed to drive a
harness racer. An article entitled "Accident at the Track: Collision Between Two Teams
and Another Barely Avoided" shows the possible dangers of the sport, along with the
fact that women were involved in track activities in Fredericton:
(Nehemiah) Kierstead and (Geo) Ross met in the upper
curve, both turned off from one another, but Kierstead
suddenly changed his mind and turned the same way as
Ross. The result was that Kierstead struck Ross's skeleton
waggon and turned it over. Ross's got a severe wrench.
The little horse he was driving did not run away but started
down the stretch at a thirty pacing gait, being dexterously
stopped, however, by Dave Stockford. But it was a good
burst. Meanwhile, Keirstead had decamped.
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Dr. F.M. Brown was sitting behind one of his flyers,
when the breeching got out of place and began to
bother him. The result was that he tried to run away.
He could not pull her in and all he could do was to keep
her straight. Mrs. Flewelling was on the track and her
horse was led off just in time to avoid a collision. It would
have been a bad one if she had remained there."46
Mrs. Flewelling was likely the wife of track secretary, W.H. Flewelling. This article
indicates that women were permitted to drive on the track. Harness racing was
considered a "manly" pursuit. Getting behind an unpredictable animal to make achieve
top speeds while in the close proximity to several others trying to achieve the same goal
was not for the faint of heart. The sport, like many other nineteenth century sports, was
male-dominated. This could be an anomaly, as local evidence of competitive female
drivers has not emerged. However, it is not a leap to suppose that women helped
exercise the race horses of family members, and certainly a large segment of women at
the time would have been proficient drivers. Women's most important role in the sport
was as spectators.
The horsemen of Fredericton were a distinct group who had the means to
participate in what amounted to an urban, middle class sport. The leading lights of the
Fredericton harness racing community featured prominently in the local press. Small
business owners, professionals, and hotel owners were particularly interested in the sport
of harness racing. In 1880 the New Brunswick Reporter proclaimed, "It is intended to
have a days sport on York Driving Park next month when the testing of several of the
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home flyers will prove of interest to horsemen generally. The track is now being placed
in first class shape under the supervision of the following committee: R.A. Estey, S.H.
McKee jr., W.P. Flewelling, John M. Wiley, and H. McKee."47 During the next ten
years, these names reappear as the core group of administrators and officials responsible
for keeping the track functioning (see Table 2.1 for a full listing).
Business owners and merchants were particularly prominent boosters of harness
racing activities in Fredericton. Hugh O'Neill Jr. and Hugh O'Neill Sr. were prosperous
bakers whose names often appeared as horse owners and drivers. In addition to their
bakery at 97 Regent Street, they held a combined total of $8,400 in real estate. Other
merchant/artisan participants included Nathaniel LaForest, a tinsmith, plumber, and
gasfitter. The grocer Harry Jewett, (27 York), was also a track veteran. Sheriff
Alexander A. Sterling was high sheriff and a wholesale grocer (located at the end of
Queen), and had the highest income of anyone involved with the Track: $1,800 per
year.48 These businessmen had the resources to keep the race horse in operation. If a
race horse met with success, it could act as an advertisement for their business.
Professionals who had recently experienced gains in social status and
respectability were significant members of the harness racing community. The physician,
Dr. Frank M. Brown, was a prominent horse owner. His two year old pacing colt, driven
by George W. Ross, was described by the Daily Gleaner in 1891 as "the fastest two- year
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old in the Maritime Provinces."49 The Honourable Frederick P. Thompson was a lawyer
in the firm of McFarlane, Thompson, and Anderson and President of the Driving
Association in 1890. Reports on the status of his horses were often given in the local

Table 2.1: Horsemen of Fredericton
City of Fredericton Assessment Books, 1890
Name

Occupation

Residence

Real

Persona

Estate

I Estate
$400

Income

Paid

$200

paid

David Atherton

gentleman

Queen St.

F.M. Brown

M.D.

Queen St.

$2900

$700

paid

John A.

hotel

Queen St.

$14,000

$1500

amend.

W.P. Flewelling

clerk

?St.

$1200

$1400

paid

A.M. LaForest

tinsmith

Brunswick

$2300

$200

$600

paid

$6400

$400

$400

Edwards

St.

Hugh O'Neil

baker

Westmorland
St.

Hugh O'Neil jr.

baker

Regent St.

$2000

A.A. Sterling

sheriff

Brunswick

$12,000

$400

$600

paid

$6400

$1800

paid

$100

$1200

paid

St.

F.P. Thompson

LC

Regent St.

Note: In the 1891 AssessmentsDavid Atherton is gone, but David Stockford does not appear until 1893: "David Stockford, horse
trainer, Longs Hotel,
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McAlpines New Brunswick Directory, 1889-1896
Name

Occupation

Workplace

Residence

Frank M. Brown

physician

245 Queen St.

same

John A. Edwards

proprietor Queen

364 & 368 Queen

Hotel

William P. Flewelling

50 York

lumber agent and
accountant

Alex. Gibson

Marysville

manufacturer, cotton
and lumber

Alex. Gibson jr.

Marysville

foreman,
sawmill

A.N. LaForest

tinsmith, plumber,

128 Queen

Brunswick

and gas fitter

John McCoy

farmer

Flannigan Road

Hugh ONeil

baker

Hugh ONeil

baker

Westmorland

Isaac Peabody

farmer

Nashwaaksis

Alex. A. Sterling

wholesale flour and

97 Regent

144 & 148 Queen

same

Brunswick

provisions

Fred. P. Thompson

of McFarlane,
Thompson, & Anderson

121 Regent
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McAlpines New Brunswick 1896
Name

Occupation

Workplace

Residence

John A. Edwards

prop. Queen Hotel

Queen

same

William P.Flewelling

accountant & lumber

Parliament pi.

George

Brunswick

agent

Harry C. Jewett

groceries

27 York

John McCoy

prop. Commercial

York

Hotel

Hugh ONeill

baker

95 Regent

93 same

Alex. A. Sterling

high sheriff and wholesale

148 Queen

Brunswick

grocer

David Stockford

horse trainer

boards Longs
Hotel

F.P. Thompson

ofMcFarlane, Thompson&

121 Regent

Anderson

PANB MC F541, MC F1409, MC F11072.

newspaper: "Harry M. the noted local trotter, owned by the Hon. F.P. Thompson, has
been under the care of Dr. Henry, V.S., almost ever since his race on the 25th of May, and
has now been turned to grass for a time."50 William P. Flewelling, the well-known
secretary of the track and member of the subscription committee, was a lumber agent and
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accountant. Harness racing would have fit particularly well with the men's woridview of
progress and order undoubtably held by these men.
Hotel operators had a long connection with harness racing in North America, a
connection reflected in Fredericton. John A. Edwards, proprietor of the well-known
Queen Hotel and its attached livery stable at 364 and 368 Queen Street, was involved in
the Driving Club. The Association often met at the Queen. An advertisement for the
Hotel read, "opposite Steamboat Landing, First-Class Livery stables in connection,
coaches in attendance at all Trains and Steamers."51 The operation of a livery stable
would only strengthen Edwards' bond to the horse racing community. The proprietor of
the Commercial Hotel on York, John McCoy, was also involved in harness racing.
Farmers from the country surrounding Fredericton were part of racing within the
city, particularly as breeders. The sport was not the exclusive domain of city
businessmen and professionals. Isaac Peabody, a farmer from Nashwaaksis, often
appears in Track reports. For example, in 1891: "Isaac Peabody, of St. Mary's, who has
been very successful as an orchardist has during the past few years turned his attention to
the rearing of trotting horses, and has now in his stables some well bred ones."52 The
horse breeding industry catered to the needs of the amateur owner/drivers. Breeders
earned money from breeding harness racing horses, but did not rely on this as a sole
means of income. There were larger horse breeders in the United States and Central
Canada, but most of the New Brunswick breeders relied on farming to sustain
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themselves. In Fredericton, it was the trainers who relied exclusively on harness racing
for their livelihoods. The rising popularity of the sport allowed them to do so.

Professional Horsemen: The Harness Racing Trainers of Fredericton
In addition to the middle class members of the Park Association, the most
important participants in life at the track were horse trainers. In 1890 and 1891 three
significant professional trainers dominate in Fredericton's historical record. These men
were horse racing professionals who made all or part of their living from training and
driving harness racers. Horse training could be a stressful occupation. Investments,
connections, and luck were necessary to turning a profit. Horse trainers were among the
many groups who achieved professional status in the nineteenth century.53
Professionalization was a point of contention within late nineteenth century sport,
as different factions argued over whether the ideal form of the sport was amateur or
professional. Harness racing included professionals, amateurs, and semi-professionals;
but at times the division between amateurs and professionals blurred. As in harness
racing, certain races were staged specifically for gentlemen jockeys. Amateur gentlemen
steeplechase racers were the subject of Joyce Kay and Wray Vamplew's recent study.54
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In British flat racing the owner-rider disappeared in the nineteenth century, while in
Eastern North American harness racing this figure flourished. Vamplew and Kay state
that "weight was a major reason why so few amateurs became successful flat jockeys,"
but this is not a major issue in harness racing.55 The feeling behind gentlemen's
steeplechase racing was that participation in the sport demonstrated manliness, while
harness racing's spirit was dedicated to middle class utilitarianism and the quest to beat
the clock. "Gentlemens' races" and " farmers' races" were found on harness racing cards,
but in the New Brunswick-Maine region race categories were mostly organized by best
time achieved by the horse, or as a "free for all" class open to any driver or horse. For
example, a class called the "best gentleman's driving horse to wagon, style and speed
considered" was offered at the Maine State Fair in Bangor in 1883, but it was only one of
many other races which had open entry to drivers regardless of professional status.56
Unlike thoroughbred racing "trotting permitted the sportsman to demonstrate the prowess
of his horse, as well as his own skill as a reinsman."57 "Matinee racing," where no prize
money was involved, became increasingly popular as the nineteenth century progressed.
Roger Longrigg uses the growth of matinee racing as evidence of the deprofessionalization of harness racing during the 1890s, which would make harness racing
one of the earliest sports to professionalize, then turn in the opposite direction. However,
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British steeple chasing represented an anti-modern sentiment and North American
harness racing a modern mind set. Even though the amateur ethos still permeated
harness racing in North America and gracious behavior was expected of winners and
losers, the goals of harness racing were the testing of limits and pure entertainment.
Harness racing took on the nineteenth century moral conflict between amateurism and
professionalism, but the division between amateurs and professionals was not as blurred
as in other sports.
The two most frequently mentioned professional trainers in Fredericton during
the late 1880s and early 1890s were David M. Atherton and David F. Stockford. Later,
William Dunbar and a Mr. Johnson would play this role. David Atherton was listed as a
"gentleman" in the 1890 Tax Assessments, a clue to his position in society or
pretensions. But he also had the lowest assessed income of any important track figure:
$200 annually. Atherton left Fredericton in 1891 and was not listed in McAlpines New
Brunswick Directory for 1889-1896. David F. Stockford, who worked out of the
Government Stables at the Driving Park, does not appear in the Assessments until 1893
where he is listed as a "horse trainer" with an income of $1000, living at Longs Hotel.
A detailed study of British racehorse trainers was undertaken by Mike Huggins,
but it is unclear how much of the information was applicable to harness racing trainers in
North America. British racehorse trainers fell into two groups: "Public trainers" had a
fixed fee per horse which rose over the nineteenth century, while a "private trainer" only
worked for one owner for a set salary. The Fredericton trainers were of the first variety,
and would have to have money for stable rent. Huggins' study of nineteenth century race
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horse trainers in England showed that most trainers were working class in origin, but
middle class in wealth and treated as "gentlemen" in the community.58 Most
thoroughbred trainers in Britain were country-based, however, while North American
harness race trainers were often at town tracks.
The trainer was a key figure in the professionalization of racing, although trainers
are virtually ignored in the historiography of the sport. They were not even publically
recognized until the end of the nineteenth century.59 Huggins used newspapers and
census figures as the main sources for information about trainers. It was an uncertain
occupation; trainers needed good horses to be successful, but owners could take away
horses without warning. Most trainers supplemented their income by having horses of
their own.60 One advantage of the profession was that a trainer could continue working
well into old age. As Huggins points out: "To start up as a trainer and get horses, two
factors were of importance: contacts, and association with success," assets a trainer
would develop over time.
In 1890 there were several trainers in Saint John, New Brunswick. The most
well-known was Charles "Charlie" W. Bell, who worked with race horses and other
horses with particular behavioural problems and brokered the sale of horses. In January
1892 the "Death of a Well Known Horseman" was reported in the Daily Gleaner. "Jas.
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Kehoe, so well and favourably known among horsemen, and who has been employed by
Mr. W.F. Todd in the St. Croix stock farm since it was established, died at his residence,
Milltown, yesterday from the effects of an injury received several weeks ago while
leading a horse."61 The Todds were a prominent lumbering family on the St. Croix
River, which again shows the relationship between lumber barons and racing. They were
among the few racing enthusiasts in New Brunswick who could afford private trainers,
stables, and tracks. The death of this trainer demonstrates the dangers of the profession.
Horse trainers used a variety of approaches, and all manner of training aids and
equipment (some very brutal), which advertised in equipment catalogues and used by
professionals and owners. Travelling horse trainers, such as John Solomon Rarey, who
claimed a special affinity with the animals also worked throughout North America during
the period.62 However, overall, many aspects of nineteenth century horsemanship
differed little from training philosophies in the twenty-first century. Newspapers and
journal articles often advocated understanding and sympathy when dealing with horses.
Hugh McMonagle, a nineteenth century harness racing horse breeder from Sussex Vale,
New Brunswick, saved a clipping entitled "Horse Education," about handling foals early
in life to produce good, well-adjusted horses.
The trainer and driver of a harness horse was often the same person. The driver
could be of most any age or physical ability. Many successful drivers were middle aged
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and above. These individuals had developed valuable skills over the years. One of the
earliest rules of harness racing was that the driver had to be at least 150 pounds, which
made the sport better suited to the average owner/driver than to the professional jockey.63
Harness racing drivers tended to develop a more personal connection with the horse they
raced because they often owned, or at least exercised, the horse regularly. This
contrasted with the professional thoroughbred jockey, who would often see a horse for
the first time when he mounted it for a race. Nelson, a famous trotter from Maine in the
1890s, was bred, trained, driven, and owned by the same man.
Traditionally broken at a later age than thoroughbred racers, harness racers had
more time to develop physically. By the 1890s, however, there were races for three year
olds and even two year olds. The Stock Book from 1878 recommended breaking at two
and a half years to saddle and then introducing the light trotting wagon. The manual
cautioned repeatedly against training colts too hard, stating,"Trotters hardly ever made
much of a mark before five years old, and gather their laurels from that age up to twenty
years."64 The biggest challenge in training the harness racer was to get the horse to stay
in gait and improve, whether at a trot or a pace.65
Sports writers for the Daily Gleaner reported horse trainer activities every few
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months. David Atherton was reported on in May 1890 as moving back to Fredericton
from Woodstock and is described as, "A first class trainer and driver of the trotter located
in the track stall" and goes on to say "as Dave is one of the very few drivers down east
who has had the pleasure of educating, fitting and driving a few within the limits of the
charmed circle, which most necessarily stamp him a good man, we would predict for him
a profitable season." The "charmed circle" included horses that trotted a mile in 2.30
and made the "Standard". Owners would send their promising animals to him for
training and driving in races. Atherton had a "string" of horses that included Keswick
(owned by a Mr. A. Keswick) and Woodstock Kentucky Wonder, purchased as a foal by
Misters Murphy and Colter of Woodstock on Atherton's recommendation from C.H.
Nelson of Waterville. As a colt, the horse was sent to the trainer for work "on the level
streets and a good track." As well, Atherton trained a two year old filly by Kearsarge out
of Bessie owned by J.H. Flemming and the four year old colt Dred, a speedy and pleasant
road horse, owned by "the popular Secretary of the Park Association, W.P. Flewelling".66
Atherton travelled to races with his charges. In October 1890 he drove the
stallion Israel to "a Decided Success at Charlottetown [Prince Edward Island]."67 Later
in the month Atherton and David Stockford were in northern New Brunswick
campaigning horses at Newcastle.68 During October some of the horses trained by
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Gleaner. October 3, 1890.

68"Fredericton

Horsemen in the North," Daily Gleaner. October 8, 1890
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Stockford at the Fredericton Park mentioned in the Fredericton Daily Gleaner were
Oliver Wilkes (owned by James Gibson), the stallion Sporter, the pacer Flying
Dutchman, and the mare Southwind owned by Dr. Pindleton of Saint John. The
newspaper said of Southwind: "From her performances during the last ten days, this
mare can go in the thirty list next year if given any chance at all."69 In July 1891,
Stockford took on Southwind's four year old son, Northwind: "He has never been
tracked, the Dr. having occasion to use him in his business, but he shows a nice way of
going, a good disposition and ambition enough to satisfy his owner that he is worth
breeding."70 That owners would send horses from as far away as Saint John shows that
Stockford had a good reputation as a trainer. Indeed, the Gleaner stated that Maud, a
three year old mare by Sir Charles owned by Mr. Fairley of Boiestown showed a 20 to 30
second improvement with only a month's training by Stockford.71
In April, 1891, Atherton left Fredericton for Amherst, Nova Scotia to take charge
of Lance and Co.'s Stables. The Gleaner lamented his departure: "When in this city he
has won a good reputation as a driver and has done some excellent work as a trainer of
young horses. It will be a decided gain to the sportsmen of Amherst."72 But the paper
remained hopeful for the upcoming season, "Mr. Johnson of St. Mary's had gone into the
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the Track "The Horses Being Handled by Our Boys- Some Fast Ones in
Mr. Stockford's Stables," Daily Gleaner. October 9, 1890.
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Gleaner. July 24, 1891.
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Gleaner. April 3, 1891.
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horse training business and has the promise of several fine and speedy youngsters to
handle the coming summer. These with the string that DJ. Stockford will pull through
the ring, will send a number of new ones to the front at the fall's races."73 In May, David
Stockford took possession of the government barns for his training stables, for which he
already had around six charges.74 The question is whether Stockford forced Atherton out,
or he just had a better offer. Whatever the case, it is apparent that the city could support
at least one or two harness race trainers.
In May 1892 another trainer set up shop in Fredericton: "William Dunbar has
leased 9 stalls from the association and will open up for business Monday next with a
string of nine. This is encouraging and we wish him every success."75 Dunbar trained
Claymo and Sir Wilkie: "Sir Wilkie will cover a limited number of mares this season
and from his style, colour, speed, and breeding those who have good mares should take
advantage of this offer." Dunbar was known for having driven the famous Maine trotting
stallion, Nelson. The presence of and interest in professional trainers dramatize the
popularity of harness racing. Along with other professionals involved in aspects of the
sport, harness racers were able to achieve unprecedented levels of success in the last two
decades of the nineteenth century.

The Horse Trades and the World of Work

73Dailv

Gleaner. March 23, 1891.

74Dailv

Gleaner. May 2. 1891.
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Gleaner. May 12 1892 and May 17, 1892.
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A significant portion of Victorian city professionals worked to maintain the large
horse population required to keep the city moving. Those, like trainers, who worked
directly with the animals, along with those who indirectly catered to the needs of the
horse, formed a distinct economic and social network. Other "equine caregivers"
included grooms, carriage and harness makers, blacksmiths, and veterinary surgeons.
These individuals made a regular income from the popularity of harness racing. Extra
horses kept exclusively for use in the sport and would need more specialized (and
expensive) care and equipment than the average working horse.
Although the groom's role in the care of horses was considerable, it is very
difficult to pull from the available evidence a picture of the groom's lifestyle. Keeping
horses requires a significant amount of labour every day: cleaning stables, feeding,
brushing, preparing equipment. Stable workers had to rise early and work late to prepare
horses for daily work and so bed them down at night. The Report of the Royal
Commission on Labour of 1889 records that stablemen for the Saint John street railway
made $9 to $12 per week. According to employees themselves, however, the weekly
salary was actually $6 to $8. "Hostlers and stable employees" were not listed in the
Census of Canada until 1891. In this year ninety-two were listed in New Brunswick
under the "Trade and Transportation" sector. Grooming may have been somewhat of a
transient occupation for those too young, too old, or in other ways unable to work as
drivers. McMonagle's groom, James Crawford, made his mark with an "X", thus
demonstrating his illiteracy.76 The stable worker was a shadowy but important figure in

76McMonagle

fonds, #56, NBMA.
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the horse trades.
Care of horses could also be had at the local livery stable. To use the metaphor of
the automobile, the livery provided taxi, rental, and mechanic services, a parking lot, and
a sales centre. Hotels provided liveries as transportation services for patrons. Many
hotel owners kept racing horses. The largest livery stables in Fredericton in the late
nineteenth century were: W.H. Gaunce, Lee's, I. Golding, Baker House Stables,
Russell's, and Queen Hotel Stables.77
Manufacturing changes associated with modern industrial capitalism affected the
care of harness horses. Small artisanal-style shops gave way to factories using sewing
machines and cheap labour to produce finished goods more quickly. Some jobs
associated with harness making, such as the cutting of leather and collar stuffing,
continued to be performed by skilled workers, while others, like stitching, were taken
over by machine.78 By the end of the nineteenth century, many items of horse
equipment, as well as accessories and tools that were been previously manufactured
locally, were available could by mail through catalogues such as Moseman's Illustrated
Catalog of Horse Furnishings of New York. The catalogue promoted modern
convenience: "'Progress'" it proclaimed, "is the watchword of the present era. New
ideas and new inventions for increasing the speed of the horse and promoting the comfort
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of the driver are devised and patented daily."79
The carriage making industry in North America exploded in the second half of the
nineteenth century. A fancy carriage from a prestigious company, such as Brewster &
Company of New York, could cost as much as $1500.8° Specialized racing sulkies aided
harness racers in achieving their best times. The manufacture of carriages was a big
business in Fredericton in the second half of the nineteenth century. Part of King Street
was known as "Carriage Row". Patrick McGinn & Son made farm wagons, trucks, and
slovens, competing with Thompson's Carriage Works, John Edgecombe & Sons,
Cooper's Carriage Works, Millers, and Cowells. Carriage makers of the 1880s and
1890s were at the cutting edge of technological advances, and many went on to apply
their skills to the new automobile industry in the new century.81 Harness racing times
were improved by the advent of the bicycle wheel for sulkies in 1893. In that year, John
M. Johnson drove the first bicycle wheeled sulky in New Brunswick, made by Crothers,
Henderson, and Wilson of Saint John, on the Moosepath track.82
Besides a well-made sulky, a harness racer needed proper horseshoes and shoeing
to achieve the best performance possible. This was the job of the blacksmith.

79C.M.

Moseman, Moseman's Illustrated Catalog of Horse Furnishings. 5th ed.
(New York: Dover Pub. Inc., 1893).
80Paul

H. Downing and Harrison Kinney, "Builders for the Carriage Trade",
American Heritage 7, 6 (1956), pp. 90-97.
81Edward

P. Duggan, "The Education of Carriage Makers, 1880-1916," Journal
of Transport History 11, 1 (March 1990), pp. 1-11.
82Brian

Flood, Saint John. A Sporting Tradition 1785-1985. (Saint John: Henry
Flood, 1985), p. 57.
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Blacksmiths held an essential position in the Victorian city; farriers were the particular
type of blacksmith that shod horses. The art of horseshoeing, especially for race horses,
could be very delicate. Farriers were extremely skilled artisans. Each horse's hoof was
individual, and shoeing was gauged to the work of the animal and the way it moved.
Adaptations to shoes were necessary to take the seasonal change of footing into account;
for example welded "caulks" (protruding squares of metal) on shoes in winter to
minimize slipping. Increasing use of horses because of urbanization pushed
developments in farriery forward, perfecting the manufacture of durable and properly
fitting horseshoes.83 By the end of the century, many shoes and nails were factory made,
but an experienced farriers still had to fit and apply the shoe.
Farriers learned their exacting trade through apprenticeships. The average
nineteenth century blacksmith's shop's location was on ground level with a large entry
for horses and vehicles. In the city, blacksmiths often located at the back of buildings
and in alleys, sometimes near livery stables or carriage works, with living quarters above
the workshops.84 Being self-employed, blacksmiths generally had a fairly flexible and
independent lifestyle. Blacksmiths often supplemented horse shoeing with other horserelated work: trading and selling, harness dealing, and dabbling in equine medicine.
Until the rise of veterinary medicine, blacksmiths usually acted as consultants in
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matters of equine health, often using drastic, folkloric, and brutal cures. In the early part
of the century, the public perceived horse doctors as "quacks".85 By the late nineteenth
century, the professionalization of veterinary surgeons was progressing, though it
remained slightly behind that of human physicians. Veterinary surgeons rose in
prominence during the latter half of the nineteenth century and greatly aided in
expanding knowledge of equine health. But accidents still happened, such as the one
reported by the Gleaner in 1891: "On Tuesday of last week Mr. Samuel Carruthers of
Newcastle lost a valuable horse. He was put under the influence of chloroform for the
purpose of having a blemish removed from one of his legs. The surgical operation was a
success but when concluded the fine beast was discovered to be dead from the use of
chloroform. He was valued at $300."86
The professionalization of veterinary surgeons created significant advances in the
care of horses. This development facilitated the rise of the urban horse. Typically,
Canadian and American veterinary surgeons struggled to establish their professional
status. New veterinary surgeons pushed out unqualified practitioners through licensing
via university certification, although allowances were made for experience versus
education in the early years.87 The American Veterinary Medical Association was
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formed in 1863.88 The first veterinary surgeons in Canada and New Brunswick trained in
British institutions.89 The Ontario Veterinary College (O.V.C.), founded in 1862,
"graduated almost 1600 veterinarians during the nineteenth-century. This surpassed any
other veterinary college in the United States or Canada."90 Until 1885, the O.V.C. had a
member of faculty (Dr. James Meyrick) whose specialty was "Diseases of the Horse and
Equitation."91 The Montreal Veterinary College, founded in 1866, was also influential in
the development of veterinary medicine in Canada. The majority of Victorian vets'
practices were not in the country, but rather dedicated to the urban horse market. In the
1871 and 1881 Census, "Farrier and veterinary surgeons" were one category, indicating
the overlap between horseshoer and horse doctor. In 1891, veterinary surgeons merited
their own category, under the "Professional" sector, with sixteen individuals enumerated
in New Brunswick, a significant presence.
Grooms, harness makers, carriage makers, farriers, and veterinarians, along with
trainers, made up a group of professionals who relied on the urban horse to make their
living and were an integral part of the harness racing community.
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Conclusion
The leisure pursuit of harness racing was supported by equine-related
professionals. These support workers came from various classes, while horse owners
came mainly from the upper middle class. In Fredericton, New Brunswick a cadre of
middle class men drove the creation of a harness racing track in the late nineteenth
century. Although there were varying motives behind owning a harness racing horse,
owning and racing such an animal reinforced class values and allowed inclusion in a
microcommunity. The labour of equine professionals combined with the leisure activities
of the middle class to produce a segment of society focussed on the sport of harness
racing. The particular social influences of bourgeois culture and values, with its mixing
of leisure and labour, affected the way the sport developed.
The late nineteenth century dichotomy of work and leisure came together in
harness racing; a sport that demonstrated how they could come to co-exist. Amateurs
provided the interest and volunteer labour for organizational infrastructure, while
professionals allowed competitors to reach the top levels of competition. The rising
interest in leisure among the industrial middle class merged with the commercialization
of sport for profit. The commercial and leisure interest in harness racing came together
in Fredericton to create a coherent sporting community.

Figure 2.3: Fredericton Raceway, 2008
(Author's photograph)
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Chapter 3: "Well-Bred Stallions and Giltedged Matrons":
Standardbred Networks of Breeding and Trade

"An impressive, clean cut head and long neck, with great width between
expressive eyes ... He should be full-chested, well-muscled and carry a beautiful
waterspout tail at all times ... He should have good bone, the very best legs and feet
and perfect hocks ... good looks, good eye, and good hocks."1 This was a description
given by eminent, late nineteenth century Canadian horseman John Bradburn of an ideal
Standardbred stallion. As in their industrial pursuits, North Americans of the nineteenth
century strove for perfection in the production of the perfect harness racing horse, and
the Maritimes and New England played a significant part in the production of the
Standardbred, both in its foundations and later in the refinement of the breed.
The beginnings of the trotting harness horse came with advancements in road
construction in North America. When roads became smoother, carriages became the
most comfortable and quickest form of travel. Until this time, pacers had been more
valued as saddle horses over rough roads for the smooth ride they gave.2 Breeding of
harness horses became closely associated with harness racing, as racing was
rationalized as a way to improve the general quality of working horses. By the second
half of the nineteenth century, this pretense went to the wayside, as the goal of breeders
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John Bradburn, Breeding and Development of the Trotter. (Boston, Massachusetts:
American Horse Breeder Publishing Company, 1906), pp.72-73.
2Standardbreds
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became to produce the fastest track racer, which was not necessarily the best horse for
daily use on the road. The advent of the Standardbred came alongside the growth of the
sport of harness racing with the help of new communication and transportation
technologies.
By 1870, breeding of harness racing horses had become extremely rationalized:
a registry of animals existed, statistics on racing successes were kept in a central
location, and the National Association of Trotting Horse Breeders was formed. Horses
that met "the standard" of trotting a mile in two and half minutes or pacing in two
minutes and twenty-five seconds were admitted to the stud book. The "standard breed
of trotting horse" was becoming the Standardbred. The post-Darwin era meant a more
scientific approach to livestock breeding and even more focus on progress in all aspects
of society. The technological, scientific, and intellectual revolution which occurred
during the nineteenth century allowed for the rapid development of the modern
Standardbred horse and commercialization of its breeding. The improved breeding of
harness racers and creation of the Standardbred was a direct result of the changes which
were occurring in North American society.
The importance of Canada and New England in the breeding of the ultimate
harness racer, the Standardbred, has been overlooked in historical writings on the
industry. In fact, the New England- Maritime region was crucial in the evolution of the
Standardbred. Even today, the influence of Canadian-bred horses is greatly
undervalued, as demonstrated by the common practice of calling the breed the
"American Standardbred." The Standardbred would not have developed without the
infusion of the Morgan from New England and the Canadian Horse and Canadian Pacer.
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Along with the Canadian Horse, Canadian Pacer, and Morgan, the breeds of horse that
have contributed to the genetic foundations of the modern Standardbred are the English
and Kentucky Thoroughbred; all five of these breeds were present in nineteenth century
Maine and New Brunswick. Leading Standardbred lines were imported to the region
later in the century, sometimes through government support.
Breeding was not without its controversy during the development of the
Standardbred, and individual breeders like Hugh McMonagle of New Brunswick had
their own ideas about how to produce top harness racers. The Hambletonian line of
horses, however, came to dominate the development of the Standardbred, the pinnacle
of harness racer breeding. The breeding of the Standardbred brought in new scientific
and industrial approaches, which were coming to dominate North American society.
Throughout the nineteenth century a great movement of racing stock occurred
between Europe and North America and within North America, with the Northeastern
region of New England and the Maritimes particularly involved in the trade. In a recent
publication Mike Huggins, a leading authority on the history of horse racing wrote,
"Although modern racing experts have regularly stressed the significant globalisation of
thoroughbred racing and breeding, academic historians have been slower to stress that
racing and breeding have had global interconnections since at least the eighteenth
century, though their nature, direction, pace and velocity have varied from place to
place and from time to time, depending on economic, political, and cultural
circumstances."3 Huggins makes an excellent point, but, as is often found in sports
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history the role of Canada is not even mentioned in Huggins work, which mainly refers
to the United States and England. The Maritimes and New England had international
connections, facilitated in the latter part of the nineteenth century through steamships
and the telegraph. Successful racers were produced and exported using this stock,
helping to build the sport as a North American industry. By examining the primary
sources surrounding harness racing in New England and the Maritimes, a picture
emerges of an area which was at the heart of harness horse breeding, with trade
networks stretching across North America and the Atlantic Ocean.

The Early New England and Eastern Canadian Influence
Trotters from New England were very popular starting in the 1830s, and the
three early stars of the sport of harness racing-Yankee, the Boston Gelding, and Boston
Blue- all came from the region, and, despite their names, all had connections to Maine.4
Trade in livestock between Maine and the Maritimes, particularly New Brunswick, had
already been well established at this point, and animals moved freely across the border.
Although the geographic centre of origin for the Standardbred is often viewed as
Massachusetts and New York, important horses and lines were founded in New
Brunswick and Maine.
The state of Kentucky has long been the epicentre of breeding for horse racing
in North America, but a significant amount of harness racing breeding stock was
actually imported from Canada and New England to Kentucky in the mid-nineteenth
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Hervey, The American Trotter. (New York: Coward-McCann Inc., 1947), "The
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century. By the mid 1850s, some Kentucky breeders were starting to breed trotters. As
John Hervey writes in The American Trotter (1947), "Morgan blood was also
introduced, but for general-purpose, saddle, and show-ring use, while Canadian blood
had long been in use as an element in building the saddle and combined saddle-andharness types for which Kentucky was becoming famous."5
The "Canadian blood" came in two forms: the French Canadian Breed, usually
simply referred to as the "Canadian," and the Canadian Pacer. Both were found
throughout North America in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, particularly in
Eastern Canada. Distinctive in appearance with a thick mane and tail, sturdy outline,
and powerful neck, the Canadian was tough and strong for its small size, as well as
being a very good trotter in harness (see Figure 3.1). The Canadian was descended
from Norman animals brought to Acadia and New France in the seventeenth century
and bred to be an all-purpose horse for the habitants, making it arguably one of the first

Figure 3.1: Canadian Horse (rendered by author)

5Ibid.,

p. 194.
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North American breeds of

horse.6

The second horse breed discussed in the

continentally popular nineteenth century livestock bible, the Illustrated American Stock
Book and Farrier, was "The Canadian Horse,"recorded as the earliest horse in North
America along with the Mustang, showing its importance and recognition during the
period.7 A strong presence of the Canadian breed in New Brunswick had existed since
well before the Acadian deportation of 1755; according to historian Robert Leslie Jones,
by the late 1840s "the only comparatively pure French-Canadian horses were in the
hands of the Acadians" of New Brunswick.8 The breed was very popular because they
had the ability to"perpetuate their strong points and leading characteristics to their issue,
and when crossed with the high-bred trotter increase the bone and improve the breed."9
Generally by the 1840s the breed was in decline due to high export demand and cross
breeding. It was a victim of its own popularity. Attempts to form a studbook in both
1886 and 1895 failed. The Canadian became for the most part forgotten in the twentieth
century, and was on the verge of extinction before its recent resurgence in popularity in
the latter part of the century. Despite its decline, the Canadian has made a marked
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influence upon the equine population of North America.
Early leaders from the Canadian trotting scene were St. Lawrence, who in 1848
trotted a 2.34 minute mile in Chicago and Tacony from Toronto was the first 2.30
minute Canadian trotter.10 Canada was also known for its talented pacers, which at one
time constituted a recognized breed known logically as the Canadian Pacer (see Figure
3.2). The "Pilot line" was very popular for a time in the 1840s. Pilot was a Canadian
Pacer, but became legendary while standing stud in Kentucky. The Stud Book records
notes that, "Old black pacing Pilot, was the founder of a trotting family that bears his
name. He was a French pacing stallion from Canada. He stood in Kentucky from 1832
till he died- about 1855. He was a striking illustration of the French pacer converting
the high-mettled racer into a family of fast trotters ... He improved the stock of
Mambrino Chief in bone and muscle, and gave speed and bottom to other families of
horses."'1 The male lines of Canadian trotters and pacers disappeared, but the mare
lines produced speedy racers when crossed with American stallions. Examples
included stallions General Stanton, Administrator, and Rysdyk, all by the famous
Hambletonian, as discussed below.12
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Figure 3.2: Canadian Pacer (rendered by author)

The second great influence on the development of the Standardbred was the
Morgan horse. The Morgan breed was created in Vermont, arising from one multitalented, extremely prepotent, and legendary stallion known as Justin Morgan or Figure.
Among the founding stallion's strengths was producing excellent harness and trotting
horses. They tended to be round-bodied with snappy action, versatility, and endurance,
making them valued as general use roadsters (see Figure 3.3). The Morgan was the first
official breed of the United States, opening a studbook in 1894. Justin Morgan's
grandson, Black Hawk Morgan, contributed early style and substance to the
Standardbred along with the Green Mountain Morgan branch. Both lines were found in
nineteenth century New Brunswick and Maine.13

13McMonagle

Stud Book, NBMA. McMonagle used General Knox jr., a great-grandson
of Black Hawk Morgan through Sherman Blackhawk and General Knox, both wellknown stallions, as well as Young Flying Morgan a grandson of Green Mountain
Morgan through Flying Morgan in the 1870s at Sussex Vale.
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Figure 3.3: Morgan (rendered by author)

Like the Canadians, Morgans were sent from New England to Kentucky and
elsewhere across the continent for use as breeding stock. Some were even exported to
Europe, and "So far as known, the first American trotting stallion to go abroad was a
much more famous horse, Shepard F. Knapp. An inbred Morgan, foaled 1857, he came
from Maine" and raced in France.14 Black Hawk was moved by stages from where he
was born in New England to Kentucky. From his attractive and good-tempered trotting
strain came the great racer Ethan Allen, born in 1849 in Maine.15 As an advertisement
for Sherman Black Hawk, son of Black Hawk, reads, "His stock is owned from New
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Brunswick to

California".16

See Table 3.1 for an example of Black Hawk breeding in

New Brunswick. Along with Ethan Allen, the most famous Morgan bred for the track
was Magna Charta, bred in Utica, Michigan in 1855. He set the four year old record for
a mile trotting 2.33 in 1859.17 Mambrino Charta and Charta Mambrino, the grandson
and great-grandson of Magna Charta, were regularly used by breeder Hugh McMonagle
at his Sussex Vale, New Brunswick farm from the 1870s to the 1890s.18 It is apparent
that many Morgans made it north of the border. As Gocher writes, "The Morgan was
also a pioneer light harness horse in Canada, a number being taken from Maine to New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia."19 In 1851 McMonagle imported Vermont Morgan and
writes, "he was the pleasantest and most desirable roadster ever owned or known by me
and his produce have proved valuable." In 1860 McMonagle imported a four year old,
dark bay colt called "Flying Morgan" from Vermont, the son of the renowned Green
Mountain Morgan.20 Additionally, the Morgan stallion Deerfield Morgan was imported
by the King's County Agricultural Society for provincial use in the 1850s.21 Other
important stallions of Morgan background found in the region included Winthrop
Morrill and General Knox (by Sherman Black Hawk), with their descendants to be
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Table 3.1: Example of Morgan breeding lines in a New Brunswick harness racing
pedigree
(compiledfrom Hugh McMonagle's Studbook, NBMA. Note: mares in italics)

Justin Morgan
$
Sherman Morgan

X
Black Hawk Morgan

X
General Knox

X
General Knox Jr. x Quebec Lass

X
Knox Lass (b. 1875) x Flying Dutchman (b. 1871)

X
Dutchess (b. 1881) x Charter Mambrino

X
Jersey Lily (b. 1885) x Speculation-* Colleen Bawn (b. 1889)
x Harry Wilkes -* Sussex Lass (b. 1889)
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found in racing stock all over the

region.22

The Morgan disappeared from racing trotters

by the late nineteenth century, but the breed did leave its mark in hardiness and
endurance on the Standardbred, solidifying the crucial Messenger line.23
Messenger, a thoroughbred stallion imported from England to the United States
in 1788, is viewed as the "founding father" of the Standardbred. Bulle Rock (aka Bully)
by the Darley Arabian was the first imported thoroughbred to the United States in 1730,
thus Messenger came early among British imports.24 Certainly English thoroughbreds
were top imports to North America (see Figure 3.4 for an illustration of a
Thoroughbred). As Mike Huggins writes, "Surviving horse and studbooks,
correspondence, account books and probate inventories indicate the importance that the
higher status American colonists placed on the well-bred running horses bred from
English stock."25 Messenger had a long breeding career in Philadelphia and New York
and was mostly crossed with part-bred light harness mares, including Canadian mares.
He produced many top class flat racers before his death in 1808, but he is renowned for
his impact on the Standardbred through his most important son Mambrino, who in turn
produced Abdallah, father of the all-important Hambletonian.26 This line of
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thoroughbreds with a talent for trotting (thoroughbreds are now only bred for speed at
the gait of gallop) was central to the formation of the Standardbred. As well, the
Norfolk Trotter of England, racing on the roads of Britain informally, was the ultimate
harness horse until the advent of the American Standardbred and likely contributed to
its formation.27 The sporting, genetic, and social competition had begun for the ultimate
prize of the supreme harness racer.

Figure 3.4: Thoroughbred (rendered by author)

The debate surrounding what breeding lines produced the best harness racers
grew in ferocity during the second half of the nineteenth century. '"Blood will tell' in
the breeding and development of the trotter, as is conclusively shown by the history of
the origin of the different trotting families. It is a fact beyond all dispute, that really all
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trotters of any degree of speed, trace back to some recognized strain of blood, and while
there may be exceptions, where no definite traces can be made, yet the presumptions are
that the pace came by inheritance and not by chance. Such are the laws of heredity."28
This was the argument for scientific breeding made in the Stock Book. Within the
United States, regions were aligned and loyal to particular harness racing bloodlines:
for New York it was the Hambletonians, Clays, and Champions; Kentucky held
Mambrinos and Pilots in esteem; Bashaws in Iowa; Cadmus and Hiatogas for Ohio;
Vermont and New Hampshire stayed with Morgans; and Maine was fond of Morrills
and Knoxes.29 Debate often centred, as well, over how much thoroughbred blood
should be added to the breed. Sources from the Maritimes give an indication of the
most popular breeding lines in the region; all the major family lines were found in the
Maritimes: the Clays, Wilkes, Morgans, Almonts, Knoxes, Patchens, Pilots, and
Bashaws. A battle between supporters of different lines was waged across North
America, which affected the development of the Standardbred.

The Business and Science of Breeding, 1880-1895
Social currents and trends of the late nineteenth century effected the way in
which the harness racing breeding industry developed. Two of the largest influences in
North America during this period was the application of industrial models and the use
of the "scientific approach". Both of these methods were applied to the breeding of
harness racing horses.
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The debate over the profitability of horses was often discussed by government,
various organizations, and the media. The early 1890s appear to be a turning point in
the horse market, especially for harness racers. When reporting on the horse industry in
Maine for 1890-1891, B.F. Briggs wrote that,"In conclusion I wish to say that there is
an excellent opening for good, honest, reliable, intelligent, capable, temperate, young
men who have a liking for horses and a desire to become proficient handling them, as a
large percent of those engaged in the business throughout our country are to-day
looking for just this sort of a man, and a salary equal to those commanded in the
professions."30 The horse industry prospered during these years on many levels.
Auctions were created to get a fair market value for horses, and in 1885 W.B. Fasig &
Co. set up a quality horse auction in Cleveland, Ohio and was joined by the famous
Tattersalls in 1892. Large stud farms were founded which made money, though the
majority of mare owners still tended to be smaller farmers. With the new approach to
breeding, the stallions were kept at large farms, and small owners sent in mares. In the
preceding decades, the price of quality of trotters increased as the breeding industry
became larger and more scientific and small breeders were replaced by large, wealthy
stables.31
By the end of the nineteenth century, breeding had became much less random
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and more selective; only the best stallions were used and there was a desire to improve
the quality of livestock in general. An observer noted of the industry in New
Brunswick, "A trotter was thought to be a chance animal, and if some of the old sports
had been told that they would live to see the day when a fast trotter could be bred with
as much certainty as a runner, they would have scoffed the idea".32 The old breeding
theory, established by breeders in the eighteenth century, was that of sire dominance
and chance; the mare was merely a vessel for the excellent traits of the stallion and was
thought to contribute little to the offspring. Breeding ideas changed during the second
half of the nineteenth century and more significance was placed upon the mare and
more thought and planning were put into selection of animals for breeding.
Development of the science of breeding changed methods significantly. The focus of
harness racing mythology during the nineteenth century change from the story of a
randomly occurring champion like Lady Suffolk to the careful, planned breeding of
superior animals from well-know lineages.
Horse breeders have always recognized the predisposition of certain talented
animals to pass on their qualities to offspring, but now it was approached more actively
and precisely with the selections of pairing. This move was largely caused by the new
currents in the development of modern science. Classification of living organisms had
become very precise with Carl Linnaeus' classification system in the eighteenth
century. Horse breeders certainly discussed groups of family bloodlines, using similar
terminology to Linnaeus' system, but at the same time there are parallels to the practice
of human genealogy. By the beginning of the nineteenth century the idea of the ancient
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history of life on earth was gaining support through the new study of fossils and "The
various kinds of evolutionary theory that became so important in the central decades of
the nineteenth century fired the imagination."33 Diversity and biological development
over time became the new focus of naturalists.34 Darwin's publication of The Origin of
the Species in 1859 had a significant impact on nineteenth century Western society on
many levels. The exact science of biology was, however, not widely understood until
the early twentieth century as agricultural historian John Walton states, "Before 1900,
livestock improvement depended on a combination of empiricism and myth."35 The idea
of progressive development became common following the impact of Darwin's theory,
and notions of "social Darwinism" leading social progress certainly circulated freely
among the new middle class and those involved in harness racer breeding.36 New
scientific perspectives combined with older ideas of pedigree to create a climate for the
production of very successful race horses.
Pedigree came to be a central focus of the breeding of racing horses starting at
the turn of the nineteenth century, then increased in importance as the century
progressed. Moore-Colyer contends that interest in pedigree was aristocratic, but most
breeders of harness racers were not of the aristocracy and were still concerned with
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lineage.37

Mike Huggins says of thoroughbred breeders that it could be in a breeder's

interest to create a pedigree, but the same could be said of Standardbred breeders by the
second half of the nineteenth century.38 Pedigrees had to be kept to record and
document the successes of particular breeding lines. Nineteenth century experts, such
as the writers of the widely read Illustrated American Stock Book and Farrier, clearly
believed that line breeding (concentrating on particular strains) was the best method for
breed improvement. An example of a typical advertisement for a stud stallion from the
Fredericton Daily Gleaner in 1891 shows how the pedigree of the stud was emphasized,
'Sporter' chestnut stallion, foaled June 1879, white strips
and two white ankles behind; stands 15.3 hands; weighs in
stud condition, 1150 lbs. Sire, 'Wrights Frenchman' by
'Flying Frenchman', the dam of 'Wrights Frenchman' was
by Deerfield...
Sporter's dam was by the Macrae Horse, he by 'Lord Frank'
he by 'Revenge'. Lord Frank was sired by the English
thoroughbred horse 'Stag' he by Sorcerer out of the
thoroughbred mare Jerebo.
From the above it will be observed that the Stallion's breeding
is of the best; of his speed I need say nothing, as it is generally
admitted by all horsemen of any knowledge that he is the fastest
and gamest horse in the province. Sporter will make the season
of 1891 at the Commercial Hotel Stables, York Street,
Fredericton.
Terms;- $10.00, to insure, and all parties parting with mares will
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be held responsible for the service

fee."39

How horses' pedigrees were classified tells about how those that recorded them viewed
the world. As time became important in industrial society, it became a pronounced
feature of Standardbred horses that the best racing time of each horse would be recorded
by their name in pedigree papers.
Standardbred breeding was very much based on their output as race horses, but
popular trends did influence breeding to some extent. John Walton made a study of
comparing the breeding of purebred beef cattle in Britain and North America during the
nineteenth century, but his findings are applicable to the breeding of horses. Many
British breeding practices were based on popularity of the breeding stock and record
were mainly kept by elite landlords. In North America, breeding had to be based more
on performance and output.40 Walton writes, "Earlier work has suggested that, for
British landowners, expensive animals with extended pedigrees served important social
functions. By owning such creatures, landowners gained status through an appearance
of involvement in the process of agricultural improvement, though they created a
market driven more by fashion than by utility."41 The evolution of the Standardbred in
North America was certainly based on performance in racing rather than the appearance
of the animal of fashionable pedigrees, although these did influence breeding choices in
some cases, particularly concerning preference or biases toward one particular family of
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harness racing horse.
Stallions were usually owned by a professional stallion owner, often a livery
stable or large breeding farm, and travelled around with a handler during the breeding
season to service mares.42 The breeding season in New Brunswick was from April 1st to
August 1st and McMonagle's records show that mares were often serviced only a couple
weeks after foaling. Circulars were sent around or advertisements were placed in
newspapers to promote particular stallions, describing their merits and pedigrees, and in
what location they would be available for breeding. The system of travelling stallions
was not very selective, but it did widely disperse good blood.43 Breeding stock moved
throughout the region, both country and city. An advertisement for a "Catalogue of
Stock Horses, comprising Mambrinos, Hambletonians, and Bashaws, owned by John
Fitzpatrick" of Saint John for the season of 1875 shows that mares both came to
stallions and stallions travelled as well. The more accomplished stallions such as
Mambrino Charta and Flying Dutchman, whose stud fees were $50, were kept at
Fitzpatrick's stables on the following terms, "Mares from a distance kept on board or
pasture on terms to suit Breeders. Accidents and escapes at the risk of owner... Parties
sending mares for either of the above horses may rely on having them well cared for."
The younger, less accomplished stallions would travel to service mares, Fitzpatrick
advertises that "Either of these young stallions, namely, Mambrino Monarch, Col.
Taylor, and Col. Hascall, will be taken to any part of New Brunswick, or Nova Scotia if
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a sufficient number of Mares be applied

for."44

Breeding by club membership was also

a popular approach in the Maritimes. The club method allowed breeders to procure
better quality stallions through group buying power. For example, trotting clubs in New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia hired the stallion "Rysdyk" from Prescott, Ontario in 1879
and each member was able to breed to the quality stallion for less than the usual price
and they would not have to send their mares to Ontario to do so. When substantial fees
were being paid for stallion services, it was important to certify that the mare indeed
had been covered by the correct stallion. The stallion handler would often write out a
guarantee for the owner of the mare. McMonagle recorded that Knox Lass "was sent by
me in charge of James Crawford (who is in my employ) to Moosepath Park to be served
by 'Flying Dutchman' the property of Dan McAvoy this 10th day of May 1880."45
Sending mares to stallions for breeding and travelling stallions were both common
methods by which harness racing horses were bred during the nineteenth century.
Other local organizations, particularly agricultural societies, encouraged
breeding of quality horses. The report of the Provincial Exhibition at Fredericton, New
Brunswick in October 1873 indicated that there were classes for trotting, carriage, and
road stallions, divided into groups for four to twelve years old horses, three years, and
two years. Similar classes were also offered for mares, fillies, and geldings, all of
which would have encouraged provincial breeders.46 Offering such classes were a
reward for breeders and allow them to showcase their animals. At a meeting of the
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Provincial Farmers Association of New Brunswick in 1892, "The subject of horse
breeding and feeding will be discussed by Dr. G.M. Twitchell of Maine, and Dr. E.W.
Henry, V.S., of Fredericton," noted the Daily Gleaner, indicating that horse breeding
was an integral part of livestock agriculture in the Fredericton area.47 Twitchell's paper
described "the horse now in demand in the states, and urg[ed] the farmers not to breed
indiscriminately."48
Breeders were concerned with producing not just race horses, but also horses
who would be useful for every day work. An article saved by a New Brunswick horse
breeder Hugh McMonagle entitled "The Horse of the Future" explained how Canadians
should follow the Austrian model and "By careful mating selected thoroughbred sires
with the common mare, it would not take many generations to make the breed uniform."
It was recommended that old Thoroughbred stallions should be brought from New
York to Canada to breed crosses for street work.49 There are records that McMonagle
did, on occasion, breed his mares to draft stallions to produce working stock. The
Canadian Sportsman also recommended that "Should the horsemen of the Provinces by
the sea follow the example of those in Quebec and Ontario and breed to a thoroughbred
of size and good trotting action (such as St. Valentine) the result would be a class of
stylish drivers and saddlers, which would find a ready sale in large cities."50 Curtis
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Miner, commenting on Pennsylvania noted, "Racing enthusiasts meanwhile hoped to
convince skeptics of the scientific and economic benefits derived from selective
breeding for speed."51 There surely was money to be made in breeding harness racers;
in 1891 the Daily Gleaner of Fredericton recorded that "John E. Owens of Parkesburg,
Iowa, has purchased from H.L. and F.D. Stout the chestnut trotting colt Eolian, five
weeks old, by Nutwood out of Alpha, paying $7,500. This is said to be the highest price
ever paid for a young colt."52 Breeding harness horses, through utilization of scientific
methods, had become an international business. The international trade in pedigree
livestock which was started in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century
accelerated in the last part of the nineteenth century.

A New Brunswick Horseman and the Breeding Debate
A change in horse breeding from small farmers with a few mares, larger farms
devoted to race horse breeding was seen all over North America. This movement
parallelled the concentration of capital during industrialization. For example, C.H.
Nelson's Sunnyside Farm in Waterville, Maine and Hugh McMonagle of Sussex Vale,
New Brunswick concentrated on the breeding of superior race horses with a significant
output. Hugh McMonagle, a well-known horse breeder and horseman of Sussex Vale,
New Brunswick has left an important documentary account that provides a very good
idea of the kind of race horse breeding that was being done in the region and the trading
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connections the pursuit created.53 McMonagle was born in 1818 in Ireland, emigrated
to Canada and started the renowned "Posting House" for stagecoaches travelling from
Saint John to Halifax. He also became a member of the Legislative Assembly fori85657. The race track he created for training was used by the militia in the 1870s on the
land that now hosts the Princess Louise Show Park. The Canadian Sportsman referred
to McMonagle in 1893 as, "one of the pioneering sportsmen in this part of the
country."54 His stud book and collections are invaluable in recreating the horse trade
networks of the Maritimes and New England.
McMonagle's papers show that he was interested in racing activity in
Fredericton, Halifax, Saint John, and New York.55 He painstakingly recorded when
foals were born, their colours and markings, and pedigrees. For example, in May 1872,
"Quebec Lass dropped a dead Horse Colt, colored and marked like herself."56 Certified
copies of studs' and mares' pedigrees were kept on hand, showing the importance
lineage had taken on in the breeding of race horses. McMonagle publically voiced his
concern with pedigree in a letter to the editor in March 1882, when he stated, "breeders
and cautious buyers will look well to pedigree and performance and not hazard upon
temperament and formation alone."57
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Papers have also survived from a smaller breeder, George Otty of Hampton,
New Brunswick, and his pedigrees show a mixture of imported thoroughbreds,
Morgans, and Canadians. Evidence also exists that W.F. Todd of St. Stephen and
owner of the St. Croix Stud Farm was a major breeder of harness horses in the province.
Otty's papers show that he corresponded with McMonagle and other breeders in the
Maritimes, Maine, and beyond.58
McMonagle also developed connections in New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and
Maine, and often sent his mares away to be bred to high quality stallions, such as
Olympus at Calais, Maine.59 McMonagle's method in breeding echoed what was going
on in the broader pattern of harness horse breeding in North America. He bred to
imported thoroughbreds such as the English Lutestring, Aracan, Melbourne, and
Lassitude^ as well as Vesuvius and General Ewell from Kentucky. Morgans were also
crossed regularly with the McMonagle mares: General Knox Jr., Albert Knox, Vermont
Morgan, Flying Morgan, and Mountain Morgan. Trotting bred thoroughbreds Rampart
and Olympus were used as well, and unspecified trotters Flying Dutchman and Sir
William Wallace. Canadian Lion, a French Canadian stallion was used frequently, and
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McMonagle Junior wrote to Otty in March 1877 about his mare Lady
Knox,
"Your letter received contents noted I have the colt you speak of yet she has done
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for her before the first of April is one hundred Dollars. And she is the cheapest
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occasionally Wilmot Hero, a Clydesdale draft.60 McMonagle's use of Canadians,
Morgans, and trotting and running thoroughbreds was seen across the Maritimes and
New England in breeding operations during the mid to late nineteenth century.
At the beginning of the nineteenth century, Canadians had begun importing
thoroughbreds from the south and exporting trotters and pacers to the south. The best
Canadian bloodstock of the later nineteenth century came from the southern United
States, but earlier imports were made from England especially.61 Many thoroughbreds
were imported from both England and Kentucky to New Brunswick and Nova Scotia in
the nineteenth century. Through legislative decision, the thoroughbred stallions
Lassitude and Aracan were imported to Halifax by the government of Nova Scotia in
1865 from England.62 McMonagle's mare Jane Foggarty was bred to Aracan at
Moncton in May1860 and in 1870 bred to another imported English Thoroughbred,
Melbourn. The leading historian of British flat racing, Mike Huggins, has written,
"Many commercial breeders employed agents in England to purchase horses, specifying
price and pedigree: their agents were usually leading thoroughbred-horse dealers and
racing men, such as members of the Weatherby and Tatterstall families, central to the
administration of English breeding, betting and elite racing. Where possible,
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Americans would ask a referee to run a final check on the horses such recommended."63
However, McMonagle had "selected personally" Lutestring to be imported in 1843
from England and held a certification from the American Stud Book of 1855 for
Thoroughbred chestnut stallion Vesuvius, bred in Kentucky, who stood in Fredericton
in 1866.64 Huggins also indicates that North American buyers in England often ended
up purchasing older horses with unfashionable pedigrees because they would have to
take into account the price of shipping the animal overseas in the cost.65 McMonagle
was certainly not the only horseman in the Maritimes involved in importations; George
Stockford of Saint John, New Brunswick purchased the thoroughbred stallions
Southerner and Rectifier from the United States in 1869.66
These two men showed how horsemen's ideas differed passionately on
pedigrees. The best way to let the world know your position on horse breeding was
through the ever expanding medium of the newspaper. Stockford complained in the
Saint John Morning Telegraph of April 13,1869 that McMonagle's assertion that the
finest roadsters came from Morgan or Messenger blood was incorrect, proposing that
Thoroughbreds and Canadians were just as good. Stockford even got in a dig about
McMonagle's choice of imports: "We know it is an easy matter to dream up a pedigree
for horses which are even good for nothing, as, for instance, in the case of 'Lutestring',
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imported by this same infallible judge of horseflesh, who, aided by funds from the
public chest, imported to New Brunswick horses which the public have had a good
chance to judge for themselves."67
In another case, an article published on March 14,1874 in the Saint John Daily
Telegraph exploded into a debate which was waged through letters to the editor
surrounding the proper breeding choices for a trotter. The original article was entitled
"Mambrinos in New Brunswick" and featured comments from American papers and
proposed that Mambrino Chief would improve the breed of horses in the province. The
original Mambrino Chief had stood at stud in Kentucky. It was a son of the Old
Mambrino Chief, also called Mambrino Chief, who was bred in Kentucky, worth
$12,000 and used as a sire in the Maritimes starting in the early 1870s.68 A strong
backing of the Mambrino Chief line was present in New Brunswick. The "Mambrino
Stud Stables, Head Quarters" was located in Saint John and run by John Fitzpatrick.
Mambrino Chief was advertised as "The most valuable stock horse ever imported into
the lower provinces" with a 2.26 trotting record and a stud fee of fifty dollars. Also
standing were his sons Mambrino Charta and Mambrino Magnus.69 On March 19,1874
a letter to the editor from someone calling themselves "Ventilator" appeared
questioning the statements made about the horse, asking why the stud fee was only fifty
dollars if he was so wonderful and why he had been sent to New Brunswick if he was
such a successful racer. "Ventilator" even proposed that the stallion was impotent-a
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libellous charge in the horse breeding world. March 21st's Daily Telegraph carried
Fitzpatrick's response. He believed he knew who wrote the letter and believed him to
be the owner of "inferior stallions" and stated, "It is true Boston folks are prejudiced in
favour of the 'Morgans,' and not a 'Messenger'.. .We, in this country, believe in the
'Messengers'." The editor was becoming tired of the argument and decided that, "The
above is rather an extensive gratuitous advertisement of 'Mambrino Chief. Any further
correspondence on the subject, which is not actionable, will be cheerfully inserted at the
rate of ten cents a line." Letters did continue back and forth through March, and ended
on the 30th with an affidavit of the trotting time made by Mambrino Chief. This
incident shows how important and contentious the breeding of trotters could be in the
province.70

The Legend of the Hambletonians and Breeding Supremacy
There was one line that sprung from the Mambrino family which came to
dominate the developing Standardbred breed above all others: the Hambletonians.
Hambletonian was the most famous and influential of early Standardbred sires and had
a fairytale background which seemed to often crop up in the history of the breed,
mirroring the human rags to riches stories that began to appear more frequently in the
Gilded Age. The narrative of people achieving success and fortune from humble
beginnings was particularly popular in North America during this period. Born in 1849
in Orange County, New York, his mother was a cripple known as the Charles Kent
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Mare bought by poor farm hand William Rysdyk. Her father was Bellfounder, a
Norfolk Trotter, who came from England to Boston in 1822. Hambletonian's father,
Abdallah, who was by Mambrino, ended his life pulling a fish wagon and dying of
starvation.71 Hambletonian was only minimally raced, but with impressive time trials;
his great success and fame came through his offspring (see Figure 3.5). Hambletonian
was triply inbred to Messenger-a potent mix-and his progeny increased their speed
with every generation.72 It was especially through his son George Wilkes (named after
the editor of the New York sporting paper the Spirit of the Times) that Hambletonian
gained popularity as a stud. George Wilkes was an orphan foal out of a Henry Clay
mare who died at his birth. After George Wilkes beat the Morgan Ethan Allen in the
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Figure 3.5: Hambletonian as an older stallion (www.horsewyse.com.au)

fall 1862, Hambletonian's stud fee went up to $500, surpassing Mambrino Chief.
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Hambletonians came to rule the Standardbred both by popular preference and their
superb performance.73
The Hambletonian influence, not surprisingly, was found in the Maritimes and
New England. Several sons of Hambletonian were found in Maine and were successful
sires and racers including Daniel Boone, Gideon, and Pickering. Hambletonian
stallions were so much in demand that large fees could be charged for them even if they
had not proven their speed racing as individuals. One son of Hambletonian was owned
by J.A. Gourlie of Summerside, Prince Edward Island; Administrator was bred in New
York in 1863 and kept in Kentucky before being sold to Gourlie in 1887 and it was
written that, "Administrator was one of the leading sires in the Maritimes where
breeding of standardbred trotters and pacers has been actively carried on since the
1880s."74 As early as 1871 the Reports from Agricultural Societies recorded that the
young Hambletonian stallion R.R. Morris had been introduced to the province of New
Brunswick.75 In the Saint John Daily Telegraph was advertising, "The Hambletonian
Stallion 'Reformer'" born 1869, owned by Stephen T. Golding."76 Richmond, a
Hambletonian grandson, was a popular Maritime stallion in the 1870s, as in October
1878 it was reported from the Moosepath track at Saint John that in the 2.50 trotting
class there were two scratches leaving only "three Richmonds" after three heats,
meaning the horses were all sired by Richmond. The horses in the race came from

75Journals
76Pailv

of the House of Assembly

Telegraph. March 12, 1874.
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various locations, showing that breeding stock was travelling: Lady Jane was from St.
Stephen, New Brunswick, Lookout from Summerside, Prince Edward Island, and
Charlie Slipp from Saint John.77 Richmond was by Reserve and stood at Paul Wood's
stable on Argyle Street in Halifax for the price of $20.78 A correspondent of George
Otty's from Truro, Nova Scotia, W.P.W. McRobert likewise made reference to the
prolific nature of Richmond writing, "There was an ice race here last week and of the
six starters five of them were Richmonds the last heat was trotted in 2.47 3/5. " He also
noted that the stallion had stood in Shubenacadie, Nova Scotia.79 Early harness racing
author, John Hervey wrote that Hambletonian sons, "opened the entire continent from
Prince Edward Island to Oregon."80
Another Hambletonian son important to the Maritimes was Rysdyk born 1865,
bred by A. Welch of Chestnut Hill, Pennsylvania, sold to Charles M. Pond of Hartford,
Connecticut, then J.P. Wiser of Prescott, Ontario in 1874. Rysdyk was a successful sire
and travelled around the Maritimes in 1880, breeding Otty's mare Madge to produce
Mulgrave, who came to be a prolific sire in his own right.81 Rysdyk's tour was
organized by Hugh McMonagle, whose brother Dr. P.R. McMonagle of Prescott was
the liaison for the Rysdyk Stud farm, in which the stallion was meant to service the
members of the Richibucto, Truro, Amherst, Sussex, Saint John, and Fredericton

77McMonagle,
78McMonagle,

Article from the Daily News (Saint John), Oct. 19, 1878, #49.
#45.

790tty
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Herveya The American Trotter. (New York: Coward-McCann Inc., 1947).

81Otty,
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Trotting Clubs at $20 per mare for the breeding season (see Figures 3.6 and 3.7). "I
make the above liberal proposal-firstly, because I desire to introduce my Stock into the
Maritime Province; secondly, because I am an extensive breeder of Trotting Blooded
Stock, and want to sell my surplus annually, and am anxious to make a market in these
Province," wrote the owner of Rysdyk to Club members in a circular.82
The leading sires for North American Standardbreds, as listed by Hervey, for the
late 1880s to 1900 were all descended from Hambletonian as sons, grandsons, or greatgrandsons: 1887- Happy Medium (by Hambletonian), 1888- Electioneer (by
Hambletonian), 1889- Egbert (by Hambletonian)1890- Nutwood (by Belmont), 1891Electioneer,1892- Nutwood, 1893- Onward (by George Wilkes), 1894- St. Bel
(Electioneer), 1895- Red Wilkes (George Wilkes), 1896- Allerton (Jay Bird), 1897Electrite (Electioneer), 1898- Allerton, 1899- Baron Wilkes (George Wilkes), and 1900Allerton.83 By the second half of the century, large breeding farms had taken over
producing the majority of high level harness racers, with the biggest farms being
Woodburn Farm, Kentucky; Palo Alto, California; Forbes Farm, Boston; and Village
Farm, New York, where John Bradburn, quoted above, was employed. In this respect
horse breeding mirrored the concentration of capital and production taking place in
many other industries. The aim of mid-century producers was to breed individuals from
lines, such as Hambletonians, with excellent trotting ability. The Hambletonians came
to dominate Standardbred breeding, but the debate continued. However, racers of
another gait were making their mark-the pacer.

820tty,
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83Hervey,
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CIRCULAR.
Herewith I enclose a Catalogue of the Stock of the Rysdyk
STOCK Fakm, which, with this Circular, and the series of propo
sitions it discusses, is intended only for the consideration of the
members of the Trotting Tracks connected with the following
named Clubs, viz.:
At RichUmdo, Trwro, Amherst, Sussex, St. John, and
. Fredericton.
In a letter of correspondence from Hugh McMonagle, Esq., of
Sussex Vale, King's Co., I was requested to name upon what terms
I would allow Jlysdyk to be sent to the Maritime Provinces this
season, for the service of mares, and in answer, I desire to make
the following liberal propositions :
1st. As soon as I am guaranteed the following certainties, I
will send Rysdyk, with Ms eroom and attendant, to stand for
Stud purposes, for four months, or until the expiration of a cer
tain named time in September next.
2nd. I will allow Rysdyk toserve mares for all bona fide memSeason,^payable at the first time of service, provided that the dif
ferent Clubs will guarantee not less than six mares from each.
(thirty-six in all.) Similar privileges will be extended to other
members of the Club, if there are more than six.
3rd. Understanding that your different local tracks are readily
accessible by rail or boat from any given point, I will leave the
decision of the different points at which Rysdyk shall stand, while
in your section, wholly and absolutely with Hugh McMonagle,
Esq., but can see no reason why he cannot visit each section once
during the season.
4th. I make the above liberal proposal—firstly, because I de
sire to introduce my Stock into the Maritime Provinces; secondly,
because I am an extensive breeder of Trotting Blooded Stock, and
want to sell my surplus ammally, and am anxious to make a
market in these Provinces; thirdly, because I am assured that to

Figure 3.6: 1880 Rysdyk Circular, New Brunswick Museum Archives
(George Otty fonds, F154-15)

RYSDYK,

Figure 3.7: Rysdyk from 1800 Circular, New Brunswick Museum Archives
(George Otty fonds, F154-14)
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Pacers Gaining Ground
Pacers had been on the harness racing scene since its advent, with the earliest
pacing breed found in North America being the now extinct Narragansett Pacer or
"Sorrel Pacer" from Rhode Island. The Narragansett, which dated from seventeenth
century colonial New England, carried strong traits, apparent in their conformation and
chestnut colour with white markings (see Figure 3.8). The Narragansett was used in
some strains of harness racers, but throughout most of the nineteenth century the pacer
as a road horse and racer was unpopular. Trotters were more commonly used around
the city, while pacers predominated in the country, which may have contributed to the
popularity of racing trotters since the sport centred on cities. Trotters with
thoroughbred backgrounds were much preferred to the older pacers pedigrees. The first
popular lines of pacers in Standardbreds came with two Canadian stallions:
Copperbottom, a roan exported to Kentucky in 1816, and Tom Hal in 1824. Wrensch
states that "The first generally accepted instance of Canadian pacing blood that left a
mark of influence in this country was Copperbottom who was sent to stand at stud in
Kentucky."84 The Naragansett Pacer was extinct by the beginning of the nineteenth
century and the Canadian Pacer, which had been influenced by the Narragansett, by the
end of the nineteenth century. The Canadian Pacer was depleted through massive
exportation, especially to the West Indies, and cross-breeding, but still provided the
basis for many North American breeds with the ability to perform specialized gaits like
the Morgan and Standardbred.

84Wrensch,

Harness Horse Racing, p. 133.
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Figure 3.8: Narragansett Pacer

It was not until the 1880s that pacers really appeared on the racing scene on
equal footing with trotters. Sleepy Tom was the first great pacing star in North
America, followed by Little Brown Jug (the gelding who gave his name to the Ohio leg
of the pacing Triple Crown today), and Direct in the early 1890s. Trainers realized they
did not have to force fast natural pacers to become trotters. The advent of hopples,
leather loops that fit over the horse's legs, kept pacers from breaking gaits, making
them competitive against the steadier trotters. Excellent pacers were coming out of
trotting bloodlines, giving them a straighter action (way of moving). "Some of the
Canadian pacers and particularly the Pilots," Hervey stated "have assumed the trotting
gait with great readiness, much more readily, in fact, that the Copperbottoms and Red
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Bucks ... being the most persistent pacers

known."85

One good early pacer came from

Quebec, as mentioned in the Stud Boot. "Columbus was a French pacer, brought from
St. Johns, Canada East, to St. Albans, Vermont, in 1844 or 1845. His colts were almost
uniformly trotters. Nothing is known of his breeding. The appearance of his stock
would warrant the conclusion that he was one-fourth or one-half English blood. There
were some distinguished trotters that once stood in the vicinity where he was raised, and
his sire or dam might have had a sprinkling of the blood of the American trotter without
leaving Canada to get it."86 Columbus reiterates that successful trotters could come
from pacing lines, or vice versa. Racing in Maine and the Maritimes in 1890, there
were many more trotters (360) than pacers (12) listed in Wallace's yearbook.
However, the pacers that did compete were very successful, indicating that when they
were good, they were very good.87 Today the large percentage of high level harness
racers are pacers.

The Ultimate Harness Racer Established, The Standardbred
The best of the Canadian Horse, Morgan, English Thoroughbred, Kentucky
Thoroughbred, Naragansett Pacer, and Canadian Pacer were blended through the
nineteenth century to produce the ultimate harness horse: the Standardardbred. Before

85Hervey,
86Stud

"The American Pacer", p. 226.

Book, p. 225.

87Pacers

are always indicated in Wallace's Year Book bv putting their name in
italics. The Maritime/ Maine pacers included: Bayard Wilkes, Country Girl,
Franklin Boy, Gen. Mack, Harry G., Hy Wilkes, I.C., Joe Howe, Kantaka, Lady Ino,
Little Blanche, and Psyche.
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the role of Maine and the Maritimes in the development of this breed is examined, it is
useful to discuss the characteristics of the Standardbred breed.
A "breed" of horse is a genetic group which has defined characteristics that can
be transmitted through generations. In the nineteenth century, the Standardbred was
still forming its breed characteristics. The modern Standardbred is generally described
as 1.45 to 1.65 metres high at the shoulder, straight face profile, wide chest, strong legs
and hooves, long back, muscled shoulder, and a high and sloping hind end (see Figure
3.9).88 These physical traits could be seen in racing and breeding leaders of the
nineteenth century, but the Standardbred of that time was varied more in appearance
from individual to individual than the modern Standardbred. The first volume of
Wallace's Register admitted all breeds, then began calling the entries "thoroughbred
trotters."89
There is a kaleidoscope of colours that horses may come in, but colours are
often breed specific. Of the horses which participated in harness racing in Maine and
the Maritimes during 1890, bay was most prevalent colour, and black, brown, and
chestnut were almost equal in second place. This differs from the modern Standardbred
where brown is much more popular, second only to bay, with only a few chestnuts. In
1890, a significant number of greys, roans, and spotted horses were to be found as well,
which would be highly unusual today. Since 1890, the numbers of bays and

88Maurizio

Bongianni, Simon & Schuster's Guide to Horses and Ponies of the
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Figure 3.9: Standardbred (rendered by author)

especially browns are way up, while blacks and greys are down, with chestnuts and
roans staying about the same.90 This shows a lack of breed characteristic in 1890,
demonstrating that the Standardbred breed had not yet been established.
Some colours were considered desirable or undesirable according to folklore and
this, along with fashion, would have had an affect on what colour horses people bred.
Piebalds (patched black and white coats) were considered highly unlucky while white
horses were usually auspicious. Welsh writes, "white, light sorrel, cream-colored, and
spotted horses were objectionable; bays, chestnuts, blacks, and dark browns were the

90Speciflc

numbers for the 372 racers recorded in Wallace's Year Book were: bay175 (47.0%) (brown body with black mane and tail), black- 50 (13.4%), brown- 47
(12.6%), chestnut- 44 (11.8%) (reddish coat and hair), grey- 30 (8.1%), roan- 7
(1.9%) (dark and light hair mixed), spotted- 2 (0.5%), and unknown-17 (4.6%).
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rage."91

With white leg markings, the more the animal had, the less favourable it was to

the nineteenth century horseman, although the famous harness racer Dexter had a large
amount of white.92 Roans had a reputation for "gameness and endurance", while greys
were seen as weak. However, Standardbred foundation stallion Tom Hal was a roan
Canadian, and Messenger himself was grey.93 A study of starters in 1966 showed that
bays won the highest percentage of purses over population, then brown; chestnuts,
blacks, roans, and pintos (spotted) all won less than their presence in the population
would indicate.94 So perhaps there is some genetic link to colour and trotting ability,
and this is another reason why Standardbreds moved in this direction.
A study of race horses in Wallace's Year Book, 1890 shows that the most
common gender of race horses in Maine and New Brunswick were geldings (128),
closely followed by stallions (123), then mares (109), indicating that a disproportionate
number of stallions were kept for racing, perhaps because of more power, and half of
the mares were kept of out of racing, assumedly for breeding.
With regard to age, specific races were held according to age: two for two year
olds, eleven for three year olds, six for four year olds, and one for four years and under.
91Peter
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53.1 (percentage of the population)/55.8 (percentage of the earnings), brown
25.0/25.5, chestnut-12.2/10.5, black -3.5/6.5, roan-1.6/1.2, gray- 0.6/0.4, and pintonegligible.
Phillip A. Pines, The New Revised Complete Book of Harness Racing. (New York:
Grosset & Dunlop, 1970), p. 144.
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This seems to indicate that three years would be a common age to begin a horse's
racing career. These races were in addition to other open, stallion, and match race
categories. Breeding centres started colt racing in the 1880s. As the popularity of
harness racing increased, breeding operations expanded across the continent and the
modern characteristics of the Standardbred were founded.

Importing Top Blood
While during the early nineteenth century Canadian Horses, Canadian Pacers,
and Morgans were exported from the Maritimes and New England for breeding harness
horses, by the 1880s trotting stock from these lines and Hambletonians were being
imported to the region. Gocher writes, "But very little was done in the production of
light harness performers in the Maritime Provinces until All Right and Rampart were
taken to Nova Scotia. They were followed by Melbourne King, Conn's Harry Wilkes,
Brazilian, Achille, Winfield Stratton, Captain Aubrey and Commodore Ledyard. Their
get were also carried to Prince Edward Island, where light harness racing is the leading
source of entertainment."95 Within his papers, McMonagle makes references to using
stallions named "Melbourne" and "Rampart." Rampart was kept at the Nova Scotia
Meadow Stud Farm in Billtown, but also travelled to Saint John.96 All Right was a
popular stallion based out of Truro, Nova Scotia. Other top Maritime stallions from the
late nineteenth century included Border, Brazilian, Commodore, and Parkside, who in
the 1890s was brought to Prince Edward Island by W.A. Bremnen of Summerside from

95Gocher,

Trotalong. p. 158.
#72 and #96.

96McMonagle,

150

the famous Palo Alto stud farm in California.97 Improvements in transportation (the
steamship and railway system) and communication (the telegraph) in the second half of
the nineteenth century facilitated the trade in horses within North America and between
the continent and the rest of the world.
The story of the Standardbred stallion Potentate, which was outlined in letters to
George Otty from W.P.W. McRoberts of Truro, Nova Scotia, illustrates how animals
were imported to the Maritimes. Potentate arrived in Nova Scotia on May 30, 1881
from the renowned breeder General William T. Withers in Lexington, Kentucky and
McRoberts writes of the horse, "He is away ahead of anything I imagined. He is very
fine looks like a Thoroughbred, but has powerful limbs... He is very thin nothing but
skin, bone & muscle but in grand form. Is ready to go to mare at once ... His trotting
action is perfect."98 In June, Otty sent his mare, Madge, to be bred to Potentate. The
stallion was sent back to Kentucky to winter, where he met the "standard".99 In May
1882 McRoberts sold Potentate to C.R. Bill of Billtown, Nova Scotia.100 A newspaper
called him, "the best bred stallion we have ever had in Nova Scotia... beyond
contradiction " and another states that he "is the only standard bred trotting stallion ever
imported into this Province."101 A lot of this was likely hype, as he never turned out to
be a very successful breeder, and ended up with only a $20 stud fee.
The New Brunswick Government entered the harness racing craze, buying two
Standardbred stallions in the late 1880s. It can be assumed that the government's goal
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was to support the growing Maritime industry of breeding harness racing horses.
Conn's Harry Wilkes, born in 1875 and by the famous George Wilkes, along with
another stallion Aurora, by Daniel Lambert born 1876 in New York, were purchased by
the provincial government (see Figures 3.10 and 3.11) .m A "Provincial Stock Farm"
also existed in Hamond River, King's Co., New Brunswick which auctioned stock off in
October 1881 with Allen Otty as agent.103 There were three New Brunswick
government sales in 1890 and 1891 of breeding rights, horses, and equipment
documented by the Daily Gleaner which included the Standardbreds along with other
draft and harness breed stallions.

Figure 3.10: Currier and Ives print of Harry Wilkes,
brother to the Harry Wilkes imported to New Brunswick

l02McMonagle

fonds and Wallace's Year Book 1890. The use of the prefix "Conn's"
denotes the difference between this horse and another famous son of George Wilkes'
by the same name.
103OS F20, #6, NBMA.
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OuWTER WflftES.

Figure 3.11: Wilkes family descendant, early twentieth century New Brunswick,
New Brunswick Museum Archives (1966.14.64)

The first sale was on October 13,1890: "This morning the government horses
were put up for sale, but that is as far as the proceeding went. No one would go as high
as the knock-down price and they were taken down."104 The future certainly did not
sound promising for the government program. This impression was confirmed by the
March 31,1891 sale described in an article entitled, "The Horse Sale: How the
Government Stallions were Rented and Where They Went." It read, "There was a small
attendance of buyers at the exhibition of the stock horses which took place on
104Dailv

Gleaner. Oct. 13,1890. Other breeds of stallions included Shire, Clydesdale,
Percheron, Cleveland Bay, and Hackney.

parliament square at ten o'clock. There were 14 stallions all told, Simon Beattie being
in the doctor's hands at St. John. Hany Wilkes was attached to wagon, and driven by
D.J. Stockford. Aurora was also in harness under the care of Israel Golding. Gunboat
and several of the others appeared to be in very poor condition, while the whole lot
were very dull and apparently without energy. The percherons made the best
appearance. The sales took place at the City Hall at two." All the prices charged to
rent out the stallions for the year, usually to district Agriculture Societies, were at least
halved from 1890 onward. "Mr. Mitchel, provincial secretary, said that no private
contract would be made with any one," the Daily Gleaner remarked, "but that the
horses would be put up for sale at a future time. There was no disguising the fact that
the horses were not in condition, and many were afraid to take them in their present
state of health. At the sale there was no competition, no one appeared to care whether
he got a horse or not, and one thing was very evident that the agricultural societies do
not care for any of the horses. At a meeting of District Agriculture Society, No. 34, on
Saturday the meeting decided to have nothing to do with horses."105 The question arises
as why the horses were in such poor condition and why they were not what the
agriculture societies wanted.
The Provincial Legislature had a debate on using part of the agriculture grant for
sheep importation on April 2nd, 1891 which the farmers were against, pointing to the
failure of horse program. It was stated that the "The imported horses have been a drag
on the treasury and they will be a worse one in the future ... It was felt that they should
be sold at once," and with this, the bill was passed.106 On April 22, another sale was
l05Ibid.
106Dailv

Gleaner. April 2,1891.
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held at the "Park Stable", which was located near the present Fredericton Raceway. It
was stipulated that the horses sold must be kept in the province for life and be available
for breeding during season. The Standardbred stallions were not amongst those on the
list of those sold, so they were likely retained.107 On May 8th of the same year, the
equipment (harnesses and a wagon) that belonged to the Government Stables was sold
for a cheap price because of its poor condition. It was commented that, "No country
farmer would allow such rubbish to collect around his barn, unless in the last stages of
mortgage."108 In Fall 1891, another sale was held. There was little competition in
bidding, and "Aurora, Morgan stallion, was retained by the government, no one bidding
the upset price of $500."109 Harry Wilkes had sired many of the horses racing in the
1890 season, so he had been useful in the past few years. Overall, the government
horse breeding scheme appears to have been a failure, but it seems that the
Standardbreds were the most successful aspect of the program. Private imports and
breeding however provided the basis for developing a strong local version of the
Standardbred.

Regional Development of the Breed, circa 1890
It is evident that not only did the Maritimes and New England demonstrate the
typical evolution of the Standardbred, but the area was key in the breed's production.
The Daily Gleaner reproduced an article from the Chicago Horseman in October 1890,
a "Compliment to the Maritime Provinces," that remarked:
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It is not an exaggeration to say that in none of our states is the
breeding interest becoming more firmly established and making
greater comparative progress than Canada... A tide of good
blood has steadily poured across the borders, and now almost
every county in the Dominion has its well-bred stallions and on
many farms are giltedged matrons. But good tracks and trainers
are scarce in Canada, and progress must be made in this regard
before extreme speed will be seen in the Northland. That
progress will be made sure. Never was there so much racing in
Canada as during the season just closing, and good tracks and
good trainers are but the natural development of racing. Nelson
and Alvin have shown that great speed can be produced in lands
that are snow-clad in winter and no doubt in time other Alvins
will come across the line to show that our neighbours are not idle
with the blood we have sent them.110
The excerpt shows an important concept: that by 1890, American horses were being
imported into Canada, and Canada (or specifically, the Maritime Provinces as the title
implies) acted as more of a breeding location rather than top competition area.
Horsemen from the southern States did seem to have a somewhat negative concept
about climate for breeding in the Northeastern region, as one horse journal was quoted
as saying that [Maine] "has produced many a good horse for the trotting turf with lungs
and bronchial tubes as good as if they had never known what it was to breathe an
atmosphere composed of Labrador fog and the germs of tuberculosis."111 Improving
breeding, racing, and training harness racers were important concerns in the region and
definite progress was made during the 1890s.
Standardbred breeding was a topic of general interest during this period, and
New Brunswick newspapers often recorded exports and imports to the province, as well
as popular lines which were bred locally, showing the ease of relaying this information.
Articles concerning the subject, such as the following item from the St. John Sun, were
"°Dailv Gleaner. Oct. 31,1890.
'"Daily Gleaner. May 7.1891.
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commonly found in daily newspapers from the region: "The stallion Thorndale Echo,
recently purchased by John McCoy from Geo. W. Leavitt of Boston, arrived here
yesterday. The sire of Thorndale, record 2:22 and one of his get, Ediam Thorne, has a
record of 2:19. Thorndale Echo is a very fast trotter. Mr. McCoy also received
yesterday a fine Wilkes with foal."112 Likewise, the Fredericton Daily Gleaner noted,
"T. Murphy has purchased from R.A. Estey the four year old gelding, by Kearsarge dam
by Duke of Cambridge. It is a promising colt and under Mr. M's careful handling
should go fast in the coming season. John Roberts, of Providence, R.I., was in the city
yesterday looking at some young stock with a view of buying."113
The connection in horse trade between New England and the Maritimes was
strong. The Daily Gleaner recorded a sale of a successful New Brunswick stallion to
Maine, demonstrating again the connections in quality harness horse breeding between
the province and state: "Valuable Stallion: Woodstock Sentinal: Messrs John Conner
and Geo. Saunders have sold their valuable stallion, Allright Jr. To Jarvis Kitchen,
Houlton, for a high figure. The horse has a record of 2.42, with evident possibilities of
greatly lowering that record."114 More newspaper evidence confirms the pattern of
horses being bred from top stock in New Brunswick and being sent south of the border.
"Our Horses: Sporter Jr. Brings $550 in the Boston Market," bragged the Daily Gleaner
in November 1891. The five year old Sporter Jr., sired by the well-known Sporter, was
owned by R. Roach of Saint John was sold to Boston, causing the paper to comment,
"These are the kind of colts that the people down in the country want to raise."115
—Daily Gleaner. Dec. 3,1890, reprinted from the St. John Sun.
—Daily Gleaner. April 23,1891.
—Daily Gleaner. March 28,1891.
—Daily Gleaner. Nov. 25, 1891.
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The most popular local lines of horses were often put up in competition against
each other. In 1891, there were "several fast stallions in the neighbourhood, all of
which are claimed by their owners as the speediest in the country. A purse should be
offered to ensure these be fitted for the race. It is hard to tell which has the supremacy,
the get of Sir Charles, Kearsarge, Wilkes, or Sporter. Now there will be a rush in horse
talk."116 The race may not have gone off, as in June it was reported, "Kearsarge Ready:
There has yet been no answer from city horsemen to the scheme of Mr. J.D. Reid for a
race with representative colts from the Wilkes, Elation, Mack F., and Kearsarge
families. Mr. Reid would like to pit his Kearsarge against colts of either of the above
families. Where are the fast Wilkes?"117 Elation, by Electioneer, stood at the St. Croix
Stock Farm, owned by W.F. Todd in St. Stephen along with Lumps, a son of George
Wilkes who garnered a hefty one hundred dollar stud fee (see Figure 3.12).'18 A similar
contest was proposed in Nova Scotia; the Auburn Gazette reported that, "Some
questions having been raised concerning the relative merits of some of the Province
flyers, Mr. George Carvill, of St. John, the owner of Speculation, the splendid stallion
which captured a hard race here at the Eastern Maine State Fair has challenged any
horse now in Nova Scotia; Sir Charles or Israel preferred, to trot Speculation in a match
race, mile heats, best three in five, for $500. Race to take place this fall on the track
offering the best purse."119 The stallion's famous ancestors were emphasized in the
frequent advertisements of stud. The "Trotting Horse Stallion Victor Patchen," a
—Daily Gleaner. Aug. 19, 1891.
—Daily Gleaner. June 15, 1892.
1 l8NBMA, PE F35-2. A flyer for the 1892 breeding season advertised "Finely bred
Trotting Stock for sale." Elation's stud fee was fifty dollars along with Edgardo
and Glencoe.
119Auburn Gazette. Sept. 30,1891.
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Sire, the great Kleciioneer, 125, (sire of Sunol, 2.08%' ; Palo Alio, 2.08J4' ; Arion, (2) 2,104* ,
{sold for $125,200), and 97 others in 2.30; 1st dam by Volunteer, 55, the great race horse sire, and
sire of St. Julfen, 2.11% ; (doster, 2,17: Alley, 2.fQ: Hodine. 2.ig l i ; Driver, 2.19%. ami 26
others in th 2.30 list.

$50.

EDGARDO, 4153.

$50.

fU\y Stallion, foaled iSSj, Arrant 2.37*4, half milt Itxu'k.
Sire. Humor. 3033, record 2.ao, (sire of 6 in 2.30 list); ist dam, Lucia, {dam of Beulah, 2.
Lauimermoor, 2.23 ; fcdgurdo, 2.27% ; HttrlvBurly, 2.27 ; Lucy Pancoast, (3) 2.30), the greatest
brood mare of her age; by Jay Uoutd, 97, record 2.20Yz. (sire of 23 in 2.30 lisi) j 2n<i dam,
Liicy, 2.18by (icn. \|, I'citchen, 30, record, 2.23)4.

$50.

GLENCOE, 10533.

$50.

l*ay Stallion ^/billed rSSS.
Sire, Mambrino Russell, 2008, (sire t>f to in 2.30 lint) an<! half brother of Maud S., 2.oS>j,
and Nutwood, 2.18#, (wre of 75 in 2.30 list); 1st dam, Alice Blackwood, 2.2954, (dam of A life
"Black, 4 yenr old record 2.29^); 2nd dam, Kuieline, (trial 2.23), dam of Kale Taylor, 2.23^ :
Augusta Schuyler, 2.26, (dam of Kdith R., 2.17^j; Alice jHladcu-ood, 2.29,4 ; Kay Gould, 2.29W:
Adelc Gould, 2.19: Daisy Hartshorn, 2.2414 : Carrie K. r 2.28*4. (dam of Jmintan Wilkes, 3.30) •
Jersy Prince, 2.27*-4, (wre nf John S. t 2.21 V : Little Jersy, 2.29*4

$20.

FAUNTLEROY.

$20.

CAi'Sl/tJtf Sfii/lioHy I'oa/tul /.W',
Sire, Viking, 4222, word 2.tCf% t by Helmont, 64, (sire of 38 in 2.30 list); 1st darn, l^ady
Messenger, by Messenger Chief, 1825, (sire of Maud Messenger, 2.16*4. and 13 others in 2.30 list.)

$15.

SEA-BIRD.

$15.

{'htsfmtl Cell, foaled

I

Sin:, Kdgardo, 4153, record 2.27^, by Rumor, 4.20, (sire of 6 in 2.30); 1st dam, I ju v
Messenger, hy Slessengvr <1>ief, 1825, (sire of 14 in 2.30 list): 2nd dam bv \Yhnlel»one, by
Mambrino Chief.

Marts failing to prove in foal hart privilege of free return for service ihe fo//mt<
ing season. Service money due at time of service, or before mare is taken mrtrv.
Hoard and Pasturage at very low rates.
Finely bred Trotting Stock for sale.

sum
wmbnt

W. F. TODD,
St. Croix Stock Farm, St Stephen, N. B.

Figure 3.12: New Brunswick advertisement for harness racing stallions, New
Brunswick Museum Archives (Printed Ephemera, F35-13)
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descendant of Henry Clay, was advertised in the Bangor Daily Commercial, which
stated, "And be it remembered that the speediest, the most enduring, and the most
valuable horses the world has yet produced are descendants of Henry Clay, increasing
in power as they breed on."
It has been claimed that, "Maine was the first state in this country to
successfully breed trotters." Messenger blood was first introduced to Maine when
Alvan Hayward of Winthrop bought a grey stallion in 1816 by Imported Messenger in
New York.120 Another early Maine harness sire was a small grey horse called Indian
Chief who came from Canada circa 1830, confirming the early influence of Canadian
blood ,121 In 1853 Sanford Howard of Boston said "Maine has, until within a few years,
furnished nearly all the trotting stock, of any note, in the country."122 One of the first
important and most influential trotting sires in the state was Winthrop Messenger, also
known as the "Old White Horse", a Morgan born in 1855 in Vermont, who was
followed by a series of trotting greats born in the Maine.123
Maine breeders throughout the nineteenth century continued to strive to breed
top harness racing horses. Colonel Thomas S. Lang was a Maine manufacturer and the
owner of the successful sires General Knox and Gideon.124 General Knox was kept at
stud in North Vassalboro until 1871 and bred to 100 mares a season.125 Gideon came
from Alden Goldsmith of Orange County New York, where the white stallion was born

120G.M.

Hatch, "Central Maine for Fifty Years Home of Many Famous Horses,"
Waterville Morning Sentinel. May13, 1939.
121Clark P. Thompson, "Maine's Cradle of the Trotter", 2005, HRM.
122"Maine Horses" taken from Pacealone by W.H. Gocher, 1928.
123"'First in the 48' The Horseman and Fair World", July 21,1947, HRM.
124Historv of Waterville.
'"Thompson, "Maine's Cradle of the Trotter.".
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in 1860, and was line-bred to the original

Messenger.126

Axtell made Maine horses

credible when the horse sold for $105,000 in 1889.127 Scholar Clark Thompson
postulates that the factors which made Maine successful in breeding harness racers were
enterprising owners, quality stallions, the incorporation of the Maine Association for the
Improvement in Breeding of Horses in 1831, and support of agricultural societies.128

Wallace's Year Book, 1890
A survey compiled from Wallace's Year Book of the sires of harness racers who
competed in Maine or New Brunswick in 1890 shows that the fathers of racers were
most likely to be based in Maine, whether they had been imported or bred in the state,
thus demonstrating that the region sustained its own breeding operations.129 The
tracking of some sires is possible because Wallace recorded the biography of birth and
ownership for each stallion who was registered and had offspring on the 2.30 list, as
recorded in the book's "The Great Table". The success rate of Maine-bred stallions is
impressive, and it is striking that breeders and sportsmen did not rely on first-generation
imported animals. Sires based regionally were the most prolific, often producing fast
offspring with excellent racing records. Also, a close examination of sires illustrates a
strong connection to Kentucky with regards to breeding stock in the racers'
backgrounds. After Kentucky, New York and Massachusetts were the most common

126Hatch,

"Central Maine for Fifty Years."

,27Ibid..
128Thompson,
129Wallace's

"Maine's Cradle of the Trotter."

Year Book 1890. Of the one hundred and seventy sires which
appear for horses which raced in 1890, sixty-nine are listed in Wallace's.
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states of origin for imported stock. Wallace's Year Book offers a wealth of information
on breeding of harness racers in the Northeastern region.130
Another interesting aspect of the knowledge found in Wallace's Year Book were
the naming practices of horses recorded in its pages. Naming of race horses gives some
insight into how the animals were viewed and what they represented to their owners.
What people named their horses could tell much about the animal's lineage, who may
have owned the horse before, and where they were from. Race horse names often
indicated their breeding lines; for example, Charta Mambrino, the Standardbred stallion
owned by McMonagle, was by Mambrino Charta, whose grandsires Old Mambrino
Chief and Magna Charta were displayed in his naming. Frequently names were taken
from the breeder or previous owner; a trotter bred by William Smith, for example,
might be called Smith's Bay. It was even popular to name horses after oneself or at
least give them your last name, as in the cases of C.H. Nelson's horse Nelson and
Charlie Slipp owned by A.L. Slipp of Saint John.131 This practice would definitely be a
strong indication of owner's pride in their horses. It was also used as a tribute to name
a horse after a famous person, such as George Wilkes, editor of the New York Spirit of
the Times, whose namesake was one of the most successful harness racers of the
nineteenth century. Wallace's Stud Book helped to regulate naming practices, as early
in the creation of the Standardbred, there were many horses of the same name, usually
related to each other. "Before the days of standardbred registration, an owner could call
his horse by any name he wanted. Consequently, when early records were being

l30Wallace's
131McMonagle

Year Book 1890 and 1891.

fonds, #49, NBMA.
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published, many duplications were

revealed."132

For instance, there were twelve horses

named "Nelly" in Wallace's Year Book 1891.
A study of Wallace's Year Book 1890 of racers in the Maritimes and Maine
shows a naming preference for common "human" names and a fondness for the practice
of horses taking on the names of the owners. The most popular names were Ben,
Charley, Frank, Harry, Jack, John, Mack, Rob/ Robert, Emma, Fanny, Kate, Maud, and
Nellie, often in combination with the use of last initial (Maud C.), which signified a
breeding line or the last name of the owner or breeder. The prefix titles of Doctor,
General, Lady, and Sir were also common, along with the descriptors prefixes Black,
Honest, and Young. Senior and Junior were often used after the name to delineate
father and son, such as All Right Junior. Some horses which were named after famous
people including influential politicians "Joe Howe", "Edward Blake", and "General
Hancock." Naming a horse could be very significant, as some went on to become
household names and stallions could be known across the continent.
Out of the 69 sires listed in Wallace's who had one or more offspring racing in
Maine and/or the Maritimes in 1890 and whose histories can be traced, seven were bred
and stood in Maine, five were imported to Maine from Kentucky, four each were
imported to Maine from an unknown location and from New York to Maine, two from
Massachusetts to Maine, and one from New Jersey to Maine. As well, two stallions
were originally from Maine but were found in New Hampshire and Massachusetts
respectively, demonstrating the quality of Maine breeding stock.
Of the stallions who were not based in Maine but sired horses in the region, five

132Gocher,

Trotalong. p. 153.
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were in Massachusetts, five in Kentucky, three in Vermont, three in New Hampshire,
two in New Jersey, two in Ohio, and one each in New York, Montana, Michigan, Iowa,
Pennsylvania, and Indiana. Many of these horses originally came from other states,
particularly Kentucky. Stallions from
outside the region could have travelled to breed local mare or mares could have been
shipped to stallions; however, at this stage in time it is more likely that their young
offspring or mares in foal to the stallions were imported to the region.
Some of the stallions who sired Maritime racers were based in the Maritimes:
Robert R. Morris and Aurora (owned by the New Brunswick government) came to New
Brunswick from New York; Harry Wilkes (the second stallion owned by the New
Brunswick Government) came from Kentucky; All Right was based in Nova Scotia but
was originally from Connecticut; Abdallah Messenger of Prince Edward Island came
from New York; and Sir Charles was bred and kept in New Brunswick. Significantly,
only one sire came from a Canadian province outside the Maritimes. The records from
Wallace's Year Book concerning stallions demonstrates Maritimes had much stronger
horse trade links with New England and even Kentucky than with Central Canada (see
the Appendix for a full table of information on stallions gathered from Wallace's Year
Book).m
The stallions may be judged on two levels: the success of their offspring, and
their fecundity. The success of a sire's offspring can be counted by the number horses
that are present on Wallace's 2.30 list (those individuals who have officially trotted or

133George

NBMA.

Otty owned colt by Robert R. Morris, born in April 1873. Otty fonds, #1,
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Figure 3.13: Charlottetown Driving Park Showing Grandstand and Horses on the
Track, 1890, by C. Lewis, Public Archives and Records Office of Prince Edward Island
(POOO 3172- Acc 34661 HF 74.27.6.10). The stallions left to right: Golden, Israel,
Confidence Jr., Black Pilot. All these stallions are recorded in New Brunswick

and Maine newspapers or Wallace's Year Book during 1890 and/ or 1891.
paced a mile in harness under two and a half minutes), racing anywhere in North
America. Some of the most famous stallions from across the United States had
offspring racing in Maine and the Maritimes including Alcantara, Ambassador, Jay
Bird, Red Wilkes, Young Jim (all by George Wilkes), Bayard (by Pilot Jr.), Daniel
Lambert (by Ethan Allen), Godfrey Patchen (by George M. Patchen), Mambrino Boy
(by Mambrino Patchen), Phil Sheridan (by Columbus), and Wedgewood (by Belmont).
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What appears, however, from the statistics is a clear indication of the success of Maine,
and in some cases, Maritime breeding stock in North American racing. Although high
profile stallions from outside the region were used and their offspring imported,
numerous "home grown" stallions were successful in producing several offspring on the
2.30 list.
Thirteen stallions, all bred in Maine, led by Gilbreth Knox and Grey Dan, had a
combined 22 offspring on the 2.30 list. A further eleven stallions imported to Maine,
including Black Pilot, Daniel Boone, Gideon, and Tom Patchen, had a combined 32 on
the 2.30 list. Of the Maritime stallions, Aurora had two on the list and Harry Wilkes
one. Robert R. Morris, who stood in Fredericton (born 1866 died 1880) had two and Sir
Charles, bred in New Brunswick sired by Mambrino Charta, had two as well, the
famous mares Maggie T. and Maud C. Abdallah Messenger had one listed and All
Right two (see Table 3.2 for a full listing). All this establishes that a very high quality
of racing stock was both being brought in and being produced in the region.
By drawing on both newspapers and Wallace's Year Book, it can be determined
which were the most prolific sires of offspring known to be racing in 1890 in Maine and
the Maritimes. As could be expected, the stallions with the most offspring racing were
from the area.. One would assume that breeders would keep using stallions that were
not only successful racers themselves, but were also consistently producing talented
youngsters. Kearsarge and Harry Wilkes were most popular around the Fredericton
area, and the use of Harry Wilkes shows that the government breeding program met
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with some success.134 Maine and the Maritimes had a vibrant and successful horse
breeding trade throughout the nineteenth century.

Table 3.2: Stallions by number of Offspring Racing in Maine/New Brunswick
(compiledfrom Wallace's Year Book)

Number
of

Names of Stallions

Offspring
12

Harry Wilkes

10

Gideon

7

Kearsarge

6

All Right, Daniel Boone, Judge Advocate, Mack F, Redwood

5

Constellation, Melbourne King, Von Moltke, Young Rolfe

4

Black Pilot, Harbringer, Winthrop Morrill

3

Dean Swift, Dr. Franklin, Gen. Withers, Glenarm, Grey Dan, Hernando,
McVeigh, Peter Blair, Rampart, Sir Charles

2

Fearnaught Jr., Guarantee, Harry Knox, Lexington, Ledo, Tom Patchen,
Albrino, Olympus, Harry Morgan, Patchen Boy, Prescott, Trident,
Broadway

134McMonagle

had bred his mare, Dutchess, to Harry Wilkes in 1888 and produced
the filly "Sussex Lass" who was bought by David Watson of Saint John, another
well-known New Brunswick horseman.
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Conclusion
During the nineteenth century the Standardbred developed stable characteristics
using a modern, scientific approach to breeding which made it the fastest harness racer
in the world. Utilizing the advances in travel, communication, and business which
came with industrialization, the breed was able to expand and improve across the North
American continent. The breeding of horses had become rational and efficient, a real
reflection of the intellectual and economic currents of the period. The creation of the
Standardbred was intimately linked to the changes which were shaping North American
society in the latter nineteenth century.
Small breeders such as Hugh McMonagle and George Otty used local Canadian
and Morgan stock mixed with imported thoroughbreds and talented trotters to produce
swift harness racers. Breeders in the region were at the forefront of breeding trends,
utilizing the important Mambrino and Hambletonian strains from early on, though the
relative merits of each line were contested in the newspapers and on the race tracks.
The pages of Wallace's Year Book clearly show that the Northeastern region produced
quality harness racers during the 1890s.
Indeed, the Northeastern region on North America was instrumental to the
creation of the Standardbred, and, therefore, the development of the sport of harness
racing. The foundations of the breed derived from the stock of the region, and then by
the end of the century, top horses were being bred again in the region through the use of
imported blood. Perhaps there is validity to 1940s harness racing chronicler Frank
Wrensch's claim that by then all top Canadian horses are of American origin, but that
does not diminish the fact that much of the early stock for the Standardbred came from
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New England and the Maritimes and the breeding savvy of the region was apparent
until the end of the nineteenth century. Without the contribution of New Englanders
and Maritimers to the Standardbred breed, North American harness racing would not
have reached the levels of success which it did ultimately achieve.

Stallion with trainer, c. 1899, Newcastle,
Provincial Archives of New Brunswick(P6-13)
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Chapter 4: Racing on Paper: The Press and Growth of Sporting Culture

Palpable excitement raced through the pages of the Fredericton Daily Gleaner as
words such as King of the Ice, Nelson, "hot brush", and cranks were gleefully relayed to
an eager public. The burgeoning popularity of harness racing during the late nineteenth
century was attested by the parallel growth of the sporting column in daily newspapers.
Horse racing was the earliest sport to achieve popular interest in North America, and the
interest in sport was growing quickly by the mid-nineteenth century. The expansion of
sporting journalism echoed the growth of the sport of harness racing, offering insights
into its development and the attitudes of its participants and followers. Sporting
magazines and yearly publications paved the way for coverage in newspapers. In
particular, American writer and publisher John Wallace was instrumental to the first
publication featuring the sport of harness racing, and greatly aided in the growth and
formalization of the sport which will be discussed.
The prominence of harness racing in the newspaper, alongside the rise of the
sports feature, was found in New Brunswick newspapers, which regularly featured
international and local reporting on the sport. The Fredericton, New Brunswick daily
paper, the Daily Gleaner, offers a profile for a case study in how the sport became an
important aspect of daily newspapers. The media trends which were found in the
reporting of nineteenth century harness racing were characterized by widespread
coverage from around North America, local boosterism, reporting of racing tips, use of
poetic style, and opinion on sporting issues. These characteristics could be found later
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with other sports such as baseball, but for the Daily Gleaner harness racing was a key
sport in the development of sporting journalism. For comparison, the Bangor Daily
Commercial of Bangor, Maine's coverage of harness racing is also examined. The
currents of modernization which were found throughout nineteenth century society are
reflected within the daily papers.

Sporting Journalism on the Rise
During the second half of the nineteenth century, the newspaper industry in
North America went through a major change from being primarily weekly publications
to daily printings. During the mid-1850s many papers were affiliated with political
parties, but daily newspapers changed the approach to journalism along with
revolutionizing the industry. There are differing opinions on the actual role of the press
in Canada's society, with Paul Rutherford, Stacy Lorenz, Douglas Fetherling, and
Minko Sotiron being the preeminent historian on the subject. The press came to Canada
in the second half of eighteenth century, later than Britain and the United State. The
first newspapers appeared in New Brunswick with the Loyalists in 1783. Steam
cylinders arrived in the mid century and allowed for mass production and daily
publications became common in cities and towns..1 The Toronto Globe was the first
popular daily paper in Canada, and the struggle was on between dailies and weeklies for
readership.

'Douglas Fetherling, The Rise of the Canadian Newspaper. (Toronto: Oxford
University Press, 1990), p. 1, 10, and 29.
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The new mass circulation style dailies were anti-elite and aimed at the general,
literate urban masses. Often the style of writing which came with the daily newspapers
was called the "new journalism" or the "people's press." Daily newspapers required
expensive staff and relied on advertisements for financing, which was made possible by
industrial and urban expansion after 1850.2 Editorial content was cut down in dailies in
favour of more reporting, especially on local events. The goal of the papers was no
longer to promote political opinion, but to inform and entertain the public; editorial
opinion, however, could still be strong. International news became less of a
commentary, adopting the style of the telegraph, the method by which the information
was now delivered. By the 1890s telephones were also in use in newspaper offices.3
The use of large headlines and pictures became common, as special features appeared
and each paper had a distinctive "look" and "feel". Classified sections emerged along
with entertainment features (fiction), education (how-to), and personal comments
(letters to the editor).4 Many papers took on the elements of gossip and sensationalism
for entertainment value. Newspapers were driven by profit so they created content
which was of interest to the largest possible segment of the population.5 Sotiron

2Stacy

L. Lorenz. "In the Field of Sport at Home and Abroad: Sports Coverage
in Canadian Daily Newspapers, 1850-1914," Sport History Review. 34 (2003 ). p. 137.
3

Fetherling, The Rise of the Canadian Newspaper, p 36 and 69.

4Paul

Rutherford, A Victorian Authority: The Daily Press in Late Nineteenth
Century Canada. (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1982), Chapter 4: The Daily
Fare.
'Paul Rutherford, "The People's Press: The Emergence of the New Journalism in
Canada, 1869-99." Canadian Historical Review. LVI, 2, (June 1975).
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particularly emphasizes the "corporatization" of Canadian newspapers in the last decade
of the nineteenth century and into the early twentieth century. The focus of newspapers
became mainly profit, and strong connections were made with new industrialists.6
Before the mass circulation by daily newspapers was possible, technological
advancement, widespread literacy, and urbanization were necessary. Illiteracy rates in
the Maritimes, for example, decreased significantly from 15.8 per cent in 1871 to 8.1 per
cent in1891, the time during which the daily was popularized.7 Journalism in general
was aimed toward the middle class, but also expanded to the working class as literacy
grew and the price of daily papers dropped.8 Innovations on the printing press, pulp and
paper made from wood, and railroad, and telegraph service were also very important to
the establishment of daily papers. The Maritimes may have been later in following
journalism trends as the region was later in establishing developed industrialism than
Central Canada and parts of the Unites States. As Rutherford has suggested, "By the
end of the century, the popular press was an authority that both reflected and bridged the
social gulf in the big city."9
In both Canada and the United States, the sports feature became an important
part of the new daily papers. Before the expansion of the popular press, very little

6Minko

Sotiron, From Politics to Profit: The Commercialization of Canadian
Daily Newspapers. 1890-1920. (Montreal: McGill-Queen's University Press, 1997).
7Rutherford,
8Robert

A Victorian Authority, p. 27.

H. Wiebe, The Search for Order. 1877-1920. (New York: Hill and

Wang, 1967).
9Rutherford,

A Victorian Authority, p. 77.
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reporting was done on sports beyond the start times of sporting events; eventually,
results were also printed. Sports coverage attracted male readers, who made up a vital
advertising market. The press reports drew particular attention to the spectators, making
them central to the sporting experience and also helped to develop the concept of "sports
heros". By the end of the nineteenth century there were separate sports pages, reports
became detailed, and fo local coverage dramatic style was the norm. An early historian
of sporting journalism, John Rikard Betts writes, "there was no department in the daily
press which was expanding and changing as rapidly as sports in the 1890s."10 By the
1880s specialists in sports writing began to be hired to cover events for newspapers.11
Canadian sports historian Alan Metcalfe saw the editor of the sports page to be of key
importance in the development of sport in Canada.12 Dailies especially promoted sports
and brought the sporting language to the middle class. Community spirit was
emphasized through a city's sports teams and athletics. The newspapers also provided
national and worldwide coverage connecting communities to wider world.
Stacy Lorenz offers a study on the rise of sporting journalism within the daily
newspapers of Canada, arguing that sport is a form of culture, and that the role of mass
culture and commercialized leisure were key developments in nineteenth century North

10John

Rikards Betts, "Sporting Journalism in Nineteenth-Century America,"
American' Quarterly. Vol. 5, No. 1. (Spring, 1953), p. 56.
"Ibid., pp. 39-56.
12Alan

Metcalfe, "The Emergence of Organized Team Sport, 1867-1914,"
Canada Learns to Plav: The Emergence of Organized Sport. 1807-1914. (Toronto:
McClelland & Stewart, 1987).
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America. Lorenz writes, "This world of sport can also be thought of as a shared pool of
information about sport information meaning not only news and factual data but also
the broad range of ideas, symbols, meanings, and knowledge that constitutes the world
of sport. In other words, the world of sport is an information system that links people
together in a transnational community of interest."13 With the invention and expansion
of telegraph wires starting in the 1840s, race results could quickly be reported
throughout the region and continent. Sport expanded beyond the local sphere through
newspapers, then creating regional links.
Harness racing, particularly in the Maritime region, has been left out of the
history of Canadian sport journalism. Lorenz claims that baseball was the first sport to
be followed across North America, but other evidence, such as from the Daily Gleaner,
shows that harness racing was the earliest mass spectator sport.'4 Neither the Canadian
nor the American historiography recognizes the significance of horse racing journalism.
Lorenz does contend that there has not been much study on the Canadian sports media.
Certainly most of the discussion has centred on Quebec and Ontario. Observing how
the sporting media covered harness racing during the early 1890s in northeastern North
America will add to a more complete view of sporting development on the continent.

Sporting Journals and Harness Racing
Horse racing was widely covered in the new dailies, but was preceded by

,3Lorenz.
14Ibid.,

"In the Field of Sport at Home and Abroad", p. 133.

p. 153.
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sporting journals, which continued to be published on a mass scale into the twentieth
century. In England, sporting journals were established early in the nineteenth century
and were of particular use to horse racing gamblers to report betting tips or to offer
services. Tipsters who wrote for the papers would also give out "better" information for
a price, coded in classified advertisements or by telegraph.15 Sporting journals in North
America, however, took on a different function. Important American racing journals
included Turf, Field and Farm (founded in 1865), the American Horse Breeder (1882),
and the Horse Review (1889). The Canadian Sportsman and Livestock Journal, "A
Chronicle of All Legitimate Sports, and Agriculture and Live Stock Journal," founded
by E. King Dodds, based in Toronto, was a major publication for harness racing in
Canada in the late nineteenth century (see Figure 4.1). These journals were widely
patronized by horse racing aficionados.
Key figures in the development of North American sporting and horse racing
journalism included Henry Chadwick, Henry William Herbert, and George Wilkes.
Henry Chadwick was the British-born American who invented modern sports
journalism, particularly being known for working out the methods for statistics and
solidifying rules for baseball.16 Henry William Herbert, better known as Frank Forester,
became one of the first popular sportswriter in North America with a particular interest

I5David

C. Itzkowitz, "Victorian Bookmakers and Their Customers," Victorian
Studies. 32, 1, pp. 6-30.
16Stephen

Hardy, "Entrepreneurs, Structure, and the Sportgeist: Old Tensions in
a Modern Industry" in Allen Guttmann, Richard D. Mandell, Stephen A. Reiss, Stephen
Hardy and Donald G. Kyle, Essavs on Sport History and Sport Mythology. (Texas A &
M University Press, 1990), p. 55.
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in horse racing. He did a lot to promote the ideals of sportsmanship and was first
published in The Spirit of the Times. The Spirit of the Times, based in New York and
founded in 1831, became the main sporting journal for the United States by mid-century.
George Wilkes bought the Spirit in 1856 and owned it until 1866, and was a promoter of
harness racing.17 These men provided the foundation of the "Sporting Press" which
along with newspapers, did a lot for the popularization of harness racing.
John H. Wallace is the single individual who did the most for the mass
production of harness racing publications in late nineteenth century North America.
John Rikards Betts calls Wallace, "The most famous editor and publisher of the last
decades of the century... the chief bulwark in the defence, popularization and
improvement of trotting, " and adds that, "For a generation he was the foremost
statistician and commentator in the trotting world."18 Wallace organized race results
and breeding records that he published along with current harness racing news in several
formats that were widely available to the public. Starting in the 1860s, Wallace began
to build the official publications of harness racing and later the Standardbred. Wallace
worked at the Iowa State Board of Agriculture in the middle of the century, where he
became involved with livestock breeding.19 Strangely, Wallace was not actually an
experienced horseman himself but made himself an expert on horse breeding, records,

17John

Rikards Betts, "Sporting Journalism in Nineteenth-Century America,"
American Quarterly Vol. 5, No. 1. (Spring, 1953), pp. 39-56.
18Ibid.,
19John
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Hervey, The American Trotter. New York: Coward-McCann Inc., 1947
Chapter 11:" John H. Wallace, the Register, the Standard, the Year Book".

Figure 4.1: Front page of the Canadian Sportsman, featuring Wheeling Wilkes
(Harness Racing Museum)
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and pedigrees. John H. Wallace's first volume of Wallace's American Studbook which
recorded the breeding of race horses in North America was published in 1867. The
"Trotting Appendix" included with this volume was very popular, so it was followed in
1871 by Wallace's Trotting Register to distinguish harness racing from thoroughbred
flat racing lines.20 "The Standard of Admission to Registration" where each approved
harness racing stallion was registered and recorded with a number was created in 1879.
Stallions who met the "standard" were given registration numbers which stayed with
them for their careers and lives. Foundation sire Abdallah was given the number "1"
and the famous Hambletonian number "10". The Trotting Register number almost
always followed Standardbred's names when they were written anywhere. For example,
in an 1884 flyer from breeder George Otty of Hampton, New Brunswick, the registration
numbers of the horses for sale are prominently featured: "Mulgrave- bay stallion, foaled
1880. Got by Rysdyk, 653 American Trotting Register. Dam Madge (see 4th vol. of
Wallace's Trotting Register, page 358) Mulgrave being half-brother to the celebrated
Clingstone. This is a very superior horse, and would be extremely fast if properly trained
or developed, as he possesses a fine open gait, and is kind and tractable in harness."21
When George Otty had applied for the registration of Mulgrave in 1882, he received a
signed certificate from Wallace himself via the Trotting Register of the American Stud
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Book declaring the horse registered.22
In 1875 Wallace started the agricultural and horse journal called Wallace's
Monthly. Wallace was also one of the main organizers of the National Association of
Trotting Horse Breeders when it was founded in 1876.23 As T. Jackson Lears has
pointed out, the second industrial revolution was characterized by organized corporate
capitalism.24 In this respect detailed recording and then mass distribution of statistics
and records by Wallace was characteristic of modern, industrial culture.
Wallace's chronicling of harness racing reached new heights in the 1880s. He
had been backed by northeastern breeders, but opposed by Kentuckians who created the
Breeders' Trotting Stud Book in 1881. It was discovered, however, that the author of
this volume, J.H. Saunders, had plagiarised from Wallace's Register. As John Hervey,
early writer on harness racing, wrote, "Wallace, left alone in his glory, was now the
dictator of trotting-horse breeding."25 The 1882 edition of the Register, the fourth
volume, was made under the standard rules and each successive volume increased in
size. Wallace would not enter disputed pedigrees, but he did display two major biases in
his writing: he was against the use of thoroughbred blood in the American trotter
because he thought it made horses less hardy and more likely to break gait, and he

22#36,

Otty fonds, NBMA.

23Hervey,

The American Trotter. Chapter 11:" John H. Wallace, the Register,
the Standard, the Year Book".
24T.J.

Jackson Lears, No Place of Grace: Antimodernism and the Transformation
of American Culture. 1880-1920. (New York: Pantheon Books, 1981).
25Hervey,

The American Trotter, p. 286.

180

believed that speed at the trot came from a family background of speed at the pace.26
In 1885, Wallace's Year Book was created with race summaries and statistics
from the Monthly.27 The American Trotting Register that Wallace had created was sold
to the American Trotting Register Association in 1891 and Walter T. Chesier of New
York was put in charge.28 The Chicago-based Association moved the location of the
Wallace's Year Book publication, and at the same time made the change that pacers
would be allowed in the book with a 2:25 record, but in 1892 a separate pacing
department was created.29 Wallace started the process of recording and distributing
information which made harness racing one of the first modern sports in North America.
The records displayed in Wallace's publication spurred interest in achieving race results,
which in turn raised the demand for harness racing coverage in local, daily newspapers.
Not only was sporting journalism popularized at the same time as daily
newspapers, harness racing also came into prominence during the same period. The
evolution of modern sports journalism coincided with the emergence of harness racing
heros, and people all over the continent were able to follow these horses' careers
through newspapers. "A large newspaper public became deeply interested in horses
such as Boston Blue, Eclipse, Boston, Fashion, Peytona, and Lady Suffolk," writes John
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Rikards Betts.30 Connections were often found between newspapers and harness racing;
for example, leading capitalist and proponent of the sport Robert Bonner owned the New
York LedgerThe appearance of harness racing in newspapers around North America
was central to the rise and popularity of the sport.

Harness Racing in Early New Brunswick Newspapers
Early newspapers from the province of New Brunswick show the beginnings of
trends and changes going on in the nineteenth century media which came to feature
harness racing. As early as the 1870s harness races throughout New Brunswick and
Maine were promoted through newspapers such as the Daily Telegraph, Morning
Freeman, and New Brunswick Reporter. The Daily Telegraph was a significant
newspaper in the harness racing centre of Saint John during the 1870s. An
advertisement from the Telegraph shows an early specialized interest in the business of
harness racing: "Harness: R & T Finlay invite the attention of HARNESS, made up of
best materials and superior workmanship expressly for the fall trade, comprising
everything from HEAVY TEAM to LIGHT DRIVING and TROTTING HARNESS."32
During 1887 the Daily Telegraph featured American race results in a daily "turf report"
as well as promotion of races at the Saint John track. On August 6th, for example, the
newspaper announced that, "The meet at Moosepath at the 10th promises to embrace
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some of the best running and trotting horses that have been seen on the park for some
years. In addition to the local horses quite a few are expected from the neighbouring
provinces and from Maine."33 The commercialization and promotion of the sport of
harness racing are evident in these entries.
Another newspaper from Saint John popular in the 1870s was the Morning
Freeman. It featured this advertisement for a harness racer for sale in 1872: "Available
at auction: A brown mare, rising 5 years old; can trot a mile in 3 minutes, and will make
a very fast beast, is sound and kind."34 The Freeman also reported that at the
Moosepath track outside Saint John "Two fast trotting horses from Calais arrived by
train last evening. They will enter for the races held on the Moosepath Association
Grounds on the 11th and 12th."35 From this information, it is clear that race horses in the
region were being moved by train and were coming from the state of Maine to compete
in Saint John. The paper seemed particularly concerned with the origins of the horses
who were racing at the Moosepath,
The second annual meeting at this course will be held on
Wednesday and Thursday, and from what is rumoured about
the city as to the qualities and speed of some of the horses which
are entered, two days of rare sport are in store for those who
attend the track on the days named. On Wednesday the first race
will be for stallions, for a purse of $150. There are two entries - a
St. Stephen horse and one from Calais.
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The second race will be for four year old colts, and the price $100.
There are three colts entered, all owned in this city.
For the third race, for horses that never beat 2:40, the price is $200,
and there are six entries. Two of the horses come from Bangor, one
from Portland, Me., one from Charlottetown, P.E.I., one from St.
Stephen, and one belongs to St. John...
The third concluding race of the meeting is free to all horses and the
prize is $400. This race is awaited with far more interest than attaches
to any of the others, owing to the fact that Mr. Furlong's well known
horse 'Andy Johnson' is entered. Andy has never made any public
exhibition of his speed in this Province, and his performance in
Thursday next is the subject of much discussion. There are four horses
to contend against him - two from Bangor, one from Charlottetown,
and one from St. Stephen.. ."36
This article provides an excellent example of the "harness racing region" which was
composed of Maine, New Brunswick and also Prince Edward Island. The detailed
entries, building anticipation for races, and attention to local entries was characteristic of
the way that harness racing was starting to be reported.
The New Brunswick Reporter from Fredericton was a weekly paper popular in
the 1880s. Sports were often covered including curling, tennis, skating, shooting,
cricket, baseball, and, of course, harness racing. The Reporter, for example, recorded
the success of a local harness racer in June 1882, "At a recent trot in Mystic Park,
Boston, the celebrated Fredericton horse 'J.P. Morris' won a $500 purse in 2.21 3/4."37
The progress of local harness racing heros could easily be followed through newspapers.
Even before newspapers switched to the daily format, harness racing reports appeared

36Morning
37New

Freeman. September 10,1872.

Brunswick Reporter. June 28, 1882.

184

regularly.

The Fredericton Daily Gleaner
The Daily Gleaner was one of the first daily newspapers in the provincial capital
of Fredericton, New Brunswick. From its advent in 1890 as a daily newspaper, the
Gleaner relayed harness racing information on an almost daily basis. During the 1890s,
the paper was several pages in length, with one page largely consisting of local news and
sports. When the paper became a daily, a special sports section was created entitled
"The World of Sport- What is Doing on the Turf, the Diamond and in the Ring." A
significant portion of the sports coverage included harness racing reports, both local and
international. The harness racing coverage was so prevalent in the Daily Gleaner that at
least one item on the sport appeared in almost every issue of the paper year round. One
headline from 1890 read, "The Track: Horse Notes From the Length and Breadth of the
Continent," but the article only referred to harness racing, demonstrating the dominance
of harness racing over flat racing in the newspaper.38 In the larger context, a debate
existed over the respectability of sports in papers. The Gleaner consistently came down
on the side of respectability, provides a great example of how the popularity of both
harness racing and sporting journalism grew together during the 1890s.
The Daily Gleaner started as the York Gleaner, first published in 1880 by James
H. Crocket and H.H. Pitts. Pitts sold his share to Crocket, the newspaper was
relaunched as the Gleaner, and by steps became a semi-weekly, then tri-weekly
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newspaper, until in 1890 it became the Daily Gleaner?9 The paper started with a handturned press then changed to a steam-driven flat-bed press which increased its
distribution. James Crocket was heavily involved in the newspaper, as one local
historian noted, "A born newspaperman, Mr. Crocket... affectionately know to his
associates and employees as 'The Boss', he managed and edited for almost half a
century (1880-1929)... Besides directing the editorial policy of the paper, Mr. Crocket
was one of the few publishers who could set his own editorials from the type case."40 It
was clear that the Gleaner sports editor during the 1890s was a great promoter of
harness racing, but who this person was remains a mystery. Unfortunately, no known
business or employment records exist from this era of the Daily Gleaner. It is possible
that Crocket himself had a hand in the harness racing content of the paper. It may be
surmised from the similar writing style that the same writer contributed the major
articles on harness racing in Fredericton from 1890 to 1892. It is even likely that the
writer had a stake in the track as the articles were so persistent about its promotion.
Whoever the writer of the harness racing content was for the Daily Gleaner, his
contribution was valuable in understanding the importance of harness racing in
Fredericton during the 1890s because he records the activities of the track in great detail.
Local harness racing news was integrated with international racing news,
showing evidence of a conception of a larger geographic sporting community. National
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and international coverage was added easily by means of the newly created telegraph
services. Eventually, telegraphs were brought directly to sporting events so that they
could be broadcast "live" to other locations.41 The standardization of press reports
nationally created a shared body of information. Local and international harness racing
news were covered almost equally in the Daily Gleaner, with regional news following in
frequency of coverage.
Coverage of harness racing at a provincial level was very common in the
Gleaner. The main tracks which were covered included Fredericton, Saint John, St.
Stephen, Moncton, Woodstock, Bathurst, and Newcastle. In the spring of 1890, the
program for "The Provincial Trotting Circuit" was laid out in the paper: "Fredericton
Park Association Wed/ Thurs September 17th and 18th $1000; Moosepath Park
Wed/Thurs. September 24 and 25, $1750; St. Stephen Park Wed./Thurs September 10
and 11 $1000."42 This coordinated, planned effort from the provincial tracks allowed
for competitors and spectators to plan their sporting season. Frequently races of interest
in other parts of the province were mentioned in the Gleaner in items which came from
other New Brunswick newspapers. For example, the newspaper reported in 1891 that
"Arrangements are about completed for a trotting race on the St. Stephen park on
Saturday of next week between Carrie R., Hope, Valley Girl and Rattler. It will be a hot
contest and excites much interest here," and on Woodstock races that, "Matthias
Meagher, of Debec, trotted his bg Louis J., with a running mate, a half a mile in 1.14 V4
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to the great admiration of the spectators."43 Additionally, the races from Bathurst,
Newcastle and Chatham in the northern part of province, called "The North Shore
Races" were often discussed.44
At the next level, harness racing covered the Maritime Provinces and New
England, particularly Maine. In September 1891 the record-breaking results of a stallion
race in New Glasgow, Nova Scotia were reported: "Edgardo's 2:29 3/4, made in the last
heat, is the fastest mile ever made in a Nova Scotia race."45 Also reported were the races
at Amherst, Nova Scotia where "Nellie G. owned by A. Purdy won the sweepstake race
at Amherst yesterday in 2.45" in October 1890.46 In particular, the goings on at the
Bangor Fair in Maine were often covered by Gleaner. The appearance of horses with a
New Brunswick connection in Maine were especially noted, such as Sir Charles, who
"was at the track and had many admirers ,"47 On one occasion, the front page of the
paper displayed the results of the Fort Fairfield, Maine races, a community on the
international border.48
The Daily Gleaner regularly ran stories on harness racing from the United States,
primarily from New England, California, and the Midwest. Record-breaking efforts
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were almost always noted, such as the world record of a 2.08 mile that was made by
Direct in September 1890.49 As the following quote indicates, the sports editor of the
Daily Gleaner was enthusiastic about the coverage of high level harness racing: "Great
Stallions: Never before in the history of the turf were there so many fast trotting horses
as at the present time. The wonderful performances of Palo Alto, Allerton, Nelson and
other stallions have kept the publisher in suspense all through the season as the king o
today was likely to lose the crown to-morrow."50 Of course, the international successes
of local horses were reported with great relish: local favourite Maud C. Was the subject
of such treatment. "A telegram was received yesterday," the Gleaner noted, "by John
McCoy at St. John, stating that Maud C. had trotted a mile at Danbury in 2.28 1/4.
Maud C. was bred and owned, until a few weeks since, by Thos. Clark of St. John. She
is now owned by some Americans." It was also noted in the same edition of the
Gleaner that the world record was set in Maine for a half mile track by Nelson in 2.15
1/4 at the Eastern Maine Fair Saturday.51 On September 25,1890 it was reported that
Nelson trotted a mile in 2:12 at Kankakee, Illinois equalling Axtell's record. Nelson
was a very successful Maine horse adopted by New Brunswickers and his fans were able
to follow his exploits in the Daily Gleaner. The newspaper offered a selection of
harness racing reports from near and far, helping to create identities based upon
geographic boundaries.
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Local Boosterism and Endorsement of Harness Racing
Newspapers were instruments of civic boosterism, which was often built through
local sport. Having city sports teams or sports figures gave residents of a community a
common figure to follow and feel pride in their accomplishments. Civic pride,
promoted through newspapers, was felt toward local harness racing horses in
Fredericton as well as other towns and cities in the Northeastern region. The newspaper
helped create a "community of interest", as described by Lorenz: "This community of
interest consisted of people who discussed, cared about, and paid attention to the same
players, teams leagues, and events, no matter where they lived. A unified 'world of
sport' was created by the mass media-one that embraced both amateur and professional
sport, and included leagues, games, teams, athletes, events, statistics, stories, myths, and
heroes."52 Sports as viewed through press helped to shape the image of a community.
It is clear that the sports editor of the Daily Gleaner promoted harness racing
whenever possible. In February 1891 when informal ice racing was held regularly, the
Gleaner sports writer took a strong stance in suggesting how the sport could be
formalized and expanded,
To-day the sporting men of the city are having the ice cleared
for trotting and it is intended to put the tracks in the best condition.
Why not, as suggested by some parties put up a purse for a contest
on the ice. There is as much reason in it, as to do so in the summer
on the parks. The plan proposed is to make a purse of three
hundred dollars, divided into during the next season of the house.
Where are the speedy horses of Chatham and Woodstock? Why
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not send an invitation to these cities, and see what they can do in an
ice contest. If any outside horse should come, as many will be
likely to do so there will be the best of fair play and an open
welcome extended. There can be no better nor prettier chance for a
decisive race than on the river, and should the affair come to any
definite basis many visitors will flock in to the city to see the fun.
There are many fine horses here, and a great many speedy and showy
youngsters, which would be well advertised by such a contest.53
This article demonstrates many of the standard characteristics of the writing on harness
racing which appeared in the Gleaner in the early 1890s; it pushes for improvement of
racing facilities, the drawing of outside horses, showcasing of local horses, and a focus
on spectators with overtones of encouragement and civic boosterism.
Articles promoting Fredericton races were very positive, such as the item for the
opening of the 1891 race season entitled "Auspicious opening- Harry M., Can Do It."
"The Park Association deserves a bumper house for the energy they have displayed in
opening the season so auspiciously to the sporting public of Fredericton. But this is only
the beginning" the writer believed, "and if a good patronage is extended to them they
propose to continue these local meetings and give all owners of speed a chance to enjoy
themselves during the season."54 Over the weeks leading up to the opening races during
the 1890s, there would be articles designed to stimulate interest in the event. During
1892 there were items on local harness racers and race preparations every few days
leading up to the popular Victoria Day celebration races on May 24. On May 10, for
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example, the sports writer remarked that, "At the Fredericton Park: Horse cranks are
beginning to look forward to the 24th with a great deal of interest. Every evening the
park is lively with horsemen anxious to get on a race."55 Two days later on May 12, the
paper commented, "Every evening witnesses between 15 and 20 flyers on the track
preparing for the 24th and without doubt, judging from the present interest taken in that
date, the public will see a grand afternoon of fun."56 Other reports appeared on May 14
and May 17, which read, "As the boys have had some hot brushes and the time they
make is not too slow when such horses as Harry M., George Allright, Dred and Claymo
get to-gether, they do not let much grass grow under their feet."57 The article published
the day before the races read, "At the Park Tomorrow: The first race between the Farrel
pacer and Syble will be a hot race. Both these side wheelers can pace a 30 clip . . . . It is
now rumoured that Charlie will not drive him [Columbus Jr.] but will put up Prof.
Dunbar." "Prof. Dunbar" does not refer to a professor at the King's College/ University
of New Brunswick located in Fredericton, but is a reference to the expert driver William
Dunbar who also drove the famous Maine stallion Nelson.58 As this series of items
shows, the writer, or writers as the case may be, used vibrant literary expressions and
nineteenth century sporting slang, such as "hot brushes" meaning informal speed

horses.
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matches.
The appearance of local horses in Fredericton races was always noted, apparently
being an item of interest and a drawing point for spectators. In the article on the
planning of Fredericton's October races in 1890 it was noted that "There will be three
trotting races, and one running race, this making a full afternoon's sport, in which local
horses entirely will be represented."59 The Gleaner offered all the pertinent information
for spectators: the two o'clock start time, twenty-five cents admission for gentlemen,
fifteen cents for boys, and ladies entered for free. The crowds were portrayed in reports
after races as well-behaved, no hint of drinking, rowdiness, or overt mention of
gambling. Despite the efforts of the newspaper at promotion, only two entries from
outside of Fredericton (from Gagetown and Oromocto) were entered in the races in the
Victoria Day races of 1892.
The Gleaner also provided information to possible race competitors on the entry
process for Fredericton and other races. All the entry information of the annual "Colt
Stake" race for Fredericton was pushed by the paper. In this race, owners of young
horses paid to nominate their animals to compete in a race at a later date.

It was

announced on June 12th that there would be a colt stake race held for the fourth year at
the Fredericton Park (the first colt stake was held in 1888), set at a time not to interfere
with other track's races, and that the "Second payment in this stake will be due 1st July,
1891, and remittances should be made to W.P. Flewelling, Sec'y." It was also
mentioned that the winner of the race would get an extra $25 if they beat the Fredericton
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track record for two year olds.60 After the July 1 payment deadline passed, it was
announced that, "Out of the fifteen original entries in the Fredericton park Association
Colt Stake, No. 4 only the following have made second payment.... Both D'Arcy and
Frank E. Are promising colts and the record of 2.45 is in danger."61 Owners also used
newspapers as a venue to issue and respond to racing challenges. For example in
"Ready for A Race" it was remarked that "In response to the letter of Mr. Jas. D. Reid,
published in The Gleaner, the owners of Jen F. and Annie Sprague are willing to make a
sweep stake of $25, the race to take place at the Fredericton park on Wednesday, June
13th."62 Races planned for other tracks, such as St. Stephen Driving Park, were also
announced in the papers.63 Upcoming races and entries were regular fodder for the
sports section of the Daily Gleaner.
The reports of local horses' successes at New Brunswick and Maine tracks, as
well as those further afield, fed the enthusiasm of the sporting public. In a 1891 item,
for example, it was noted that "A match is arranged between Sir Garnet and Rattler, to
take place at St. Stephen next Saturday. Sir Garnet has many admirers here and it is
hoped that he may come to the front."64 The Fredericton papers reported on the
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following win in Maine even though the horse was from Saint John: "At the Bangor
races yesterday George Carvill's Speculation won second place in the 2.35 class." Local
drivers could become heros as well, such as professional trainer/ drivers Dave Atherton
and D. F. Stockford. Atherton's wins with Israel in Charlottetown and Meredian in
Newcastle during October 1890 are recorded in the Gleaner, in an item entitled
"Fredericton Horsemen in the North."65 Tracking local horses and drivers within and
outside of the province was of high interest to the sporting public of Fredericton.
A struggle to attract horses from outside the city of Fredericton was often
lamented in the newspaper. Gleaner articles encouraged the entry of horses from
outside of the city to be included in the local races: "Newcastle Driving Park
Association is to have trotting races on July 1st," the Gleaner noted in late May 1891.
"The programme will be an attractive one. Why could not some of the fleet footed
steeds of the neighbouring county be induced to come to Fredericton, on that day, and
take part in the grand programme of races to be held? The Canadian Eastern will, no
doubt, give the best opportunity for transfers of the horses, and there will likely be
excursion tickets issued to come over."66 The sport editor continually craved outside
competition to test Fredericton horses. Another typical commentary read, "The frequent
showers keep the race track in a very muddy condition, and the horsemen are debarred
from taking their evening spins on that account. They are all strongly in favour of
having an exhibition this fall that will bring to the city a number of good horses, and
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afford a chance to show some of the speedy and well bred colts of the county to visitors.
It would be possible to bring together the best horses of the province if the matter is
taken up in time."67 Thus, the paper became a voice for the local harness racing
community. In reporting on a meeting of the Fredericton Park Association in the
summer of 1891, the importance of attracting outside horses and making the races less
parochial was emphasized, but the sports writer remained positive,
A l l . . . expressed a desire f o r a g o o d d a y ' s sport o n t h e first o f
July. No definite arrangement was made, but steps will be taken
at once to find out if a good field of local and provincial horses
can be brought together on that date. The difficulty in making the
meet a provincial one lies in the fact that all towns having tracks in
connection have local races on that day, and heavy purses would
have to be offered to induce them to enter here.
One feature of the contest will be a double team race. This will be
very interesting, especially if such horses as Allright and Dred
oppose Harry M., and Sir Garnet. The strongest efforts will be put
forth to have a grand race of bicycles, a new feature on this park.
Perhaps a walking match for truck horses might be brought in. The
affair is in good hands and a fine day's sporting may be looked for on
Dominion day, unless something extraordinary occurs.68
The races, particularly the match races of pairs of horses, were the centre piece of the
Dominion Day celebrations, but also included were the newly popularized bicycle and
the walking race of working cart horses. The Daily Gleaner was certainly a proponent
of having the best harness races possible in Fredericton.
The sports editor and writers also took the improvement and promotion of the
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track seriously, often voicing opinions on the management of the venue on the sports
page. The Gleaner sports writer stated on April 25,1891 that "At the meeting of the
Park Association on May 4th, something ought to be done about draining the track. If
any idea is entertained of holding a meeting on the 24th of May, a very little expense in
this connection would make the track in good condition by that time".69 Efforts were
encouraged by appealing to local pride: "And by the way, speaking of the track, a
prominent horseman was heard to say the other day, that if the directors did not do
something with it this spring that it would surely lose its reputation for being the fastest
half mile track east of Bangor."70 Sometimes coverage took a negative turn when the
writer was not pleased with the way the races were run, such as at the Saint John
Exhibition in 1891 where "The races at the Moosepath yesterday were not very
satisfactory. In the three minute class it took five heats to decide the winners."71 While
the paper was more prone to critiquing the races of other communities rather than
Fredericton, the previous year's reports from the Saint John Exhibition were much more
positive stating, "Yesterday afternoon's races were witnessed by a crowd of 2000
people."72 The mass appeal of the sport in New Brunswick during the early 1890s was
undeniable.
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Sporting Gossip
An important function of any sporting publication during the nineteenth century
was to report information that could be relative to the outcome of sporting events. This
was particularly important in horse racing. The condition, practice times, and drivers of
horses were often reported to give race goers, and assumed bettors, the inside edge. In
the Daily Gleaner, a "cloak and dagger" style featuring gossip, rumours, and innuendo
was used in reporting this type of information. The names of horses often remained
unstated, but it appears that most people who were interested in the local harness racing
horses would still be able to identify the animals and individuals being discussed. The
harness racing crowd was either referred to as the "cracks" or "boys", referencing a
sporting fraternity, a term which is also used in the Gleaner's harness racing articles.
The paper particularly reported on the sales and purchases of race horses in the area, the
progress of the professional trainers, seasonal condition of horses, and performances at
nightly training sessions at the track and on the roads.
The Gleaner often noted which race horses had been bought in the area, and
which ones had been sold. With daily publications, horses were much more easily and
widely advertised for sale. For example, it was reported in November 1891 that, "A
syndicate, composed of a prominent hotelman, a bank agent, and a young gentleman of
means, it is rumoured, are about to purchase a very speedy horse to be used on the road
this winter. If he is as fast as his record indicates the Moore pacer is 'not in it'."73 A
few months later the purchase was made: "W.A. Miller, the popular clerk of the Queen
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Gleaner. November 12, 1891.
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Hotel is determined to down all on the trotting line this winter, and has therefore
purchased and received this morning a pacer from St. John with a record, he claims, of
2.19. Look out boys, Will will appear with his flyer to-morrow."74 Reports of new
horses were valuable to competitors and spectators alike.
One of the most common items found in local harness racing reports was the
condition of racers, what kind of shape they were in, who was winning informal racing,
and how their training was progressing. Although it never stated that this information
was for use in gambling, that would be the most obvious reason to publish such items,
besides general interest. The May 9,1891 edition of the Gleaner featured many status
updates on horses, such as, "The brown gelding by Kearsarge, lately purchased by Tim
Murphy from R.A. Estey, is improving very rapidly under his care. Mr. Murphy expects
to drive him better than 3 minutes this fall.... The bay pacing horse owned by Joe
Keirstead, 4 years old by Allright, dam Tillie by A.R. Morris, is showing very fast since
being changed over from the trotting gate to the pacing. If Joe has good luck with him
the four year old record will be broken before fall... One of the best fillies in York
county is owned by Arthur P. Gibson, of Marysville. She is by Kearsarge, dam by
Blackmont by Almont, second dam by R.R. Morris. This filly is three years old and can
show as clean and smooth a gait as any one's colt."75 Reports such as these give insight
into what horses might be successful in particular divisions in the upcoming racing
season.
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Professional trainers kept top strings of horses at the Fredericton Park during the
year, which were noted to keep the racing public current on "up and comers". An article
entitled "The Horses Being Handled by Our Boys- Some Fast Ones in Mr. Stockford's
Stables" described the horses which were top competitors and under the care of trainer
David Stockford, such as the black stallion Oliver Wilkes owned by James Gibson of
Marysville, the well-known chestnut stallion Sporter, and the pacer Flying Dutchman.
A mare called Southwind, owned by Dr. Pendleton of Saint John was reportedly
"looking and acting more like a race mare than she did on the 17th and 18th of last month.
From her performances during the last ten days, this mare can go in the thirty list next
year if given any chance at all."76 The following summer, another article was published
listing Stockford's string, including Northwind, a four year old bay stallion who was the
offspring of Southwind mentioned the previous year and also owned by Dr. Pendleton.
Northwind's potential was favourably assessed: "He has never been tracked, the Dr.
having occasion to use him in his business, but he shows a nice way of going, a good
disposition and ambition enough to satisfy his owner that he is worth breeding." It also
noted that Maud, a three year old mare owned by Mr. Fairley of Boiestown, showed a
twenty to thirty second improvement with a month's training by Stockford.77 These
articles compliment Stockford on his abilities as a trainer, and also show that horse
owners were willing to send potential racers from quite a distance to enter his training
stable.
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Gleaner. July 24, 1891.
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Also very common in the Gleaner were reports of what kind of informal matches
and training had gone on upon the track and road in previous days. The following
passage from an article in 1891 was very typical: "All of the city flyers were out on
King street this morning, and up to ten o'clock when the street gets soft there was a
great turn out. Many close heats were contested. Several of the well bred colts were
out, and although all looked handsome yet for beauty Peabody's colt carried off the
palm."78 It was particularly noted when horses broke significant time barriers in their
trials.79 The progress of the city race horses was even monitored in the winter when the
owners hooked up their horses to sleds after a good snowfall. "Among those out were
W.P. Flewelling with the grey gelding 'Dred," the Gleaner noted, "He could go a turn
d o w n Q u e e n Street a n d would remind all sitting behind h i m o f going a 3 0 g a i t . . . .
Bessie Clay was also out, driven by her owners, and looked well jogging up and down
Queen street. She was not started up but it is said that when Christmas day comes that
the 'King' and the Black Ghost will have to take back seats."80 At times, these informal
matches could get out of control in public places. An article appeared in January 1892
voicing concerns surrounding matches staged on Fredericton city streets: "Complaints
have been made at this office about the fast driving on Queen street yesterday. A little
girl, whose name is withheld by request, was run over by one of the flyers, and narrowly
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Gleaner. March 12,1891. "Flyers" refers to race horses.
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Gleaner. July 30,1891.
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Gleaner. December 9,1891. The "King" and "Black Ghost" were
nicknames given to popular racers by the sports writer of the newspaper.
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escaped fatal injuries. Other accidents were averted by the fact that people with children
avoided Queen street. There are few who will object to the owners exercising their
flyers, and taking what speed is in them out, but citizens generally think that these
owners should choose some other place than Queen street to do their racing."81
Weather and track conditions were an important part of reporting on harness
racing. Track conditions were frequently mentioned in articles, particularly the state of
the Fredericton track. For instance on September 30,1891 it was reported that "The
postponed meeting of the Bathurst Driving Park Association took place to-day. The
weather was fine and the track in good condition. As there were a good number present
it is needless to say that the races were a success."82 It was key information when the
Driving Park track was ready for racing in the spring, "The track has already dried out
throughly and is now fit for driving on. During the past week quite a number of the
horsemen have had their flyers out there in the evenings."83
The time sphere in which races could be staged was expanded in the late
nineteenth century by the installment of electric lights at tracks. When the lights were
installed at the Fredericton Driving Park in 1892, the first races under the lights were set
up as a celebration of modernity and progress. The Gleaner article on the event was
called "Electric Light Races- Programme of Sports at the Fredericton Park on Friday
Evening" and it described the "grand parade" from Parliament square at 7:30 to the track
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Gleaner. May 4,1891.
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at 8 o'clock; there were also bicycle races and a platform for dancing on the baseball
diamond where, "The grounds will be beautifully lighted by thirteen arc electric
lights."84
Coverage of Fredericton harness racing occurred year-round in the Gleaner,
including ice racing on the Saint John River during the winter months. The writer's
bias toward a particular horse, Sporter, was demonstrated in his description of the ice
races in February.
Some of the fast ones had quite a brush on the river track
yesterday afternoon. A great deal of interest centred in the race
between Sporter and Fred P. Thompson's Harry M. The owner
of Harry M. has been trying to down Sporter for two winters, but
Sporter has invariably proved too much for him. The chestnut was
supposed to be in great condition yesterday, and the 'King of the
Snow's' first defeat was thought to be a certainty. It was amusing
to watch the countenances of the admirers of Harry M. when the
heat started. Their brave horse was not in it, and Sporter arrived at
the finish an easy winner with a grace and freedom that called for the
most favourable comments from the unprejudiced. The driver of
Harry M. had no inclination to try a second heat with Sporter.85
The Gleaner carried current information on the condition of the ice and its potential for
racing. "The ice track is in bad condition for the flyers," the Gleaner noted on February
25th, 1892, "The soft weather has caused the accumulation of two or three inches of
water on the surface of the ice. The owner of the fast ones are waiting patiently for a
cold snap, in order to freeze the tracks, when the footing will be all that could be
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Gleaner. February 20,1892.
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desired."86

Poetic Style Journalism
Late nineteenth century sporting journalism provided practical information
which was in line with the bourgeois, industrial values that permeated the culture, but
sports sections also offered dramatic, descriptive writing on sports. Vernacular,
colourful language was often preferred and spoken language style was used along with
sporting slang. The poetic style of writing and storytelling helped to glorify sport and
create sports heros, a function evident in articles on harness racing in Fredericton's
Daily Gleaner.87
The Gleaner offers many examples of poetic journalism on the subject of
harness racing. The article "Horses in Fine Shape and Some Good Contests are On" is a
perfect example of the combination of promotion of racing, anticipation of a race, and
use of poetic style in anthropomorphizing the horses. "Nearly all the speedy horses of
the city were on the track last evening," the writer began, "and the going was good and
the evening so pleasant, that their drivers were loath to leave the park. The horses
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seemed to feel the same pleasure as their owners and put on their best strides, and there
were some pretty brushes. The twenty-fifth will see as well matched races as were ever
held in the city. Harry M. is in fine going shape, while Dred shakes his head at the turns
in a way that says 'let me loose and I'll show you trotting.'"88
The sport of harness racing in general had a tendency to mythologize its heros,
and the "rags to riches" scenario popular in the late nineteenth century was promoted
often within the sport. This storyline was used within the Daily Gleaner as well. In
June 1891 a horse named Lincoln Girl called a "green country mare" trotted a mile in
3.51 3/5, "a remarkable performance considering that she is a half bred percheron and
has never had any handling till within the last ten days."89 Lincoln Girl was owned by
Fred Smith of Lincoln, a village just outside of Fredericton, and being half Percheron in
breeding, was not a likely candidate for harness racing success and more likely was bred
for farm work. Sports enthusiasts, however, had come to worship the underdog, and this
was the situation being promoted by the Gleaner.
A similar story was also published concerning the horse Robbie Lee, who was
originally a livery or rental horse and was often referred to as the "Marysville horse." A
livery horse would have to work for a living and had many different people driving him,
not the ideal life for a top race horse. In June of 1891 his progress was noted, along
with the elaborate description of another racer, "The little black Marysville horse is
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Gleaner. May 23,1891.

Gleaner. June 20,1891. The Percheron is a breed of heavy draft horse
originating in France and popular as cart, city, and farm horses as full and half bred in
North America during the nineteenth century.
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going like a rocket and will get into the forty class if not below, when the bell rings on
Dominion Day. Jaffrey's grey proved himself a trotter on the 25th of May, and he is
going as smooth and level headed as a grey hound since .... Norman steers his grey as
straight as an arrow and as sure footed as an antelope ... ."90 In a Fredericton
community rivalry, a Lincoln horse was to face off against Robbie Lee in summer 1891.
His humble beginnings were noted in the article reporting on the event: "It is now
almost certain that Lincoln Lass will accept the challenge lately issued, to race the
Marysville horse, Robbie Lee, and he will at once be put in training. He went in the
track o n t h e first with n o training only w h a t h e got over t h e roads a s a livery horse . . .
.The race will be brought on late in the afternoon, and thus give a chance for those who
are busy during the afternoon to take in some of the heats."91 The structure of the article
built up the race with the story of his origins and quest to represent his home
community.
Dramatic writing was part of the style that came with the aim of daily
newspapers, and harness racing offered a perfect subject for this type of writing. "How
George Carvill's Speculation showed up at the Bangor Fair Races,"an article from
September 1890, describes blow by blow a New Brunswick horse's triumph in a Maine
race for stallions in a very dramatic manner: "Then on the back stretch the St. John
flyer, Speculation, tackled the two leaders and by a most brilliant spurt captured first
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Gleaner. June 3, 1891. Marysville is a former lumber mill and textile
manufacturing town on the opposite side of the Saint John River from Fredericton on
the Nashwaak tributary.
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place. Von Helmont was fairly astounded at this performance and he not only lost first
place but dropped back to third."92 A year later, Speculation did a demonstration race at
the Fredericton Driving Park to accolades: "Speculation is without a doubt one of the
fastest if not the fastest stallion in the province and it is the opinion of many in this city
that 2.30 is not a limit to his speed when put in shape to be sent against the watch."93
Articles in the Gleaner tended toward high levels of praise for many race horses in
describing their appearance and performances in a flattering manner. In the summer of
1891, this writing on Fredericton harness racing was offered: "These beautiful evenings
attract many lovers of the fleet footed equines to the track, and some lively bouts are the
consequence. Many fast half and full miles are hung up which the owners point to with
as much pride as the redskin to the scalps in his wigwam."94 Certainly this article
exhibits an attempt at poetic writing and the vernacular style is evident, although the
analogy would considered by modem standards inappropriately racist. Dailies such as
the Daily Gleaner were at the forefront of creating the mythology of modern sport in
North America.

Editorials and Letters
Editorials were an important part of nineteenth century newspapers, and harness
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Gleaner. August 7,1891. "Miles hung up" refers to quick times recorded
in racing a the distance.
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racing was a contentious topic which appeared in the editorials of the Gleaner as well as
letters to the editor. Others besides the sports editor and writers could use this venue to
voice their opinions on the state of the sport. It appears that serious horsemen would
have preferred more straightforward writing without the use of literary license as was
presented in many Gleaner harness racing articles. The issue led to a series of letters to
the editors and responses in early winter 1891 which showed that perspectives on the
sport in Fredericton, as to be expected, were not monolithic.
In one particular letter to the editor regarding the harness racing coverage in the
newspaper, the writer critiques the overly poetic style of writing and the lauding of
certain horses. The letter writer also infers that the sports writer was not experienced in
the horse racing world,
To Sporting Editors: Some Hints and Suggestions From a
Gentleman Who Reads Horse Magazines To the Editor of the
Gleaner.
Sir, I have often been amused with the peculiar terms used by some
writers describing horse races, and in referring to any special flyers.
Some of your paragraphs from the pen of your own sporting editors
who, for all I know may likewise be the sporting editor of the Herald,
have furnished me with more than a little fun in noting their style of
expression, but I confess to have passed into the region of ecstasy on
reading a paragraph in the Herald shown me by a friend describing Mr.
Staples' Sporter as the 'King of the Snow' originated in the writer's
mind from the fact that the Sporter, a very speedy horse I admit him to
be, defeated all other horses that contested races with him last winter.
But doesn't it strike you, Mr. Editor, that the vocabulary is being very
much abused when unlicensed horse editors press it to such extremes
... Suppose, for instance, that Mr. Staples and Mr. Racey, or
somebody else, tried a couple of brushes on the track on a very rainy
day, and that Mr. Racey's horse were to win, how inelegant and
absurd it would be to designate ['King of the Mud'] would be equally
appropriate as that applied to Sporter. I am afraid, Mr. Editor, that the
writer who has christened Sporter 'King of the Snow' is travelling in
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altogether too fast company; and that instead of aiming for the 2.10 class
he had better be content to remain a while longer in the 2.30 class. I
have some horse magazines, quite interesting and sensible in technical
expression, that these young turf editors might have the use of for the
purposes of improving their style of expression. They can't commence
younger in the good work.
Yours respectfully,
Government Stables
Fredericton Nov. 16,189195
James Crocket was the editor of the Daily Gleaner at this time, and the likely author of
this letter was the trainer David Stockford as it is written from the Government Stables
at the Fredericton Driving Park. Stockford was the main tenant of the Stables after the
provincial government scaled back their horse breeding program. Another letter to the
editor by someone calling themselves the "Anti-Humbug" was published two days later
supporting the first letter in the criticism of harness racing writing: "It seems to have
been the business of the gentleman to puff up one particular horse as 'King of the Snow'
etc., and it has had the effect in some measure of drawing public attention to him and
drawing money into the pocket of his owner."96 The criticism voiced in the letter seems
to be as much about money and business as about the language used in the newspapers.
The sports writer did respond to these letters on November 19. After regular reporting
of sales, trials, and other racing gossip he noted, "Evidently, from the communication
received at this office, 'The Snow King' so called, will have a difficult time of it this
winter to prove his supremacy among the trotters and pacers of the road, as it is very
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apparent that he will have to beat all comers and their owners and admirers as well or
not be allowed the title of 'Snow King'."97 Also on November 25, the sports editor
made a dig at "Anti-Humbug:" "If Anti-Humbug's standard bred stallion can produce
those kind of colts he is a better horse than he has yet proved himself."98 These
exchanges show that there was dissent and competition within the harness racing
community of Fredericton and not all its members appreciated the style of the Daily
Gleaner's reporting.

Comparison to the Bangor Daily Commercial
The Daily Gleaner offers only one perspective on the late nineteenth century
coverage of harness racing in the press, so a comparison to a similar paper is useful.
The Bangor Daily Commercial was a daily newspaper which was based in Bangor,
Maine, a city within the same Northeastern sporting region as Fredericton. The Bangor
paper covered international and national racing news, both for flat and harness racing; a
section called 'Horse Notes" also combined national and local, flat and harness racing
news. Overall, there was less racing gossip and racing coverage than in the Daily
Gleaner. There were sections in the Daily Commercial for baseball, tennis, and
basketball, which were perhaps as popular as harness racing. Every few days, an interest
story was published on a race horse featuring a biography and drawing. For an example,
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Figure 4.2: Article from the Bangor Daily Commercial on Brown, July 13, 1890.
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"A Rapid Stallion: Brown (see Figure 4.2)." The Bangor paper did feature harness
racing-related advertisements and track reports from other communities and expenses
the same local boosterism as the Gleaner.
Standard information such as advertisements and race reports were regular parts
of the Bangor Daily Commercial. Advertisements for harness racing stallions often
appeared in its pages, such as for Victor Patchen from Brewer, Maine. All breeding
advertisements included a pedigree, particularly if the horse had illustrious ancestry.
There were reports on various tracks from around the state like Exeter Driving Park; it
was reported that the track was in good condition, that there was a new eating house,
and there would be meets June 10 and July 4.100 The paper alluded to a close
connection between Bangor and Exeter when it stated that "Anything about races at
Exeter always touches a tender part in the heart of the Bangor horsemen."101 The
spectator turn out was often reported as well. Regular items such as these show how
harness racing was an integral part of the community.
Opinions in favour of harness racing were voiced in the Commercial as in the
Gleaner. The favour which was placed on harness racing by the paper was particularly
clear in a July 12,1890 article entitled "The Maplewood Track: Closed on Account of
the Unfair Requirements of the City Authorities". The Maplewood Track, located in
Bangor, was the largest in the state and city authorities had closed the track until it could
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be properly supplied with water. The municipality claimed a hundred dollar bill was
due to them, and Mr. Bass who had built the track in the early 1880s offered to pay a
quarter of the debt.102 Obviously the writers and editor of the Daily Commercial
supported the harness racing community. Racing at the two State Fairs, at Bangor and
Lewiston, was often encouraged by the newspaper.103 On August 8, 1890, the front page
of the Daily Commercial was devoted to the "Premium List of the Eighth Annual
Exhibition of the Eastern Maine State Fair" which gave a class and prize list for races
and horse classes in the Fair. The Daily Commercial also showed ties to New
Brunswick through harness racing, with the races at the Saint John exhibition
advertised in the paper for many years.104 Titles given to articles had the same positive
feel as Daily Gleaner articles on harness racing. For example on August 23, 1890 the
headline read "A Fine Field- Complete List of Entries for the Fair Races: Most of
Maine's Fast Flyers to be Here and Some Interesting Races Promised.'"05
Poetic style and anthropomorphism was also utilized as in the Gleaner, such as in
the article describing preparations for the Fair at Maplewood: "from the famous stallion
Nelson, the king of the Maine horseworld, to the little sucking colt of aristocratic
breeding which feels just as important. It is by far the most striking display of horseflesh
which the state of Maine has ever seen and the cranks who dote on fine horses ought

102Bangor

Daily Commercial. July 12,1890.

l03Bangor

Daily Commercial. July 21, 1890.

104Bangor

Daily Commercial. August 8 and July 25, 1890.

105Bangor

Daily Commercial. August 23,1890.

213

almost to lose their heads over it."106 The same sporting slang term "crank" was used in
New Brunswick. Local boosterism and pride was portrayed in September 1890 editions
of the newspapers, when the Maplewood track was improved, and it was asserted that
the track is "now the fastest in Maine," having allowed many horses to achieve racing
records.107 The Daily Commercial fulfilled the same role for harness racing in Bangor as
the Daily Gleaner did in Fredericton in acting as a medium of promotion and
dissemination of pertinent information.

Conclusion
Mass media, rising spectator interest, and harness racing combined in late
nineteenth century North America to create a focal point of interest within daily
newspapers such as the Daily Gleaner of Fredericton and the Daily Commercial in
Bangor. Through the newspaper and the telegraph, harness racing became a sport which
could be followed by a large and diverse North American audience, leading to its status
as one of the most popular sports of the late nineteenth century. The mass publication of
harness racing news and records was pioneered by John H. Wallace and his Trotting
Register and quickly picked up by general newspapers in communities throughout North
America. The journalism of harness racing in the province of New Brunswick reached a
peak with the Daily Gleaner and its wide coverage of the sport on many levels in the
1890s. Articles offered an idea of what horses were in top form, what horses were rising
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as racing contenders, and what type of mitigating circumstances such as track conditions
might affect the outcome of races. The newspaper also worked as a promotional tool for
harness racing while at the same time developing community spirit. The Gleaner
provided the information necessary to understand the inner working of harness racing
within the city, both for contemporaries and historians. Fredericton and the Gleaner
were so enthralled with the sport that there were harness racing reports offered almost
every day of the year. The reporting of harness racing in the paper was done in a
dramatic and compelling fashion, which was not appreciated by all participants in the
sport, but likely worked to create excitement around harness racing in the city. The role
of the Daily Gleaner allowed for promotion and expansion of the sport's scope,
particularly as a spectator sport, within Fredericton. A similar approach to the inclusion
of harness racing in a daily paper was found in the Bangor Daily Commercial. The
Daily Gleaner provides a great example of the popularity of harness racing within a
community and how that popularity was cultivated.
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Chapter 5: Triumph of "The Northern King": Popular Symbolism and Imagery of
the Nineteenth Century Harness Racer

It was early on a hot, summer evening when thousands had gathered at Bangor,
Maine's Maplewood Park to see the famous trotter Nelson try for a record breaker. The
horse's time in the national spotlight would not be forgotten by those who were present,
What a magnificent exhibition of trotting the king stallion
gave. When all was ready Mr. Nelson took a seat in the sulky
amid the applause of the crowd. Around the track he went
half a mile just for a starter, and all the time G.O. Bailey's
running horse was waiting to accompany him on the fast mile.
Finally he came flying down the track, and Nelson nodded for
the word. There was a hush over the crowd, which lasted
exactly 2 minutes 15 Vz seconds for that was the time that it took
the stallion to trot the mile. He had beaten the best Maine record,
and came within one-quarter of a second of beating the world's
record. There was a cheer as the time was announced ... The
great stallion never lifted his nose for the heat, but seemed to be
trotting easily and several seconds within his speed. It was a
marvellous exhibition of what a good horse could do, and the
crowd was fully satisfied with it.1
Individual horses like Nelson made a striking impression on the public consciousness as
sporting heros and appeared throughout popular culture in newspapers, art, and
consumer goods. The figure of the harness racer and the sport of harness racing in
general made a distinct cultural imprint on society during the nineteenth century and
played a specific role as both modern and anti-modern symbolism within the mass
culture of North America.
A complex symbol, the harness racer was a nostalgic figure of anti-modernism,

'Baneor Daily Commercial. August 26, 1890.
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while, at the same time, representing progress and the new industrial culture. The
harness racer and trotter was a strong cultural figure in nineteenth century North
America, beginning when in the writings of Thomas Chandler Haliburton. The stories
of famous racers and founders of the Standardbred breed such as Lady Suffolk and
Hambletonian were well-known and often mythologised. Stories of superlative harness
racers achieving ultimate speeds epitomized period values by emphasizing two narrative
themes: "rags to riches" or the self made man, which was entrenched in nineteenth
century American culture, and the triumph of rational breeding and science, which
lionized modem society and progress. The dominant middle class culture adopted
horses like Nelson as romantic figures and were able to follow their exploits in the
burgeoning daily press and purchase mass printed lithographs and other representations
of their favourite horses. After 1850, improved steamship service and the proliferation
of rail lines allowed horses of renown to tour the continent and be viewed by large
segments of the population. Although the sport of harness racing and its heros were able
to flourish through the use of modern technologies inherent in industrial society, the
sport filled a yearning within urbanites for a respite from the industrial world. The sport
of harness racing tied together entertainment for the present, nostalgia for the past, and
the bourgeois values of much of the population. Within this context, the harness racer
was a symbol of national and regional pride, success through adversity, industrial
progress, and a longing for the past.
A new perception of the horse grew during the second half of the nineteenth
century, which included feelings of affection and admiration and went beyond the older
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view of the horse as a utilitarian object to be possessed and dominated. The anti-cruelty
movement, led by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA), raised
issues surrounding the humane treatment of the urban horse. Proponents of the
movement advanced their ideas in various ways, but particularly through popular
literature, such as the well-known novel Black Beauty, which portrayed the horse as a
feeling being. The success of the anti-cruelty movement led to more sympathetic
feelings among the general population about the horse and its role in society. The idea
of animals as pets coexisted with the concept of animals as labourers; as Katherine Grier
has pointed out: "In Victorian America two sets of ethical and emotional
discriminations, the older based on utility and a new set shaped by domestic sentiment,
operated simultaneously, determining how ordinary people categorized animals and
interacted with them."2 In many cases horses would have been viewed as members of
the household, if not members of the family. Harness racing horses played into this new
role, as most did not function in a labouring role and were put on a pedestal as special
pets.
There is an indication that owners had some emotional connection to their
racehorses. For example, in August 1895 when a New Brunswick race horse was
injured it was written, "Everyone will be sorry to hear of Mr. Walter McMonagle's bad
luck in losing his fine running mare Kathleen, which broke her leg at the Bangor races
and had to be shot.... She was the pet of Mr. McMonagle's stables, and her owner
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wept bitterly over her death." Some owners certainly cared what happened to their
horses, which was shown in the correspondence breeder George Otty engaged in with a
man from Fredericton concerning the sale of a mare called "Gipsey". The owner wanted
Otty to come see her first, because the owner thought that Otty would provide a good
home and remarked "I would sell to cheaper than most any man I know of as I know she
would be well cared for and I would like her to be kept on a farm for a breeding man
and I know she would be one of the finest in the country for colts."3
New techniques and theories also arose to improve the conditioning and
development of athletes during the nineteenth century, and these principles were applied
to horses as well, regulating their diets, living conditions, exercise, and sexual activity
for the best performance. Race horses received more intensive and specialized care than
the average working horse. Harness racing horses created their own, unique social role
within the world of nineteenth century North America.
Harness racing was reflective of the social change brought on by
industrialization and urbanization in the Maritimes and New England during the second
half of the nineteenth century. The widespread popularity of the sport in the region was
made possible by the increase in leisure time and disposable income. The exploits of
one particular horse from Maine whose career peaked in the early 1890s, exemplified
the rise of a trotting champions as international sporting heroes. The life of the harness
racing stallion Nelson can be traced from his early years, through years of fame, to his
retirement and death along with that of his breeder, owner, and driver C.H. Nelson.
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Nelson's fame was a boon to the state of Maine and the surrounding regions, and
demonstrated the role that harness racers served in society. Several images of Nelson
have survived, including a painting, drawing, lithograph, and photographs which may be
compared to each other to understand how harness racers were portrayed during the
period. The popularity of such images illustrates the prominence of harness racers as
cultural symbols and their position as the original North American sports hero.

Creation of a Mythic Hero: Early Cultural Appearances of the Harness Racer
Among Western and many Eastern cultures as well, the symbolic meaning of the
horse was generally positive: horses represented vitality, freedom, power, speed, victory,
and bravery. The horse was viewed as a noble and intelligent creature.4 The rise of
industrialism in the nineteenth century increased interest in nature and created a
nostalgic, romantic movement of which the horse was an ideal symbol. As trends of
sentimentality appeared in nineteenth century thought, they were extended to the horse
and the trotting horse came to represent an escape from "modern society".5 The horse
was no longer only viewed as a labourer, but also possibly as a pet and an athlete. In a
time of machines and technological advances, the harness racer represented new
achievements in efficiency, power, and speed. The adoption of equine heroes by the
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society promoted admiration of the horse and illustrated new attitudes toward the
animal. Peter Welsh sums up the significance of the trotter: "He was a dashing symbol
for a nation that liked its pleasures to have a practical aura."6 As an athlete and hero, the
harness racing horse was a symbol of the rising social emphasis on both leisure and
progress along with a nostalgic admiration for the natural world.
Even early in the nineteenth century the ideals represented by the trotting horse
were being created in the regional literature of the Maritimes and New England.
Famous Nova Scotian writer and commentator Thomas Chandler Haliburton in his Sam
Slick stories, first published in the 1830s, used the trotting horse as symbolic of Yankee
entrepreneurial spirit and pride, creating New England and Maritime Canada
stereotypes. The very first installment of the Sam Slick series was entitled "The
Trotting Horse;" in the story Yankee Sam Slick's trotting horse is triumphant in an
informal road match with a squire from Nova Scotia. The Nova Scotian "Squire"
character met travelling salesman Sam Slick on the road and commented that "I was
always well mounted; I am fond of a horse, and always piqued myself on having the
fastest trotter in the province. I have made no great progress in the world; I feel doubly,
therefore, the pleasure of not being surpassed on the road. I never feel so well or so
cheerful as on horseback, for there is something exhilarating in quick motion; and, old
as I am, I feel a pleasure in making any person whom I meet on the way put his horse to
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the full gallop to keep pace with my trotter."7 Slick later discussed the speed of his
horse, Old Clay, and in the process connected the superiority of the American horse with
everything American,'"There now, Squire, ain't that magnificent? You can hear him,
but can't see him; he goes like a bullet out of a rifle, when its dander is up. Ain't he a
whole team that, and hoss to spare? Absquotilate it in style, you old skunk, from a
squerrel's jump to the eend of the chapter, and show the gentlemen what you can do.
Anybody could see he ain't a Bluenose, can't they: For cuss 'em, they don't know how
to begin to go."8 American nationalist sentiment is clearly connected to the prowess of a
trotting horse. The Sam Slick stories combine New England nationalism written by a
Maritime author, utilizing the trotting horse as a social symbol. In reality, the Maritime
Provinces and New England States had close social and economic ties during the
nineteenth century, often interchanging race horse stock, an exchange process which
helped create the ultimate breed of harness racer, the Standardbred. The harness racer
and the sport of harness racing was popularized in the region comprised of New England
and the Maritimes by the end of the nineteenth century, and the area found a shared
symbolic meaning in the harness racer.
Harness racing took on a mythic character in late nineteenth century North
America. Sports historian Donald Kyle distinguishes between "micro-myths" and
"macro-myths," both of which are found in North American harness racing. Micro
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myths are minor, specific, local in nature, and include traditional tales and
representations in literature and art. Macro-myths are more broadly-based popular
views, including stereotypes and fallacies, which come from a strong and enduring
psychological or ideological perspective.9 Local harness racing stars and their stories of
triumph, and their representations in popular art were strong micro-myths. The larger
macro-myth in harness racing came in the form of the conflicting social ideologies of
progress and nostalgia. It was the smaller myths of the deeds of individual horses that
captured the imagination and drew people from all sectors of society to the sport of
harness racing.
Many of the early famous harness racers from which the Standardbred arose had
"fairytale" stories behind them and these harness racers were some of the best known
and most original "sports stars" in North American culture. The hero myths surrounding
harness racers were popular traditions, and expressed an aspect of the values and ideals
found in the society. In the influential words of Robert Darnton, popular stories in a
society tell "how they constructed the world, invested it with meaning, and infused it
with emotion."10 Interestingly, the "rags to riches" legends found in early harness racing
history coexist with an obsession over pedigree. This apparent contradiction in views
actually characterizes the tensions and conflicts inherent in nineteenth century North
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America. The legendary rises to fame by harness horses seemed to reinforce American
nouveau riche notions that the best do not always come from aristocratic stock or
pampered circumstances, and many of the myths included the rugged individualism of
both horses and owners triumphing over poverty, physical disability, or other challenges
to success. At the same time, the pedigrees of horses were carefully studied, and by the
second half of the nineteenth century the success of one horse in racing caused
immediate interest in its close family.
The stories of individual horses of renown such as Lady Suffolk, Little Brown
Jug, and Hambletonian most often emphasized their humble beginnings. These "larger
than life" figures and their stories of triumph attracted a large, popular audience for the
sport or harness racing. The harness racing mare Lady Suffolk was known as "the
nation's first sporting heroine" (see Figure 5.1).11 She was born 1833, sired by
Engineer, died in 1855, and was famed for her bottomless endurance. Lady Suffolk was
bought when four years old from a butcher's cart to be used as a livery horse by David
Bryan, until she was rented by William D. Porter editor of the Spirit of the Times who
recognized her potential. She first raced in 1838, and is the eponymous "Old Grey
Mare" of song.12 David Bryan as well as Lady Suffolk were the embodiment nineteenth
century American dream of upward social and economic mobility. Bryan drove Lady
Suffolk himself even though he was not a great driver and she started twelve times at the
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age of nineteen, a large number of races even for a much younger horse.13 The next
harness racer to achieve international fame was Flora Temple, a small bay of no known
pedigree, who was born
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Figure 5.1: Lady Suffolk, advertising print 1889

1845 and died 1877; she was the "bob tailed nag" of the song Camptown Races.14 It is
interesting to note the prominence of mares as early heros of the sport whose ranks
included Goldsmith Maid, Maud S., and Nancy Hanks. The trotter Nancy Hanks, for
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example, set a world record of 2.04 in 1892.15 It is unclear whether the success and
popularity of these horses was a coincidence, or if it somehow reflected the growing
importance of women in North American society.
Many early harness racing heros were reputed to come from low circumstances.
Another well-known harness racing legend was Sleepy Tom, a blind horse who broke
the world record in 1879. Also, Little Brown Jug was the pacing champion of the 1880s
who came from very humble origins and who had suffered from neglect in his early
years. The very patriarch of the Standardbred breed, Hambletonian 10, also had a
"fairytale" background; he was the offspring of a lame mare bought by a poor farm
hand, William Rysdyk, who went on to win fame and fortune for his owner. The story
of Hambletonian's father, Abdallah, who ended his days pulling a fish wagon and
starving to death on a beach was another well known tale. This was before the
significance of his offspring was recognized in Hambletonian. The similarity in the life
stories of harness racing heros is notable, and echoes the popular industrial mythology
of "rags to riches."16 Undoubtedly, these stories may have been exaggerated or modified
to make the animals more impressive, but in the early days reputable breeding lines and
pedigrees had not been established and successful racers could crop up anywhere. The
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development of a mythology was essential to the increasing popularity of harness racing.
Starting in the 1850s, well-known horses went on barnstorming tours, like
baseball teams of the time, where they competed in match races mainly for a share of the
gate receipts that eager spectators paid, a practice known as hippodroming.17 This
racing format allowed people of all walks of life to see first hand the legendary horses,
making them household names and "models to be emulated when driving your
roadster."18 Each region could follow the progress of their local favourites across the
continent in the daily newspapers.
Harness racing champions came to represent regional and local spirit. New
Brunswickers had several horses in the nineteenth century that they viewed with pride.
The first great New Brunswick harness racer was Jehu who traced back to the famous
Messenger through Winthrop Messenger.19 Local favourite Robbie Lee of Marysville
(near Fredericton) was promoted as an underdog; the Daily Gleaner reported, "He went
in the track on the first with no training only what he got over the roads as a livery
horse."20 The province's most successful homegrown hero was the trotting mare
Maggie T. who was born in Fredericton. In July 1888 she was recorded as being driven
by trainer D.J. Stockford in the four years, under race at the Moosepath Driving Park, in
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Saint John, New Brunswick placing last.21 This performance, however, was not
indicative of what she would accomplish. In 1891, now owned by Henry Pope, Maggie
T. won at Mystic Park, Boston in the 2:26 class after a tour around eastern tracks which
included the states of Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, and New Hampshire.22 Her background was described in the
Fredericton Daily Gleaner: "A Local Horse- Maggie T., the celebrated mare that
astonished the spectators at Mystic Park a few days since, knocking off a mile in 2:23
easily, was a York County horse. She was foaled on the farm of the late Alex.
Thompson at Nashwaaksis, her dame being a Patchen mare from the celebrated Tom
Patchen, one of the superior horses owned by Mr. John A. Reid of this city .... There
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Maggie T.'s Race Schedule for the 1890 Season
DATE

LOCATION

May 29

Laurence, Massachusetts

June 19

Mystic Park (Boston)

July 3

Haverhill, Massachusetts

July 8

Providence, Rhode Island

July 15

Mystic Park (Boston)

July 30

Worcester, Massachusetts

August 12

Waterbury, Connecticut

September 2

Derby, Connecticut

September 19

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

October 1

Trenton, New Jersey

October 16

Maryland

October 28

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
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are many of the Patchen breed in the neighbourhood, the value of which will be
increased by the phenomenal performance of Maggie T."23
The culmination of the equine sports hero for all of North America came at the
turn of the century in the form of the pacer Dan Patch, who was the ultimate
combination of business and sport. Through a mix of sporting success and effective
marketing, Dan Patch was so famous that "In the first decade of the century, almost any
American could tell you that Dan Patch was no ordinary horse."24 Dan Patch was out of
a broken down mare, Zelica, and sired by champion pacer Joe Patchen who had not yet
become a proven breeder. Dan Patch was a big, awkward horse with strangely curved
legs that swung to the left as a youngster, but he liked people and he was friendly. His
potential was recognized by Marion Will Savage who bought the dark bay gelding. Will
Savage was an excellent publicist and called him "The Equine King of All Harness
Horse Creation and the World's Great Champion of All Champions." By the height of
his career no one would put their horse up against him in a race. Dan Patch's ultimate
competition was the clock. Most of his career was about breaking the next time marker,
which was really an arbitrarily assigned goal.
Savage became involved in the newest technologies of the age: film,
automobiles, and electric trains.25 There were, among other items, cigars, stoves,
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washing machines, padlocks, sleds, music, and automobiles, all named after Dan
Patch.26 Dan Patch had a strong relationship with fairs, attracting huge audiences and
raising gate admissions. Savage died only thirty-two hours after Dan Patch of heart
problems, the same cause of death as the horse.27 It was another story of entrepreneurial
triumph in the industrial age, alongside nostalgia through the sentimental connection
between man and horse.

The Great Nelson
Although Dan Patch was the epitome of the harness racing hero, fifteen years
before the height of his fame, a similar story and character arose out of the state of
Maine. A large trotting stallion, born, bred, and owned in the state broke world records
for harness racing during the early 1890s and captured national attention. The whole of
New England and the Maritimes adopted "Nelson" as their own harness racing
champion and followed his progress with relish. Nelson's heritage itself exemplified the
ability of the equine breeding stock of the region. He traversed the continent taking on
all comers and the clock. His success would become the stuff of legends, and he is a
prime example of the creation of a harness racing symbol.
Charles Horace "Hod" Nelson of Waterville, Maine was a Civil War veteran and
the breeder-owner of the champion stallion (see Figure 5.2). In a move which was to
result in some confusion, he called the horse Nelson after himself. It was certainly not
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unusual in the period to bestow on a harness racer some component of an owner's name,
but C.H. Nelson must have felt a special connection to his horse to give him such a

Figure 5.2: C.H. Nelson (compliments of Stephen Thompson)

name.28 C.H. Nelson had a similar personal relationship with Nelson as Will Savage
had with Dan Patch; both horses providing the men with their fortunes and fame. C.H.
Nelson and Nelson's relationship showed both modernist and nostalgic overtones.
C.H. Nelson was a horse dealer, and his biggest trading market was Boston,
selling and buying up to a hundred horses per year. In late 1877 or early 1878 he traded

28Hereafter,
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a sick mare to Wesley Balch for a yearling, Young Rolfe, who would be the father of
Nelson.29 Predictably, Nelson's background was recounted with a legendary quality, yet
another "rags to riches" story. Young Rolfe was small and thin and Balch would not
have had great expectations for him to trade him for a mare that would likely die, but he
was the son of Tom Rolfe, making him the half brother to the renowned Sleepy Tom
who had a successful year in 1879. The typical "rags to riches" aspect of the story
appears in the fate which almost befell the future father of Nelson; the story went "that
Young Rolfe came near to being unsexed soon after Mr. Nelson got him, the lack of a
skilled veterinarian alone preventing." Young Rolfe was also put up for sale for low
sums on several occasions, but failed to sell. This chain of events led to Nelson's birth
in 1883, and by this time Young Rolfe was racing a bit under C.H. Nelson with success
and was sold the same year for $6,000, which was a significant sum. Young Rolfe was
bought by John Shepard, a "merchant prince of Boston", but died in a race at Mystic
Park in September 1884 from an apparent burst blood vessel.30
Although the lesser aspects of Nelson's background were promoted to add to his
legend, he actually had some illustrious, and also controversial, lines in his ancestry.
Nelson' mother was Gretchen, who was fathered by the well-known Maine
Hambletonian stallion Gideon and bought for a low price from C.H. Nelson's father-in-
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Table 5:1: Nelson's Pedigree

Aratus (by Director)

(Pugh's) Aratus
Wallace's Saxe Weimer
Tom Rolfe (306)

Iron** Ckdmus (by {fetch'sOidmus, by
American Eclipse)
Pochahontas

(by Big Shakespeare)

Young Rolfe (3517)
Draco (116)

Young Morrill (118)
(by Josiah HoyI Horse)

Judith
Rising Sun (429?) (by Rising Sun, by a New Brunswick
horse- English hunter)

Lady

Balch#
The Fisher Mare+
NELSON(42<)9)
b. 1882 d.1911

Abdallah (1) (by Messenger)
Hambletonian (10)
The Charles Kent Mare (by Bellfounder)

Gideon(145)
Young Engineer (3) (by Engineer, by Messenger)
Dandy

(by Son of Commander/ Plato?,
by Messenger)

Gretchen
Black Hawk (5)*

Sherman Morgan (by Justin Morgan)
? 0, Narragansett pacer

Kate
Cock of the Rock (by Duroc, by Sir Walter)
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PEDIGREE KEY
# Likely from Boston trader Wesley Balch
• "a veiy fast Canadian trotting mare"
* ancestry contested by Wallace
0"mare from New Brunswick- breeding unknown"

italics Morgans

shadow Thoroughbreds

Tabulated by Edward G. Crosby, Waterville, Maine (from the collections of the Waterville Historical Society) and

Wallace's Year Book

law (see Table 5.1 for Nelson's pedigree). His great-grandmother, Pochahontas (Tom
Rolfe's dam) was credited with pacing a 2.08 lA mile in the 1850s, no small feat.31
Nelson's pedigree shows three of the breeds which influenced the development of the
Standardbred: thoroughbred, Messengers, and Morgans. An article in Driving Digest
Magazine proposes that Nelson was mostly Morgan, but this is quite untrue and is
poorly argued in the badly researched piece, but there was some Morgan influence.32
Controversy surrounded Nelson's maternal grand-dam, Kate; Wallace's Year Book
stated that she was "a fine road mare, pedigree not traced".33 Morgan enthusiasts,
however, claimed that she was sired by the famous Black Hawk, whose parentage of
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Sherman Morgan is contested as well. The only confirmed Morgan cross in Nelson's
pedigree was his great-grandsire Draco. When Joseph Battell was creating the Morgan
Horse and Register (the breed registry for the Morgan) he included Nelson, but "it is
often claimed that Battell's primary agenda was to claim as many great harness racers as
he could for his Morgan Registry."34 At the time of Nelson's fame, Hambletonians had
surpassed Morgans in harness racing, and Nelson had just as much Hambletonian in his
background as Morgan. Edward Crosby's pedigree of Nelson appears to be the most
extensive and accurate version, and he, being a Waterville native, would be able to trace
the breeding more accurately. Interestingly, Crosby calls Black Hawk's dam a "mare
from New Brunswick- breeding unknown" while Wallace's Year Book identifies her as
possibly a Narragansett pacer. Also found in Nelson's background was a stallion who
was "a New Brunswick horse- English hunter". Thus, very early breeding stock was
interchanged between New Brunswick and Maine, giving New Brunswick some ties to
the success of Nelson. The discrepancies in Nelson's pedigree demonstrate the other
significant component in the mythology of the harness racer, the obsession with
pedigree. An increasingly logical approach to breeding Standardbreds used available
scientific knowledge rather than luck and happenstance to create fast horses, but this
coexisted beside the myth of the "rags to riches" horse.
The romantic side of the tale of Nelson was promoted during his lifetime,
helping to create his mythology. Born in 1880 at Sunnyside Farm in Waterville, it was
said of the fledgling Nelson that, "When a year old he was one of the most awkward
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yearlings that ever drew breath, and his owner would have sold him for $200, but there
was no one who wished to relieve him of the animal." At the time he could not have
guessed that he would later turn down an offer of $125,000 for the "ugly duckling"
horse.35 C.H. Nelson stated to the Waterville Sentinel in 1909, "It has been reported that
I refused $100,000 for Nelson, I can tell you straight I was offered $125,000 for him
when we were on the grand circuit and he was eight years old. But I wouldn't take it.
No one had money enough to get that horse away from me. Some people will tell you
that Nelson was ugly, but I tell you he was gentle and kind. I have slept in the same stall
with him at least 50 times. When he woke up in the morning before I did, he would tug
at my clothes to get over to the box where I kept his oats. Nelson had many grooms, and
he was never known to harm any of them."36 The nostalgic attachment between C.H.
Nelson and his horse was clearly stated on many occasions. Another interesting
statement that C.H. Nelson made about the horse was that "He was clever old fellow and
was kind to everybody. In all his life he has only bitten at two or three persons and
would not have done this then had they let him alone or had they not been intoxicated.
He could tell when a man had been drinking and seemed to take a dislike to them on that
account."37 Perhaps this was more a reflection of C.H. Nelson's feelings on alcohol and
the popularity of the temperance movement rather than the horse's morals and
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preferences.
Nelson first attracted attention at the Maine State Fair held at Lewiston in 1884
when he was in the stake for two-year-old Maine colts. At three years he won the Maine
State Fair cup for three-year-olds, and was the fastest stallion of any age. That year he
started on the Grand Circuit and set the world record for a three-year-old stallion on a
half mile track. After he got his three-year-old record, C.H. Nelson sold a half interest in
the horse for $5,000 to Col. Monroe and J.O. Whitten, both of whom pre-deceased the
animal.38 His rise continued when as a five-year-old he won the New England stake for
his age class. By the time he was seven his record for trotting the mile was 2.14 1/4.39
In 1889 Nelson appeared on the Grand Circuit at Buffalo and won the $5,000 stake.40
Nelson began to emerge as a national figure and regional hero.
Nelson's career and wide public recognition began to peak in 1890, and his myth
became widely dispersed through the now prevalent daily newspapers. The newspapers
proclaimed the big trotting rivalry of the season to be between a California stallion,
Stamboul, and Nelson, the "far west against the east," creating a regional competition.41
After taking about ten trotters, including Nelson and Colonel Osgood, to the western
United States in July, C.H. Nelson headed back to Maine to put on a great show in his
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home state.42 The highlight of the year and one of Nelson's most memorable
accomplishments was when he set the Maplewood track record at Bangor on September
6, doing a mile in 2.15 1/4 and beating the famous Jay Eye See's record in the process.
There was an estimated crowd of 20,000 present to see the exhibition trot.43 This
triumph was part of the Eastern Maine State Fair and Nelson's record breaking mile was
the centerpiece of the Fair's activities. The newspapers recounted the preparations in
detail during the months and days leading up to the event. "What will be very gratifying
to the people who are to attend the Eastern Maine Fair, to be held at Bangor in
September," a local newspaper remarked, "is to learn that the great favourite of Maine's
noted horses, the stallion Nelson, will be exhibited together with a string of twenty five
horses from C.H. Nelson's Sunnyside farm. The people of Maine are greatly interested
in these horses as this is the first time for two years that the great Nelson has been on
exhibition in Maine. It is probable that many will deem this another interesting feature
which the managers of the fair are ever seeking to bring forward."44
Nelson's popularity was used as a marketing tool to create revenue and
advertising for the Fair and Maine livestock. C.H. Nelson was an integral part of this
promotion and needed two barns to hold all the horses he brought to exhibit at the Fair.45
The event was significant enough for the Fredericton, New Brunswick Daily Gleaner to
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report on September 4 that "It goes without saying that Nelson's string of fine horses
commands a great deal of attention. Mr. Nelson's exhibit shows that he did not build his
stables on the grounds for nothing."46
The newspapers helped to build the mystique of the horse and driver through
poetic language and description. The record breaking effort of 1890 was recounted in
detail by the Bangor Daily Commercial: "While Nelson, the horse, was being warmed
up, Nelson, the man, divested himself of every ounce of clothing which he wore that
could possibly be spared and unloaded his pockets in a manner which threatened
business. The crowd watched in silence when at any other time there would have been a
grand, glorious kick. Everyone wore an air of expectancy and watched Mr. Nelson as he
walked around the track attired in his driving costume and wearing a brand new pair of
kid gloves in honor or the event. He was gotten up regardless of being opened to
criticism of being a dude."47 The article highlights C.H. Nelson's confident personality,
and hints at the showmanship which contributed to Nelson's fame. It was an event that
would be remembered for many years.
Nelson's racing schedule entailed an impressive amount of travel when he was at
the peak of his racing career which was only made possible through the new methods of
transportation available in the nineteenth century: railways and steamships. To
summarize Nelson's year in 1890, he worked at Franklin Park, Massachusetts, then was
shipped to Bangor in August, then to Fort Wayne, Indiana and Kankakee, Illinois where
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he made the world stallion record of a full mile in 2.12 (see Table 5.2). The New York
Times reported, "The kite-shaped track here is responsible to a large extent for a
remarkable record made by the trotter Nelson to-day.... A strong wind was blowing,
which makes the performance more remarkable."48 A few days later he lowered his
record again at Rushville, Indiana to 2.11 3/4, then a few weeks later at Cambridge City,
Indiana did 2.10 3/4. He was shipped to Maine for one week's rest, then to the Chicago
for the annual horse show, after which he went home for the winter.49 C.H. Nelson's
accomplishments were recognized by New England horsemen who put on a banquet in
his honour in the winter of 1890.50 He finished the year by stating that "while in New
York he refused an offer of $100,000 for the stallion Nelson. He also says that in the
presence of a number of moneyed horsemen he offered to bet $50,000 to $10,000, that
his horse could beat in a match race any trotting horse that stands in the world."51 C.H.
Nelson's bravado and race schedule continued to draw attention to the horse. That
Nelson could perform so well with so much travel is a credit to his endurance,
management, and the development of transportation systems. Before the development
of transportation networks, this type of race schedule would have been impossible
because horses would have to be led, ridden, or taken in horse-drawn wagons to race
meets.
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Table 5.2: Nelson's Race Schedule for 1890 and 1891 Seasons

1890

DATE

LOCATION

CLASS

PURSE

PLACING

September 2

Bangor, Maine

against time: 2.15 1/2

$100

lost

September 6

Bangor, Maine

against time: 2.15 1/2

$100

won

September23

Kankakee, Illinois

against time 2.14 1/4

won

September26

Kankakee, Illinois

against time 2.12

won

October 3

Rushville, Indiana

against time: 2:14

$500

won

October 9

Terre Haute, Indiana

against time: 2.12

$500

won

October 17

Richmond, Indiana

against time: 2:15

October 21

Cambridge City, Ind.

against time: 2.11 1-4

October 22

Cambridge City, Ind.

against time: 1.04 *

DATE

LOCATION

CLASS

PURSE

PLACING

July 17

Saginaw, Michigan

against time: 2.10 3-4

$1000

lost

July 22

Detroit, Michigan

against time: 2.10 3-4

$1000

lost

August 5

Freeport, Illinois

against time: 2.12 1-4

August 27

Independence, Iowa

against time: 2:10 3-4

$2500

lost

September 3

Rockford, Illinois

against time: 2.10 3-4

$2000

lost

September 16

Grand Rapids, Mich.

against time: 2:10

lost

September 17

Grand Rapids, Mich.

against time: 2:10 3-4

won

October 1

Richmond, Indiana

against time: 2.11 1-4

$500

lost

October 8

Grand Rapids, Mich.

match v. AUerton

$10,000

lost

won
$500

won
won

•half mile

1891

won
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The following year, 1891, held just as much travel for the bay stallion who went
from Michigan, to Iowa, and then Indiana (see Figure 5.4. for image of Nelson setting
the record at Independence, Iowa). "[H]e again went west, where he was greeted on
every side with the utmost enthusiasm, wherever he appeared," declared a local Maine
historian.52 In September the stallion Allerton beat Nelson's record, and much public
interest surrounded the subsequent match race between them.53 The match was for a
$10,000 purse; Nelson won the first heat, but Allerton won the other four.54 A second
match was made on October 14, again in Grand Rapids. The race was greatly
anticipated because, "Maine yearns for the lost stallion championship and a
Maine yearn is large and hollow." Nelson lost, however, which C.H. Nelson attributed
to lameness.55 Trying to save face and continue to promote his famous racer, C.H.
Nelson stated in an interview in Waterville on October 26,1891, about Nelson's
summer races, "I am well satisfied with the trip. The history of New England never
knew such a one. Seven to enter the 2.30 list and five others to trot from 2.32 V* to 2.40,
Nelson lowers his record to 2.10." He again claimed that Nelson lost to Allerton
because the other horse was in better condition. When asked why he raced his horse
anyway, C.H. Nelson replied "I thought his courage would carry him through." C.H.
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Figure 5.3: Nelson at Independence, Iowa, 1891, (Neplains, Inc.)

Nelson still set out the challenge for the following race season: "I am willing to trot
Nelson against anybody's stallion that live in 1892 for any reasonable sum. Money
should be a secondary object, the glory is enough."56 This was somewhat of a false
statement considering that Nelson's fame alone would have brought C.H. Nelson money
in the form of endorsements and customers to his horse trading business. Again, the
nineteenth century dichotomy of capitalism and romanticism was played out in the
forum of harness racing.
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During the next two years Nelson continued travelling across the United States
and Canada, setting records and expanding his icon status. In 1892 Nelson did many
exhibitions in New England and lowered his half mile track record to 2.11 3/4 without
having to compete against takers who would sully his reputation.57 He reduced the
Maplewood track record at Bangor again on August 31 to 2.13 3/4. Nelson also raced at
the Moosepath Driving Park in Saint John, New Brunswick trotting 2.17 3/4, showing
he travelled into the Maritime provinces.58 1893 was the year Nelson made his lowest
record of 2.09 at Rigby Park in Portland, Maine.59
The American Horse Breeder recorded in 1893 that "Nelson's mile at Rigby
Park is the fastest ever trotted in New England by any stallion, and with the exception of
the performance of Nancy Hanks at Mystic Park on the same day, it's the fastest ever yet
trotted in New England."60 Nelson made his lowest official time, 2.10, at Grand Rapids,
Michigan; the Portland record with a pneumonic sulky was not recognized by the
Trotting Register, possibly because he was not a current member of the National
Trotting Association, which ran the Register, because of problems between the
Association and C.H. Nelson.61 Nelson was still a big draw at Maplewood, and his
appearance filled the three-tiered grand stand. Nelson got a 2.12 lA mile which stood as
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the track record until 1905.62 There is no question that the horse's talent garnered him a
place among harness racing greats, but it is unclear whether C.H. Nelson's ownership of
Nelson helped or hindered.
An incident that was not reported in Maine or New Brunswick newspapers or
mentioned often in harness racing literature was the banning of Nelson and C.H. Nelson
from National Trotting Association tracks and races for two years from 1890 to 1892
because of a bribe placed by C.H Nelson. The "Nelson-Alcryon scandal" was reported
in the New York Times on February 13,1890 under the headline "All parties implicated
in the Nelson-Alcryon Scandal Ruled Off the Association Tracks."63 C.H. Nelson had
bribed the owner of the stallion Alcyron to allow Nelson to win the Blach Stake race in
Boston in September 1889. Both C.H. Nelson and Nelson were reinstated in December
1892 after pressure was placed on the executive on the National Trotting Association. It
was written that the ban "has kept the fast stallion off the turf, except at a few fairs, but
he lowered the record for half-mile tracks to 2:11 3/4 this Fall at Trenton. It has been
considered a misfortune to keep such a fast trotter off the turf, so the Board of the
National Trotting Association yielded to the influence brought to bear on it."64
Obviously this incident did not help Nelson's career or C.H. Nelson's reputation. Also,
it is not mentioned in the "mythology" of Nelson since it takes away for his role as a
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local hero. The incident reflects the tensions in the late nineteenth century sporting
world between traditional notions of sportsmanship and respectability, and modern
professionalism and commercial considerations. The popularity and commercial
potential of Nelson very likely influenced his reinstatement.
What was unusual about the situation of Nelson was that C.H. Nelson bred,
trained, owned, and raced the horse, Nelson, which was unusual for the time period;
usually professionals would have been used in at least one of these functions. This
situation was more commonly found at lower levels of racing, but not in the circles in
which Nelson raced. It is even claimed in 1890 that, "Nelson's owner is the only man
who ever bred, raised and drove a trotter in 2.11."65 The question at the time was
whether C.H. Nelson as an owner-driver was a handicap, and if lower times would have
been achieved by the stallion if he had been regularly driven by a professional. It was
known that professional driver Ira P. Woodbury of Portland also drove Nelson at times,
particularly in 1889, being the hired driver for Sunnyside Farm; James Golden also
drove Nelson.65 C.H Nelson, however, did do the majority of Nelson's driving, and was
even known to drive his renowned horse down Main Street in Waterville for exercise.
Many contemporary critics such as W.H. Goucher said that C.H. Nelson was a
hindrance, but in The American Trotter by John Hervey, C.H. Nelson is included on a
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list of the most successful trainers and drivers in American harness racing history.67 In
opposition to this view of C.H. Nelson, the Portland Advertiser discussed the
controversy in 1891: "It may and may not be that Mr. C.H. Nelson's well known
nervous disposition has an injurious effect on his horse. It is a debated question. But
there can be no doubt that the horse is handicapped by his owner's weight. Maine
people who have an interest in the noble animal, and a right to express it, would like to
see another driver. Thousands of horsemen think that Allerton's title to the crown
would be short-lived if ex-king Nelson were properly handled."68 It is a hypothetical
question, so impossible to answer if Nelson would have done better with another driver
or trainer, but C.H. Nelson only achieved the high level of success with the single horse,
while other drivers reached the top with multiple racers.
A question worthy of consideration was C.H. Nelson's status as an amateur or a
professional. He comes across in contemporary accounts as sort of gentleman farmer
who was not a professional driver. This is an important issue, because it comes to the
heart of the dichotomy of harness racing: was it a leisure or a money-making pursuit?
Evidence indicates that C.H. Nelson was definitely a professional horse breeder and a
businessman, but whether he qualified as a professional driver is another question. He
certainly would have made money from Nelson's racing fame in offering him as a
breeding stallion. In 1890 the Bangor Daily Commercial wrote,"Nelson's Sunnyside
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Farm is a most interesting place just now. In the stables and pastures there are probably
two hundred stallions, mares, and colts," showing the size of C.H. Nelson's enterprise.69
C.H. Nelson had significant funds by the 1890s from the horse trade and/or previous
holdings which allowed him to campaign numerous harness racers and offer prize
money. He even offered to buy Dictator Chief for $15,000 in 1890.70 C.H. Nelson also
had the finances for charity, and was known to act as a benevolent leader in the
community, such as when he planned to build a "new mile track, probably at Winslow,
which he says will be one of the fastest in the country."71 He believed that more tracks
were needed for Maine breeders to compete with other states. Several other horses
besides Nelson from C.H. Nelson's farm held records as well, and he states, "They were
driven to these records by myself; quite good for a farmer."72 Although C.H. Nelson
promoted himself as an amateur, it was obvious he made a great deal of money off
harness racing even if he reinvested the money in travel and other expenses.
Professionalism was on the rise in sports during the end of the nineteenth century, and
horse racing was one of the first sports to professionalize, but C.H. Nelson's position as
an amateur or professional driver remains hazy like many other of the participants in the
sport during this period. Perhaps Nelson promoted his status as an amateur to establish
his own position as a gentleman and/ or to add to Nelson's triumphant mythology.
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Whether it was because of or in spite of C.H. Nelson's driving and promotion, Nelson
became a record holder and a high level breeding stallion.
Given the nickname the "Northern King," Nelson was held as the pinnacle of
Maine harness racer breeding and racing champion. In Wallace's Monthly he was called
"a model in all his proportions, worthy of being perpetuated in brass or marble as a
perfect horse."73 Racing authority W.H. Gocher writes, "In some respects he was the
most remarkable performer ever foaled. From birth Nelson was a trotter and
notwithstanding the handicap imposed on him by the manner in which he was trained
and raced, he reduced the stallion record from 2:12 to 2:10 3/4 .... In form, gait and
poise, either when in motion or standing, he was a superhorse."74 Nelson's last public
appearance was at Maplewood in 1906 at the grand age of 24. He was shown hitched to
a cart "looking like a six year old" to parade one more time in front of the grandstands at
Bangor where the people adored him. In his career he had lowered the world stallion
record on three occasions and still holds the world's stallion record for a high wheel
sulky on an oval track.75

Nelson's Legacy
Nelson's material legacy can be found in his hometown of Waterville, Maine.
An empty bottle of "Nelson Rye Whiskey" is among the holdings of the Waterville
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Museum. The label which features a drawing of the horse with CH Nelson driving
states "Record 2.09- The Northern King: Bottled Expressly for Fine Trade at the
Distillery"(See Figures 5.4 and 5.5). This item demonstrates that Nelson was used for
merchandising and was a part of capitalist culture before the success of Dan Patch. A
leather boot sporting elastic, resembling a modern quarter boot used on racers, is
labelled as Nelson's, but it has been reported that Nelson did not need protective leg
wear because his action was so true (see Figure 5.8). Perhaps the boot was used by C.H.
Nelson on another horse. Also, a silver cup "Presented to the Horse Nelson Ex
Champion of the Turf, Record 2.09, on his nineteenth annual exhibition, by Hon. F.Q.
Beal, President of E.M.S. Fair, Aug. 27 1902" shows the horse's close connection to the
Bangor fair and track (see Figure 5.7). Nelson died on December 3,1911 at the old age
of 29, humanely shot by C.H. Nelson and buried at Sunnyside Farm, which is now
Kennedy Memorial Drive near the Shopping Plaza in Waterville.76 A Nelson Street still
remains in the general area (see Figure 5.8).
Another tangible part of Nelson's legacy was his offspring. There is debate, as with
other harness horse breeding issues, concerning the success of Nelson's sons and
daughters. It is true that none of his line were to achieved his level of speed and record
setting; therefore, he has been called a failure as a sire. His rival, Allerton, defeated
Nelson in this area all over again by becoming a prominent sire.77 There is an indication,
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Figure 5.4: Nelson whiskey bottle (Waterville Historical Society Museum)
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Figure 5.6: Nelson Street, Waterville, Maine
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Figure 5.8: Nelson's boot (Waterville Historical Society Museum)

however, that his progeny were popular on a local level. New England has been called
the "grave-yard of great sires" by Philip Pines and he writes, "While world champions
can be bred there - as Bingen's son Uhlan 1:58 demonstrated - at the same time its
geographical location and rigorous climate through much of the year unfit it to compete
with more favourable regions in speed production. Many truly great sires, over a long
term of years has been taken there to stand with disappointing results."78 Wallace, the
great record keeper of North American harness horses, was a supporter of Nelson's
breeding potential because Nelson was a trotter who came from pacing lines, a
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background that Wallace thought ideal.
Another contemporary supporter of Nelson's breeding ability was the American
Horse Breeder, which printed the following statement in 1893: "It is doubtful if there is
a trotter living that can show more beautiful trotting action or a greater flight of speed
pulling a driver some 25 or 30 pounds over weight, and it is very probable that before
the season closes he will take a faster record than any other trotting stallion has yet
made. He is now credited with eight in the 2.30 list, seven of which have been added
this season. This is a larger number of additions than has been made to the 2.30 list of
any other stallion to date this season, excepting Hamlin's Almont Jr."79 Pines disputes
Wallace and the American Horse Breeder and says that "although he lived to twentyseven and begot a large number of foals, many of them from mares of high class, his
failure as a sire was, all things considered, extraordinary, as he never got a trotter to beat
2:14 3/4 or a pacer to beat 2:10 1/4, nor did a son or daughter of his ever attain fame as a
sire or dam of either trotters or pacers. This despite his being one of the finest
individuals and most grandly gaited of all champion stallions."80 It is true that Nelson
did not produce a horse of equal or greater ability to himself, keeping him off the lists of
important trotting sires. He has been described as, "a phenomena, some would say a
'freak' since none of his get ever reached his rate of speed for the mile for which an alibi
might doubtless be found through a condition not unknown in other instances."81
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However, New Englanders would disagree with Pines' conclusions and considered
Maine to be an important breeding centre throughout the nineteenth century. In
particular, Waterville's Sunnyside Farm was considered of central importance at least by
a local historian who stated "it seems very appropriate that she should have within her
limits today among the many valuable horses born and bred on her soil one whose name
is known not only through the length and breadth of this country but even across the
sea."82 An advertisement for a son of Nelson, Oddmark, standing at stud was listed as
early as 1890 in the Bangor Daily Commercial. At only three years old he was
described as, "a fine looker and one of Nelson's best." Twenty-five dollars was being
charged for Oddmark's stud fee, showing the faith in Nelson's progeny.83 Also in 1890
"George A. Alden of Waterville, general Eastern agent of the Maine Central Railway,
yesterday purchased of C.H. Barrill of Skowhegan, Me., one three-year-old and one oneyear-old Nelson colt, paying the sum of $2500 for them," showing that horsemen of the
state did indeed value Nelson's offspring.84 Nelson's offspring were found outside of
Maine within the northeastern region; for example, Belle of Nelson was owned by Dr.
Morris of Boston and trained at Peter Clinch's stable in Saint John.85
Although they did not achieve success on a national level like their sire, Nelson's
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descendants were competitive locally. At the formal opening of Rigby Park in Scarboro,
Maine near Portland August 11,1893, Nelson's influence was strongly illustrated by the
presence of many of his offspring and descendants on the race card, as well as being a
day of triumph for him individually. The 3.00 class (for horses who had not trotted a
mile in three minutes) was won by a grandson of Nelson, Trust, while another, Conrad,
came in second in the 2.35 class. Conrad was described as "a very handsome chestnut
stallion. Starting in fourth place in the second heat, certainly four lengths behind the
pole horse, he trotted in 2.30 V2 showing that he is a sure candidate for the list." On the
second day of the races, Nelson himself made a trial against his record, and because of
heavy fog and no grand stand, 2,000 spectators had to stand on the track in front of the
judges' stand to see anything which hindered his finish. He was only able to trot a 2:19
mile. The 2.31 class was won by Nelson's daughter, Brenda, followed by grandson
Johnny Wilkes. The 2.40 class was won by another daughter, Faith. A third daughter,
Polly Nelson, did a trial against 2.39 V2 and won with 2.30. Nelson made another trial
against 2.10 and made his best time of 2.09.86 The number of "Nelsons" present and
their high piacings in races show that he achieved some level of success as a sire as well,
but this could be due to local pride in the horse.
In a modern addition to Nelson's story, in 1994 it was announced that Nelson
had been elected as an "Immortal" in the Trotting Horse Museum Hall of Fame Trotters
of Goshen, New York, the highest honour for a harness racer and the first Maine bred
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horse to make such an achievement.87 Although Nelson received this ultimate
recognition in the twentieth century, he was certainly recognized in his own time as a
great race horse, achieving the status of sports hero in eastern North America. From
beginning to end, Nelson was a perfect symbolic representative of what was happening
in the sport of harness racing and society in general during his lifespan. From his mythic
origins, pedigree debates, promotion through mass media, and creation of his legend, he
stood for the elements found within late nineteenth century harness racing.

Art of the Harness Racer
As important sports heros in nineteenth century North American popular culture,
race horses not only worked their way into popular mythology but were also extremely
prominent in popular art. Indeed, the most enduring evidence of Nelson's cultural
supremacy comes in the form of the visual record. He, like numerous other harness
racers, was portrayed and reproduced in drawing, prints, paintings, and photographs.
The harness racer was unquestionably one of the most popular subjects of popular art in
North America during the second half of the nineteenth century. Representations of race
horses can not only provide information on the history of the sport itself, but more
importantly tell about the role of the harness racer in society and what they represented.
For the same reason that the sport of harness racing boomed during the period, so too
did the image of the harness racer become popular in Canada and the United States: the
harness racer was a symbol of the age. The mediums in which images of the harness
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racer were represented, particularly lithographs, were a mass produced product of
industrialism serving a popular nostalgia for the past and rural life. The harness racer
was thus, a symbol which was represented as both a perfect product of modern
industrialism and pre-modern sensibilities.
The earliest known painting of a North American trotting race was by Richard
Hillman in 1831 at Philadelphia with the horses portrayed under saddle at Hunting
Park.88 However, prints, particularly using the lithograph form, were the medium which
really popularized the image of the harness racer for the North American public.89
Available in mass quantities, "The trotter was a favourite of the printmakers, and their
portraits of him on the track, on the road, in the solitary splendour of his stall, or in a
quiet pasture brightened the walls of homes, hotels, offices, and livery stables."90 The
most well-known makers of prints were Currier and Ives, who produced over 700
separate images of harness horses out of 7,000 overall - making the harness racer the
subject of one-tenth of their creations.91 Haskell and Allen of Boston were second to
Currier and Ives in trotting and race horse prints. Lithograph art came to represent
mass, North American culture in the nineteenth century.

88Welsh,
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Track and Road, p. 17 and Evelyn and Lawrence Slobody and Philip
A. Pines, eds,. Currier and Ives Present Trotting: The National Pastime of Early
America: A Pageant of Their Horse Prints from 1840-1895. (New York: Benson Press,
1984), p. 21.
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Nathaniel Currier and James Merritt Ives advertised themselves as "the best,
cheapest, and most popular firm in a democratic country" and from the start looked to
create art for the people.92 The company was started in 1834 and continued to the 1900s,
thus the prints documented change and the rise of nostalgia. Lithographs were faster to
produce and cheaper than engraving and etching, and also made more durable, high
quality images. With small prints costing five to twenty-five cents each at retail, this
was art that was available to everyone, causing lithography to become known as "the
commercial art".93 The urban middle class was the target audience of the lithograph, the
same class that was deeply involved in the sport of harness racing. Currier and Ives was
criticized at the time as debasing "high culture", but their prints created a visual
manifestation of common beliefs and ideals, particularly those of the bourgeois life.
Because the Currier and Ives artists worked in response to what the people wanted, the
prints demonstrate a large portion of the mental world of nineteenth century North
America.94 Currier and Ives prints were an inspiration for nationalism and helped to
create myths surrounding America's founders and frontier life along with the myth of the
harness racer. The prints showcased the creation of leisure time, disposable income, and
love of speed and strength through the popular subjects of ships and trains, as well as
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F. LeBeau,"Introduction," Currier & Ives: America Imagined.
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harness racers.95 There was an advantageous meeting between the popularity of trotting
and lithographs in the late nineteenth century coinciding with a general quest for speed
in North America.96 Currier had a special interest in harness horses and even had a
lithograph made of himself driving his horse , "The Road - Winter", which became very
popular. His partner, Ives,"earned a reputation as one of the most knowledgeable men
of his time on the animal."97 While the two had a special interest, it also mirrored the
sport's popularity throughout the continent. The medium of lithograph and the sport of
harness racing were popularized at the same time which allowed for a parallel and
interconnected rise in mass culture.
There were several styles of prints featuring harness racers which included
composites, comic series, and portraits of individual or pairs of well-known horses.
Prints of groups of harness horses were perennial favourites, such as '"Trotting Cracks'
on the Snow" featuring a candid tableau of famous horses Lady Woodruff, Flora
Temple, and Lantern among others and '"Trotting Cracks' at the Forge" with Lady
Thorn and Grey Eagle, showing the historical heros of harness racing (see Figures 5.9
and 5.10). There were also many comic prints of trotters, such as the breaking of rules
and incidents during road brushes, meaning that the sport must have been familiar to
many.98 Examples of the humour include "'A Crack Trotter -'Coming Around'" where a
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feisty horse attacks grooms who have been trying all different remedies to get him fit
and "Crack Trotter" in which a horse is outfitted in all sorts of contraptions and
equipment, achieving a comedic effect (see Figures 5.11 and 5.12)." The humour in the
prints is not obvious to today's layperson, but would have been imderstood by much of
society in the nineteenth century because of the widespread popularity of the sport.
Currier and Ives only produced images which would sell or proved popular,
demonstrating that people wanted historical representations of the sport and found the
comic series humourous.

Figure 5.9: "Trotting Cracks on the Snow " - Currier and Ives

"Ibid., p. 233-4.

Figure 5.10: "Trotting Cracks at the Forge

Currier and Ives

A CMCK TROTOII-^MIW® A10H1B"
Figure 5.11: "Crack Trotter: Coming Around"- Currier and Ives
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Figure 5.12: "Crack Trotter"- Currier and Ives
The most popular images were the portraits of famous individual and pairs of
harness racers which developed into their own artistic style over time. Staff artists for
the lithograph companies often copied drawings of freelancers like John Cameron who
created the most famous representation of Nelson. It was the style and vision of artists
of the period like Cameron who help to create the symbol of the harness racer.
Scotsman John Cameron was a main horse artist for Currier and Ives along with Louis
Maurer and Thomas Worth.100 Depictions of harness horses came to look more
standardized with time, with some artistic license taken. "If Cameron or any of the other
artists consciously strayed from an exact rendering of the horse being pictured," LeBeau
noted, "it was only in elongating slightly the bodies of the animals, the attenuation
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giving a greater effect of speed."101 A definite style emerges in the Currier and Ives
prints; portraits of individual trotters were mostly done in full flight in harness while
thoroughbreds were usually portrayed standing still without tack. Mike Huggins states
of the tradition of thoroughbred portraits, "Early plantation owners with English family
connections often had paintings of English horses displayed on their walls. Right
through the nineteenth century most American painters of thoroughbreds copied the
British tradition of painting champions amidst a bucolic, tranquil landscape."102 The
differing depictions likely reflect the aristocratic image of the thoroughbreds as opposed
to the practical appeal of trotting. The lithographs of harness racing heros were images
of perfection and speed, the horses showing determination, shining coats, and ideal
action - the animal as a beautiful machine. A great example of this type of lithograph is
the one produced by Currier and Ives of Nelson by Cameron in 1891. Also located in
the holdings of the Waterville Museum, Maine and Harness Racing Museum and Hall of
Fame of Goshen are a painting, photographs, and drawings of the horse along with
literary descriptions which enable a visual comparison to determine how the artwork
was approached in the creation of a symbol.
The collection of images provides an opportunity to compare and examine how
harness racers were depicted. Photographs provide the most accurate image of the
horse, providing they are labelled correctly. Thankfully, the height of Nelson's career

l01LeBeau,
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coincided with a surge in the popularity of the medium of photography. The sharpest
available photograph of Nelson came from Mr. S.L. Preble, taken near Elmwood Hotel,
Waterville, Maine, but is undated.103 The woman driving Nelson in the photograph was
reportedly the wife of a circus proprietor and famous horsewoman, "At the time the
circus was in Waterville, she asked Mr. Nelson to allow her to drive the holder of the
world record and she had Mr. Preble make this picture," but her name was forgotten and
she is not fully shown in the shot. From the Preble photograph Nelson's physical
characteristics can clearly be seen (see Figure 5.13). He possessed upright pasterns and

Figure 5.13: Nelson photograph by S.L. Preble (Waterville Historical Society Museum)

103Waterville

Museum collections.

265

shoulder of carriage horse type and boxy feet combined with a strong medium build and
solid bone. His neck bordered on "ewe" formation, with a convex face profile, and flat
croup, all characteristics not uncommon to the modern Standardbred. He was in great
condition with a shiny coat, abundant tail, and a healthy weight. Nelson looks calm and
confident with his high set neck and neat, pricked ears. His visible markings show white
on the hind right leg and possibly a little on the hind left. Overall, he has all the
appearances of a heavier modern Standardbred.
The collections of the Harness Racing Museum offer further views of Nelson.104
One is a side shot of a man holding him haltered with a dog in background (see Figure
5.14). This picture perhaps shows an older Nelson, as he is thinner and showing some
wear on the formation of his back with less muscle mass over his whole body. The other
photographs of a front and hind view of the horse and were taken by S.S. Rose and Son
of Waterville, Maine (see Figure 5.15). It is likely C.H. Nelson himself holding the
horse; he resembles the man in Cameron's lithograph. Nelson has a braided forelock
like the Cony drawing, again showing a thick tail and shiny coat and looking alert. His
legs look thick and the hair is wavy like they have recently been tightly bandaged, which
would be common in a racing horse. It is significant in this time period when
photography was still being popularized that these pictures of Nelson were taken and
survived, showing his importance.
Literary descriptions of Nelson are also available, and he was reported by many

,04TM

717.51 NELSON 204-N, and TM 39.52 and 38.52 NELSON 204-N,
Harness Racing Museum.
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Figure 5.14: Photographs of Nelson at and older age (Waterville Museum- History of
Waterville and Harness Racing Museum- TM 717.51 NELSON 204-N)
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Figure 5.15: Photographs of Nelson, front and rear views (Harness Racing Museum)
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sources to be 15.3 or 16 hands at the withers (shoulder) level to the hips, 1,100 pounds,
and bright bay (brown with a black tail and mane) in colour. A contemporary described
him thus: "He has a good head and finely chiselled face, full intelligent eyes, mediumsized, well-shaped, well-set ears. His neck is of good length, finer at the throttle than
most stallions, and well set upon finely sloped shoulders. His barrel is long, of good
depth and well rounded, quarters deep and well muscled, hocks low set, forearms long,
cannon bone short and clean, feet of medium size, well shaped, and hoof of excellent
texture. His gait is remarkably smooth and frictionless, and his action when at speed is
so perfect that he needs neither boots to protect nor weights to balance him."105 Literary
descriptions could also be idealized depending on the author and their motivations in
writing. Along with the photographs, this description provides a basis to look at the
accuracy and artistic license taken in John Cameron's lithograph, Coty's magazine
drawing, and Scott Leighton's oil painting of Nelson.
Three portrayals of Nelson show three different views of the horse with varying
degrees of accuracy in their rendition (see Figures 5.16, 5.17, and 5.18) The Currier and
Ives lithograph print of Nelson was produced in the year of his highest popularity,
1891.106 The caption at the bottom of the image says "The Champion Trotting Stallion,
Nelson, by Young Rolfe Dam Gretchen by Gideon, Record 2.09." What is unusual
about the lithograph for Currier and Ives is that it shows the owner as driver, thus it is a
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Horse Breeder. August 19, 1893.

Waterville Museum copy was donated in 1968 by W.H. Bowden of
Burnham. Another copy is held at the Maine State Museum.
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depiction of C.H. Nelson as well. In the image, C.H. Nelson is attired in red racing silks
and tan gloves, looking petite and slim and sporting a large moustache. Nelson is shown
pulling a high wheeled sulky with iron wheels and light harness. Nelson himself is a
dark bay-brown, with a small sliver of white on the forehead and a coronet on his hind
right foot thus matching the markings seen in photographs. He is also shown with an
abundant mane arid tail, white edging around the eyes indicating excitedness, and a fairly
straight face profile. Portrayed in foil trot stride, stretched and reaching, Nelson is a

Figure 5.16: Nelson lithography by John Cameron, Currier and Ives
(Maine State Museum Archives)
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vision of swiftness. The artistic convention of lengthening the body to indicate speed is
apparent. It is possible that John Cameron or another artists from Currier and Ives
looked at Nelson directly. In similar comparisons, a print of the famous Hambletonian
with his owner, Rysdyk, is also somewhat idealized and refined from the photograph.
However, a print of the well known Goldsmith Maid is a very good likeness from
photographs, although she is shown in an excited state.
In another depiction, a drawing of "Nelson 2:11 lA, The King of the Stallions"
was made for Clark's Horse Review in 1895 and signed "Coty".107 Nelson is shown on
the track at Kankakee, Illinois in 1890 where he made the record described in the title.
He is depicted as a solid but smooth horse with flat croup. This drawing appears to be
more in line and, therefore, modelled after photographs or from seeing the horse in
person.
The most idealistic portrayal of Nelson by far was the oil painting by Scott
Leighton, who was known as "Portland's Horse Painter" (born 1847, died 1898).108 He
supplied Currier and Ives with studies and some drawings for lithographs, but it is
doubtful whether he did so for Nelson, as the lithograph is a closer resemblance to the
actual horse than Leighton's painting. The painting presents an Arab-like dark bay with
very fine and pleasing bone structure, an extremely concave Arab-type head profile,
arched neck, and delicate legs placed in a bucolic landscape. The portrait is so overly
flattering, it is inaccurate. Indeed, is very questionable as to whether this is actually a
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Racing Museum and Hall of Fame (Goshen, New York) collections.
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NELSON 2-.IVA. THE

KING OF STALLIONS.

Figure 5.17: Drawing of Nelson by Coty (Harness Racing Museum)

painting of Nelson, as the white markings on his legs do not match the photographs and
certainly the artist did not examine the horse closely.
When compared to available photographs of Nelson, it is clear that license has
been taken with the portrayal of the horse in Leighton's painting, Cameron's lithographs,
and, to a lesser extent, Coty's drawing. Leighton's painting works to emphasize
Nelson's thoroughbred and Arab background, at the same time making him appear more
aristocratic and finely bred, downplaying his Morgan heritage. Slanted portrayals of
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Figure 5.18: Nelson painting by Scott Leighton, likely mislabeled

individual horses to show characteristics of certain breeds would have acted to support
one side of an argument which often existed over the dominant breeding in many horses.
The motivations behind such a presentation would be more apparent if the history of
who commissioned the portrait was available, but the painting certainly was of no
detriment to Nelson's reputation. The Currier and Ives lithograph by Cameron is a more
accurate rendition of the horse, but still is idealized to show speed and power, the
ultimate achievement in sport and North American technological development.
Images of harness racing horses were often used for more than display purposes
and put to use in advertising, which was an important part of industrial culture. Pictures
of horses such as Nelson and Dan Patch were often used to market products, particularly
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those of Currier and Ives. An example of a harness racer used in a print advertisement
comes from the Bangor Daily Commercial in 1890 for "Old Honesty Plug" chewing
tobacco and shows a harness racer crossing the finish line (see Figure 5.19). The
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Figure 5.19: "Old Honesty Plug" advertisement from the
Baneor Daily Commercial (July 15, 1890)
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supremacy and the reliability of the harness racer is used to emphasize the values of the
tobacco.109
The cultural legacy of the harness racer continues through stories, song, and art.
One physical remnant of the image of the harness racer which has survived into the
twenty-first century are weathervanes featuring trotting horses which were, and are,
extremely popular. They were originally marketed as specific race horses and the
"Dexter stroke," which mimicked the gait of the famous horse, is apparent in the figure
of many weathervanes (see Figure 5.20).110 So the popular nineteenth century images of
harness racers can be seen gracing modern day barns and suburban homes. The rise of
the harness racer fit perfectly with cultural notions of financial success and technological
progress. The cultural aspect of the sport of harness racing was built upon mythological
foundations, and stories continued to be told about its heroes. For a time, one horse
called Nelson caught the imagination of a region. Many representations of the amazing
popularity of Nelson and others survive through lithographs and other visual
representations. December 3, 2009 marked the one hundred anniversary of Nelson's
death. Besides tangible legacies, the vision of the "Northern King" smoothly trotting
across the finish line to beat the clock and the roar of approval from the surrounding
crowd still travels across time in popular culture.
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Figure 5.20: Black Hawk weathervane (Comollo Antiques)
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Chapter 6: "Yankees" and "Bluenosers" at the Races:
Defining a Region Through Sport

Borders, divisions, and connections can be physical or intellectual. The borders
and regions created by the sport of harness racing were large and small, geographical
and social. Areas of cultural importance are not defined by arbitrary borders; they are
found across provinces, states, and nations.1 Harness racing in the Maritimes and New
England in the nineteenth century demonstrated the social and economic cohesion of the
region and helped to solidify group and personal identities. Social practices, such as
sport, help in the formation of personal and group identities. Identity can exist on many
levels: microcommunity, community, national, and international. The notion of
community in its many senses is evident in the sport of harness racing. Maine and new
Brunswick were in part an intellectual and physical region defined through harness
racing.
Harness racing works to illustrate a type of solidarity that can develop in a
region that spans both the United States and Canada. The eastern North American
origin and focus of the sport shows the character of the region. Harness racing was a
true colonial sport arising in eastern North America, unlike other popular North
American sports which were British imports.2 While it is widely acknowledged that the
'Stephen J. Hornsby, Victor A. Konrad, and James J. Herlan, The Northeastern
Borderlands: Four Centuries of Interaction. (Fredericton, New Brunswick: Acadiensis
Press, 1989).
2The
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sport of harness racing worked to express a New England mode of thinking, it also
helped the province of New Brunswick to form an identity unique from Central Canada
and Britain. The sport had grassroot origins in the region, and expanded to the level of
a major spectator sport by the last decades of the nineteenth century. Sport can be used
to further military, national or imperial goals, but harness racing fit well as an
expression of middle class goals in eastern North America.3 Indeed, the Maritime
Provinces and New England States had very much in common during the nineteenth
century, creating a social, economic, and sporting region. The links of the region were
only strengthened by developments in transportation in the second half of the nineteenth
century, which were linked to the new industrialism. Railways simplified travel not
only for harness racers and their spectators, but also for trade goods. Social and
economic connections were crystallized by transportation routes for both people and
goods. Local transportation developments in the form of street railways and public
hacks also facilitated the growth of harness racing as a spectator sport.
On a more local level, class position, social hegemony, and public morals were
formed amongst the numerous spectators of harness racing. A main loci for harness
racing in the region was agricultural exhibitions and fairs. The experience of the fair was
a modern expression of festive behaviour, as the agricultural fair became one of the most
important local festivals along with Dominion Day and Independence Day. The
highlight of the agricultural fairs were the harness races, drawing crowds often larger
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than found in the region today. At the races a wide range of social groups came
together, which worked to reinforce accepted social behaviour and social roles. At the
fair races, bourgeois gentility was at odds with the more rowdy antics traditionally
associated with horse races. On the surface, the Victorian manners appear to have
triumphed, but a deeper investigation of gambling activity is needed. Gambling was
certainly an integral part of harness racing, but very few sources exist to understand how
the activity functioned in the region. It is clear that harness racing became a key
expression of community and group identity. Harness racing patterns reflected social,
technological, and cultural patterns found in New Brunswick and Maine.
The people of New England and the Maritimes have had a long history of
interaction. The Maritime historian P.A. Buckner has written of the region's special
relationship noting that, "the things people have in common regardless of which side of
the border they live on are more important than the things that divide them and the
border is therefore either meaningless or an undesirable barrier to the free flow of
people, goods, and ideas."4 The interaction between people in the region dated to precolonial and colonial times with Natives and European settlers. It has been argued that
the Maritimes, like New England, became a part of Boston's mercantile network during
the "Age of Sail" and was under its social and economic influence, which Graeme Wynn
calls the "Fundy-Atlantic Axis."5 It is clear that significant movement occurred within
the region during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, particularly from the
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Maritimes to New England, due to economic and population pressure, allowing the
cultures to intermingle. During the latter nineteenth century the Maritimes suffered
from mass out-migration, largely to New England, further strengthening regional
connections.6 Both the Maritimers and New Englanders demonstrated similarities in
attitude and society; Maritimers and New Englanders were often described using the
same stereotypes and shared trends in material culture.7 While national borders were
clear by the end of the nineteenth century and citizens showed an awareness of their
respective nationality, research in harness racing shows that people in the Maritime
Provinces and New England were also very aware of their special connection.

Regional Sport: New Brunswick and Maine
Harness racing was a part of a sporting tradition which emphasized the
connection between the Maritimes and new England during the second half of the
nineteenth century and first half of the twentieth century. Other sports which have
proved demonstrative of the solidarity of the region include Colin Howell's studies of
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baseball, hunting, sailing, running, and rugby in the interwar period.8 Howell writes,
"For Maritimers, the sporting contact with New England seemed a continuing
manifestation of the relatively benign relationship that had existed over the years, one
characterized by economic interaction and the movement of peoples back and forth
across the border."9 The study of "peripheral" borderlands actually provides and
opportunity to focus on those creating the sports at the "grass roots" level.10 As well,
Greggory Macintosh Ross has shown boxing also displayed a unity between the
Maritimes and New England, solidifying the sporting region." Another example of a
sporting region comes from the Canadian-United States border in the northwest
featuring hockey.12 The social patterns outlined in these works is confirmed by the those
exhibited by harness racing contestants and spectators in the late nineteenth century.
What is important is how these sports speak to issues of nationalism, regionalism, and
identity.
Although divided by an international border, New Brunswick and Maine formed
a unique sporting region. Several large tracks functioned during the 1890s in both the
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province and the state, and horses travelled around the region to compete. Race tracks
usually appeared on the outside margins of towns, making them a liminal marker. By
the 1880s there was a New Brunswick harness racing circuit which met with varying
levels of popularity. Major tracks in New Brunswick during the second half of the
nineteenth century included Saint John, Fredericton, St. Stephen, Moncton, and
Newcastle. Evidence of a coordinated circuit of races comes from newspaper reports
from 1891 describing the annual meeting of the St. Stephen Driving Park. It was
mentioned that delegates from Fredericton, "will leave the City to attend a meeting of
the directors on Tuesday next to make arrangements for a circuit for fall meetings. W.P.
Flewelling, who has been a delegate the past two years will likely go this year if his
present illness will allow."13 Cooperation between the various New Brunswick tracks
was evident from this exchange. The Fredericton Park Association also held discussions
in 1891 over "the advisability of joining with the Driving Associations of St. John and
St. Stephen to form a circuit of races for the summer."14 The most developed harness
racing track in New Brunswick during the late nineteenth century was the Moosepath
Driving Park outside Saint John, New Brunswick on the Marsh Road. The first race
meeting of the Moosepath Driving Association was held August 23-1871, the same day
as the Great Anglo-Canadian rowing race between the Paris Crew and the Renforth
Crew of England on the Kennebecasis River, making the opening a significant event.
Horses attended the opening races from all three Maritime Provinces as well as the
United States. A poster advertising the event stated, "Many of the best citizens of St.
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John are

stockholders."15

After the opening of the Moosepath along with the Fredericton

Driving Park, New Brunswick was able to offer world class harness racing tracks,
thereby drawing competitors from around the Maritimes and the United States.
Maine had a well-founded circuit of tracks and races, both large and small, with
Bangor being the most important locale. A mile race track originally opened at Bangor,
Maine in 1855 and was owned by Abraham Woodard, but the track which made the
largest impact on the area was first known as "Maplewood Park", then "Bass Park", and
finally the "Bangor Historic Track".16 The Bangor Historic Track, which is on the
American National Historic Register, was built on land donated by Joseph P. Bass, a
former mayor, to the city of Bangor and was later named "Bass Park" in his honour.
The track was first called "Maplewood Park" after the hotel and trees also on the
property. The driving park was completed in August 1883 after four weeks of work,
supervised by Flavius O. Beal the Vice President of the Eastern Maine State Fair. The
middle of the track is marked by the grave of famous horse Ezra L., a Grand Circuit
competitor who died in 1896 after being campaigned around New England by his owner,
Ezra L. Sterns, the Secretary of the Eastern Maine State Fair. Along with Bass, Beal and
Sterns provided the impetus for the founding of the track. Bass had a barn built by the
Buck Street entrance in 1887, which was used by the famous Nelson during the fair.
Livestock came to the park via the Maine Central Railway, making good use of modern
transportation. At the entrance to the backstretch was located "Press Row" for reporters
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covering the fair, an important aspect of the creation of harness racing as a mass sport.17
The Park also featured foot races, bicycle races, thoroughbred races, and baseball
games, which was common among driving parks during the nineteenth century.
Maplewood hosted the largest race meets in Maine, amply supported by the people of
Bangor, who "until the last race had been trotted... would eat, breathe and talk trotting
and fair non stop."18
When the Bangor races were reviewed in a Fredericton newspaper, New
Brunswick horses are specifically discussed. For example, Fredericton's Daily Gleaner
reported, "Frank Nelson, a St. John horse, was distanced in the first heat. Speculation of
St. John, Geo. Carvill's pet, won the 2:31 class... Sir Charles took first prize in the
stallion competition."19 In the same section, the breaking of the world's stallion pacing
record by Direct at Independence, Ohio is noted, showing the outward view of the
sporting public in Fredericton. Reporting by daily newspapers allowed local enthusiasts
to follow races in a timely manner without travelling to far-flung tracks.
Horses regularly crossed the national border to compete on foreign tracks. There
are indications that rules were in place in various periods which inhibited cross-border
racing by limiting the amount of time foreign race horses were allowed to remain in
either Canada or the United States.20 However, throughout the nineteenth century
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American and Canadian horses travelled to compete. The tracks near the CanadianAmerican border particularly showed exchange between competitors and officials. For
example, in 1891 the Carleton County Agricultural Society held races at Woodstock,
New Brunswick and the judges included one man from Houlton, Maine and one from
Caribou, Maine. It was also noted that the "Farmer's race" was won by a horse from
Fort Fairfield, Maine.21 A combined Maine and New Brunswick Harness Racing
Circuit was established officially between the years 1921 and 1930 and included
Fredericton, Woodstock, Saint John, Moncton, Holton, Presque Isle, Bangor, and
Skowhegan.22 The popularity of harness racing in the region continued through the first
part of the twentieth century. The international circuit was made possible by reliable,
swift transportation in the form of railways.

On the Rail: New Modes of Transportation
Harness racing always had a strong connection with transportation, the sport
itself having evolved from a form of transportation which flourished when roads
improved in the region. The railway certainly had an influence on the development of
the sport; spectator travel and attendance, horse and driver transport, and race track
locations and meetings could all be affected by the railway. With the introduction of
railways longer meets were created, allowing for racing outside local circuits.23 The
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Maritime Province's connection to New England was facilitated in the latter nineteenth
century by the development of a more sophisticated transportation network.
Horse racing historians John Tolston and Wray Vamplew have argued that the
effect of the railway on horse racing was not as far reaching as previously thought.24
People were already going to the races in large numbers before trains in early nineteenth
century England and rail companies just capitalized on the activity with special trains
and rates. In England, however, the function of railways in horse racing did not really
catch on until they were in place for fifty years, but they did eventually develop such a
strong connection that many races were sponsored by railway companies. In the
Maritimes, railway development stimulated general economic development; economic
expansion followed where the railway was layed. Communities vied for railway lines to
come through their towns through political means to expand their local business.25
Clearly, the railway was more essential to the emergence of the racing industry in the
Northeast region, as the size of population centres and distances between them required
the owners to travel long distances to succeed in the industry.
Railways were in competition with each other in the Northeast region of North
America, but the Grand Trunk and Canadian Pacific and the Intercolonial were
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particularly important for local

traffic.26

The Intercolonial Railway was part of the

Canadian Confederation agreement and statistics show it was indeed a high traffic
railway and helped to hold down the rates of other railways with its low and flexible
freight rate structure.27 The problems with the IC was its circuitous route and
competition from other railways, and it struggled to make a profit.28 The various
railways offered options for transporting horses for sales, breeding, and racing.
Railway transport offered both comforts and dangers for horses. Prior to the
advent of railcars that could accommodate horses, they had to be ridden, driven, or
shipped by water to race meets. Of course, the horse would not usually arrive at the
meet in top condition, so the railway was an excellent method of transport for harness
racers. However, accidents did happen. A headline in the Daily Gleaner on October
25,1890 read, "Six Horses Escape From the Charge of their owners by Jumping from a
Car." The article went on to say, "When No. 5 freight train arrived here [Saint John]
today it had on board only seven horses out of thirteen shipped on the car at Point de
Chene. The others jumped off near Plumsweep. They belonged to a man named
Cleves. It is reported that five have been captured near Sussex."29 A year later, the
newspaper reported that a harness gelding called Dean owned by Captain Barker was
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"rapidly recovering from the accident he met with when being carred to [Chatham]."30
Along with the risk of accident in train transport there was also a higher chance of the
spread of equine disease because of close quarters and lack of sterilization of the cars
after use. The horse cars on trains could be very well outfitted for important animals
such as, "The special stable car of the Vanderbilts which has passed through this city,
carrying their horses to Bar Harbour is a rolling establishment embracing more comforts
for its equine occupants than the average mortal was favoured with twenty-five years
ago."31
The railway certainly aided in the transport of harness horses for the purposes of
racing, trade, and breeding. For example, Hampton, New Brunswick harness racer
breeder George Otty shipped his mare back from Truro, Nova Scotia in 1882, a distance
of approximately 300 kilometres, after being bred to a stallion there, and the trip took
just over seven hours.32 Horses coming from farther afield travelled by a combination
of train and steamboat. Another New Brunswick breeder, Hugh McMonagle of Sussex
Vale, imported a stallion called Greyling through Boston, Massachusetts in 1881. The
horse left Boston on February 1, then steamed to Falmouth, Nova Scotia, arriving
February 7. The next day Greyling left by rail and arrived at Sussex on February 9.33
McMonagle had less luck with another stallion called Zebedee bought from New York
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who died in transport in Boston in December of

1875.34

It is apparent that

transportation of harness racers by train was very common in the late nineteenth
century.
The regional railways of Maine and New Brunswick offered special rates for
horses and spectators attending harness racing events, showing their mutually
beneficially relationship with harness racing. Horses going to the Bangor, Maine Fair
were offered special rates through the MCKR, WCKy Co, B&A Railroad which acted
as an incentive for harness racers to attend the event. Under the transportation section
of the regulations of the Maine Fair it was stated that "Horses entered for racing only..
. will be transported over above Railroads at one fare for round trip, no refund of
charges to the Fair being made and no charges assessed on the return from Fair to
original point of shipment. Attendants or persons in charge, limited to one person for
each shipment, will be entitled to free passage both ways. No attendant will be
permitted with less carload shipments of live stocks other than horses."35
Spectators were also often offered special train ticket prices and routes to attend
races. As early as 1868 a special train ran from Saint John to Sussex, New Brunswick
for the harness races featuring the famous Black Hawk Morgan, embarking at 8:30 in
the morning and leaving Sussex at 7:00 pm. At that time entrance to the track was
twenty five cents, with an extra twenty-five cents for a horse and carriage.36 In the
early 1880s, horse races were the featured event of the Exhibition at Saint John, New
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Brunswick and the Fredericton Railway Company offered special tickets for the

trip.37

The New Brunswick Railway also had special excursion trips from Fredericton to
Woodstock, New Brunswick "to attend the races on the pleasure grounds."38 Excursion
tickets were offered by the Railway to the Eastern Maine State Fair at Bangor from
various locations in New Brunswick and Maine in 1890 at the following rates,
"Edmunston $6.50, St. Leonards $6.00, Grand Falls $5.75, Presque Isle $6.00, Caribou
$5.75, Fort Fairfield $5.50, Houlton $4.50, Woodstock $4.50, St. Stephen $4.50, St.
Andrews $4.50, Fredericton $4.50, Fairville, Carleton, St. John $4.50" which also
included a coupon of admission to the Fair.39
Locally, spectators often needed transportation directly to the track, as they were
often located on the outskirts of town. Hackney cabs, omnibuses, and new streetcars
could fill this need. It was made known in Fredericton that Thomas Wheeler would run
hacks from Marysville to Fredericton to the races on May 25,1890. Hacks would leave
at all hours of the day, with "one leaving the city as another arrives."40 In 1899 the
newly electrified Street Railway in Bangor started a route to Maplewood Park from
West Market Square.41 In Saint John, New Brunswick during the 1880s, people had a
particularly difficult time getting to the racing park, "The races at Moosepath attracted
many visitors, but the opportunity of reaching this Park was very poor, and the livery
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stable men must have coined money in

consequence."42

The Moosepath Park was

located three miles from the city on the "Marsh Road" next to a branch of the E. & N.A.
Railway.43 By 1890 a special train was running from Fredericton to the Saint John
Exhibition.44 The railway route, in this case, was actually caused directly by interest in
harness racing. Harness racing provided to business to both railways in the region and
local suppliers of public transport. In turn, the more efficient transportation allowed the
numbers of harness racing spectators in the regions to swell.

The Roar of the Crowd: Importance of the Spectator
A key aspect of modern sport is the participation of spectators. Horse racing
was very significant in the transition from traditional sport to modern, organized
spectator sports because it had always been popular with spectators.45 A great deal of
historiography has examined many aspects of British and North American racing, and
some of the most recent social history on racing culture focusses on its cross-class
popularity among spectators. In his most recent monograph, Mike Huggins writes, "At
a racecourse the top and the bottom of the social hierarchy shared a similar experience,
and experienced certain vicarious pleasure in travelling up and down the social ladder
for the day. Race meetings provided a space for social play, where mobility was
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possible."46

"Race day" often became a common holiday for the working, middle, and

upper classes. As in Britain, North America experienced changes in the structure of
horse racing during the nineteenth century as it transformed to a modern sport through
popular spectatorship.
Spectators' interests helped to change the face of harness racing starting in the
middle of the nineteenth century. Industrialization offered extended leisure time to city
dwellers, and races, which were originally supported by rural groups, became organized
urban events through the creation of driving associations. Keith Sandiford writes, "To
the majority, the stadium serves as a refuge of escape from the daily routine of home
and work."47 The enclosure of race courses and charging of gate money commercialized
this leisure activity, and the extension of streetcars and railways from the city to the
courses gave common access to the races. A closed course allowed the procurement of
income and control of spectators, making the sport more organized.48 "Hippodroming"
was a practice where well-known horses would travel around to various tracks for match
races and to attempt records; hippodroming attracted large crowds and upped gate
receipts.49 "Matinee races" also were held which usually offered free admission and
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were a grass roots expression of the

sport.50

Mile long harness tracks fell out of favour

to a preference for half mile tracks, as the mile tracks were too expensive to build, took
up large amounts of land, and spectators could not follow the races as well as on a
shorter track. Harness races were watched by mass audiences during the nineteenth
century, drawing the community into a group experience and participation in the sport
in a world where a sense of community was being obscured by industrialism.
The mass popularity of the sport among spectators was evident in the Maritimes
and New England. At Saint John's Moosepath Park on September 25,1890 harness
races were witnessed by 2,000 people.51 Another report from July 1889 counted 200 as
"slim attendance."52 However, in October 1890 a crowd of 200 at the Fredericton
Driving Park was called "good attendance", although it was complained that the races
were unexciting and "poorly contested", marking the smaller nature of that track.53
Newspapers in New Brunswick and Maine were keen to report on attendance at harness
races with approximate numbers of spectators often relayed back to the public. From
such reports it appears that in Fredericton during the 1890s harness racing was the most
popular spectator sport in the city, even above baseball which often got second billing to
harness races run in conjunction with tournaments.
Class and gender were important factors in the make up of spectators in horse
racing. In England, although the race crowd involved all ranks of society, there were
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still social barriers in place and "attendance at the local meeting reminded the
community who was at its head."54 Vamplew asserts that flat racing, unlike harness
racing, had low middle class attendance, with the bulk of the crowd coming from the
working class.55 Harness racing in North America indeed attracted the middle class.
Saturday races aided working class spectators, who also attended the races. In a race
between Robbie Lee and Lincoln Lass in July 1891 at the Fredericton park it was
explained that, "The race will be brought on late in the afternoon, and thus give a
chance for those who are busy during the afternoon to take in some of the heats."56
Ladies' attendance was also an oft commented upon element of racing. The attendance
of women was encouraged with free admissions in hopes of keeping races gentile. The
Fredericton Driving Park often used this approach: "At all the races during the season,
ladies were admitted free, and the result was that large numbers of the fair sex graced
the Park during the meetings, and it is believed that this will tend to popularize the
sport."57 The attendance of women added to the respectability of the races.
Race organizers also tried to promote the ideals of temperance and make the
event respectable. In May 1891 a temperance parade preceded horse races in
Fredericton.58 The betting and drinking traditionally associated with horse races was at
odds with popular social ideals of the nineteenth century. Drinking was contrary to the
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creation of good workers, and industrial employers tried to dissuade such activities.
Certainly it appears from the historical record that drinking and gambling were not
practised with such fervour as in flat races of earlier times. For the promoters of
harness racing respectability was an important impression to convey, and it was noted
after the trotting races in Bathurst, New Brunswick that "The day passed very
pleasantly, very few rows having taken place."59 The rationality and control of the
industrial age permeated the sport of harness racing. There were, however, suggestions
that efforts were not completely successful as spectators were repeatedly reminded to
behave themselves, and gambling could never be eliminated from horse racing and
tended to add an uncontrolled aspect to the sport.

What are the Odds?: The Place of Gambling
Gambling is a integral part of horse racing, both among spectators and
competitors. Vamplew contends that gambling and horse racing had a "symbiotic
relationship".60 The associated gambling made horse racing more appealing to the
masses, hence the continued popularity of the sport throughout many times and places.
It is, however, difficult to determine the prevalence of gambling involved with harness
racing, particularly in New Brunswick and Maine. The lack of evidence is due to the
controversial position gambling held in late nineteenth century society; there is no doubt
there was gambling going on at harness races in the region, but it was not widely
discussed.
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Gambling held a contradictory position in nineteenth century society; it was
widespread, but criticized on several fronts by religious and social reformers. Gambling
was often viewed as a vice, and it does appear that much of the disorder and violence at
horse races usually stemmed from cheating and "welshers" in gambling deals. Harness
racing was not as connected with vice in the popular mind as was flat racing. Harness
racing always seemed to keep an air of respectability, a sought after virtue of the middle
class which pushed the growth of the sport.
In another contradiction, the general public had more disposable income in the
late nineteenth century due to industrialization to spend on gambling, but gambling was
against the Victorian work ethic. Upper class betting was tolerated, but working class
betting was persecuted until it was commercialized as it was thought to lessen the
productivity of workers.61 Horse racing did tend to hold a special status among betting
as more acceptable than other forms because it tended to be viewed as a more
rationalized or scientific form of gambling, as opposed to casino gambling. With the
right information and background, people theoretically have a better chance of picking
the winner than by random means, which tied in with the rationality of the nineteenth
century.62
Gambling in Canada was a contentious issue throughout the nineteenth century
into the twentieth century. Suzanne Morton writes of gambling in Canada, "until 1969
virtually all forms of public gambling were illegal in Canada .... what we take for
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granted today was a source of public debate and moral ambivalence."63 Forms of
gambling were allowed for charitable fundraising along with other exceptions;
conflicting views on the practice resulted it various laws and it was never completely
illegal. Horse racing was more accepted than other forms of gambling because it had a
justified purpose according to the colonial elite, "imperial worldview regarded the
breeding and racing quality of Canadian thoroughbreds as a vital contribution to the
British Empire military superiority."64 Gambling was mainly a federal Criminal Code
debate, but also it was also a serious topic on the local level in Canada.
Horse racing gambling was either organized by private bookmakers or "bookies"
who took bets from the public, or though the later "pari-mutuel" betting run by the
track. "Pari-mutuel", meaning "between ourselves" in French, was a system of betting
invented by Pierre Oiler in Paris 1865 which quickly became very popular. In parimutuel betting, those in a pool who chose the first three finishers share in the bets once
the management fee is taken out. Bookmakers continued to dominate over pari-mutuels
in North America until the twentieth century.65 It was not until 1914 in Canada that
bookmakers were replaced by parimutuel machine.66 No evidence has emerged of
bookmakers for harness racing in New Brunswick or Maine and organized gambling
seemed to be of a latent nature in Fredericton, although racing updates and tips were
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given regularly in the local press.
Part of the role of the sporting press was to provide racing tips, presumably for
use in betting besides appeasing the general interest of the public. Regular updates on
race horses were certainly given in Fredericton's Daily Gleaner. Horse racing depends
on the perception that it is honest, but people also believe that if they have inside
information that they have a better chance of winning.67 A sample of the type of cryptic
references to betting tips and oblique mentions of gambling is evident in a May 1890
item.
In consequence of the past two nights being wet, and the track
in bad condition, the trotters have had a let up; but last evening
the weather was fine, the track, like some bowling alley, and the
attendance of trotters so dense that it required fourteen men and
an opera glass to count them. Mr. George, Mr. Flewelling and
Mr. Thompson had several lively brushes, but the little chestnut
seemed to have too much speed; but like the man that would go
in if $200 were hung up, there are some that want to bet $200
that he don't win on the 25th.
Mr. Adams, Mr. Pepper, Mr. Cox, Mr. Keirstead, and Mr. Rose,
participants for the 25th, scored many times and had lots of
brushes down the back track, and when they swung into the
stretch it was anybody's race, and so it remained, for the boys
are getting very foxy and don't want to show their speed until
the 25th.
Many others were out and succeeded in having a good time, if
they didn't down the watch, and we trust that these may continue
for this is the kind of fun that puts life and interest into the
sporting public, and makes them go down in their pockets and
produce the material that keeps it going ...
Private trials are in order now as the average smart one thinks, for
quite a number of them were out to the track yesterday morning
at an early hour to see one of the participants in the 40 race for the
25th get a trial; but after waiting around for some time, were
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informed that they had courted the charms of Morpheus too
long, and they went away sad at heart for they thought they
had missed seeing a wonderful trial.68
The secrecy of the drivers and trainers in Fredericton indicates a high level of
competition and strategy in racing. Also, the regular appearance of these reports in the
Daily Gleaner would have helped gamblers to make decisions if they did not make it to
the track to watch the horses train in person.
There was also a gambling element for owners who paid to enter in races,
especially stakes races where large amount of money were put up to enter. Owners and
supporters also would likely have made side wagers and bets on their horses. As a way
of coping with the vagaries of luck, preparation rituals, such as using a particular
harness for "luck" or keeping to a particular warm up routine for the horse, were
adhered to as a way of dealing with a chance among horse owners and trainers.69
Whatever the preparation or tips and information collected before the race, the outcome
of each race was still very unpredictable.

Going to the Fair: Harness Racing at Regional Fairs
The expansion of transportation networks, the popularity of harness racing as a
spectator sport, and the rise of the agricultural fair all came together in the late
nineteenth century on the Eastern Seaboard to create a significant cultural event.
Harness racing was valuable to fair organizers to draw in crowds once they realized the
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sport's appeal, "In the fifties, when New England fairs began to add trotting races to
their programmes, a few objected until they saw the increased attendance and
enthusiasm of the spectators."70 Bringing in harness racing did raise moral concerns in
some areas. Some agriculturalists also believed that the races distracted from the
exhibits, and it was debatable as to whether the harness racing had anything to do with
agriculture.71 Horses were often bred on rural farms, but much of the racing and
training took place in towns and cities. The races were therefore often termed "trials
of speed"and replaced the plowing matches which had been featured events at fairs.72
Agricultural fairs and trotting races served each other; the races drew an audience to the
fair and the fair provided a venue for the sport.73
Harness racing was a major feature of fairs held in Fredericton and Saint John,
New Brunswick and Lewiston and Bangor, Maine. The local fair and racing have
always had a connection in Fredericton, starting in 1827 when the Provincial Cattle
Show used the Fredericton Race Course as a location, even though races were not held
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Spencer has started work on the subject of harness racing, fairs, and New
Brunswick in his Master's Thesis, "The Carleton County Agricultural Society,
Exhibition, and Harness Racing, 1842- 1939," University of New Brunswick (April
2008). Spencer contends that harness racing was accepted as part of agricultural fairs in
the mid nineteenth century and blossomed in the early twentienth century because of the
sport's ability to bring in spectators and income. Moral objections were also overcome
by the association between racing contests and improved horse breeding.
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in association with the event at the

time.74

The New Brunswick Provincial Exhibition

was held until 1883, sponsored by the Board of Agriculture with the goal of increasing
the agricultural sector of the economy, also had the affect of aiding in the expansion of
the sport of harness racing. Sussex Vale became the first Exhibition board to hold
trotting racing as part of the event, using the railway to transport horses, in 1861.75 The
York County Agricultural Society offered to build a permanent exhibition building in
Fredericton, which opened on October 4,1864.76 The 1890 Fredericton Fair opened
with trotting races on the Park Association Grounds including a trotting exhibition mile
of the bay stallion Allie Clay, owned by C.R. Bill, for a special purse.77 A report came
from the Saint John Exhibition in September 1890 announcing that the expanding stock
show would henceforth be held at the Moosepath Driving Park.78 In that year, 35,000
people attended the Exhibition, making it a financial success. The highlight of the event
was when the stallion Edgardo lowered the Maritime Provinces trotting record, breaking
the Moosepath record in the process with a 2.27 XA mile.79
Similarly, the Maine State Fair was a large event. A colour poster of Maine
State Agricultural Fair held at Lewiston in 1895 captured the vivacity of the fair and
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Figure 6.1: Details from Maine State Fair poster, Maine State Museum Archives
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also the centrality of harness racing. It features a large detailed scene of a raceway and
fairgrounds. A trotting race is in progress between 12 horses of all colours, with men,
women, children, and carriages watching from the centre of the track, as well as a large
packed grandstand. The top of the poster is graced by an insignia of a horse's head with
a driving whip behind it (see Figure 6.1).80 Bangor split from the Maine State Fair to
host the Eastern Maine State Fair. Joseph Bass, the founder of Maplewood Park, the
location of the Fair, was also the President of the event from 1883 to 1895. He was the
owner/ publisher of the newspaper the Bangor Daily Commercial as well,
demonstrating the frequent connection between newspapermen and the sport of harness
racing. Vice President of the Fair, F.O. Beal, raced horses frequently and secretary Ezra
L. Stern's horse Ezra L. was famous.81 Purses for events at the Fair did not increase
greatly from 1883 to 1914, the biggest change being that more harness races were open
to pacers.82 All the major fairs in the New Brunswick- Maine region had strong
connections to harness racing by 1890.
Another venue in which harness racing horses were present at regional
agricultural fairs was in the livestock competitions. Many stock classes were offered
featuring harness horses, called "American bred trotters", outside of the races
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themselves.83

In this sense, there was a connection between racing horses and

improving stock, and some animals competed in both the races and the stock show.
Pedigree became extremely important in the judging of harness horse stock classes. A
percentage of each horse's score was based on its pedigree. As indicated in the rules of
the Eastern Maine State Fair, "No credit will be given for pedigree unless the breeding
be indicated on the entry card. The sire of the dam must be given as well as the
grandsire on the male side; also the breeding of the grand dams on both sides, if
possible. In no other way can credit for pedigree value be figured accurately. 'Dam, a
Messenger.' or 'Said to be a Knox,' carries no value, and can have no credit."84 Other
points were given for trotting records and conformation.85 Separate classes were held
for Gentleman's Driving Horses in which it was stipulated that entered horses had to be
over four years of age, 950 pounds, and 15 hands tall. Stallions and pacers were barred
from the competition, with "Road action, style, disposition, endurance, etc. to be
especially considered."86 They were shown hitched to a wagon and driven a half mile
by their owner, reinforcing the amateur side of the sport. The Fairs supported the
development of the Standardbred breed with prizes and a venue for displaying models
of the breed.
Harness racers within the region often competed at fairs outside of their
83List
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immediate location, crossing the international border. At the 34th Eastern Maine State
Fair in 1917, horses from Fredericton and Sussex, New Brunswick and Sydney, Nova
Scotia competed in the harness races.87 The attendance of Maritime horses at the
Eastern Maine State Fair was not only a twentieth century occurrence, however. In
1890 the Fair offered 16 races and followed the rules of the National Trotting
Association. It was stated that the "Association will add $50 for colts and fillies owned
in Maine and the Maritime Provinces" entered in particular races and three races were
set aside for horses "owned in the New England States and Maritime Provinces".88 As
suggested, Maine and the Maritimes were seen as one area when it came to harness
racing in the eyes of the organizers. As Maine harness racing historian Clark P.
Thompson wrote, "Since it was felt that the people of the Provinces had much to share
with the people of eastern Maine, especially in the way of horse and cattle breeding,
every accommodation was made to assist them in attending the fair."89
For participants and attendees, fairs were a place where identities and order were
negotiated. The fairs of the late nineteenth century in eastern North America reinforced
modern social values using an older tradition of community festival. It is said that the
old cycle agrarian feast days and festivals were wiped out in the Industrial Revolution,
but the fair filled some of the role of seasonal events and entertainments with its own
brand of cultural activity. Old agri-religious seasonal festivals were replaced by the
racing calender with new secular focus on time and precision. Like large early modern
87Ibid.
88Baneor
89Clark
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festivals, nineteenth century agricultural fairs were held in towns or cities and happened
on the border where urban and rural came together. The "right of reversal" found in the
early modern festival and carnival was not really found at the agricultural fair, but the
characteristic of distinguishing "otherness" was important, and shown in community
harness racing rivalries.90 As well, the use of a procession or parade was an important
part of both festivals and fairs. The traditional festival was an expression of youth and
the working class, ruled by overtones of food, violence, and sex. The agricultural fair
was based on commerce, science, and propriety. Carnivals usually featured ritualized
or actual physical conflict between social groups; the intense interest in harness racing
at modern fairs could be seen as a replacement for the traditional ritual warring,
particularly when horses from different communities were pitted against each other.91
Late nineteenth century harness racing at the fairs was ruled by adult males and
the middle class making it a very modern pursuit. While in traditional festivals the
normally marginalized sectors of society ruled, harness racing at the fair was dominated
by the newly powerful Protestant bourgeosie; the difference here was in a concentration
on the middle part of society rather than the very top and bottom of the hierarchy.
Although social roles at fair harness races were not reinforced subversively as in
festivals, the roles and rules of nineteenth century society were clearly enacted in the
format of races and the behaviour of spectators. Carnivals were centred on the
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upturning of order, while harness racing was the embodiment of order celebrating the
mastery over and perfection of nature. Fairs became the modern substitution for
traditional festivals, and expressed what was important in a society which valued
industrialism and progress. Harness racing at fairs acted as both a barometer of society
and a method of disseminating social values. Fairs showed that modernization,
nationalization, and formalization of leisure spelled the death of traditional festivals, but
that celebrations were transformed along with society.92
During festive occasions, harness racing could become an expression of
nationalism. Another common time during the year for harness races to be held was on
civic holidays in both Canada and the United States. Like older festivals, the modern
civic holidays such as Victoria Day, celebrated in Canada in late May, became a place
where social groups fought for cultural supremacy. Since the seventeenth century in
England, royal and national holidays had replaced religious and saints' days as the most
important holidays and this pattern was continued in colonial Canada. In Woodstock,
Ontario team sports dominated civic holidays and horse racing the agricultural fair,
while in Fredericton horse racing was featured along side team sport for holidays in
addition to agricultural fairs.93 Nancy Bouchier's findings from a study of harness races
in Woodstock, Ontario were completely different from the function of the sport in
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Fredericton. She suggests that "Although Woodstock's urban population relied as
heavily upon horses as their rural counterparts did, horses and horse interest ostensibly
held no role in symbolic representations of the town leaders vision of their urban
corporate community."94 Certainly harness horses in Fredericton were used as
representations of the community. Harness racing was of such importance in
Fredericton that is was an all-year concern besides being specially featured at fairs and
civic holidays. Frederictonians regularly held a day of sport on Dominion Day, July 1.
In 1891 the festivities included baseball and lacrosse games as well as harness races.
"There will be two closely contested horse races, and perhaps a third," the Daily
Gleaner reported, "but the two now decided will bring the best horses in the city and
vicinity, and prove very interesting to the lovers of this class of sport."95 Special
excursion rates for trains and steamers were offered for those wishing to attend from
other parts of the region. Many did attend; as noted in the Daily Gleaner, "The crowd
was steadily increasing and when the first race was called, the grand stand was full, a
large number were sweltering near the ball grounds and the track fence was lined with
all classes from the grand stand to the stable entrance."96 After the event, it was
reported that, "All the streets were thronged yet it was a quiet crowd. There were no
disturbances and few were drunk. The day was passed pleasantly and soberly,"
emphasizing the importance of sobriety.97 Harness races were again held the following
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year, and the paper wrote, "It is hoped they may be successful as without some such
sport as this Fredericton would have a dull Dominion Day."98 It is not surprising that
harness racing would be key in Fredericton's national celebrations, as it was an activity
which aroused local pride and community spirit.
National identity created through sport in Canada has recently been offered a
new perspective by Gillian Poulter in Becoming Native in a Foreign Land: Sport Visual
Culture, and Identity in Montreal, 1840-1885." Poulter examines the appropriation of
Habitant and aboriginal activities by British immigrants such as snowshoeing, hunting,
and lacrosse which were adapted through modern, British ideologies to create a new
Canadian image. Harness racing offers a view of the East Coast during the same period
and also of a colonial-based, nostalgic sport which helped defined identity. However,
harness racing was more representative of regional identity than Canadian nationalism,
but it could be seen as a manifestation of Maritime nationalism.
The American counterpart to Dominion Day was the Fourth of July or
Independence Day. In 1882 the people of Fredericton and Woodstock, New Brunswick
were invited to Calais, Maine's Fourth of July celebrations, which featured trotting
races.100 The seasonal schedule of the United States influenced the activities in New
Brunswick in other ways; in 1890 the Fredericton Driving Park decided to follow the
United States custom and open the harness racing season earlier with a free afternoon of
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music and other sports which had "now become a very popular method of opening up a
season."101 American and Canadian harness racing traditions were influencing one
another.
A common holiday between the countries was Christmas. Interestingly, there
was a strong tradition of harness racing on Christmas Day in Fredericton. In 1891
harness racing fans were let down by the weather. "There was of course no chance
yesterday for the owners of flyers to exercise their pets, and horsemen and admirers of
horseflesh were disappointed," the Gleaner reported, "They had looked forward to a
busy and interesting day of trotting .... So anxious were some to get a few of the fast
ones together that they thought in the morning of making a track on the river ice, and
actually went down and cut a hole through to measure the thickness of the ice and
would then have made the track had they been encouraged by some of the other
owners."85 It was noted that on Christmas week the tradition was to harness race from
Government House down Brunswick or King Street.86

Community Spirit and the Harness Racer
Community spirit evolves from regional and civic identity, and it found a strong
expression in local sporting representatives of harness racing. Local spirit worked on
more than one level, which was apparent in New Brunswick and Maine harness racing.
Group identity could be found amongst a region, state, province, town, or village. In
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the broadest sense of community, New Brunswickers often allied themselves with
harness horses from Maine, feeling a sporting connection to the equine stars of the state.
Local newspapers in New Brunswick frequently published information on Maine race
horses. For example, the front page of the Fredericton Daily Gleaner on September 11,
1890 states, "Interest in the pedigree of Allerton, the fast stallion, who has just beaten
the time of our own Nelson, has increased considerably since his recent great
performance."87 Nelson was a renowned race horse from Waterville, Maine during
the1890s, but is claimed as "our own" in the New Brunswick paper. The article also
points out that the new champion Allerton's pedigree traces to Maine mares. Mentally,
Maine and New Brunswick was seen as a sporting region for harness racing.
Although at times New Brunswickers were unified in their support of Maine
horses as well as horses from anywhere in New Brunswick when they competed in the
United States, there is good evidence in the province of municipal competition,
especially between the cities of Fredericton and Saint John. When Fredericton horses
went to compete at the Moosepath Park in Saint John, it was always recorded in
Fredericton's Daily Gleaner. For example, in September 1890 the harness racers Bessie
Clay, Harry M., and Sporter, Jr. travelled to Saint John; "This is Fredericton's
contribution to the Moosepath races, and it is believed that they will give a good
account of themselves," reported the Gleaner on the Fredericton horses.88 Digs directed
toward Saint John also appeared the paper, which was quick to note, "Strangers present
on the bank of the river dispersed with opinion that the local flyers are good ones and
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not surrounded with fog like the flying in the sister St. John" while watching the harness
racers on the ice.89 It was even claimed that Saint John men had "shown sporting
misconduct and 'run on' Fredericton in sporting matters, therefore will not be invited [to
a sporting day in Fredericton]" although details of the incident that merited this censure
were not given.90 In 1880 Fredericton proposed a day of sport to which the people of St.
Stephen, New Brunswick, Woodstock, New Brunswick, and Calais, Maine were invited;
perhaps Saint John was purposely excluded, but it may have been that towns from the
immediate area only were invited. The comment made in the city newspaper at the time
read, "Fredericton has been so far deprived of her day's sport. Her boating men,
horsemen, walkers, runners and athletes generally are just spoiling for a chance to
exhibit their prowess; and no one will deny that denuded of their demoralizing aspects
manly sports should be encouraged,"91 a statement which fits readily with Victorian
attitudes toward sport. Frederictonians were always eager to compare their horses to
those of outsiders, the anthropological "other". New Brunswick cities contrasted their
identities through sport. The Daily Gleaner described the spirited mood of the citizens
in anticipation of an upcoming harness racing meet, "Already much speculation is rife
respecting the entries for the race in this city. The purses are good sized ones, and it is
expected that some good outside horses will be present. The best local horses will be in
the races and some of them are now being fitted. It would add very much to the
enjoyment if outside horses show up, as Fredericton horsemen think they can take the
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wind out of the sails of all that may come. A fair field and no favour, is the motto, and
the races will be run on their merits."92
Local rivalries also existed around the environs of Fredericton. A reference, also
from the Daily Gleaner, demonstrates that there was even a strong competition between
horses owned and trained in the city and those from neighbouring communities:
"Should the fall meeting, which will take place whether there is an exhibition or not,
bring out a fair purse there will be several dark horses appear that are now lying low in
the vicinity. City horses will not have it all their own way, that may be taken as an
assumed fact."93 During another race in 1891, residents of Marysville, a mill town
outside Fredericton, came to support a horse from the town called Robbie Lee. As well,
people from the community of Lincoln came to see the mare Lincoln Lass and
Frederictonians put their weight behind another mare, Nell. When Robbie Lee was
withdrawn because his driver fell out during a heat, "Nell and Lincoln Lass came out
alone. The fun had gone out of it, and all the Marysville folk went home." In another
article entitled "Flyers Over the River: What May be Expected of the Horsemen on the
Eastern Side of the River" the local competition is sussed out; "Now that the winter
season is at hand," the Gleaner reported, "and good snow roads are expected daily it
might be of interest to the sporting fraternity of Fredericton to know what the east side
of the river will produce in the way of speed this winter." William Gibson had bought a
mare from Saint John and she was "very fast when hung out, and will help to keep up
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the reputation of the flourishing town of

Marysville."94

Identity created through sport existed on a community level and identity was
created through the sport of harness racing. The support of harness racers on a regional,
city, or small town levels shows that people could be members of various communities
at the same time. Racing horses created passion among spectators which sparked a
sense of group identity.

Conclusion
New Brunswick and Maine formed a sporting region with a similar outlook and
goals with regards to harness racing. Connections within this region were aided by the
presence of newly established railway routes, allowing the easy travel of racers and
spectators alike. It was the involvement of the spectator which made the sport of
harness racing socially significant. The large number of spectators that attended races
created a forum for social interaction and reinforcement of cultural values. Within the
interactions surrounding harness racing, gambling was an important issue of cultural
debate. The locale of social interactions was often found at the agricultural fairs of the
region in which harness racing was the centrepiece of activity. Fairs, festivities, and
holidays were times of cultural expression, and in both Maine and New Brunswick
harness racing was central to these social celebrations. The characteristics of harness
racing obviously expressed a key movement of progress with nostalgia at the centre of
society. Harness racing was also important in the celebration of national and local
pride. In the framework of horse racing, group identities were formed and existed on

-Daily Gleaner. December 15, 1890.
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multiple levels. Harness racing was important in defining region, community, and
group identity in Maine and New Brunswick and reflected the societal changes of the
late nineteenth century.
Figure 6. 2: Bangor Historic Track (author's photographs)
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Conclusion: Harness Racing Into Modernity

Harness racing was emblematic of the emerging industrial society in which it
was popularized in the late nineteenth century. The sport was refined and honed in
North America during the nineteenth century to become a mass spectator event that
came to encompass a large segment of society. The organization and promotion of
harness racing was conducted with a modern, industrial approach, which allowed for the
widespread growth of the sport. Harness racing led the way for later modern sports and
was among those which helped to shape the industrial society and culture of North
America.
Although harness racing was typical of nineteenth century industrial culture, the
importance of the sport has often been overlooked by scholars. The value of sports such
as baseball in the formation of North American identity and culture has often been
discussed, but harness racing indeed was the epitome of a sport expressing the values of
society in the late nineteenth century. The nostalgic appeal of horse racing along with its
modern characteristics of recording, use of technology, focus on the clock, and
perfection of speed fit in perfectly with growing urbanization and industrialism in both
Canada and the United States. In particular, the sporting region made up of the
Maritimes Provinces and the New England States was involved in a consolidated effort
to improve harness racing and harness racing horses.
It is clear that the harness races in this Northeastern sporting region during the
late nineteenth century were highly attended by representatives from many facets of
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society, although the leaders of the sport came mainly from the new leaders of the
middle class An examination of the city of Fredericton, New Brunswick where harness
racing rated a top spot in leisure activity reveals how a microcommunity involving
amateurs and professionals was built around the sport. Harness racing created a unique
social solidarity found at the racetrack. As its popularity increased, harness racing
became an industry unto itself in the production of race horses, culminating in the
creation of the Standardbred breed of horse. Through breeding imports and exports,
worldwide connections were made by the Northeast region. Harness racing was indeed
a modern industry. Evidence shows that the Northeast region was the at the forefront of
Standardbred breeding, both at its advent and late nineteenth century apex.
By the end of the nineteenth century, the breeding and exploits of harness racers
were recorded diligently and published for ready consumption by the general public.
Much of the information on harness racing was relayed through the newly developed
medium of the daily newspaper. The popular press arose during the same period as
harness racing, and provided a perfect venue for reporting of local and international
racing news. In fact, a daily newspaper found in Fredericton, the Daily Gleaner, worked
diligently to promote and encourage the sport.
Not only did harness racing become a popular leisure diversion for both
participants and spectators alike, harness racing horses came to achieve a symbolic role
in society. Many of the early harness racing heros were used a examples of the "rags to
riches" myth which was commonly found in nineteenth century North America. The
Northeastern region adopted their own hero during the 1890s in the form of the
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champion trotter from Maine, Nelson. Horses such as Nelson became icons in culture
and art, inspiring, particularly, the mass production of lithographs featuring their
likenesses. The harness racer with his regularity and perfection of speed became a
perfect symbol of a modernizing society.
New forms of transportation, products of the industrial age, were used to move
spectators and competitors, allowing the sport to prosper. The race meets themselves
were places to establish group commonalities and differences. Class was integral to the
sport, and it also displayed the divisions and conflicts surrounding leisure and work
which were inherent to the late nineteenth century, but at the same time harness racers
became an instrument of community spirit.
Harness racing permeated late nineteenth century society. Tracks crowded with
spectators were found in every size town and city. Social drama was played on in the
forum of harness racing competition. Harness racers rode the railways and steam ships
for sales, breeding, and competition. Agricultural literature promoted the latest
scientific knowledge to aid in the production of faster and faster horses. Newspapers
wired stories on racing heros and champions from all over the continent. The image of
the harness racer itself was mass produced and available to enthusiast of every class
level. The years from 1890 to 1892 were of key importance in the development of
harness racing in North America. Philip Pines even went as far as saying, "The year
1892 had been harness racing's greatest moment. And in some respects, the impressive
figures of that year have not been approached since. The [Wallace's] Year Book was
published in two volumes. Volume One, season summaries, showed that race meetings
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were held in 1,309 different places that season in the United States, with another 618
held in Canada."1 Harness racing as a sport had reached a climax in North America at
the end of the nineteenth century, which would be interrupted only by international
financial and military crisis.
By the mid 1890s the horse market and breeding industry was shrinking, but
foreign export of North American harness racing horses expanded.2 American trotters
started to be exported to Europe for racing early in the century, and for breeding in the
1890s.3 The Daily Gleaner of Fredericton reported in November 1890 that Germans
were buying American trotters and Maritime horses were being shipped to Kentucky.
These exports were recorded by various North American harness racing organizations
which had been formed in earlier decades, "The first export certificate issued by the
N.T.A., was dated January 18, 1891, and was issued for the black gelding, Frank T.
2:231/4, consigned by Frank Burridge, New York City, to Count J.de Larem, of Paris,
France."4 Later the Russians began to import trotters from North America, and "Among
the first fast-record American stallions sent to Russia was that rugged Canadian-bred
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war horse Alvin 2:11, in 1894 he being then nine."5 By the late nineteenth century the
British Trotting Union was formed and the import-export relationship was reversed
between North America and England, with American and Canadian trotters exported to
Britain.6 In 1893 a market crash caused many trotting and breeding organizations to shut
down, but in 1896 the market made an upswing again.7

Figure 7.1: Early Twentieth Century Image of Harness Racing from Maine
(#1907, Maine State Museum Archives)

'Ibid., p. 509.
6 Ibid.,

p. 20.
7Pines,

The New Revised Complete Book of Harness Racing.
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With the new century came more motorization and the automobile, which added
a new layer of nostalgic appeal to harness racing. Fredericton's first automobile arrived
in 1902, coinciding with the end of the period of expansion in harness racing. It was not
until 1919 that the Fredericton Driving and Sport Club replaced the Fredericton Trotting
Park Association.8 In the first part of the twentieth century, harness racing prospered on
a local level throughout the Northeast (See Figures 7.1 and 7.2 for harness races in early
twentieth century Maine). The world wars only slowed down some regular race
meetings. Harness racing was firmly established as a major feature of fairs, holidays,
and community entertainment in the region. The Maritimes retains its position as an
important region for the development of top harness racers, most recently in the form of
the champion pacer, Somebeachsomewhere. Somebeachsomewhere, owned in Truro,
Nova Scotia, was unbeaten as a two-year-old and had earned over $3,000, 000 when he
retired to breeding. The stallion only lost one of 21 race starts in his career. In 2009 he
was awarded the Dan Patch Award for American Pacer of the Year and was also the first
Canadian-born U.S. Horse of the Year.
The deep social roots of harness racing in New England and the Maritimes are
still evident in the region today. Although the sport is in crisis, there are still strong
proponents of the sport who are fighting to keep it alive. The notion that harness racing
now seems a traditional industry whose day has passed contradicts the fact that in its
heyday the sport was actually a symbol of progress and the triumph of modernity. A
visit to the Fredericton Raceway and similar tracks show that they are still active venues,
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with dedicated owners, drivers, and trainers working at the stables and on the track at all
hours of the day seven days a week. The primal appeal of a harness race is still felt by
the loyal crowds throughout the region who regularly attend races. Harness racing was
a mirror and a product of the concerns and interest of a changing society in North
America.

Figure 7.2: Early Twentieth Century Image of Harness Racing from Maine
(#3858, Maine State Museum Archives)
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Glossary
2:30 List- a record kept in Wallace's Year Book of harness racing horses which have
raced a mile in two minutes and thirty seconds or better.
Arab- breed of horse originally from the Middle East, the foundation for many other
breeds.
barrel- mid section of the horse; ribs cage and stomach.
bay- colour of horse which has a brown body and a black tail and mane.
breeching- part of a horse's harness.
brush- an informal harness race, such as might be held on a country lane.
Canadian Horse- breed of all purpose horse brought to Canada by French settlers.
cannon bone- front leg of the horse from knee to ankle.
chestnut- colour of horse in which the hair is reddish to brownish all over.
colt- a young male horse up to three years of age.
crack- a racing aficionado, or a top race horse in nineteenth century sporting slang.
croup- the top of horse's haunches.
dam- the mother of a horse, a horse is "out of' its dam.
driving park- horse racing track, racecourse.
ewe neck- a conformation fault found in horses where the underside of the neck is more
developed than the top.
forelock- the portion of a horse's mane which hangs between their ears.
flat racing- racing with a saddle and rider, not over fences or with a cart.
gait- the different speeds by which a horse may travel: walk, trot, pace, canter, gallop.
gelding- a male horse which has been castrated.

336

haltered- a horse which has a halter on it head, a device used to aid in leading the
animal.
hand- the measure of a horse's height taken at the shoulder, four inches.
handicap- weight added to faster horses when racing to equalize competition.
handicapper -official who assigns handicap weights for race horses.
hippodroming- the practice of promoting races, often match races, to achieve high gate
receipts.
hobbles/ hopples- harness placed on parallel legs of a pacing horse to aid in keep its gait.

hocks- large joint on a horse's hind legs.
mare- female horse.
matinee racing- harness race in which there is no prize money.
Narragansett pacer- breed of horse originating with Rhode Island settlers, now extinct.
overcheck- part of a horse's harness used to maintain head position of the horse.
Percheron- the Percheron is a breed of heavy draft horse originating in France and
popular as cart, city, and farm horses as full and half bred in North America during the
nineteenth century, distinguished by its grey or black colour, large size, and heavy
muscling.
pacer- a horse that possesses a gait in which the legs move in parallel pairs.
pastern- the part of a horse's leg between the hoof and ankle (fetlock).
quarter boot- a protective boot worn on harness horses.
ringer- an accomplished horse disguised to race in a lower division than was allowed, a
way of cheating.
roadster- a type of multi-purpose harness horse frequently used on city and country
road.
roan- colour of horse in which the coat has solid colour hairs mixed with white hairs,
but solid coloured extremities.
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side weights- a device used in shoeing harness horses to improve their gait.
side wheeler- slang for a pacing horse.
sire- the father of a horse, a horse is "by" its sire.
skeleton wagon- a basic training cart used in breaking horses for harness.
sloven- a type of low wagon used to transport freight, reputedly invented in Saint John,
New Brunswick.
stallion- an unaltered male horse.
Standardbred- breed of horse used in harness racing.
stake- a race where part of the prize money comes from the owners of the horses entered
in the race.
steeplechasing- a horse race in which jumps and obstacles are included.
stud- a male horse used in breeding.
sulky- a light two-wheeled horse cart, often used in harness racing.
thoroughbred- breed of horse developed in England and North America for flat racing.
toe weights- a device used in shoeing harness horses to improve their gait.
trotter- a horse that possesses a gait in which the legs move in diagonal pairs.
yearling- age designation for a horse the year after it is born.
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Appendix I
Sires for New Brunswick- Maine Harness Racing Circuit, 1890
NAME &
BREEDING

"by''= father
"oo"= short for
"out of' meaning
mother
bold names listed
in Wallace's

REGISTRY
NUMBER
AND
RACING
RECORD

RECORDED
BREEDER
&
OWNERS

OFFSPRING
ON THE
2:30 LIST
(anywhere in
North
America)

CIRCUIT
OFF
SPRING

b
1868

348

bred Col.H.S.
Russell,
Boston, Mass;
ow. C.J.
Paine, Boston,
Mass

Kitty Abbott

Emma A.

b
1864

4869

bred Peter
Vanderveer,
Flatbush, NY;
ow.John O'
Ronaghan,
Somerset, PEI

Bijou

Honest John

COLOUR
&
BIRTH
YEAR

b= bay
g = grey
br =
brown
blk =
black
ch =
chestnut

r = roan
Abbott
by Tattler 300
oo Molly D.
(Mambrino Chief)

Abdallah
Messenger
by Jupider
Abdallah i89
oo (Grey
Messenger

Achilles

Themis

Addison
Lambert

2:27

Addison Jr.

oo Black Kate

Ajax
by Charley/
Slocumb Horse
oo Messenger
mare

g
1851
d. 1869

358

bred Mrs.
Jacques, West
Newbury,
Mass; d.
Newmarket,
NH

Jessie Wales
Pacers
Bacon
Big Wonder
Ganymede
Gaslight
Pat Bruen

Ganymede

339

Audubon
Lalla Rookh

Albrino
Alcantara
by George Wilkes
519
oo Alma Mater
(Mambrino
Patchen)

Allie Clay

br
1876

b
1888

729
2:23

bred Dr. A.S.
Talbert,
Lexington,
KY; pass.
Elizur Smith,
Lee, Mass.

C.R. Bill

Alcagetta
Alcander
Alcavala
Alcazar
Alicante
Alpha
Autograph
Black Victor
Estabrook
Etta
Fillimore
Foggy
Irene
Joe Wilkes
Lady Emma
Maiy S.
Mink
Miss Alice
Queen Anne
Robert
M.Taylor
Thornton
White Socks
Wilkes Bee
Pacers
Attractive
Bayard
Wilkes
Eugenia
Goldbeater
Lady
Hamilton
Montezuma
Nightingale
Raven
Zero

Bayard
Wilkes(p)

Adrian

340

All Right
by Abdallah 16
oo Toot (Grey
Eagle)

br.
1873

Almont

???

Ambassador

blk
1875

by George Wilkes
519
oo Lady Carr
(American Clay)

5817

bred W.H.H.
Murray,
Guilfod,
Conn.; pass.
Newton Lee,
Truro, NS

Charley
Mitchell
George Lee

Claymo
1496
2:21
1/4

bred D. Carr,
Chilesburg
KY; ow. S. A.
Browne &
Co.,
Kalamazoo,
Mich.

Bandoline
Belle of
Navarre
Embassador
Embassy
Keokee
Napoleon
Belle
Nelly H.
Wyandot
Pacers
Black
Ambassador
Hy Wilkes
Lady Wilkins
Scotia Girl

Antioch
Aurora
by Daniel
Lambert 102
oo Fanny Jackson
(Stonewall
Jackson)

Blackbird
Black Pilot
Ethel B.
Excel
Harry F.
Nelly Bly

Hy Wilkes
(P)

Emma Etta
ch
1876

1884

bred J.Porter
& Son,
Ticonderoga,
NY; pass E.D.
Vaughn,
Kingsbury,
NY; ow.
Government
of New
Brunswick

Constance
Daniel
Lambert

Gipsey

341

Bayard
by Pilot Jr. 12
oo Bay York

g
1863

53
2:31
3/4

bred. A.J.
Alexander,
Spring
Station, KY;
ow. T.
Armstrong,
Mt. Union,
Ohio

Aimee
Bliss
Eagle Plume
Emma B.
Kitty Bayard
Lilly J.
Modie H.

Psyche

Pacers
Fanny C.
Psyche
Pilotoga
Bay Dick

Henry D.

Bay Douglas

Johnny G.

Bay Rolfe

Lady Belle

Bay State
by Jay Gould 197
oo Daisy Dean
(Vermont
Hambletonian)

Ben Franklin
by Daniel
Lambert 102
oo Black Kate
(Addison)

b
1871

5498

bred F.G.
Dean, Fall
River, Mass;
ow. Wm.
Mason,
Taunton,
Mass.

Mary Ann
Pacers
Cohannet
Kantaka

Kantaka

ch
1873

753
2:29

bred H.T.
Curtis,
Orwell, VT

Belle Franklin
Bessie
California
Lambert
Frank H.
Dynamite
George C.
Nimbus
May Be
N.O.D.

Charley Ray

Bismark

Gentle

Black Ben

Jim

Black Monitor

Castilian

342

Black Pilot
by Roscoe 273
oo Eugenie
(Lexington)

blk
1868

1797
2:30

bred KY;
ow. in ME

Centurion
Pilot Knox
Tinnie B.

Lady Pilot
Masonic
Pilot
Mazeppa
Millionaire

Bloodmont

Sir Peter

Blossom

Zuline/
Zerline

Bona Fide
by Hambletonian
10
oo Kate
(Bellaire)

br
1873

720
2:46
164

bred Chas.
Backman,
Stony Ford,
NY; ow. Isaac
V. Baker jr.,
Comstock,
NY

Humbert 2:28
162
oo Belle of
Pawlet

King Pin
Longway

Broadway
Brown Harry
by Black Hawk
(Thurston's)

br
1856
d.

799

bred by H.
Woodward,
Lowell, Mass;
pass 1864
S.D.
Cushman,
Dexter, Me.

Cora F.
Jenny W.
St. Elmo

Col. Tom
Knox
Col. West
by Almont
oo Pacing Kate
(Boston)

Humbert

Thorn

Black Crook
ch
1871

2579

bred W.W.
Abbott, St.
Joseph, Mo.

Mabel H.
Westmont

Westland

Combination

Combine

Confidence

Confidence
Jr.

343

Constellation
by Almont 33
oo Lady Hunt
(Starlight)

b
1874

5727
2:40

bred W.T.
Withers; ow.
W.S. Tilton,
Togus, Maine

Glenarm

Consolidatio
n
Independenc
e
Kalula
Mahomet
William
Wallace

Cooper Horse

D.L.

Cornell

Hard
Scrabble

Cushnoc

Cyclone

Cyril *

b

Daniel Boone

br
1862

by Hambletonian

10
oo Kate (Bellaire)

Daniel
Lambert
by Ethan Allen 43
oo Fanny Cook
(Abdallah)

ch
1858
d. 1889

Cephus
1756
2:31
1/2

102
2:42

bred Joseph
Harker, NY,
NY; ow. A.J.
Archer,
Fairfield
Centre, Me.

bred William
H. Cook,
Ticonderoga,
NY;taken
Boston 1863;
pas Joe.
Battell,
Middlebury,
VT.

Elcho
Fred M. (oo
Snip)

Nelly M.
Robinson D.
Susie Owen

many*

Almagro
Almazoo
Banquo
Fred M.
Gen.
Hancock
Macbeth
Susie Boone
John
Lambert

David Bun-

Midget

Day Dawn

Adam
Forepaugh

Dean Swift

Dean
Junction Boy
Starlight

344

Dictator
Chief/ Oliver

b
1882

7606
2:21 '/2

by Dictator 113
oo Judy
(Mambrino Chief)

Dr. Franklin
by Gen. Knox 140

blk
1871

2777
2:31

bred by J.B.
Oliver
Milwaukee,
Wis (at
Georgetown,
KY); pass
C.H. Nelson,
Waterville,
Me.
bred Peter
Leterneau, W.
Waterville,
Me.; pass
Lawrence &
Gerald,
Fairfield, Me.

Artist (oo
Merrow

Lawrence

Don Carlos

b
1880

2097
2:23

bred J.C.
McFerran &
Co,
Louisville,
KY; pass
John R.
Graham,
Quincy, Mass.

Otis Shaw (oo

Eclair

Otis Shaw

Nelly Otis)

Eclectic
by Gen. Knox 140
oo Kate (Merrow
Horse)

Dick
Lightheart
Judge
Franklin
Ticonic

Polly Knox

Dodge Knox
by Culyer Clay
2796
oo Lady Abdallah
(Abdallah)

Artist

Belle)

Solariort
blk
1871

12740

bred by A.S.
Parker,
Skowhegan,
Me; pass J.I.
Parsons,
Colebrooke,
N.H.

Tainter

Nana

Elation

June

Elbridge

Rattler

Elmont

Almont
Patchen

345

Extra
by Lockwood
1125
oo Beauty
(Woodstock)

Fearnaught
Jr.

b
1877

1226

ch
1865

133
2:26

by Fearnaught

bred Allen W.
Thompson,
Woodstock,
VT

Chevalita (oo

bred B.S.
Wright,
Boston; pass
D.Nevins,
Framingham,
Me.; pass E.L.
Norcross,
Manchester,
Me.

Pemberton

Chevalita

Frosty)

Beecher
Frank A.

Flying
Dutchman

Frank Nelson

Frank Allison

Peabody

Fred Boone

G.M.W.

Gen. Custer

Adye

Gen. Garfield

H.P.E.

Gen. Hancock

???

Gen. Withers

ch
1875

by Almont
oo Bloom
(Ashland)

Gen.
Hancock Jr.
1157

bred W.T.
C.T.L.
Withers,
Lexington,
KY; pass G.J.
Shaw, Detroit,
Me.

Fanny
Withers
Hemlock
Isabel

346

Gideon
by Hambeltonian
10
oo Dandy (Young
Engineer)

Gilbreth
Knox
by Gen. Knox 140
oo Cahill mare

g
1860

145

bred T. Lewis,
Turner's, NY;
pass to C.H.
Wood,
Benton, Me.

Bay
Boston Girl
Ezra L.

Badoura
Bridgham
Cleone
Gideon's
Lucky
Gid Knox
Lester
Lorin
Silver King
Thackambau
Young
Gideon

blk
1862
d. 1874

146
2:26
3/4

bred J.H.
Gilbreth,
Kendall's
Mills, Me

Capitola
Charles R.
Gilbreth Maid
Hambletonian
Knox
Lothair

I.C. (p)

Clara M.
Cyril
Glenbess

Glenarm

Godfrey
Patchen
by George M.
Patchen 30
oo Sir Henry mare

Grey Dan
by Gideon 145
oo Dirigo mare

Guarantee
by Tom Patchen

b
1856
d.1877

32

bred by T.N.
Black,
Bordentown,
NJ; pass
Framingham,
Mass

Cyclone
Fred S.
George H.
Glamis
Harry W.
Genet
Hopful
Lady Snell
Rex Patchen
Wellesley
Boy

Gladstone

g
1871

2127
2:31
3/4

bred by Geo.
Goodrich, S.
Newbury, Me;
pass Mass.

Gov. Plaisted
Maud L.
Surprise

Aggie Morse
Hoppona
St. Lawrence

breed by Jesse
Sanborn,
Cornish, Me.

Keystone (oo
Gilbreth Knox
mare)

Dan Berry
Keystone

b
1871

347

Hambletonian
Chief

b
1867

4310

by Middletown
152
oo Mary Hulse
(American Star)

bred by Owen
& Irvin,
Middletown,
NY; pass L.
Hayford,
Belfast, Me

Elmbrook
George 0.

Charley B.
Ellenbrook/E
lmbrook
Inez E.

Hambletonian
Knox

Joker

Hambletonian
Patchen

Lucius A.

Harbringer
by Almont 33
oo Omega
(Hambletonian 10)

ch
1879

Hardy Horse

18??

Harry Knox

blk
1868

by Gen. Knox Jr.
oo Miller Mare
(Napoleon)

1899

6211

bred W.T.
Withers,
Lexington,
KY; ow.
Maine

bred J.C.
Miller; pass
Gilbert
Miller,
Wilton, Me.

Von Helmont
(oo Gen. Knox
mare)

Diana
Hallie
Pride
Von Helmont

Fanny W.

Fanny M./W.

Billy I.
Maggie Miller

Hamlet
Romeo

Harry Morgan

Minnie Grey
Whistler

Harry R.

Katie C.

Harry Wilkes
(Conn's)
by George Wilkes
(519)
oo Belle Rice
(Whitehall)

b
1875

1898

bred C.C.
Sharpe,
Lexington,
KY; pass.
R.W. Conn &
Co.; ow.
Government
of New
Brunswick

Rosaline
Wilkes

Burton B.
Charley
Wilkes
D 'Arcy
Frank E.
Fred L.
Harry Wilkes
Jr.
Mabel Wilkes
Orlando
Premier
Robin Hood
Sir Wilkie
Sybil

348

Hartford

Gladstone

Hernando

Bessie Clay
Hernona
Pestle

Highland Lad

Country Girl

(Davis')Hones
t Allen

18??

Lady Martin

Lady Martin

(oo Lady Ling)

by Honest Allen
169

Independent
Boy

Lucky

Israel

Dinah

Jay Bird
by George Wilkes
519
oo Lady Frank
(Mambrino Star)

r
1878

5060
2:31
3/4

bred Wm. L.
Simmons,
Lexington,
KY

Allerton
Barnhart
Eagle Bird
Early Bird (oo

Early Bird

Beulah)

Five Points
King Bird
May Bird
Queen Wilkes
Twist
Joe Irving
by Whitcomb's
Fearnaught?
oo Gen. Knox
mare

blk
1873
1881
gelded

ow. A. W.
Bracket,
Pittsfield, Me

Black Amble

John P. Grant
Judge
Advocate
by Messenger
Duroc
oo Lady Pierson
(Cassius M. Clay
jr.)

Castle Dare

Lady Shaw
b
1873

1263

bred Chas.
Backman,
Stony Ford,
NY: pass J.M.
Littlefield,
Abbott, Me.

Romulus (oo
Diamond)

Thornburg

Alice W.
Gen. Logan
John L.
John M.
Mischief
Romulus

Judge Kelly

Judge W.

Junior

C.M.P.

349

Kaiser

Wilkesmont

Kearsarge

Ben. Butler
Bessie
Brockway
Emma
Invader
Lola
May T.

King of the
Turf

Robert S.

Ledo

Miss Ledo (oo

18??

by Ledo

Nell)

Ledo Girl

Ledo jr.
Lexington

Waterville,
Me

18??

by Brandywine

Locomotive

Henry L.
Miss Ledo

18??

Arthur

Hyronemous
Naumkeag

Cap. Smith

Maud T.

Resolute

Resolute

by Robert E. Lee

Lothair Jr.
by Lothair 579
oo Topsey
(Young Drew)

b
1877

6284
2:30

bred J.T.
Fogg,
Garland, Me.

Mack F.

Annie
Sprague
Euris
Jen F.
Kitty B.
Mack H.
Sam Duffie

Maine Duroc

Mac/k

Mambrino
Boy
by Mambrino
Patchen
oo Roving Nelly
(Cassius M. Clay
Jr.)

blk
1868

844
2:26 »/2

bred L. Herr,
Lexington,
KY;
pass H.L. &
F.D. Stout,
Dubuque,
Iowa

Lizzie R.
Mambrino
Archie
Merva K.
Rhoderick
Dhu

Sam H.

350

Mambrino
Messenger

ch
1865

218

bred L. Herr,
Lexingon,
KY: pass
Wm. T.
Reese,
Columbus,
Ohio

Lewinski

Speculation

g
1875

3880
2:28
3/4

bred Gen.
Withers,
KY;pass John
B. Clark,
Manchester,
NH

Arthur Wilkes
oo Princess
R.M. Wilkes

Arthur
Wilkes

by Mambrino
Pilot
oo Suffolk Belle

Mambrino
Wilkes
by George Wilkes
oo Hattie Fitch
(Mambrino)

McVey/ Veigh

Ben Butler
Currier
Hilton

Melbourne
King

Annie L.
Heck
Melbourne
Queen
Northwind
Sea King

Messenger
Diomed

Red Oak

Messenger
Duroc

Griffin

Messenger
Knox

Grey Bunker

Monte Cristo
by George Wilkes
oo Mother Lumps
(Pearsall)

br
1881

4245

bred Wm. L
Simmons,
Lexington,
KY

Barclay

Cloudman

Napoleon

Boodler

Nelson •

Young
Nelson

Norway Knox

Dinah

351

Old Abe

Aroostook
Boy

Old Lambert

Southwind

Olympus

Almont Clay
Cliffinont(Ge
orge)

Onawa
by Goodwin
Hambletonian
oo Bessie (Sammy
Blucher)

blk
1873

1402
2:22
1/4

bred Gilman
& Rooney,
Alton, NH;
ow. C.E.
Mosher,
Lawrence,
Mass.

Flossie M.
Owoissa (oo

Owaisso

Lady Carney)

Oxford Boy

Molly S.

Oxmoor

Octavius

Palmer's
Lightfoot

Walter D.

Patchen Boy

Cristo
Patchen
Patti Patchen

Peter Blair

Dexter
Hon. Ed.
Blake
Sir Charles

352

Phil Sheridan
by Columbus 95
oo Black Fly

br
1862

630
2:26 y2

bred Rob.
Dalzell,
Waddington,
NY; pass J.P.
Wiser
Prescott, ON

Adelaide
Beecher
Bessie
Sheridan
Commonweal
th
Dan Sheridan
Faustina
Hiram
Woodruff
Julia C.
Phyllis
Tom Malloy
Valley Cheif

Phil Darrell

Preceptor

Preceptress

Prescott

Haroldson
Presto

Prince Wilkes

Sea Breeze

Quaker
General

18??

Maine

Lulu H. (oo
Vickey Mare)

Lulu H J
Fanny Knox

by Gen. Knox 140

Racquette

Bonner S.

Rampart

Israel
Resolution
Willoughby

Red Prince

Little
Blanche

Red Wilkes
by George Wilkes
oo Queen Dido
(Mambrino Chief)

b
1874

1749
2:40

bred Crit
Davis,
Harrodsburg,
KY; ow. W.C.
France,
Lexington,
KY

many*

BenV.

353

Redwood

Goldwood
Guywood
Orville
Royal Oak/s
Scipio
Wentwood

Ridley's Knox

Cleveland
Girl

Robbie Lee

Rose Lee

Robert R.
Morris
by Independent
179
oo Stella (Drew
Horse 114)

br
1866
d. 1880

648

bred Robert
R. Morris,
New
Rochelle, NY;
pass. J.H.
Reid, F'ton,
NB

J.P. Morris
Senator

Phil Logan

Robinson D.

Black Nathan

Rockefeller

Granieta

Royal Lambert

Golden

Rumor
by Tattler 300
oo Martense Maid
(Flying Cloud)

St. Elmo
by Gen. Knox 140

blk
1879

b
1864

3033
2:24
3/4

bred/ ow.
Fashion Stud
Farm,
Trenton, NJ

8073

bred Sam.
Chaffer,
Vassalboro,
Me.

Edgardo (oo

Edgardo

Lucia)

Lammermoor
Trapeze
Elmo

Fearless

Shaws Knox

Dr. Neal

Shooting Star

Eleanor

Sir Charles
by Mambrino
Charta 868
oo Lady
Messenger
(Warrior)

g
1876

2745

bred T.B.
Barker, St.
John, NB;
pass. John
McCoy, St.
Mary's, NB

Maggie T.
Maud C.

Cheenie
Maud
Nellie C.

354

Sir Walkill
by Hambletonian
10
oo Dolly Mills
(American Star)

b
1875

1547

Smuggler Gift
by Smuggler 927
oo Lady Balch
(Rising Sun)

bred estate
Claudia
Judge Purple
Wm. M.
Walkill Boy
Rysdyk,
Chester, NY;
ow. A.L. Peer,
Hackettstown,
NJ

Chartereuse

bred H.S.
Russell,
Milton, Mass.

Free Trade

Free Trade (oo
Prudence)

Speculation

La Grippe

Sporter

Loafer

Thorndale

Thorndale
Echo

Tibbett's
Patchen

Screwdriver

Tom Hal
by Sorrel Tom

Tom Patchen
by George M.
Patchen 30
oo Toronto mare

b
c. 1859

3000

bred Shawhan
family; pass
Wm. Gray,
Rush Co. Ind.

Little Gipsey

Garfield

br
1860

3996

bred NJ; pass
Gilbert
Fowler,
Portland, Me;
kept in KY
1879 season

Captain
Gladiator
Jack Spratt (oo

Jack Spratt
Phoebe

Fowler)

Tom Thumb

Joe Howe

Toronto Chief

Volunteer

Trident

Hattie B.
Trident Jr.

Uncle Sim

Lady Sim

Venture Boone

Nancy B.

Victor

Maud M.

Victor Jr.

Italia

355

Victor Knight
by Satellite 2500
oo Pilgrim

br
1873

9136

bred Powell
Bros.,
Springboro,
Pa

Colored Girl

Dotty D.

VonL.
Von Moltke
by Morrill Colt
oo Miss Morrison
(Merrow Horse)

Jenny Lind

b
1868

4195

bred Jas.
Morrison,
Newbury,
Me.; pass
A.W.
Brackett,
Pittsfield, Me

Cunard
Flora

Blacksmith
Boy
Dina
Fanchon
Hazelwood
Tourist

Von Moltke jr.

Blondy
Goldy

Watchmaker

M.I.

Wedgewoood
by Belmont
oo Woodbine
(Woodford)

Westlawn

br
1871

692
2:19

bred A.J.
Alexander,
Spring
Station, KY;
pass C.F.
Emery,
Cleveland,
Ohio; R.B.
Conklin,
Greenport,
NY; John S.
Clark, New
Brunswick,
NJ; May
Overton,
Nashville,
Tenn

Connaught
Favonia
Malabar
Myrtlewood
Nugget
Ulva

Cap.
Wedgewood

Lady West

356

Winthrop
Morrill

b
1855

373
2:45

by Morrill 118

bred Rodney
Bradfor,
Barre, VT;
pass T.B.
Williams,
Boston

Baby Boy
Ben Morrill
Ed Getchell
Fleetwood
Glengarry
Honest Harry
John Morrill
J.G. Morrill
Sam Curtis

Bianaca
Dudley Buck
Honest Mack
Watchmaker

Winthrop Pilot

Gen. Mack

Wright's
Frenchman

Sporter sr.

Yankee Boy

Hector

Young
Buchanan

Lady Ross

Young Jim
by George Wilkes
oo Lear Mare (Sir
William)

b
1874

2009

bred Simmons
bros.
Lexington,
KY

At-A-Lanta
Butterfly
Dandy Jim
Garnet
Incense
Maggie F.
Mattie Swope
Mineola
Molly Wilkes
Ruby Wilkes
Sally B.

Young
Monogram
Young Rolfe
by Tom Rolfe 306
oo Judith (Draco)

Jim Matt

Alice Oates
b
1876
d. 1884

3517
2:21
1/4

bred W.P.
Balch,
Boston, Mass:
pass C.H.
Nelson,
Waterville,
Me; John
Sheppard,
Boston, Mass.

Aubine
Medora oo
Knox Girl
Nelson
Present

Charley
Rolfe
Medora?
Nelson
Pickerel?
Present?

357

Ben/ Gen.
Morrill

Ben M..

Blue Bill/ Blue
Bull/ Blue Bell

Ben Dorr/
Dare
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