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4s'a result of the expulsion of the Ottomans from the Holy Cities 

~f Makkah and Madinah by 1803, Sultan Ma~~d II ordered his Egyptian viceroy, 

'Mu~a~ad, 'Ali, in 1809 to recover the Cities and restore Ottoman pres~ige. 

Due to the continued Su'üdI threat to the Turkish' rule èven after thJ 

recovery, the expedition had to be extênded to the Su'üdl capital and farther 

to eastern Arabia. After the destruction~of Dir'iyah and the occupation of 
\ 

al-Hasa and Qatlf in 1818, the bulk of the Egyptien army was withdrawn which' ~ 
00 ' ) _ _ 

occasioned Su'üdi resurgence. Consequently Muh8~d 'Ali organized another . 
expedition in 1836, occupied Najd, al-Hasâ and Qadf, securedthe Bubmission . . 
of Bahrayn, Qatar and Trucial 'Uman' and won the coopera tion of Kuwayt. His . . ., . 

Genéral'JKhurshid, W8S ~ll set for a march on 'Iraq in 1839 when European 
j" 

pressure and British-diplomacy obliged him to recall the bulk of his army 

\ 
from Najd and ea~tern Arabia in Ap~il 1840 for the defènce of Egypt. The 

) 

skeleton Egyptian force of 800 troops could not effectively resist new Su'ûdt 
~~ 

contende~s of Najd and eastern Aràbia' aRa the Egyptian 'rule came ta an end 

by the close of 1841. . 

This dissertation is an attemp~ to study' the !gyptian rule over 1 - .. 

eastern Arabi4 during 18I4-184I and to examine the' causes necessitating the 

.despatch as weIL 88 the wlthdrawal of the expeditlon in I840 after Egyptian 

rule had;been firmly establisbed there. 
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A la suite de l'expulsion des O~m~ns des Villes Saintes, Makkah et 

Madinah, en 1803, le Sultan Mahm~d II commanda eh 1809 son vice-régent en Egypte, 
, 

Muhamm~d 'AlI, de reprendre les Vll1es et de restituer le prestige Ottoman. Vu 

'\ - - 1\ la resistance continue des Su'udis à la suprématie turque meme après la reprise, 

1 ',expédition' égyptienn~ a dit s'étendre à la capitale Su' ~dl et plus 10i,n à 
! ' , 

l'est en Arabie: Après la destruction de Dir'Iyah et l'occupation de al-Hasâ et 
- , 

de Qa~tf en 1818, la/grande partie de l'armée égyptienne fut retirée, ce qui 

amena une résurgence Su'~dI. Par Conséquence, Muhammad 'ALI organisa une autre 
/ 

expédition en 1836, occupa Najd, al-Hasa et Qa~lf, obtena li soumission du 

Ba~rayn, de Qa~ar et du 'Uman Trucial et réussi à avoir la coopéfstion du 

Kuwayt. Son gêneraI, Khurshid, ét'ait pr~t pour pénètrer l" Iraq en I839 lorsque 

des pressions européennes et la' diplomatie britannique l'obligèrent à retirer 

la grande partie de son armée du Na)d et de l'est de 1 'Arabie en avril 1840 

afin de défendre l'Egypte. tes 800 troupes qui restèrent n'étaient que la 

9~~ellettè de l'armée égyptienne et ne pouvaient pas réSlster de -tacon effective 
.!I 

aux nouveaux pr~tendants Su'üdi de Najd et l'est d~'~rabie. Ainsi le règne 

égyptie~ri~ fin en 1841. '. 

Cette thèse se propose A'étudier le règne ~gyptien sur l'est de l'Arabie 

de 1814 jusqu'à 1841 et d,' examiner les 'causes de l'envoi de ,l' exp~dit1on et sa 
J 

~ 

retraite bien qUé le pouvoir égyptien avait éé:. solidement ~tabli dads ces 

régions. f 
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'NOTE ON TRANSLITERATioN AND ABBREVIATIONS 
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ln transliterating Arabie and other oriental words and names 1 

have used the Transliteration Table of the Institute of Islamic Studies, 
J 

McGilt' University, Montreal. 
• e 

1 have 81so used the following'~bbreviations in the thesis: 

-
R.. E.A. . 

\ 

to denote Royal ( now, National) Egyptian Archives, Records. 

preserved at Cairo. 

F.O. for British Foreign Office, Record~ at London. ' j 

1.0. Office Records st London. 
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CHAPTER 1 \ 
\ 

GEOPHYSICAL AND HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

\ 

Sir Arnold Wilson has rightly remarked that: 

1 \ 
No arm of th~ sea has been, or Is of greater i~teres , alike to 

the geologist and archaeologist, the historian and eographer, 

the "mer chan t, the statesman, and' the student of stra egy, than 
1 the inland water known as the Persian Gulf ••••• 

The Persian Gulf has been a trading channel between the ancient centres of 

civUization and the ,outer world,', ever since the dawn of history. Most of 
, 1 ' 

lts hint,rland i~ barren and sandy, with little fresh w~~r rai~. lt 

~s thus unable to support many lives and depends, for it food-requirements, 
.----

Or 

rI fiahing and the upon other countrles. lt has been renowned for lts 
j -

trade of pearls for the necessities ~f life. The nditions of this region 

have remained unchanged and primitive for. the last_ primarily 

due ta lack of resources. The recent changes and velopments are the . . 
the 

result ofJ discovery of oil. ____ 

le wa. eVldent~Y noe les <esource. ~nd ~conOmiC value, as ln the .ca •• 

of India, but its strategie position which prom~ted foreign g9~ernments to~ 
: 

exercise control over the Persian Gulf. lts importance duri~&.. the last, 

three centuries was 88 8' result of !ts being/ s'ituated st the point o,f 

intersection of the Pe~8ian, tndian, Ottoman and most recently the rising 

Wahhabl, empires; ita proximlty to the expanding Russian emp~re, as well 

. as the influx of European conqueror8 and traders t~u8 rendering it the 

gateway of the la.t and a s,~ and land ~oute from ealt to west. Thi. lame' 
----

"stratê'glc situation neces.l~ated Muh8lJlll&d 'AlI Paeha of 19ypt and the 
• • , 1 

Ottoman Turks to exert thelr re.pective influences there and to atte~~ 

l 

, 

\' 
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effective and ,exclusive control of the area. 
1 

'lt is n'~t possible here to capitulate a fuller background of the 

\ Persian Gulf region, its tribes, chiefs and governments, nor to dwell 
\ . r. 

upon its geophys~cal and socio~e~onomic features. N~vertheless ~t is 

'pertinent to give a brief account of the historical events immediately 
. 

preceding the period under review in so f~r as it is r~levant to the 
--- 1 

J 

ensuing events. lt is als~ neces~ary to describe briefly the geophysical 

position of th~ area and its surroundtngs. ,. 

Geoehysical Features 
• " 

, This landlocked sea laps 'the',shores of ~uwayt, Sa',udi Arabia, . 

Bahrayn, Qatar, and the United Arab Emiratea, on Hs western coast, 'Iraq . . 
in the north and Iran on its eastern coast. Commencing from the Shatt ~al-

1 

'Arab at about 30 degrees North latitude it covers an are~ of approximately 

97,OOO_sq. miles and a distance of about 500 miles south-essterly to the 

Straits of Hormuz at about 25.5 degrees North. Here it' empties into the 

Gulf of 'Uman which falls iota the Arabian Sea another 300 Bdd miles from 

Hormuz. lts width varies considersbl~. At the Straits it is at lts minimum 

of about 29 miles wide, while ~t its widest point it is 180 miles. The 

shore i8 f~ll of shallaw creeks, shoals, reefa and island~ ideal for 
-----

defence and piracy and difficult for navigation, especially by vessels 

2 of a higQer draught. 

On both sides of the Gulf lie the two great plateaus of Iran and 

A~abia respectively. The lranian plateau, with Ha base in the south-east,. 

clmmences mueh closer to'and ab~ut 1,000 miles along thé coast, rising 

l ' ,1 
tlowards the north-west, as wèll as inlands towards th, north with Intervening 

J ~ '\ 

~al1eys here and there. lts èlevation ranges from 3,000 ta 13,000 feet. 

• 
.---' ,1 __________________ ~-~-......... ~ .... ~ ... -.--__ ~,...,..~ ... _.'.1 r_O'U:~ •• t ..... !.fn .... ""~",.....I .. 1 
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F at alluvial plains with occasional marsbes or salt lakes fill the 

u land valleys where the aturdy tribesmen lead nomadi~ __ livea gra~~ng 

ir flocks. The port towns of Bandar 'Abbas, Qishm, Linjah, Abùshahr 

( ) and Bandar Riq and the'provincès of Làr1.stan~ FarS. and 

lie on it~ Iranian coast. THe Irani,n provlncè of Makran ls 
the ' 3 

ated along the coast of IGulf of the Arabian Sea .... -

The Arabian pl~teau on the other hand to the bro,ad central 

highl;;n'd8 "rather gradually. !ts lbng draina e slopes face north-el18twards. If. 

It reache.s Hs ~x-i-munr1fëi-~i~~ -~; _~, 000 fee i:1he-basalttc and granite -
~ 1 ~~ ~~---=---~.:-~,-

uplands of "'Jabal Shammar and the limestone idge of Tuwayq about 300 . 
miles in from the coast. In the south alon, the 'Uman coast runs a 

. -
precipitouB range about 5,000 feet in "elev tian, conspicuous among which 

is Jabal' Akhdar which terminate~ st Ras'M in the Straits of ijormuz. 
1 , Of the northwestern end of the Gu the delta of the' ----

EUPhrate\, the Tigris, Karkheh and_Karùn/ri:e:s and their tributaries, 

--./1n the so thern tip of which are Fao and Abadan tôwns and the Islands of 
" 

BÜblan, Ab dan ~nd Fallk8~.To their nor1th, farther inland l lie the towns 

of Hindlan, alahlyah, Muhammerah, Zuba rand Basrah. The area west of 
•• b, 

r 
the Shatt alr'Arab and along the "coast to a distanc,e of about f6rty miles . . 

• .1 

is·part of 'Iraq. Beyand lt ~nd around the northwestern c~rner of the 

Gulf lies, Kuwayt. West of Kuwayt and i 
ç. 

80uthern end of the promontory of Qat r 

1 

the south extend~8 to the 
1 • 

lies the Sa'ûdl Arabian province-, 

of al-Hasa with {ts principal ports 0 Qatlf, Sayhat, Da~m and 'Uqayr 
• 

and 1 ts oilfi~ld8 of Daomim, ~hrân te. Qatif 18 the capital ôf the . 
province. In the nineteenth century, however, al~Hasa and Qatit . . , 

constituted two separa te provl~ces. Hufùf was the capit~l of aL-Hasa, . ' 
white the QuIf province ~a8 govern ~d from Qatlf. ,Ta tihe" west be~ond 

, \ 

1 1 

( \ 
_.~-~-~-_ ... _ .. __ --._--~--.~ 

" 
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The coasta! region southeast, of the base of Qatar right to Ras 
• 

Musandam in the Straits of Hormuz has, Qf late, been known as Trucial 

cumin or the Pirate_ Coast. Prior to the nineteenth ,century its name was 
\ 

al-Shamal or al-' IXj. It extends 150 mileS; at first weet ~asterly and 
- . ;----. 

then !=o the north the states of Abü Zab!, Dubay} 

Sh~riqah, 'Ajman, m al-Qayw~yn and Ras al-Khaymah which together form 
o , 

J 

the UnitedÊab Emi ates. Be~een the "Qâtar peninsula lii'icfllamm.8m lies 
i 

the' 
'>. -- -- --~------~ -- ~ • " 

Gulf of Bahrayn containing the 8ahrayn archipelago consisting of -the . . 
important Islands of Bahrayn and Muharr,aq. Muharraq and MaItamah are 

. . 
the main towns and ports, the, formerlYbeing the capital of the state of 

- 5-Bahrayn. South of the. United Arab Emirates 18 the Sultanate of 'Uman. 

-/ 
Iran; 'Iraq and 'Uman, however, are beyond the scope of our study. . \ 

1 
Historic8-l Background 

) 

• 0 

BanI Khal1cf 

In the firat half --ef ,the elghteenth cent"ury the BanI Khalid trilie 
~ 

was the; strongest power in ~~stern Ai-ab1a~ It ruled the area long --and was , 

W-stro~ enough -to hold off the" Sha~lfs of Makkah ':ln~'l.58t wh en the';~att~r '-
0(1 • t 0 j • 
M' " • , 

tried 'to raid and· conquer al-Hasa. lots rule extendéd from Basrab in the 

-,' ' (, '- . ~ 

north to some paTt8 of Najd in- the w~st.and to Qatar,in the south 
• , 

b:inging them °in contact with the 'Ottanans of Mesopotamia, the petty' 

provinc,:s of central Arabia and the' 'u,mâ~ Sultanate. Many Najd people 
- " 

owned farma in the more fertile al-Has~. Such a farm of 'Uthmân b • 
• 

Hu'aamar~ ,the
r
, 'Uyaynah chief," obUged Mm to expel Muharrmad b. 'Abd al-. 

) 

---" 
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Wabbab, tbe Wahhabl reformer, on the warning of the' BanI Kbalid chief. 

This expulsion eventually became the cause of a series of raids and severe 
(\ 

fi,hting culminating' in the fall of BanI lC.hal1d by t~,e close of the '_/ 
\ , . 

1 

eighteenth century. Besides ,owning the fertile al-Hasa oases they also • 
• 

controlled trade,' mostly of sugar, coffee, spices and grain from India' 
~ . ' 

J and the Yaman to central Arabia through the ports of QatÏ.f and' Uqayr • 
• 

The tribe ,be.longed to the RabI'ah branch of the ~AdnanI Arabs. 6 It was 
that 

in different places of th~' BanI Khalid" territoryl the 'Utijb Arabs..:settled 

and built their states under the protection a6d au thor it y of the forme~. 
" 

) 

The 'Utüb belong ta 'Anazah, another 'AdnanI Arab tribe, inhabiting 

Najd and north Arabia. Before migrating to the_ east, principally Qatar, . 
around the end of the seventeenth èentury, they inhabited Haddir in 

al-Aflaj, Najd. The~ then sailed to and settled at Kuwayt· under the 

direct rule of {the Bani K~alid pareoun,t chief. In about 1752, with the 
.: 

àpproval of the chief" the local popu1!ltion selected in the tribal 

manner Sabah b. Jabir of its al-Sabah branch as their head to admiqister . . 
jdstice and the affairs of the thriving town. The other two branches of 

\ 

C Utüb which soon became prominant were al-Khallfah and al-Jalahimah. 

They vowed ,to follow the occupa'tion of marchants and agriculturists and 

to share 4::he profits equally. Al-SabAh -è/to'" ex:;;'clse the function~ of .. - ~) ) / 

government, al~Jalahimah to 8upervis~ and control the maritime traffie 

and al~Khalifah the mer~ntile trade. 1 This marks the foundafi~n of the 

'Utüb- statès ln eastern Arabia
l
• ,. 

As early as 1758 Sabah' 8 authority lias well-established in Kuwayt · { . 
/' 

) 
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anp lts vicinity. His ruJe was further consolidated 
.J 

by his 

'1 

sJe.ssor and 

for his friendly " sqn 'Abd Al~ah ( r. 1762-1815) whç must be cre~Hted 
1 

relations with the British and for repulsing Su'üdI raids. lt will be-l ~ ______ 

in arder to point ou~ here tha. t 1 n _ Apr/il, , 1793 , perhaps due to 

their duplicity or changing parbiality in the 1urco-Persian conflict, 

the British wére Obl~f~ ta move their~s~ Factory to Kuwayt as a 

place of refuge. After a rapprochement ~as aehieved it' returned in August 

1795 to Basrah. The British despatchès from India to England had also ~ 

~ beén passing through Kuwayt, which had beeome an important port of calI 
b • _1 

for desert catavahs fro~ A1eppo to the East. Kuwayt fs a1so said to have 

withheld tribute payable to the SU'üdIs, who attacked the town in IB08, 

but were repulsed. The Pasha of Baghdad ordained a robe of honour and 
< ~ 8 

'gifts ta 'Ab9 Allah for his sueeess. 

,Certain developments in Kuwayt led to the c'èmigration off the al-
-

Khallfah clan to the south, followed by other ~Utüb families notably the 

a!-Jalahimah. 'Abd Aîlah' s succession to Sabah in disregard of the-al

Khallfah elaim, envy of the neighbouring Arabs over the wealth and 

flourishlng trade of Kuwayt and consequent molestation of and piracy 

against 'Utb! men and materials or a desire to singly enjoy the 'fruit~ 
l , 

of their mercantile enterprisesmay be'Qne or more of the reasons for 

such emigration. Consequently, with the consent of their confederates,' 

the al:Khallfah headed by Khallfah b. Muh~mmad set sail and settled at . 
Zubarah on the west coast of Qatar in 1766 after- a futile attempt to stay 

'1 
in Bahrayn. Politieal turmoil in Arabia, Persia and Oçtoman 'Iraq made,it . ' 

possible for them to estabÜsh" and expand their pearl fishing, trade and 
1 

however, lasted for 44 years on1y as it was 
, 9 

in IBIO-II. 

wealth. ~t8 pr:osperi~-, 
~ , 
) / 

destr~yed bX the Sultan of Masqat 

., -
'. 

~ 

l' 
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Bahrayn was ruled by the Bani Madhk~r Arabs of Ab~shahr (Bushire) 
• 

paying irregular tribute to Persia. The rapid Zubarah prosp~rity câused 

by pearl 'fishing and free trade aroused the jealousy of other Qatar . 
tribes, Bahrayn and other coastal chiefs and invited attacks. A joint 

unsuccessful attack by the Arabs of Ab~shahr, Bandar R!q, Dawraq and the 

Qawasim in 1782 cau$ed a retaliatory- joint attafk by Zubarah, Kuwayt and 

other friendly tribes on Bahrayn and its capture in 1782-3. AI-Khalifah\ . -10 became its ultimate rulers. 

Shaykh Ahmad b. Khallfah the new ruler of Bahrayn and Zubarah 

distributed some of the plunder among his allies but the al-Jalahimah 

expected a greater share in the booty as weIl as a share in the-

administration of the 1s1an9s. Unsatisfied'with the reward they left 

~ indignantly. After a short stay at Kharij and Abushahr they returned to 

Qatar and settled atL'Khor Hasan'I\,about five miles north of Zubarah. 
• • c,;, 1 

L 1, A 

Rahmah b. Jabir, their chief, chose piracy and animosity towards the a1-
o 

his tribe'a livetihood and t~venge. He saon", 
\- ,lUI 

Khallfah as professions for 

became " the scourge of the - II al-Khalif4h". Qatar remained in the al-. 
Khallfah hands during the period\ under review. After Ahmad's death his 

two sons 'Abd Allah (r. 1796-1843) and Salman (r. 1796-1825) became 

co-rulers of Bahrayn and Qatar. . -./ 

In 1802 the ruler of Masqat captured Bahrayn. 1t w48 recovered 
~ ~ .. 

with Su~dI help, but on the pain of converting it into a Su'udI satellite 

for a decade. When it tried to withhold'tribute and evade Su'udI demanda 

to raid Basrah, the Wahhabl AmIr in 1810 appointed 'Abd Allah b. ,. -
"Ufaysan governor o~~hrayn, Qatar'and QafÏf with headquarters at 

, . - ~. . . 
Bahrayn and instrùctlons to collect revenue. The Bahrayn ruler~were 

• t 
summo~ed to Dir'iyàh, the Su'udl capital, and detained. Their sons fled 

J 
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12 ~ to Masqa~ asking for help. Because of the Egyptian att ck then 

commencing in the Rijaz the Su'üdIs were forced to reduc their forces , 
, <, 

in east'ern Arabia. This encouraged Masqat to j01n the Shaykhs' sons 
\ . 

and,capture Bahrayn~ Zubarah and Khar IHasan in 1811, while the Su'üdI . . 
governor was taken prisoner to secure the Shaykhs' release. Rahmah, who 

, . 
fought on the Su'üdl side, was obliged to take refuge at Dammam. Zubarah 

" 13 
was burnt during the eXPI~dition. 

r" 
',' 

Trucial 'Uman 

The tribal structure of the region is very complexe SQffice it to 

say that two confederacies, the Qaw8sim in t~e north and the Bani Yas in 
li 

1 the south, shared authority though tbe former were the stronger. The 

Q~wasim, descendents o~ Bani Nizar branch of BanI Ghafir of Najd) included 

aIl tribes subject to the authority of the Qâsim! Shaykhs of shàriqah 

and Ras al-Khaymah. They carried on trade~ became power fui and the Gulf 
II i 'J <{\ 

enjoyed every degree of tranquillity ti 1 the begrnning of the nineteenth 
~ 

century. After the death of his fathe'r ,in I803~ Shaykh Sultan b. Saqar . . 
" (r. 1803-1866) b~came the paramount chief by assuming authority over 

the chiefs of, inter a1ia, Shina~, Fujayrah, and Khor Fakk4n along Hajar 

1n the 'uman Gulf, Ras al-thaymah, Uu al~Qaywayo~ 'Ajman, Shariqah and 
~ , 

Abû Zab! on the''trucial coàst' and Linjah 00 the east coast o.f the .. :'.-, 
• 

~er8ian Gulf. RAs al-Khaymah, the Most strategie and secure place in the 

Straits of Rorllllz, was his principal seat'. We are little 'concerned wlth 

Hajar ànd the Per\sian coast. In internaI affaire the Shaykh' 8 . 
authority ceased at ~bay and that of the A6ù Zab! chief commenced 

1 

and extended southeast to the base of the Qatar Peninsula. I4 
, i' ", 

J 



'/ 

'. 

>' 

i 

o 

9 

The Bani Yas tribe of Abü Zabl was eomposed of many sections. Its 
'j ~.... - -

ruler belonged tO,al-Bufalah, a ~mall clan. They engaged themselves 
• 

mostly in past~ral and ,agricultural pursuits according to the ' 

availability of pasture, water and oases. They visitéd the coast during 

summer for f1shing and pearl diving. Théir flrst coastal h~bitation 

started in 1761 at Abü Zabl where better drinking-water was dlscovered. 

Dy the middle of 1802 'Umin, the Qawaslm as weIl as Masqat, acknowledged 
- . 

the supremac~f the Su,üdls. Under the l~tter's pressure or emboldened 

by their support th~ Qawasim increased their piratical depredations 

, and lawlessness, even against the British- vessels. This resulted in 

the British expeditions of 1806 and 1809, whieh failed, however, to 
, ."- 1 

leave any i~re8sion on the Qawasim, much less on their prote~tors, jJ-

the Su' üdls. 15 

, 1 

The su-' üdls 

~ 

1 , 

An Islamic revivalist movement in Arabia greatly 1nfluenced the 

history and poUtics oÔR~abian Peninsuia~n t~e 18th century. MU~8IIIDad' 
b. 'Abd- a~-Wahh;b, its founder, was born at\' Uyaynah, Najd, in 1703. He 

was educated by hls father, a Qàdl of the d!strict, and.other local 
. . /' 

e UI~' during his first twenty yearâ,.,J)~rlng the next twenty years he 
, / 

1 Inn t" 16 travelled extensive!y visiting r~st of tbe Muslim centres 01 learning. 
\ ' 

His teaching8 Altarted vith his ~eturn ta 'Uyaynah. Following the Syrian 

Hanba11 Bebolar, Taql al-Din ~d ibn Taym1yah (1262-1328), he sought 
. -' · L· -

1 • 
to revive tbe ortbodox scbool of ~d b. Banbal (d. 855 A.D.). He . . 
recognized no authorlty otber than the Qur'an, t~ prophetie traditions 

and the practice of the pious companions of the propbet, and refuted 

t' 
innovation; saint wO~8hip, VOW8 and tbe visiting of shrines· 

'\ 
\ 



( 

." 

o 

o 

10 

He claimed himself to be a Muwahhid(unitarian) but his opponents dubbed 
•• 1 

him Wahhâbl. 17 , 

His teachings and decisions under the patronage ~f 'UthmB~ b. 

Mu' ammar, the' Uyaynah chief, provoked the oppos.ition of ,lax Mu.~Hms and 
1 ~/ • • 

neighbouring chiefs. The execution of an adulterou~oman·according to 

Islamic Law, led to further protests by his enemi~s and religiously lax 
I.t, f 

and imperiled chiefs, who appealed to the dominant BanI Khalid chief, 

Shaykh Sulayman b. Muhammad al-Humayd, for his aid to suppreas the . . 
movement before it spread to other aress. Sulayman's power was so great 

and the threat to confiscate 'Uthman's farms and property in al-~a~a 

was so far-'reaching that the former instantly yielded to Sulayman' s 

- 18 
order and expelled t~e refor~r fr,?m 'Uyaynah. 

His eventuai arrivaI at Dir'iyah proved a blessing for him and his 
1 

mission as he saon succeeded in allying himse~f with the local chief, 
~ l . ' 

Muhammad b,. Su' üd. This alliance(c. 1745) of the reformer and the ruler 

( or of the spirit and the-sword) brought about the spread of his 
, ) 

te~ch~ngs and the ultimate clash with the BanI Khalid. By 1765 Most of 

Najd had sworn obedience to them and the Wahhabl doctrines. The Su'üdls 
1 

played off the BanI Khalid chiefs one against the other before,a decisive 

attack. Their first raid on al-Rasa in 1784 was foilowed by another on 
• 

Qatar and 'Uqayr in 1787. The raids were characterized by surprise, ,. , 

1 -

ferocity ~nd terrorism. 8yI793 the Bani Kha11d were rent asunder by their 

internal atrifes nurtured by Su'udi diplomacy.19 , 

In 1793, Barrak b. 'Abd al-Muhsin, a Ban! Khalid chief, played an 
• 

important role in 8ervi~g the Su'üdls when thèy attàcked Zayd b. 'Uray'ir, 

, . -
his coùsln and chief in the south, whom the Su'udis had formerly supported. 

1 

.When the capture of Hufuf. Mubarraz. and Qattf ~eemed impossible-, Barrak 
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was able ta 'enter Mubarraz by a ruse forcing 'Uray'ir's sons out and 

1 20 
,implanting himself there. , The Su'üdIs appointed tbeir dWn governor in 

1795. However, Qat.1f togf7ther with Sayhat and Tarüt Islands, one of the 

s~rong~st Bani Khalid positi~ns, resisted unti! 1800, when it fell to 
1 

- 21 
treachery; yet its opposition to Su'ûdl rule continued for some time. 

Kuwayt was raided be~een 1793- 5 while Bahrayn and a part of 
• 1 . 

'Uman were annexed in 1_802. The Q'awasim and Masqat a'cknowledged Su' ~dI 

- ,- h 1 22 0 supremacy and the B»raymi oasis was ~aptured in t e ,same year. In 18 1-2 
-1 - _ 

they sa~ked Karbala and Najaf,alarming the Shi'ahs. Late in 1802, Ta'if 
• 

was captured; on April 27, 1803, the holy city of Makkah was taken, and 
'\ 

Madlnah was deseerated the following y~ar. The e~puision of the Turkg 

from, and the des~eration of, the holy eities startled the whole MusUm 

world which demanded action. 23 

To say that ~here was consternation in the Muslim world inadequately 
~~ 

des~ribe8 the utter turmoil and dismay. lt was as if Oliver Cromwell 

had suddenly seized the Vatiean.~4 
1 

This mark~ the climax of Su'üdI power which saw s strong reaetion totally 

annihilating them for a while and an end of ~»firet phase of thei~ 

ascendaney at the hands of Muhammad 'Al! Pas~ of Egypt .ho was ordered 

by th~ Ottoman Sultan to expel the Su'üdls trom the Hijaz. 25 . 

Thel Oùoman Sultanate 
j 

( , , 
." 

The Qttoman rule'over Arabia dates back to 1517 when Sultan SalI. 1 

conquered E8YPt~ "to which was attached the Hijaz. It was the only province 
l ~. , ..---

of'any c~n8equence in Arabis due to the importance of the holy citiès of 

./ 
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Makkah and Madlnah. Its tontrol commanded great political and religious 

honour and prestige. After the conquest the Sultan carried with him some 
- . 

relies such as sacred robes and articles dating back to the early 
, -

Islamic periode He thus became the guardian ~f -the ~o holy cities 

(Khadim al-Haramayn al-Sharrfayn) thus entitling himself caliph. He 
• 

conquered the Yaman as weIl. \ \ 
His successor, Sultan Sulayman t'he magnificent(r. 1520-66), 

extended his boundarie~ in ~ll directions in Eurasia. By 1529 a Turkish 

naval fleet visited the 'Persian~ulf and touched ~t Basrah. In 1534 the 

- - -Persian provinces of Tabriz and 'Iraq were conquered. While gtill at .. , 

Baghdad in 1534 Sulayman received Rashid, the son of the ru 1er of~Ba~rah, 

who offered him the keys. of the city a)ld- obsequious messages. Similar -
- --/ 

. hornages came from the Jaza'ir and Gharraf regions, Lürish Hills, H~ayzah 
• 

, marshes as well as Qa~If, Bahrayn and perhaps Hormuz. In 1538 a Turkish . . 
fleet raided the ~ndian Coast around Goa. Masqat was also occupied for . 

26 
some time. However, Turkish control over eastern Arabia for the Most 

part lapsed, and in central Arabia it ?ever existed. But for their 

- - 1 

garrison stationed there, the Hijaz itself was almost autonomous. Except ~ 
) . 

for the capture o~the holy cities and the expulsion of the_garrison in 

1803-4, the Turks çared little for Su'.üdI expansion in Arabia. 
;J • -

1 Egypt itself was an ~ven more striking example of Turkish misrule. 

It was entrusted ta the tyranny'of th~ MameluKes headed by Ottoman's 
, , 

nominal viceroy. Under such ~~ndittons Napoleon\pccupied ~gypt in 1798J 

and Nelson followed him i~iat.1Y •. The Sultan draftod armies from hi. 

dominions to expel the-Brit~sh and French from Egypt. The governor of 

Kav~la in Albania .• e~~ 390 trooP8 under his s.n, 'AlI Agb&, who bore many 

. privations in his attempt t~l land at Abü Qlr. The disgusted COJllD8nder 

.f 
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returned home, entrusttng his troops to his lieùte~ant, Muhammad 'Ali, 

who was destined to become viceroy of Egypt and the founder of modern_ . ) -
~ -, 

Egypt. The Treaty of Amiens restored Egypt to Sulta~ SalIm III (r. 

- 1789-1807) after the"British and the French withdrawal in 1803. 27 

The Sultan appointed Khusrü Pasha as his viceroy there. Tne 

Mamelukes were determined to destroy each other and possess Egypt 
'. 

1 -exclusively. The troops would obey no one, not even Khusru, but their 

own Albanian chiefs, ràhir and Muhammad 'AlI. A mutiny among the troops 
•• 1 

resulted in the murder of Tahir, the appointment of 'AlI Pasha as -the~>'

new viceroy and Muhammad 'AlIls sole charge over the Albanlans. Upon his 

murder enroute té Cairo, 'AlI Pasha w~s succeeded by Khurshld Pasha, 

who was promised support by Muhammad 'AlI. Thus in Cairo, Khurshld 

depended on the latter. The troops were already resti~e for their pay 

and the population vas famished. ln his own interest, Muhammad 'AlI . , 
started flattering and canvassing the 'ulama' and notables who were 

pressing Khutsh~d for various demands. When Khurshld 

demands; they de~ared Muhamm~Ali to be the ruler 

rejecta,!l, ,their 
.... ..,- j. ! 

.... if 

ins tead, 'b\1t' the 

latter preferred to seek the Su 1 tan 1 s approval. An emissary, sent to 

honour the stranger of the-two rivaIs, approved Muhammad 'AlI and 

Khurshid left Cairo on August 7, 1805".28 This marks the start of the 

era of Muhammad 'ALI. lt should be 'pointed out that the occupation of .' , -
l ' 

Egypt by the French followed by the British vas not a solltary event but 

part of a l~rger process by which the European powers,were attempting 
• 1 

_ to gain supremaçy over the entire East. A brief account ~f some of !hair 

activities ~ill be in order. 

) 

'( 
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The European Powers 

-
Ottoman ascendancy had blocked the traditional overland routes 

to the East in the early I5th century, compelling the West to find 

alternative routes to~ndia, which was considered a repository of great . 
~ 1 • 

wealth and provisions. Columbus and D~ Gama thus discovered America and 

India by sailing westward and eastward: The Portuguese soon conquered 

Masqat and Hormuz'in the Persian Gulf, Malacca, Aden and a few coastal 
) 

towns of southern India, about 1505-7, by their superior naval power and 

a.rtillery. With the mastery, of the Gulf Coast, the~r monopol~ver the 

sea route, trape and wè11th and their tyrannical', rule there continued 
1 

for a century. The Dutch then appeared on the scene as a scourge of their 
fr 

pride and covetousness. After the defeat of the invincible~rmada in 1588, 
, 

the British epoch of enterprise and activity commenced with the grant of 

the.Royal Charter of the (English) East India Company. Their first 

Factory wàs opened at Sürat, India, in 1613 and another irrJask, Persia, 
• ,1 

in 1616. However the Portuguese prevalled and intr~gued everywhere.' ln· 

1622, a joint Persian, Briti,h and Dut~h attack on Hormuz ousted the 

Portuguese confinlng them ta Masqat. Nevertheles8, thelr ~ilitary strength 

still alarmed the tng1ish. In 1640' the Portuguese opened a Factory at 

Basrah .. They were~ dr.iv-en Ou't of. 'Uman by 16)0, after which they could . 
. 29 not maintain their smaller enterprises and later vanlshed. 

The British monopo~ in sllk and other Persian trade was sna~ched by 
! • 

the Dutch by 1630 by bribes and higher prices. 1hough four ~uccessive 

wats in the second half of the 17th'century with}the British and the 

French we4k~ned them considerably, yet the ~utch continued to predominate 

over the British in Persia until 1688,when they began,losing that 

1 
position. They had two major Factories at Bandar 'Abbls and Basrah. Due 

• 

.. 
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to losses and disturbed con~!~ions the former was closed in 1759 while 
, " 

the latter was moved to Kh!rij in 1753. They were obliged to close ft , 

'in 1765 and to leave for Batavia. 30 

About 1611 the French opened a Factory at Bandar 'Abbas. They had 
,0 / 

another Residency at Basrah but the trade at bothôwas negligible. They 

had considerable possessions in India and diverted more attention and 
"--~" 

energies there, but in the Anglo-French wars of the 18th century, they 

lost Quebec and most ~f their Indian possessions to the British.JI 

, The British sailled to the East as merchjlnts and traders seeking 

trade and fortune but they soon felt the need for naval fleets· and 

standing armies. Sir Thomas Roe's accreditation in 1615 at the court of 

" the Great Moghul,Emperor" marked the start of their political activity. 

The decline of the Moghul empire in the I8th century facilitated the rise 

of the European powers at remote'r coastal areas of. India during the 
. ! 

second half of the 18th century. AIl British possessions west of Bombay, 

---- ! - /' including the Gulf region, Basrah, Baghdad and farth~r north and A~en in 
{;' 

the south, were under the direct control pf the governor of Bombay. 

Returning (to·an earl!er perio~ and the Persian Gulf region, the 
. 1 -

. British opened another F~tory,· after Jask, at Bandar ,'Abbas to hand~e 

their increasing volume of Persian trade. However, Dutch intrigue soon 

obliged them to search for a place outside.Persia. So they opened a
r 

Factor~ at Basrah. The one at Bandar 'Abbas was closed a riumber of ë1mes 

and reopened for similar reasons. Atp.ast an agreement wa~ worked" out .~ 

to establ~sb-a Factory at Ab~shahr in 1763. This later became the 
.-

principal Beat of British commerçe an~ administration in the Gulf_ By 

1788, when the British were assu~ed of security and Persian confidence, 

the Dutch hold there had waned and the former's grip in India and the 
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Gulf was becoming f~rmer. However,:their interests in the Gulf were still 
/ -

confined to safe passage of their vessels and materials. lt was Napoleon'. 

march t,o the East which alarmed them and they haatened to conclude a 
~ 1> 'S' 
1'-' 

treaty in 1798,and another more favourable one in 1800,witqîMasqat. They 

also increased the number of their vessels and cruises in the Gulf. 32 
. / 

Until the turn of the century there was no molestation or act of 

piracy against their vessels: 

•••••• even up,to the year 1797 the molestation which the Bri tish 

trade experienced •••• may be attributed to that Interference which 
__ r-

the government exercised in the disputes between the petty states 
---in the Gulf. Whenever we preserved a strict neutrality, we derived 

every Jadvantage from the observance of that policy •••••••••••••••• 

Until the year 1r96, 1 have been una~~e to trac~ a single act of 

aggression, even on the part of the Joasmees, against the British ~ 

flag~ The attack of the Bassein Snow, and of the Viper cruiser, in 

1797, was supp~sed to have been by Arabs in the interest of the 

deposed Prince of Oman, •••• ~nor was'lt until 1804 that the Jo8smees 
- 1 d / 33 ., •••••• commenced their piratica epredations. 

Actually the trade and the tra~sport of the trade goods had gone in 

cheaper ha9ds of the Qawasim. This nece'ssitated the BrU:ish exped~tions 

of 1806 and 1809. The: 

Truth of'the matter is that behind the humanita~ian mask the British 

desir~d to eliminate competltors of their trade and shipPing.34 

r , 
In Any event, the two expeditions of 1806 and 1809 proved ~neffectual 

beforè long and increased piracy agaittst the British shipping. A mention , 
, -

of more British'involvement in the Gulf affaira will follow as oUF study 
, , 

( j 

p~oceeds to discüss the reasons for the Egyptian expedition in Arabis, 
) 

in general snd eastern Arabis in particulsr, / the subject of' this thesis • 

• r 
) 
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,HAPTER LI 

CAUSES NECESSITATING THE eXPEDITION 

We must point out from the outset that the causes necessitating 

the Egyptian expedition ta ~astern Arabis cannat be separated from those 

for mountillg the expedition on Makksh "and Madlnah or the one directed at 

Dir'Iyah, the WahhabI capital, because the immediate and paramount objactive 
. ~-' 

in the three areas/~Œt only the recovery of thé two Holy Cities but also 

guaranteeing their security. The Su'~dls were no doubt expelled from the 
, ~ 

Cities during.I812-1813, but their confinued resistance evep after }heir 

rout from Cne Hljaz necessitated a further action against-Dir'Iyah in 

1815-1818. As we shall see in the next cgapter, the' destruction of Dir'Iyah 

in ~818 did ~ot ac~ompliS~_its objective because many SU'f~I leaders and 
1 -, ~ 

supporters fled to north, south and eastern Arabia and the conquest had to 

be extended thenee. Thus the paramount aim of the east Arabian ~ampaign was 

to secure Makkah and Madihah, and to erase the disgrace of the Ottoman 

e~pulsion from the hOly eities. I 

lt may seem from what has been, said above t~at the sole reason for 

mountlng the Egyptian expedition was to free the holy places from the 

Wahhabls' grasp. But certainly this'~as not the oaly resson. II am therefore' 

proposing to enumetate yaripus other incentives which propelled the despatch . ,~ 

of tpe expedition. ~t seems best to study these<incentives under three 

11 
J 

\ 
J 
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) . 
main headings, nameIy, (a) ~e Motives of the'Sub11me Porte Cb) Muhammad 

• 
'Allls Aima and (c) Others. 

A. THE MOTIVES OF THE SUBLIME PORTE 

l. Religious Honour 

\.., .' 
The recovery of Makkah and Madlnah was no.t motivated by high hopes 

, \ 

of any econom1c gains but out of rel1gious expediency and strategic 

nece~sity. The Sultan's ti\le of Khadim al-Baramayn al~Sharlfayn pre- --~ . 
supposed possession of the Holy Cities, while that of Kh.llfah and Zill 

, , -. 
Allah ( shadow of God) enabled him to claim the allegiance and support of 

j --
the religious scholars and the 'ulama' who could maye the masses in Any 

direction by their speeches and Friday sermons. Due to his control over <: 
~, 

thecities the Sultan's/name with his titles used to be recited'ln such 
,r 1 

'" _ _ ..... l 
sermons aIl over the Muslim world._Th~ Su'udis had forbidden such recital 

in their domains~'including,the Holy Cities.Z To reta~n his titles,'honour 

and allegiance, it became obligatory for the Sultan to recover the eities. 

2. Restoration of Pilartm8ge 

, 
Moreove~, the;Turkish-ïed pillrüa caravana to the eities vere .1so 

stopped by the Su' üdl.
o 

from' 1802., Only those who wopld strictly Adhere to 

, the Wahhabl,tenets vere allowed to mâ'ke,"the Pilgrimage. 3 This 'was another 

biow to the Sultants dignity and caused a commotion demanding retaliation, 
Çl 

and restoration. 
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'3. Arresting Su'~dl Expansion' 

The Sultan 1 s authority had further bee't)chn Il~nged by successive 

r.aids' and successful plunder deep into the ottoman provinces of 'Iraq 
1 . 

and'Syria. The Su'~dis had not yet accomplished th,.fr e.xpansionist 
/ ' 

designs. Evidently their raids vere to be fol!ow['II by conquests in the 
, '4 

Fertile Crescent and elsewhere on the ruins of ttH' 'lUrkish Empire. 

lt vas therefore a question of life and death for .. he Forte to Arrest 

Su' üdl expansion, an~ enhance and réstore Turkish 1 nfluence. 

4. Threat t01Turkish AuthoritY 

The earliest Su'~dI threat to the Sultan'EI IItlthority was felt in 
., 

eastern Arabia itself where the Bani. KhaUd were r"uted_ by the WabhabIs 

about 1793. Their raids farther north into 'I.raq ,!,ul be~n .causing alarm 
" ...J . 

since 1784, obliging the Sultan to ordèr hiEf 'Iraq T wall to reduce them 

effectively and ~o destroy Dire Iyah. 5 The Pasha en' rusted the first two 
_ \ • of 

expeditions to Thuwayni, the Muntafiq chièf. The ~ 1 rst one of 1787 wa,s 

0, 

indecisi ve whi le the second of 1797 W8S considerah' >' bet ter equ ipped. The 

Pasha 'supplied a contingent of Turks and artiller)' ~hile the Ban! Kh;l~ 0 
< c::J 

under Huhalllllad b. 'Uray' ir and Barrak b. 'Abd al-Htlhsin a1so joined 
• 

- ·6 -Thuwaynl. At .Jahra in KuWayt, he amassed more arm"', atœ1unition and 

provisions, dispàtched a fleet with stores to Qatit and recruited 
• 

mereenaries. Columns_ from KUW$yt~ Bahrayn and Zubayr also joined him. The 
• 

mareh continued to Shibak ~ al-Hasa, where 'l'buwaynl ~a8 murdered on July l,. 
- - . 

1197,' by a n~$ro alave. The rèsultlng 9laek ôf unit y, discipline an~ 

leadership occasioned premature and instant.Hiapet""l of the army.' In 
, ' ' 

j 
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1798, Sulayman 'organized another army under his Kahyi, 'Ali ~asha. The 

Shaykh bf Kuwayt transported their infantry, artil~ry and ammunition in 

his vessels to al~Hasa. Fresh Su'üd1 help obliged 'AlI to raise a two 

month successful siE8e~ A short\ lived truce was later concludèd. 8 The 

Su'üdis extended their raids to Najaf, ~arbalaJand the outskirts of 
\ roo -- \ 

BaghdAd'; but the Pasha did not dare faeing them. Soon thereafter Makkah, 

Madlnah and'the Yaman were captur~ and the Turkish and Persian pilgrims 

stopped. 9 In Syria, the Su'üdls raided Jawf al-'Àmir and Hawran, within . .. 
} 30 miles of Damascus, ~nd sacked 35 villages there in 1810-11. Aleppo 

was also held to ran~om. Yùsuf Pasha, the Syrian Wall was replaced by -
Sulayman only because of Yüsuf' s failure to conduct the pilgrim caravans 

-' 1 

to, and expel the Su'~dis from the holy cities and'Sulayman's assurance , 

that he could accomplish this. But the Port~'s threats and orders fail~Q 

- - 10 to oexert even the slightest impression on the Su'udi mind. 
! 

5. 'Eliminating Muhanmad 'AlI and the Su'üdls • 

The capture of Makkah and Madlnah by the Su'üdIs and Muhammad 'AII's 

rise were simultaneoue. The Sultan had con~oned his intrigue and his 

succession to Kburshld 18 mont{ls later, only when the Sultan senaed an . 
II imminent Russian attack. When the Portets consolidation, Egyptian 

stability and the European menace ought to bave been his paramount '-, ~., 
\ 

concerne,. ~he Sultan chose instead to involvEt the Pasba wifh the Su'üdls. 

Purthermore, he refu,sed any- Syrian military or ma'terial aid, though 
o • 

- 12 
well-a~are of it8 potential benefit. From ~he point of, view of the 

~orte, thelPasha wa, as rutble88 and ambitioua as the Su'üdls. Dy playing 

off", ~he two up8~rt8 against each other, in an exhausting deser~ war. the 

J 
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Sultan could expect the draining of power and resources of éâch belligerent 
J 

and the eventual restoration of his own supremacy in Egypt and Arabia. 

6. InternaI &Gd External Dangers 
i 

Besides the Su'udis and Muhammad 'AI~, the Pashas of Barbary, 'Iraq 

and Syria cared but Uttle for the Sultan, while his Grand VazIr and the 

military commanders were intriguing against each other for supremacy 

over the ~est. Furthermore, altbough the British 89d French did evacuate 

Turkish soil under the Treaty of Amiens, nevertbeless each was /equally 

anxious to grab and annex Turkish domains. Their contention did not lie 

wi th the Il Sick man of Europe " but aplong themselves esch hop,ing to exclud-e 

13 the other •. "If the Su~tan could close his r<!nk and file and consolidate 

his administration and authority, he could then exert effe~tive control 

and ward off internai and external' dangers. The recovery of the Holy Citi,es 

was the only issue of sufficient religious sanctity and necessity around 

which he could rally and unite bis forces and the entire Muslim world. 
• J 

We thus conclude that ln the name of the restoration, freedom and 
-

security of the pilgrimage and the liberation of Makkah and Madlnah from 

J 
the " sacrilegious " Su' üd'is, bhe Sul tan aimed at cpnsolidating his power 

{ 

to help rid himself of bis recalcitrant and mutually antagonistic 
{ 

subordinates) 8S well as internai and external threats and autànomous 

tendencies. 
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D. MUHAHMAD 'ALÏ' S AIMS 

~ 

Contemplating one or more of these objectives, 'Sultan Mahmud II 

(r. I808-39) turned, in I809, to,the Pasha, exhorting him in the name of 

- - 14 the glory accruing to him and 'Egypt ort his saving Islam from the Su' udis. , 

-Muhammad 'Ali, so far ~ silent spectator of the Su'udi incursions, sensed . 
in this an answer to his ambitions and a clear solution of his 'problems: 

Let us examine them. 

1. Religious and Political Glory 
1 

Ind~ed the proposed campaign carried great attraction andweight. 

Dy expel1ing the Su'üdfs from the Holy Gities, he could rightly expect a 

hero's stature as defender of Islam, practical statesman a~d military 
, 

strategist. However, it involved sacrifices and risks which even the 

weIl established Walis of Syria and 'Iraq dreaded. -He was a1so weIl aware 

-of the intrigues in Egypt of various Mamelukes and 'ulama' for supremacy. 

However he accepted the challenge, sensing more security, autonomy and 

horiour for himself. 

, 2. Securing tbe Porte's Pleasure 

Whetber impelled by sheer allegiance or fear of the Sultan, the . '. 
, 

Pasha's paramount aim was to secure the Sultan's pleasure and perpetua te 

- his own rule in Egypt. A,ccordingly he ~ould pose as an active, zealou8 

15 and obedient servant of his august ma8~er. However, before sending 

though under the pretext of an expedition, he would ensure the rèmoval 

o~ aIl possiblé threats to his authority in Egypt, and to secure military J 
r , 

political and finaneial gains. 
) 

.. 
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J 

3. ~i~!ng Himself of Mamelukes 'nd 'Ulama' 

His next anxiety lay in the Mameluke struggle for supremacy. He 

héld failed to padfy these 1000 odd rulers spread ,throughout ~gypt. 
\ 

Accordingly he ~~voeated disposing of them and thus securing Egypt from 

their ~ntrigues and conspiracies, before parting with his troops. On 
~ ! 

March l, 1811; he was thus enabled to collect and massacre 460 Mamelukes 

present 1n t~ Cairo,Citadel, followed by the slaughter oj the rest where~ 

16 ever they were found. 

The second group of his rivaIs in Egypt was that of the '~Iama' 

and Shaykhs through whom he had manoeuvred his entry. They had now started 

intrigues against him. The Pasha artfully suceeeded in di~idin~ them, 

exiled his dWn fortune maker, 'Umar Makram, from Cairo and deprived othèrs 

\ 17 
of lucrative posts and sal'aries, thus arresting their effectiventj!ss. 

4. gbanian Tro0e! J' 

A much greater danger to his stability lay in another eehelon o~ 

his own maklng, the Albanian uashl -Buzü~~, wnô were nothing more than an 
1 

undiscip1lined armed rabble. They rioted a number of times and were kept, in, 

---- 18 check by nothing but regular pay and s~v~re punishment. ReaIizi~g the 
" 

superiority of European warfare, he decided to build a new disciplined 'r' 

ar~ equiped with a modern fleet and hardware; but no one expected the 

Albànians to adapt to or accept such norms. For a similar attempt Sultan 

, Salim had been deposed and murdered in 1807.19 Thelr absence anË expected 

easuaIt,les during the expeditlon 'would facilltate the estab~i~hment of 

a new diseiplined' foree- the Nham al-Jadld. -

J 
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5 .. 'Fi?ancial Advant!ses 

24 

On attaining power, Muhammad 'Ali took over 'huge liabilities with . . 
\ 

apparently no asset~. lThe Mameluke misru~e, extavagant donations and 

expenses of former rulers and Anglo-French wars there res~lted in 

en'ormous economic problems and huge debts. This order enabled him to 
1 
request the Sultan for military supplies, a loao of 10,000 purses(!. 50,000) 

and remission of Egyptt s annual tribute of about 2,800 purs es ~n the 

groun~ of ârought and off-aetting repaira tO,Alexandria harbour and the 

dehts.
20 

The Portets assent to his demands emboldened the Pasha and ensured 

his stability. His'next target was maximum independence and autonomy within 
~ 21 

or outside the Turkish Empire. 1 Availing ,himself of, the precedent of a t 

. . 
quasi~autonomous Barbary ~!l~;, he:advocated the same status fo, Egypt 

by claiming it to be in the beat intereats O! the campaign to avoid the 
, 

Britishrblockade. He assured the Porte of a return to the ordinary status 

---22 
after the war. lt may be noted here that he had als~ tried in vain to 

, 

eliclt French and British recognition of his independence in 1810 and 1812 

23 respectively. He was thus always ambitiou8 to expand his authortty'. 
1 

7. !is Ex~an8ioni.m 

1 Muhammad 'Ali th~s developed his strategy step by step, from 

crushing his opponents and securlng maximum financial and milita~y gains 

to·asking fot auto~omy~ But for religiou8 honour and the control of land 

-
, ~ 

• 

___ . __ .. ~. ___ .. __ ;_K._ .... __ ..-oI<ti.=....w:..u~Ill>I!l!...~ .. ,,~w.;; .. ~~~ 
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and sea routes to the ~ast, Arabia had no appeal nor resources for his/, 

agg;randis«;!ment, while the four Syrian Pashalics, the' Fertile Cres cent, 

were repositories of wealth and military personnel, at the centre of great 

J powers and along the dir,ect route from the East to the West. By possessing 

them he could control the communications and thus the military and commercial 
____ 1 

designs of any power. Sulayman Pasha's intrigues with ,the Mamelukes against 

him had 

-started 

added impetus /to his expansionist designs", According~y in 1810 he 

- 24 complaints against Sula~man. 

,At first he- demanded that Sulayman be replaced by Yusuf Pasha, who 

had earlier been superseded for his failure and on'Sulayman's assurance to 
1 

conduct the pilgrim caravanj ~ut the Porte promised to pardon and assign 

Yüsuf in Arabia~5 The Pasha waited until the Egyptian army met ~ith a 
, 1 
disaster in early 1812 between Yanbu' and Madlnah. He th~n un.succes'sfully 

/a~ked for another expedition under Yüsuf ofrom ,Syria white he himself offered 

2,6 
to lead an Egyptian ~~my to ensure complete victory. 

Sixteen months of his' planning finally unveiled his frank and explicit 

,tlfequest of investing him Syria as w~ll, because the destruction of Dir'lyah 

cou Id only be ac~ieved by a two pronged attack of~gyptian and Syrian armies, 

forcing 'the Su' üdls to fight on tw,o, .fronts. Because of Sulayman' s ignorance 

of Aral>' demeano\Jl:., he axgued', the Syrian troops could more effecth'ely be 

d 1 d d hi i l cOllllland2.7 Thi t 1 d d ep oye un er S own,s ng e 8 reques was a so turne own 

by the Porte allegedly to .. protect him from, the envy and ill-will of other 

28 Pashas". After another futile attempt of 1816, in the name of Arabian -

29 expedition, he gave up aIl hopes"to possess Syria by persuasion and pretexts. 

We will refer to Muhammad 'AII's conq~est of Syria elsewhere. This brings . 
", 

us to other multifarious causes of the expedl~lon. 



\ 
! 

'1 
! 

;) 

1 

\ 

( 
\ 
Il 

( 

26' 

C. OTHER RUSONS 
• C.d 

/' 

l. To cRe. tore Lost, GloJZ ~,~,! ~ala,!c«; «?f P91"er 

The Sultan and Muhammad 'Alt were well,avare of the decline and 
• 

iimpotenQe o~ the Ottoman Empire, mainlr becau.e of the European Power.' 
o / 

ma.te~ ov.r the .&as, thè1r .uperlor modern .rmam.nt., well dl,~lpllned 

arœt •• and diploma~. Both vere anxiou,'to re.tore the lOlt glory. 1 

Previouo11 whe. Sultan Sallm .ttempted~ to enfor •• a nev lllilitary .od.~ on .1 

European mode1., he had be,n dec1ar.d an infidel, depo.ed and killed.30 

• Muhammad 'AIt had the .am. plan. but he carried them through only after 
• 

waakening the calame' and .anding his troops to Arabi., .. discu.sed above. 
1 ' 

As for the lea pow.r. both de~eloped it greatly. Admittedly the 

p •• ha wa' "the on17 ea.tern ruler who recogni.ed the tmportance of ... 
JI -

power Il and who set out to accolllplilb It. In brtef, he bad militaty 

vellel. built at Bomba,. and 

a notable Arab pirate chief 

Suez for an impol1ng Red Sea fleet qd hired 

for his navy.3_2 For th. Mediterran.an, he 
~ 

purcha.ed in th. Levant leveral veslela and had more buU t,.in Geno~ ~d 

Verdce. England and France refu.ad to 1811 h:l.m frigate.' and the 1ata.t 

.upertor model., though he had two frigates and a brig built~at Mar.eille.~3 # 

He thu. reofgall:l.zed hi~ army and founded a Modem -~avy cOIDparable vith 

European OD8~. He !a. • single minded practfcai man vith 8~~cer~ and 
. -

tru.ted office., .. ch a. Ibrihlm. " th. lion of ~e brave who.e COUD' el 
,34 - - ' . 

bath alv81' proved fortunate' • and Sulayman, the convert Capt. S~ve;, .11 
"j 

effort. tc/bribe w'bom' - eV8Jl vith a b8redit~ Pa.ba1:l.c _ faUed. 35 He 

------
.110 8Ucceed~d in purgtag bi. admiDi,tratioQ and country ffom de8truc~~~~_ 

e.le_t,. 
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,. 

The Sultan, though equally ambitious) was overwhelmed by selfiah 

and intriguing cour~ier. and recalçitrant subordinates whosejlethargy and 

Btupidity made hûn as impotent against 'infidel' Greeks as with Iheretic' 

Su'üd1s. He was well aware of the need to r,organizè and purge his 

administration but failed to do so. His habit of dividing authorit~ to 
l ' ( • 

~ 36 1 
avoid intrigue proved fatal. Mu~ammad CAlI was the odty person, despite 

\ , ) . . 
his own ambiti~ns, who obeyed the Sult~ scrupulously, rose to his camnands 

\ . 37 
and posed as hii active, zealoàs and obedient servant. By recovering 

the lost glo~ they hoped to regain,the Balance of Power in their favour. 
} --

As we see below, this expedition wa, a1so a step i~ that direction: 

(a' With a formidable navy and the occupation of Arabia, they could control 

the Indian Ocean, the Persian Gulf and the Red Sea; "for 
t 

His mil1tary action in A~bi~ and the Sudan affeeted three regions 
-~ -

they(the British) were already interested ~ the Red Sea, the Persian 

Gulf and AbY6synia. 38 
, 

(b) Capt.-Sadleir~ a British emlssary, was Bent by the BombaY/8ovetnment 

in 1819 t~ solicit Egyptian cooperation agalnst the 'Pirate Coa8t·.- The 

Turklsh interest. being detrimental to lt, tbe mission failed. Ap~t fram '. . 

Ibr4hlm's attitude tawards Sadletr, the Sultan had instructed Muh~d 
• 

. • "39 'Ali to support the Gulf pirates. 

. (c) In strict compliance with the Sultant, o~ders Muhammad 'AlI prohibited 
• ,-' . 40 

Bombay ves,el. from 8ai11ng north of Jeddah. 

(d) On the Br1t1.h capture of. Mo~., Y.man, tb. Sultan repr~ded him 

s.verely for neglect of duty and ordered him ~ occupy a11 Red Sea p,ort. 

41 upto ~deD. 
.. 

(e) In 1823. when ~ree British ahip. anchored at Bahrayn, Muh~d 'AlI 
• • 

d d hi 1- k 'b - l' 42 or ere 8 governor to eep an open eye on t air movement8 • 

-
1 

) 
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It is thus evident th.t both of-them h.d the cOIIIIIOn motive of 

gaining ma",tery ovar tbe •••• and land 1.n the Ea~t, 'enabl1ng them to 

tilt balance of power and thus to reinltate the lo.t glo~. 

/2. Sot. Pe.si~le Bas!..~d Pasha 

", 

U l A question ariaes .s to why MuhlUllll4d 'Al Was chosen when be l.cked 
• 

both experience and the Sultan's confidence. Slnee vast deserts in the 

Dorth and seas separate Ar.bia fram tbe outer world, lt w.. .lmost 
- l, . 

impossible to transport sufficient provisions and w.r materials for • 
_ 43 .. 1.. _' 

regular camp.lgn fram Syria or 'Iraq. Horeover, the direct Wadi al-Ba~pl 
route 44·' 

Ito Dir'lyab was infested by staundb Wahha~ls. We have al~e.dy seen the 
- . . 45 

outcome of the C IraqI expeditioDs of 1787-1799 tbrough al-Baia. Consequently" . ' 

on'i' the default of 'Iraq and s1ri ... it was Muhaunad ~Alt alone with bla 
• 

base ln Egypt,who could tmpose terms. 

The initi.l expeditlon to!the Boly Cit1es soon proved ineffectua1 

bec.use of the Su'üd!s' contloued 'depredationa. As we will .ee in the next 

- . - -chapters the ~sun_cAbd Allah truc. of I8IS alao collapaed ,oons while ln 

the south Hasan P,she, tbe Egyptian cOIIIDaDder, failed to quell new . ' 

d1e~rbance. and Wabhabl qprlaiag •• Ibrihlm w~. tharefore sent witb 

re1D.forcfDenta to deltroy Dlr'lyah after the faU of whic:h man1 SU'üdl 
~:::. 

princes and ~pporter. fled, inter ali., to the east and' tbe exped1ti~D 

w.s extended thence. After the recali in 1819 of the bulk of the a~J the 

Suc~di rëlurgence 1~ Najd and ea.tel1l Arabt. nec.eeaU:ated ':another Egyptian 

46 exPedltion. 

--~---------.---_.----~-

J 

--- --, [-.. ~--: ~ 
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4. P~st RU2ture Intrigues of 'Iraq and its Con9ue8~ 

• 
Muhammad 'Ali's capture of Syria in 1832-3 caused ruptur~'of his 

relations w1th the Sultan. 47 'Iraq, n~ his enemy. could strike his armies 

in the rear. He had to guard three fronts,"Asia Minor, Arabia and 'Iraq. 

TPe conquest of 'Iraq wobld not only further his expansion, it would also 

relieve two or rather three sided pressure on his army in Syria. Moreover, 

the Egyptian commander Khurshid's letters trom Arabia to Cai50 speak of 

intercepted letters aginst tbem. A message from a Kuwayt trader~ 'Abd AllÏh 

al-Faddash, to FaY!8l b. Turkl revealed that the Pasha of 'Iraq, with whom 

the former had close ties, was trying to get the S~ltan's ~~ for Fay~al·. 

restoration inlrajd and that the 'Iraq! rasha wo~ld send the military to 

~xpel Khursh!d from there. 48 B~rayn's treatyof 1839 with Khurshld 

" establishes that, even prior to the east Arabian conquest, Mu~ammad 'Ali 
the 

- f 49 
env1sag~d/capture of 'Iraq for which eastern Arabia had to be the base. 

5. Need for Provisions and Food Supplies 

As se~n in chapter 1, local,fdod resources did not support half of 
\ 

\ • - "50 
the Najd popul~tion, necessitating importa from India through Qatif. 

\ ' -. 
. During the Najd war(I817~8) aIl these reso~rce8 and plantations were 

1 ~ 
1 - _ _ 

destroyed or d~pleted. So the Egyptian army was in desp~rate need of food-
1 

st;tfs. Camels for the transport of soldiers, arms and food from the 

-Hijaz and Egypt as weIl as horses and other provisions were also n~~ded, . . ~ 

- J 
for Most of these had been destroyed in the war and what was left had been 

/'" - - SI . 
taken away by _th~ fleeing Su'udis. When the Egyptian gunpowder blew up 

1.. _! 
during theIDil"'ly~h siege some supplie~ were procured during the 

from ea.terp Arabla which highlighted the .ëed to occupy i~.~ 
Il 

emergency 
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6. Marine Communications with Bgypt 

! 
In view of the hostility of Arabs, the long hazardous 

! 
through Arabia, and transporting provision,s, arms and troops 

desert route 

safely and 
'1 

quickly ta and from th~ Hijaz and Egypt, the sea link ~ith Najd and the 

occupation of esst Arabian ports was a matter of dire necessity. This , 
,/ 

point was strongly made in 1838, wh en instead 
1 

53 vessels only one Kuwayt! Ghunchah arrived. 

of a number of expected supply 

7. Egyptian Ambitions to Control the Persian Gulf 

1 , / 

Besides the sea link~" l:'Iuhanmad 'Al! was opposed to British influence 

in the Gulf. The General Treaty' of Peace of 1820 with the' Pirate Coast', 

the Chesney expedition in tbe Euphrates and the-Russian descent ta the . , 
, , 54 

south had augmented his anxieties and doubts. The Gulf was lndeed a 

.matter of vjtal importance for his empire, necessitating the expedition. 

. " 
. 8. Importance of Ba~raln 

1 

----Muhanmad 'AlI attached paramoilnt impor4:ance ta Balir'ayn. He gave 
• 

spec~al instructions to Khalid and<Khurshid)whil~ispatching them in '1837-8 

for its conquest on, inter alia, the following grounds: l, 

(a), Bahrayn commanded the most strategie position because a comparatively .. . 
- J, 55 

sma11 garrison based there could easily control the'whol~ Gulf. The 
, ~ 1 • 

second place of vital importance, of course, 'was the Strait of Hormuz, the 

reduction of vhich vas as much emphasized by Muhammad l'AlI. 
If' • 

(b} Bahr,yn had become a centre of intrigue a~aln8t Egyptian rule ~n Najd 
• 

- " 
and l al-Bas8 'because of the flight there of many Su'üdI chie~s, inèluding 

-

J 

l 
~i 

1> 1 
1 

p.. 
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'Umar b. 'Ufay~an and Muhammad b. Sayf al-'Ajj;jI, respectively the 

governors of al-Hass and Qat1f during the Su'üdi ruie. They were now in . 
_~ - 56 Iegue with 'Iraq. 

(c) These f~gitives had t'a ken with them the wealth, treasury and belongings 
~ 1 1 fi 

1 

of Amir Faysal, which had to be delivered to the rightful owners, the - . 
new ruler, Khalid. 

[' 

(d) It was a part o~ Najd and tributary to the Su'ùdIs and~hence to their 

~ 
-\ successora. " 

1 

(e) lt W4s a place of gre"at economic importabce due to its pearls and trade. 

'!AlI 
'1 1 

(f) Muhalll1lad plànned to make it the main port of eastern Arabia 

because Manamah had good anchorage, facilities wnile aIL other Gulf ports, 

including' Qa:I,~, Sayhat, and 'Uqayr, the three a1- Rasa ports, were 

'hampered by shallows without good anchorage. 
57 

/ It is thus evident that the Persian GuIf( and for"that matter 

eastern Arabia) was of paramount importance, and Muhammad 'Ali was eager 

to bring it under' his control. 

1. 

1 
1 1 

1 
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CHAPTER III 

THE CONQUEST OF EASTERN ARABlA 

- 1 

Il 
o 

The Egyptian expedition can more advaotageously be dealt vith by 

dividing ft into three periods, riâmely, . 

~ a. Fro~ its dispatch to the faU of Dir' Iyah, 1811 to 18J:8, 

b. First period of Egyptian rule ln easter.n -Ar8bia, 1 1~I4-I835, 
- ) 

c. Second period of Egyptian rule and administration, 1836-1841 • 
. 

_ ~first period, a retrospect outside the scope of our ~,~udy, is 

decessar:f..to elucidate the prO"~~e8S, the intensity and n,ature ,of. opposition 

and the diff~culties involved in the expedition. An account begfnning with 
o 

the fal! of l>ir' Iyah 18 apt to be wantiog in as much ~8 it will leave 

impressions that the Su' üdls were no match for the Egyptians and that the 
) 

..... 
( ~ ," formers' authority fiUed only a vacuum in the Arabian desert. 

~ .' 
, 
1 

î 
r 

t 

1 
1 

j 

l-

I () -

Actually 'the seven-year wars' in the Hljaz, 'AsIr snèf céntral Arab.i!a 
---- . 

" ':>~ 
. had culmlnatéd in a six month vehemently resiated siege before the faU 

1 

, 
of Dir' iyah. This Esrptian victory had sma8hed~ at leas,t for a time, the 

, 

Su'üdI p~er. Moreover, 'Abd Allah, the Su'~di ruler, had drafted ar~i:ea .. -----
frOID all "of 1!i. aup,portera and posseasions including .1"~4â and tbe 

__ \ 1 • , \ 

1 Trucial Coast'. These chiefs and armes had efficieri'tly partic:ipated io ' " 
, , 

th'e defende of the Su' üdi c~pltal. Thes. depres8ed fugitives could not 
-, 

dare to contrant the' Egyptiaos again; eapeciaily wben the latter had, 
,'~_ 1 

dur log the siege, already reached eastero B'abla. Consequently lfe begin 
- • 1 

our account with the actual c~at ,between the belUgerents. 
) -
32, 
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A. SU' ÜDi EGYPTIAN "'ARS OF 18I! 1'0 1818 
i , : 

As.seen ~n our historic~l overview; the Su'~dIs held in 1810 aIl 
/" 1 

of central Arabia, m~t of the ~ijaZ, including the Ho~y Cities of Makkah 
, ' 

and Madinah, > portions of the Yamal'!' a part beyond the oasis of Jawf al-

'Àmir in Sytia, parts of 'uroSn, the whole of al-Rasa, Qatar and Bahrayn. 
1 

The Turkish provinces of nàght\ad and damascus and their dependencies were 

occasionally" threatened with their raids. The Su' ùdI authority over al-~Ir, 

later known as Trucial 'Uman, W8S little shaken by the British expeditions 
(:/.) 

of 1806 and 1809~ The on1y area which managed to escape their occasional 

~ 1 
efforts at reduction was Kuwayt. This could only be explained by the . 
SU'üdI in-;'aders' lack of, interest in it rather than its invinÙbility. 

This climax in Su' ~di expans i Of! was des tined to be eclips ed veit)" so,gn. 

,Soon after r-.etvfng t'he Porte's conmand l,n 1809 to save I;;lalb> .. 

from the ~ahhabI.s and to sh.re the glory of recovering the Holy Places" 

Muhanmad 'Ali started tais preparations to advance on the Su' ùdI lands. 
2 

ln the next two years 28 vessels vere btV-lt at Suez to transport troops, 
" 1 u 

ar:am'~ts and p;~i~ion •• 3 l'he .Red Ses ports on thë pilgrimage route from 
~ '~ 

• ' A \ 4" ~ (') 
Cairo to Yan~u& w~re garl'ilonëd and posts estabUshed. AlI vas ready by . 
August 1 I8Il, when tbe c~ trliS entru8ted to MuhaJJlDad 'AlI' S 80n, TÜsün. 

, ~) ( .. 
ln order to win the Arab "art, with presents and religious homogeneity, 

/ - ~ . 
a diplomatie missioft of four • ulama' representing the four .Schools of - , ). . 
Muslim Jurisprudehce, as well as Sayyid' Muh8Dlllad al-Mahrüql, the first . . 
'lIIerchant ( Naqlb al-'l'uJjar') of Odro, had 'to accompany the expedition. 5 

, .. 
On t~e 9th of August, 't'SU, an in,fantry of about 14,000, mostly Alb~ns .. 

_sHed 1n ,63 shipa from Suez while â cavairy. of. 800 headed by TÜsûn hill1self 
. .) 

marched on the 4th of Septemher, 1811.6 

" 



f 
l • 
Î 
! 
! 

) 

( ~ 

( 

( 

j 

• , 

\, 
34 

EsYet1an Conques t of the Hijaz , 

/ 

The infantry arrived off lanbu' which capitulated after two days 

, - - 7 of feeble resistance-in October 1811. Tusun arrived there two weeks later. 

Sharrf Ghalib·of Makka~ in spite of his earlier assurances to join, was 
l 'J c.; -' - 1 

·S 
found to be insincere, waiting to j01n the victor. After three months of 

fruitiess ne80tiations and troop inactivity, !~sün marched towards Madlnah 

1n January 1812. Badar\and al-SafrÎ were taken each after slight skirmishes • . 
While passing throbgh a narrow defile of mountains at Judaydah, they were 

caught unawares by the joint Harb and Su'üdI forces of 18,000 infantry 
() " 
and 800 horse and met with a completê disaster. They returned to Yanbu' 

after great distress and ~oss' of aIl ammunitions, provisions and 4000 dead? 

Fresh reinforce~ements of men and arms were saon sent by Muhammad 
-- 1 {1 

'AlI to revitalize the army. The~BanI Subh and 'Ba~i Salim sections of Harb 

tribe, who 'occupied the fateful passes, were at last won over wlth MahrüqI's 

efforts and gold. 10 Moving his base to Badar, Tüsün attacked MadInah and 

after a siege of tw? weeks captured lt ln mld-November, 1812, by minlng a 
\ \ 

II part of the fortifications. The bulk of the army then advanced to Makkah 

while a few hu~dred were detached for Jeddah. 'Utnman al-Mada'ifl, the ,. 

Su'üdl commander of Makkah~ finding himself tao weak to resist, rttfred to 

Ta'if a few hours before Mustaf; Bey, the Egyptian commander~ e~tered on 
• • • <1,. 

the 13th of ~Y, ISI3!2 Seventeen days'later !a'if was taken, al-
, 

Muda'lfl fled"to B1811. In a later battle he was captured and sent along 
." - ~~ , 

, wi th ,the keys of the Holy CHies and valuabie, offerings to Cairo enroute . 
< - 13. \1 _ 

to Istanbul ~here he was behea~ed. After the rècov'iry of Makkah and Madinah 

the recital of tbe Sultan'a name ln Friday sermons and the annuai pilgrimage 
\ 

stopped for non-S~6üdls' since I802 were restored in ISt3!4 

\ 
\ 

\ 
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Muhammad 'Ali Arrives in the Hijaz , 

However the Su'udi threat to Egyptian rule there continued. Sharif 

Gh;lib's conduct was also far from satisfactory. Mustafa Bey's defeat at 
• • J 

,.\ 
T~rbah added ta H. Ta establish tranquillHy and his supremacy, Mu~alIlllad 'Ali 

sent a c~valry of 2,000 by land while he himself arrived with 2,000 men 

15 - -at Jeddah on the 28th of August, 1813 ~ Sh,ari! Ghalib was arrested and 

deported with his sons and retioue, arriving Cairo on January 9, 1814. 
) 1 

Shadf Ya~ya, Ghalib 1 s nephew, was later ,appo~nted ta pacify his kinsfolk 
16 _ ,r"'" 

and fol~owers. Muhammad 'Alils generous gifts, tax reforms, donations to 

students,_ 'ulima' and athers and the repair of holy places won him respect 

and allegiance~7 His initial march towards Turbah met with disaster; but the 

death of Su'~d in April 1814 'and consequent factional fights st Dir'Iyah and 
1 
the south paved the way for an early and easier capture of the southern Su'üdI 

/ 

strongholds of Turbah and Qunfudhah. Bishah, Ra.nyah and 'AsIr were fotced to 
\ 

rB yield, thus smashing the southern WahhabIs and most of the Yaman. Return1ng 

to Makkah, Mu~ammad 'Al! appolnted officers and arrived at Madlnah on April 14, 

1815. A~prehending an attack on Alexandria, he sailed on May 20, reaching 

20 Cairo post haste on the 25th of June, 1815 • 
./ 

March Towards North a nd East 

While Muhammad 'Ail was in the south his son,' Tùsùn, was campaigning 
, , 1 

in northern Hijaz and Qasim. A garriaon under Ibrahim Agha ( the former Thomas . . \ 

keith)~ while heading north to join ~sûn" was surprised by a large arIDf 

-J ". \ under 'Abd Allan b. Su'ud himself a~ al-Rass. This dis8ster, however, led 
, - / :.1 

to a tru~e in June 1815, whereby 'Abd Allah.conceded the Holy 'Cities a~d his 
1 

own allegiance to the Sultan while T~sün admitted 'Abd Allah's authority 
J 

1 
(, 
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over areas stll~ under·him. Soon the truce proved a dead letter 8S 'Abd 

Allah started reinforcing hi~ army and collecting tribu te even' fr,om areae 
o 

ceded ta the Egyptiansj a1so, Mu?ammad 'Ali would not confirm lt unless 
21 \ 

Dir'!yah and al-~asa were placed under his rule. After the withdrawal of 

the Pasha's cavalry from Turbah, Hasan Pasha, the Egyptlan commander, failed 
, 

to quell the new Su'udl disturbances in the south. 

Fresh reinforcements of 2,000 infantry and 1,500 horse under the 

command of Muha~d 'AIl's second son, Ibr~him, set out from Cairo on the . 
16th of August 1816, witb c1ear orders to destroy Dir'lyah. TWo French 

, 22 
officers and four doctors accompanied them. JAfter restoring peace in the 

Hijaz, they marched on Han;klyah where Ibrahim punishe~, hostile elements, . ~'\ . 
established-law and arder and secured the caravan routes for ~is supplies 

, ) 
\ 

and communications. Adv8ncin~owards Najd, Ibr;h1m dealt a crushing defeat 

on 'Abd Allah b. Su'~d at Jabal MBvlyah between Han;klyah and al-Rass. Capt. . . .. 
Sadleir, the British emissary, who traversed the a~ea 20 monthe later in 

September 1819, testifies, to the stiff flght ~vidènced by abundant bleaching 

23 -skeletons of the armies. 'Abd Allah fled to 'Unayzah from the Jabal. 

Arriving at al-Rass, Ïbrahim'besleged it on the 9th JUly, 1811. 

Despite urgent requests by the defenders; 'Abd Allah did not stir from 

'Unayzah. Thé siege and stiff resistanee eontinued until Oetober 25, when 

after considerable losses on both sides the besleged $ued for peaee. 'Abd 

Allah then withdr~Q Buraydah and Ibrahim rapldl~captured 'Unayzah. 'The 

'Anazah tribe, Shaykh's of Mu~ayr and ~arb tribes join~d Ibr;hlm there vith 

many camels and prov18ion8~4cAbd Allah then hastened to Dir'lyah to fortify 
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- -i t and Buraydah submitted to, Ibrahim. Thus the whole of Qaf!im came' under bis 

sway w1 in t'Wo weeks of the faU of al-Rass.1 Mudhnib, Ushayqir and Fara' ah 

su~m~ted in urn on Ibrahim's appearance. Tbe next march was on strongly 

forti~ied Shaq~; in Januar~ 1818. After a stout fight the defenders were 
25 

forced back into the town and about a month later sued for peaee. 

This reduction of Washm hastened the submission of Sudayr, MBjma'ah, 

-/~ Ruraymala, and Mahmal. Durma, the strongest place-in Najd after Dir'iyah, was . . . 
besieged next_on February 20. Four days Iater Ibrahim manopuvred entry from 

~-=----- - --- -< ' 
the rear. Certain events led to the massacre of lts inhabitants. Marching by 

~ 

.. 'll__ -
~aY81Yah Pass down~ ~an1fah, past 'Uyaynah and Jubaylah, the army eamped at 

Malqa, an houris ride to Dir'-iyah on the IOth of March, 1818. It moved 

- 26 farther to 'lIb, the following day and opened.attack on Dir'1yah. 

The Siege of and Battle for Dir' iyah 

c ~ 

The battle for Dir' iyah continued for ten days on the front line with-

out a b~eak or appreciable advantageJ to either side. Ibrahim ,then deployed 

another 8 trategy. He would change the avenue as weU' as the mode of his at tack 

and strategy many times a day. The next day, for instance, he attacked the 
\ 

northernmost positions in W8d1 Ghubayra. Keepins the defenders busy in front, 
/~ 

he brought a strong cavalry attack in their rear, causing disoider an~ retreat 
) 

at the main front w!th high casualties (inc1uding, alliOng -the royal family). 
, !! 

This was immediately follow~d by a vigorous attack engaging the Su'udi units 

on the left bank of the ,.,:dT, and by an artillery .ttack on sambah fort, on 

the destruction of which ~ Al-I Azan ( an Egyptian commanding c&valry and 

, --
infatltry on the dght bank of the J!!Ü) ruahed t~ 9ccuPy 1t before the know-

ledge of Su"üdl armies under 'Umar b. Su'~d in the rear of the fort. 'Ali . / - , 

Azan then .attacked 'Umarls re,ar, obUging bis troopa fo break and retre8t~ 
} - , ;' 

---------------------.~-----' 

, J, 

( 



J ~' "( 

1" 

-
~ , 

f ' 

. ----~ 

• 

38 

Capturing IUmar~s ~osition, the cavalry led another attack in the rear bf 

Faysal b. Su'üd on the main front and! after a fierce fight routed his troops . 
who fled leaving guns and equipment.' This created panic in Su' üdI troops on 

. 27 
both sides of the w;dI cauBing their flight. Simllar fight continued daily. 

~ J 
" An Egyptian attack on Ghasibah quarters failed in April with heavy . 

losses. Another action on June 21 was lost when a gust of wind caused a fire 

and terrifie explosion in the entire Egyptian magazine, obliging them to . 

abandon the ~~tack. A Su~udi counter-attack was repul~ed only by Ibrahlm's 

unshaken courage and by infusing his own spirit~in the troops: His immediate 

arrangements ta be supplied by 'Ir&q as weIl as Hijaz and the. stimulus of . 
Muhammad 'Ali who sent immediate reinforcements and ammunition under Khal!l 

Pasha, enabled his quick recovery. Atta~ks vere intensified. Supplies . 

contioued pouring in while the defenders were running short of food. Deger~ers 

from the Su'üdi camp grew dà~ly. One of ,the strongest Su'üdI supporters, 't~e 

'Utaybah chief, also j~ined Ibrahim. Ghaslbah, Sahil and Taraflyah vere taken . . . 
, . 

one by one. !arâr'if quarter, where in the c1tadel 'Abd Allah himself vas in 

co~nd vith artillery, resisted unti! September 9, 1818. On earnest request 

o~ his-advisors, clamour of th besieged, ànd ,the bleek situation of 
\ 

pro'lisions, he ho\sted a white flsg. He 8urrendered Ilnd left captive for ',. . . 
cairo vith his retinue under the escort of 400 troops. After a city parade, 

, 28 
in Istanbul, he was beheaded on the' 19tb of December, ISIS. 

- ~ -
The faIl of Dir' lyah h.stene'd~ the conquest. of the rest of Najd and 

cent;~l Arabis. W1èh the liberation of Makkah and Hadlnab, restoration of 

annual pilgXimage and the fall of bir'lyah, Muhammad 'AlI had _indeed acqulred . ,-

a stature of great consequence in the ~tire Musl~m world as the deliverer 

'a~d protector ~f the Boly Land. We,now turn ta the firet period of Egyptian 

rule and administrat~on ln ea,te~n Arabis • 
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B. FIRST PERlOD OF EGYPTIAN RULE IN EASTERN ARABIA, 1814 1'0 1835 

,After the fall of'Dir'Iyah, IbrahIm staye4 t~ere for nine months 

overviewing and organising the state of affaira. Under his fatherrs 

directions he pursued a policy of conciliation and gentleness towards the 

population and the regional chiefs and of pacification by rewards and pa~

ments. This policy, together with his harsh treatment of opponents .and his 

29 Bcrupulous adherence to his word won for him the hearts of the proud Arabs. 
} 

He sent his armies to reduce Jabal Shammar, al-~arlq, al-Hasa and every 

other vestige of Su'~dI influence. Eastern Arabia was his paramount aim. 

As seen above, IbrahIm was receiving provisions and reinforcements 

-----from 'Iraq during his Najd campaign. When in June 1818, the whole of his 
} 

ammunition caught fire, he was immediately supplied from, ~nter alia, Basrah 

30 and Zubayr. Though our sources do not give the route through which the 

- • j 
supplies came, it is proba~le that they passed through al-Hasa and Kuwayt 

- . 
since the direct route to Dir'iyah via Wâdi al-BStin was Infested with . 

- - 31 Su'udis. Evidently eastern Arabia came under Egyptian influence mucb 

before the fall of Dir'lyah. The participation of Majid and Muhammad of the . 
BanI Khalid on the Egyptian side in the siege also supports our view~2 

Moreover, 'Abd Allah had drafted armles from his possessions upon the siege; 

coosequently the bulk of the armies of al-Rasa and Qatlf wlth Fahd al

'Ufays8n and IbrahIm b. Ghanim, the tespective governors, would have been 
• 

away thus facilltating the occupation of the area by BanI Kbalid chiefs. 

Al-Rasa 
• 

In any event Majid and Muhammad, the two sons of 'Uray'ir, the pre-. 
Su'~d1 Bani Kpalid ruler, had by the fall of Dir'lyah occupied al-Uaai 

--(-"" ........... -- -. 
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and Qatif without muc~ difficulty, while Sayf b. Sa'd~n became the ruler of 
• 

his own Sayasib trihe and its area. However ~heir rule was shortlived, for 
1 

,within a few week~, IbrahIm sent his armies there to take possession of aIl 

the SU'"üdi funds and properties. MuhâDmad Agha Kâshif was appointed with a . 
small force of 240 men as the governor of al·Has8 at Hufüf. He W8S 'accompanied 

, , . 
by 'Abd Allah b. 'jÏsâ~h. Mutlaq _of the Mutayr tribe who had previously served -. . 

~ "" 

the Su'üdls in 'Uman. Kriother garrison 
( 

33 under Khalll Agha as its goverQor. lt 

of simi1ar strength was sent to Qadf 
, 

la pertinent to note here that the 

strength of the Egyptian force in the east and the participation of the BanI 

Khalid, especially the 81-' Uray' ir, brothers with Ibrahim ~he siege of 

Dir'Iyah, clear1y indicate that there was no opposition to tfié Egyptian rule 

there. It is said·that the BanI Khalid and Sayasib chiefs 'fled on the arrival 

of thé Egyptians. However, Sadléir's account of his passing in June 1819 

through the BanI Khalid habitations at Sayhat and Hufüf leads us to believe 
/ 

that these tribes and chiefs remained there and cooperated with Ibrahlm's 

armies, though they were relegated to lower ranks than rulers~4 Ibrahim won 

over Mu~ammadand Majid and reinstated their family dignities and properties. 

They were'sworn enemies of the Su'~dls due to religious differences and the 

humiliating wars whiah had culminated in their expulsion from al-Héss. They . 
joined Ibrahim i~ perpetrating atrocities against common enemies. 

In about June 1819, Muhanmad 'AlI ordered IbrahIm ta get rid of, aU 
, . 

fortifications and suspected Su'ùdI sympathisera. IbrahIm made a per;sonai 
0, -

excursion in the country to ascerta1n compliance. He then recalled the bulk 

of his armi~s from central ana eaetérn Arabia. He appointed Muhammad and 
J , ~ 

~jid {l~-' Uray' ir as the new 'Egyptian rU,lers of ,al-l!8SÂ and Mushrif, their ~ 

nephew, as Qat1f goverQor. They bad to pay a part of théir revenues te cover 

wa~ expenses and for their reinstatement~5 Ibrahim then left al-Rass for 

_____ ,,... ___ -------OT-.'.-------"r:'- ,. .,-,-----. --.... ~,-'-' -,------- .~ 
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-the ~ijaz on August 24, l819~ only two ,days before Sadleir's arrivaI at alJ 

Rass~6 From t,he ~ij~'Z Ibrahim proceeded home wllere his father had some 

-other plans lined up for . ..him. 'Mu~ammad 'Ali appointed hh r.ephew, Al}mad 
. -

Yakan, as the new governor of Makkah ~ commander-in-chief of his army in 

37 - - -Arabia. lsma' il Bey had to act as vice governor of Najd but he proved a 
( 

- - -. / 
failure b~fore long. -

~ 

'lt' appears that Mushrj f was. soon superseded' in Qa~if by M;jid'S son, 

-Sa'dun, who weIl received the Sayasib chief, Sayf b. Sa'dun, his family and 

tribe on their arrivaI at Qa~if; but Sayf and important-members of his 
( 

retinue were put to death st night, 

riva1ry. -i1;jid's attempt to capture 

most probably because of anticipated 
Najd 

and rule! failed, though the Bani Khalid 

- 38 ru le in al-Hasa continued until 1830. . 

Citing one incident of Bedouin attack o~ and selzure of an Egyptian 

convoy carrying treasury, Capt. Sadleir reported on June;'~1</i8I9: 
. 

The revoIt of Many tribes of Bedoutns has, in a great measure, deranged, 

) 

the resources of lbrahiJ Pacha, and will of course ~ramp his movements, 

but 1 am happy to learn that these revolts ~re not to be attributed to 

any acts of cruelty counten~nced by the Pacha. On the contrary he has 

pursued the wise policy of attaching to his interest's the principal 
- 39' 

tribe of Binee Khalid •.••. l. 

However this report from Abüs.hahr differs from that from al-Hasâ of July. 17; . 
The politteal state of this 'coJntry differs materially from the reports 

o 

which wer_~current in Indi~t the period of ~ departure ••• the Turks are . ' 

y.1ewed with much jealôusy by these Bedouins ':Ibo ... consider them. .as~ .' . 
intruders. The Turks bave ruled hère with very arbitrary sway and have 

\ 

been accustomed ta enforce their commands over the Bedouins who a~e an 

uncivil1zed, barbarvous race probably the most difficult people ln the 

universe t'a rule or keep in subjection. 

0/ 

ln view of his remarks about the Araba one or two eases of their attaeks on 
1 • ../ 

the Egyptian or loc~l· caravans should not, in our view, connote generaf 
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• 

revoIt. As for his own mission of se~king Egyptian ~ooperation ta punish 
1 

'the Pirate Coast, Sadleir was weIl aware of Ibrahim's intended retreat to 
J 

Cairo via Makkah and of Ibrahim' s sucees sors even when Sadleir was at .r 

Ab~shahr and was himself eonvineed ~f the futilitYeof his mission: 

It ls evident that the district of Ul-Ahsa, the port of Kateef, and the 

advantages of the communication b~ Anjeer, pres~nt more favourable 

prospects than any advantages whieh couid be el(pec,ted ,by the aècession 

of Ras-ul-Khima. If the Pacha has found it necessary to abâJfdon these 

acquisitions, it is Dot t~e expected that he will enter upon any 
40 ~ 

projects ••••••••• 

In any event the combined retreating E$ll?tian force of Qatif and al-Basa' 1eft 

Hufùf on J~lY 22 which marks the ev'cuatio~ of the bulk of the Egyptian army. 
. -

Uowever, the)' Ieft al-Hasa province st Remah on July 28, 1819, whiLe the 
• 1 

i . 42 
last E~yptian units were withdrawn about 1824 from eastern Atabia. 

The same year witnessed the beginning of the Su'~dl resurgence. This 
1 

time their rule, perhaps as Egyptian tributaries, .was marked by t01erance 
-

and devoid of such terror as used to be Gxhibited. The'first Su'ùdl$)Banl 
J 

Khalid confrontation took place in 1827 on the latter's initiat~e when Màjid 

and Muhammad al-'Uray'ir crossed Dahnâ, Najd, and occupied al-'Atk wells of . ' 
Hafar ~ear the 'Irâq-Najd-Kuwayt border. lt was repu1sed by the Su'ûd1s. The .' , 
first Su'ûdl' attack, in I829, under Muhammad b. 4 Ufaysin W8S ta pillage a 

.) • • 1 
.rich caravan between 'U'Layr. and BuÎuf .. ln. earl)' 1830, Muhammad and M'ijid 

again penetrated vith a large force in Najd and occupied the 'Aqlà weill 

between Dahna and Su_no ln· the tbattle that ensued Mijid wal killed on -:-.;. 

February 24, 1830. With new spirit and reinforceaentl under Tur~i, the Su~üd1 
1 

- . 
ruler, Huhammad.lwas obliged ta retreat on March 20 in a complete route ln the 

• \ . 
chasf! that followed, Turkl occupied HufÙf without opposition. MuhUmad, who 

1. .. • 

was holding only the great fort Qasr al-Küt in the northwestern corner of 

-,Hufûf, finaUy ·,urrendered ~n Turkl', offer of honourable terme. ThUG al-}la sa 1 
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came under Su'üdI control aga in with 'Umar b. 'Ufay~an as its governor. 

Qatlf a1so surrendered soon. 'Abd Allah b. Ghanim became its Su'üdl chief~3 / 
) 

In 1831, the 'Amà'ir section of the Bani Khalid unsuccessfuily a~tacked .. 
Qat!f and Hufüf simultaneously. In 18~3 Ba~rayn instigate~ the 'Ami'ir, who 

fblockaded Qa~if, obligi~g its governor to seek Turki's help. Reinforcements 

under Turki' 8 80n, Faysal, obliged the 'Ama tir to raise the siege and take 

~ -refuge st Sayhat, then under Bahrayn. During the ensuing siege of Sayhat, 
, . 

Faysal c~ptured Tarût and DarIn Islands but these, were soon recovered by the 

Baprayn 'Utûb when Faysal raised the siege. The 'Utüb constantly supplied 

and assisted the hesieged. The siege continued until Faysal learnt of Turkl's 

murder by his cousin Mus~;rI. Without disclosing the news, Faysal raised the 

Sayhat siege, hurried to Hufüf with Qa~lf chief, ~athered aIl local cpiefs 
/ -

and announced his father's murder and MusharI's us~rpation of Najd. With their 

backing, he marched on Riyaq, murdered MusharI and became the Najd ruler on 

the I8th of June, Iâ34~4 

Bahrayn and Qatar 
• • 

lt seems that the Egyptians ~id not turn to Bahrayn durihg this period. • • However l its importance was very mu~h in Muhammad 'Ali's mind in 1823 wh~n 

the visit of thiee British ships ther~ obliged him to order/Ahmad Yakan to . . 
- 45 ' 

" keep an ,open eye on these English movements". If A brief account of Ba~rayn 

-will be in order. I?n tbe dem~e of his brother and co-ruler, Salman, -'Abd 

~tà~'b. Ahmad was joined by Kballfah b; Salmin(r. 1825-34) but principally 
• _ • J 

the admi~istrat~on'~emained 1n 'Abd Allah's hands, who became the sole ruler 

aft~r Khallfah's ,death, despite p~ote8t8 of Kba11fah's bei~8. During the 

- British-Masqat expedition of 1819 agains't the Qaw;sitn, Bàhrayn was tnuch ' . 
\ 
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---- '; alarmed. lt therefore submitted to Masqat. lt also volunteered ~o sign the . 
, 46 

General Treaty of Peaee with the British in 1820. 
/ - . 

Out account of Bahrsyn wotild be incomptete w~thout the mention of 

Rahmah b. Jabir who had been conducting a grim war of attrition against the 
J 

trade and 'shipping of Ba~rayi1 since 1783. To achieve this obJect, he al lied, 

himself with Abüshahr Arabs, the Qawasim, Hasqat rulers, the SU'üdls, the . 
Persians, the Egyptians and even sought the aid of British Residents. ,He 

consciously avoided antagonizing a bigger 'power. He joined lbrahlm ~n 1818 

when the Su'üdls were weakened. With his guns 'and vessels he'landed at.QatIf 

and aided Ibrahim'in its occupation. In reward, IbrahIm consented ta his 

settling at Da~m 'and rebuildi~g its ~prt, whi~h the Su'üdIs had destroyed 
, . 47 

in July 1816 to please Bahrayn and to avenge Rahmah 's joining Masqat. 
1 • • • 

When'Sadleir's vessel was stock in the ~andbanks off QatIf on Juné 18, . , 

1819, Rahmah sent Il two intelligent pilots whp conducted the vessel wi th the . . 
• 

morning's tide into the channelu •
48 The Briti~h Resident st Abüshahr, after 

continuous efforts, brought about a short l1ved compromtse between Rahmah 

and Bahrayn io'February 1824. lt lasted until the e~d of 1825. By pro~oking 
• 

the Bani Kh;lid rulers Rahmah waged simui-taneous war with Bahrayn and al-Hasa. . ' 
/ 

He was finally confined o~ly ta Dammam. Masqat distrusted him while the -

Su'üdls were tao occupied in Najd. He approached the British Resident'at 

Abüshahr for aid, failing ~hieh he eventually hired,25 to 30 Balüchl merce-
1 1 

neries for a final battle. The combined Bahrayn and at-Basa forces under the . . . 
command of M.jid al-'Uray'ir and 'Abd/Allah al-Khallfah be8i~ged Dammam from 

la~d and sea -in 1826. Re~~rnin8 fram ~~~ahr, Ra~h fired an insult~ng 

salute at the besieger~ This in~imidatëd Ahmad,b. ~alm8n al-Khallfah, the-
, .' 

commander of.the Bahrayn fleet, who immediatel~ 1ay1ng his Baghlah along . .-. , 
Rahmah's, embarked vith his troops onto Rahmah's velsel. Consequently~_~ 

• 
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.-
After a desperate action of some hours, finding that he had no chance 

of success or,escape, Bin Jauber set fire to his magazine and blew up 
49 himself, vessel and crew. 

The su~vivors 'jumped into the sea, were picked up by the remaining Bahrayn 
• 

" 

vessels and the enemies put to death. After Ra~mah ',8 death, his son Bishr 
( 

'u 

50 -soon surrendered to the combined forces. This strengthened the Bani Khalid 

rule in al-Rasa for a cime and relieved Ba~rayn ot a 40 ye~r menace. Dammam 
{O'.' 6 

came under al-Khallfah. 

As seen in al-Hasa affairs, Bahra~n Instigated and aided the 'Ama'ir 

against the Su'~dIs. It blockaded Qat!f and ~Uq&yr and annexed Tàr~t IslandS 

in 1834.The blockade continued until the middle of 1836, wh en the Persian 

-threat obliged Ba~rayn in agreeing to pay the annual tribute of 3,000, as 
-

fixed in 1831. Ba~rayn chen raised the siege. However, Dammam, ~ayhat, Tarüt 
j, " 51 

and Darl~istricts on the Qat!f coast remained Bahrayn territoriest 
1 • • -

Qa~ar remained "ç,al,m during the~riod, except for a revoIt in 1835 of 

Hawaylah under 'isa b. Tarif obliging them ta take refuge in Abü ZabI~2 

Il> ( 
Kuwayt 

1 

1') 

v.l<wt€~ave -seen that Ibrahim received Immediate ,supplies from 'Iraq ori . -the eKplosion\ of his magazine d~ring the siege of Dir' iyah. Najd refugees st , . 
;. -

Ba~rah and Zubayr conveyed these supplies with the aid of Shaykh Jabir b. 

'Abd AUah(r,' fBIS-59) of Kuwayt. Ibr;h!Di ap?ointed his,representative thet~ 

to ensure the safety and :safe çonduct of his, troops and supplies to al-Hasa 

53, • 
and Hs ports" Kuwayt remained free from e:~,terl1iil threats. However, it is 

1 ~ '1 
! , 

said to 'have aCKnowledged Turkish authority in 182' by agreeing ta pay 40 bags 

of:rice and 400 frastlas of,dates annual1y in return for a'robe of hbnour. . . 
In Janu8ry 1831, Au1Jl:.' Turki' 8 march on ~~bay1!iyah obliged Shaykh Jabir to 

1 

( " 
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buy Ume by' paying trihute. Turkl stayed there for a cons~derable time -

receiving the homage of local chieis~4 • 
U ' 

'Trucial' 'Uman .' 

After submittiog toJhe SU'üdIs, the Qawasim were engaged in piracy 
f 

" against Masqa~ and ~e British in the name of holy wa~. The Su'üdIs found 

SUl:an b. ~aqar, the Qawasim chief, guilty of duplicity, s,ummoned ~nd detai,ned 

h1m at Dir' iyali in 1809. Sul;an man':l,edo t\~ e8~ape the captivity 1 and joined . 

·Muhammad 'ALI in the Hijaz who sent him as his envoy to Masqat asking Imam 
d. ". -;-

, Sa' id to o~cupy the' Uman coast and to rèinstall sul~ân ther~. Th~ lmàm and 

'the Bani Yas of Abü Zab! Led two expeditions ,in 1813 ftnd 1814 against Ras, al-
, il 

Kh~ymah. The latter met with p~tial SUcceS8. Shaykh Sul~an was thu~ appointed 

chief of ~hariqah a~~ Linjah and the Qawaslm agreed to abstaln from plracy 
!J r ~, 

\ , , 55' 0 

on either side of the two Gulfs below Ba~tayn. This brought about !81ptl,~ 

-influence on the 'Uman coast in 18I4~ The Su'üdl influence there was still 

, consiéierable, though they could not exert it effective1y because of Egyptiao 
,1 

wars. The effects of British expeditioo of 1819 to Ras al-Khaymah and the 
, . 56 

consequent GeneraL Treaty of Peace) 1820, vere no different • 
.." 

The Q~v~81m provided militaty services to t~e Su'üdls duriQg~Ibrahlm'. 
0; 

campaign. Their last reioforcements of men, _rms and provisions io 17 war 
,l' ~ ! 

vessel., however, reached Qat!f too late, ln ,November 18IS'.51 After the 
, • • Il . " 

British expedltioo,'Shaykh Sul~ao agaio bec .. e tbe parameunt chief of the 
. -

Trucial coast and by 1823 Ras al-Khaymah caille under hb direct rute. On the. 

resurgence of the Su'~di8 in 1824, he was'much a1armëd'and sought British 
, ~ , , ' -

â~pport but was warn~d,aga1nst 'Any pi~acy 01"80 alliance agaiost K •• qat., Tbe 
• "' \ • 0-. ~ ... ::.... • 1 

S'u'~dl reconqu~.i: ôf al·'HasÎ in 183'(),fu~~her alal'med th;' l'ir~te chi.fa 1fho . . ' 
, l!'J) "...... 

v~inly soug~t British aide This led,~he :Âjï;n ~nd ~l.Qaywayn chiefs to 

't .....-----~,~~ ... ;:-,..v .. ---------------~-,..-c'---"r .. -: :---;--"t,-"'"" 
-
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declare themselves su','ijdl !partisans. The 'Ajman chief, Rashid b. Humayd, 

urge~ Su'üdls for his head8~p there; but they recognized Shaykh Spltan and . 
- - 58 -~ of Masqa~ as the only two heads o~ 'Uman. ' In llbr Sul ~an and Rashid 

, -59 
became intermediaries for the Su'üdi Amirls amical ties with the British. 

liter murdering Shayk~ Tahn~n in 1833, his brothera started oppres'sion 
\ . . . 

• _ 'J _ - 60 M 

in .Abu Zabi whi.ch led ta secession of Dubay under Bu Falasab chief. . " 

Ad~erting to Ibrahlm's departure from Arabia, we would.point out ~hat 
~ 0 

• Mûhammad b. Musharl_ of 'Uyaynah proclaimed himself Najd r~l~r in September~ 
,1 

1819. However, MusharI b. Su'üd's escape from Egyptian escort to_G.airo and 
" .:; 

arrival in March 1820, --o~liged MuhalllDad ta acknowled~e him,.e!!. TurkI b, ~ Abd " 
. al-Su'ud • 0 l' • /" 

Allah b. Muhammad; who had fled ~~ 'Uman after the fall of Dir'lyah, marched 
, ' 

northward with the support of Riyàd, Huraymala \' a~d al-Kharj chie4=s and Isma' 11 . . \ . 
Bey failed to stop him. In. December 1820 Turki arrested Mu~ammad and his son,~ 

~ d 

put them to death, dtspose~ o~Musha~~as weIl and proclaimed himsel~ the Nsjd 

ruler ~I Isma' Il' s succes8or) Husayn Bey, \,ccupied Rlyad;- but his cruel ty and 
... 1 • ~ • 

neglect of Muhammad 'All~s.instructJons led him to a disaster in the sandhl11s . , 
----~ , -' 

of Harlq. Turkl re-entered Riyâd' in October 1824 .which marka the Su' \idl 
~... . 

62. - ,- . 
resurgenceilMu~ammad 'Ali's pre-~ccupation8 in Greek ~ars and Turki's paying 

, ./ l 

~ ~...... l' 
tribute might have contributed to the former'. letting Najd·remain in TUrki's 

, 1 • , __ _ 

hands, thus leading te) a s~'-üdI revival in eutern Ar;b1a.tiY -1833. 

~d Paaha, th~ Egypti.~~or in th. ~ijâ •• f.~·~ut the Q~:If 
revenues ln ~83S to .• Ba~~a~~ ~,rader, 'Abd ~L1ah b. lilsharl"for abo~t M.T.$ 

\ 1 

20,000. AmIr Faysal hastened tg defend hla 'tri&hts, fru8trating Egyptian designs. ---- . ' \ ,. Qi \1 . '. fi .... 

Alao, the 'AsIr c:hlefs in Y~@ma,n plundered the Egyptians there ~nd sent ttie 

booey ~o FayaaL J!uhamad 'Air' s effort. to t~OU-e~ tribute from Fâ;sSl by 
• , 1"· 

)aendlng Dav .. ~l Ab~ Nuqtah, an Ara-b captive ~t' cair~, alao proved futile~ ../ 
~ 1 .'.J , \ \ 1 

'tRis was edouSh for Hu~ammad '~il ~~o was a'li~.dy. anx19ua t~l. cont"rol the 
,,' 

~g1on:''-Consequent~ h: or~ganfzed another e,xpedition in 4bout 1836. 

Î 

c . 
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C. SECOND PERIOD OF EGYPTIAN RULE OVER EASTERN AMBlA, 1836-1841. 

In the entourage of 'Abd Allah b. Su'~d t~ Caira in 18lS, his youD8 

brother, Khalid, marched as a captive. Mu~ammad 'AII's klndness inculcated 

in him pro-Egyptian feelings. To facilitate the division of loyaltles and to 
~ 64-

perp~tuate Egyptien supremacy, he was picked as ~ of Najd. This strategy 
() 

achieved the desired effects and Nsj~was captured without much difflculty. 

KhaUd bnded st Yanbu' late in 1836, joined "Jsllli'.!.l Agh;, the governar of . . 

Madlnah, who accompani~d him vith 2,000 troops as commander.Fay~alls tactics, 
\ -

similar ta 'Abd Allah's in lS18, led hlm to avoid a confrontstion and continue 

retresting ta al-Hass while Khalid occupied Riyi~ in May 1837. HOW!~er, on.an 

Egyptian repu1.se at Hawtah-HarIq, in Jury, Faysal rushed to Riyad 'and besieged . . . . . 
it on September 7, 1837. A stroqg 8ss8ult on October 5 was foiled by the 

, 
besieged but not without a very desperate fight. Fresh reinforcements to the 

65 defendérs obliged Fay~al to end the siege a~d withdraw ta Manfuhah. 

By thé end of l837 the co~nd of the Egyptian army was entrusted to 

Khurshld. His arrivaI in QasIm with relnforcements and provisions va: known 

at Riy;~ on January 3, 1838. 8y pacification and diplomacy, Khutshld led 

Faysal to an understanding for apportioning central Arabis between Khelid ànd 

F8y~al.- KhurshId then returned to Madinah~6 P~oceeding eastward ont:e:a~a;a, 
" 

Khur:hfd arr{ved in June 1838 at 'Unayzah wher, a trifling matter causld;new 
, ~ . 

hostilities. Many chiefa tendered their alleaiance to Khurshid there. Marchin8 . 
towards Riyad in October, he mét Khali~ and Kis ar~ at Washm. 

~ . ~ , 

The combin~ er.., then advanced to DUam and besieged H. The H~nah 

.fort_ changeli bands I118ny ti1lle8 and tierce fighting cont1nued. On November 25, 

Fa,Ial!'. sortie val co-ordlnâtecl with a fLerc. attack ln the rear of the 
.... ' 1 

Q 

E~ptian a!~ by th~ comblned force of ~Umar b. ~Ufay~an, the al-Hasa SU'ùdl 

) , 

a 

,,' 
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governor, and Hawtsh-Hariq troops. After an initial Egyptian setback, 'Umar 
.... • lit 1 

was forced to retreat. He then d(rected an attack on Zumayqah which fell to 
, . , 

the combined Su' ~di forces; but Hs seizure prov~d so futile that lt daused 

dissentions among 'Umar's allies, who left for their homes. 'Umar returned 

to Sulmiyah enroute to al-Hasa while the Zumayqans hurried to KhurshId suing 

for peaee not only for themselves but also those of their kin with Fayssl. 

Fefring desertions Fay~al soon surrendered and was sent to Cairo,on December 

20, 1838 uoder the escort of ~asan,al-Y4zji, arriving on March 26, I839?7 

Muhammad 'AlI had expressly directed Khalid and Khursh1d to captur~ 
, 

the whole of eastern Arabis and to scrupulously coilect aIl the tribute from 

h i Il B h 'hi h . 1 id t the Su' u-d-is6. 8 eae part, espec a y a rayn, w c was prev~ous y pa 0 . 
This emphasis on Bahrayn leads one to think that Muhammad 'Ali might have 

1 • 

been planning to use Bahrayn's major seaport for his own navy. It has been 
1" 

surmised by some writers that by the late thirties he envisaged an invasion 

-, 69 :1 -d of 'Iraq through eastero Arabia. In furtherance of this objectiv,e Khurshi 

lost no time in executing his maste-r' s plans. He tookl~~llowing steps: 

\ 
(a) As Bahrayn carried paramount importance, the earliest steps were directed 

1 

towards it. It appears that, soon,after the KhurshId-Fays81 compromise of 

January, 1838, Khurshld appointed his most trusted and zealous commander, 

Muhammad Rif'at EffendI, ss his roving minister with multifariou8 military, 
• 

politiesl and commercial dut1e~ •• He bad to ~ke purchases of foodstuffs, stores 

and provisions fo~is a~ not only from eastern Arabia but from Iran and 
, , \. 
'Iraq as weIl. During the purchases he had to'survey ~ll areae of interest. 

He had,to oceupy any'éreas vith bis accompan~ing troops and to negotiate the 

submisslon of BahraylLat the earliest timé, • . \ , -(b) 'Abd al-Ratunin Hamal1 was despatched t'Wo days after- the Dilam peaee to - .. .. 

secure the submi.sion of al-Hssâ chiefs and Ahmad sudayri's posting, 
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(c) A similar deputation was sent to Qatif after' the fall of Dilam, and 

(d) Sa'd b. Mutlaq was sent to Trucial 'Uman. We di!cuss al-~asa first. 

AI-Uasa .and Qat!f 
• • 

1 ~ / 

The first recorded Egyptian conta~t with al-Hasa and Qat!f during this 

period, excepting of course the participation of BanI Khalid and other anti-
1 

SU'üdi elements in t~e Egyptia~ expedition in Najd, was that of Muhammad 

(Rif'at) EffendI in December, 1838, when he was sent to Ba~rayn to secure 

tS> ' 
Hs submission with further orders " to inspect the ports on the coast of al-

H~8â and Qatlf, and to inspect the state of affairs in BahraYnJ and to inform . . 
YOff the re8u~ts ••• II. Mu~ammad proceeded to al-~asa, ~ccuPied/HufÜf, stayed 

(' with his troops in the fort, Qasr al-Küt, for some time, set out for' Uqayr, . 
gather~ aIl information, arriyed at Qat!f and collected necessary aata prior . 
to sailing for Bahrayn. Muhammad also reported that the defeated 'Umar b. . . 

1 

'Ufay!an returned to al-~sa, collected every thing in the al-~sa treasury 
1 

and t~e fort and escaped with them IS days before the arrivaI of Muhammadfs . 
70 . • 

force there. We will see a different version about' Umar very 800n. \)' 

Two days after the fal~~ Dilam, Khur~hld sent' 'Abd al-R~~n al-Hamal! 

to 'Umar b. 'Ufaysan and the chiefs of al-Hasa granting them a'8en~ral amnesty , . 
and summon1ng them to' Dilam after securing the tressury ~ft"ér~'the suhmission 

------~ 
'Umar, who wss afraid o~he Pasha due~~i~~forts against him, 18 said 

to ha,ve collected and del~ropertie8, and treasury to al-Hama!'1. -

, ~ -
They then set O\St for DUam. Coming out of al-Hasa in January 1839, 'Umar 

. ' 

told thè accompanying chiefs that 11 my plans a.re different from yours. You 

go and seek peace for your lives and country; butl.sense danger for me": He' 
, 

then set out for -Bahrayn;' hut later we~t to Kuwayt. The al .. Hasâ chiefs set . ' ) - : 
out for the Patha who granted amne8~y and leave to return home?l 
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Khurshid then appointed Ahmad al-Suday'ri with Sudayr troops and 130 . 

"'JI: ~ _ _ 

Egyptian cavalry under Ibn Khazam al-Maghribi, in al-Hasa. Ahmad soon '. . 
,-

established peace alld tranqùillity there. About six months later he was 

hoWever transferr~d as head of the al-~asa treasury whlle the mllitary and 

administration functions as its governor devolved upon Mûhammad Effend! who 

had by t~en accomplished his mission of procuring provisions and stores and 

securing the submission of Ba~rayn. His rule is said to have been very cruel 

and harsh,. due per.haps to exacting exhorbitant taxes. His reign proved to be 

shortlived as he wa~ killed ih.a conspiracy. He was proceeding one night in 

Sha"ban 1255( September 1839) with five-men fro~ Qa~r a.I-l{ut to Hufùf. At 
J 

'Ayn Najm, he was approached at close range by three horsemen who suddenly. 

opened fire, killed him instantaneously and fled. Ahmad al-'SudayrI announced 

a reward of Riyals 500 for information Ieading to the culprits. The evidence 

incriminated Barghash and Mush~if al-'Uray'ir and TalaI, the three Bani Khalid . 
, . 

chiefs whose request for a share in al-Hass rule was turned down by Khurshtd. 
1 • ~Q 

A~mad imprisoned them. On the news of the murder, al-F~khirI, the Egyptian 
~- ~ 

commander,in CAjm;n, rushed to al-Kut. The BanI Khalid chiefs appeared to , 

offer loyalty. He disarmed and imprisoned,them but they were l~ter released?2 

In October 1839, KhursqId sent another Muhammad EffendI with reinforcements 
.~ . f ' , ,;~ one 0 ' 

as the new governor. His reign is a1so said to have been/terror and cruelty. 

Perhaps on suspected involvement in the' murder, Ahmad al-Sudayrl was replaced . . 
in November 1839, ~y the Jabal Shammar.chief, 'Ïsa bocAlI, to head treasury?3 , 

As in tpe ease of al-Hasa, Khurshld ~ent,for the chiefs and notab1es '. - ~ 

of QaJ:lf. 'AlI b. 'Abd a1-Rah~m, !!!!! of" Sayhat; Sa'd b. Ghanim, Amh of . .' 
Qatif, the latter's brother and others went and offe~ed t~ir al1egiance to 

• 
Khurshld. He ~hen appointed a KSShif, governor, with a 

He later posted Abü Tâhir as the commander of his army 
• 

force to keep pe8c~. 

.: 14 in ,Qatif • 
~ 
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Administration and Economie Poliey 

1 1 

Except for a single csse of h,ighl>1ay robbery in Sudayr va'1ley, Najd, 

by the Suh~l Bedouins, l>1hich l>1SS soon dealt with properly by Muhammad b. ~ 

Ahmad al-Sudayri, our sources ( ev en the biased Su'üdl ~hronicler, Ibn Bishr) . , ' 
15 mention no dist~rbance in Arabia in general !lnd eastern Arabia in particular. 

This indicates the pesce that prevailed there. 

KhurshI~ introduced most of the agricultural and economic practices 

prevalent in Egypt. To secure his army and animaIs l>1ith maximum local (food
i 

stufh, he instructed his governors in Arabis to utilize 'every inch of 

commandable land in growing crops. Special atten~ion was diverted to ai.)asa 
1 • 

and Qa~if, the granary of Arabia. He appointed nis assistant, Hasan, to assess 

aIl crops from Qaslm to al-Hasa, with the help of north AfricBn experts in 
, 

his army, and to pure hase half of aIl produce which l>1as then collected at his 

headquarters Bt Tharmadah. He also introduced the Egyptian system of revenue 

and taxation •. A sort of sales tsx on a11 transact;:ions of animale, grain and 
"" 

the like, anot~er on professions, artisans and shops and.an 'Ushr or Tithe ---
were imposed and collected?6 

Bahrayn and Qa tar 
• 

Ry 1836, the al-Khalifah rulers, tbough nominal tributaries of the 

Su'~dls, had reached the climaX'~f their expansion by p08sessing Qa~ar 

peninsula, Sayhat and Da~m on and l'~r~t and D~r'id Islands off, the Qat!! . 
coast, beSides the archipelago of Bahrayn. Bahrayn vas much alarmed by ~he . . 
Egyptien prosress in Najd. The British vere e~8er to domina te it but their 

struggle vith otber European powers, the Turks, Persia, ,China' and, to crown 
, ~ 

aIl, the external dangers to and tbe final var. in and" around India did not 
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permit them to open another 'front here. The Imam of ',Uman had done his be$t 

sinee 1783 to rùte Bahrayn. He had lat~ly offered Muhammad ~Ali ta conquer . 
/" it for him. We are unaware .of the latter' s response to this but it positively 

did not Und favour with the British. He then sought Br,itish accord ta occupY 

ft for their" sake. To add to this; 'Abd"Allsh's own maladminis~ration and 

his sons' extortions even from the British agents ând merchants resulted in 

a Britfsh expedition in 1834 ,to seek reparations. There was an Abü Zabf-
, ' 

. ~ 
supported ~uwaylah revoIt ~n Qatar in 1836 besides piracies in 1837 on the 

Qat1f coast. The Egyptian danger and the British anxiety and manoeuvres made 

~tters even worse. 'Abd Allah, howeve~, succeeded in early 1839 to enter into 

~n offensive and defensive alliance with Abü Zab! which obliged the ~uwayl8h 
, 77 

Arabs ta take asylum elsewhere. 

It appears that esstern Arabis figured in Muhammad 'AIl's thoughts 

since long, though he was preoccupied by the Greek revoIt. The British hoped 

he would settle for Greek tribu te and a Syrian Pashalic fo~ IbrahIm, rather 

thsn pressing for exterminating the Greeks. The A~strisn Commissioner's advice 

to Mu~aamad 'AlI in April 1833 attempted to-divert his energies" ta est,ab1ish 

a kingdom eX~,endin8 fram Nubia in' the south to Syri~. in the north with the 

Persian Gulf and the right bank of Euphrates river forming its eastern 
~ 1 

( 

border." This in the COIlIllissioner' s vlew could be acc~mplished through 
,! Il 

negotistiona wlth the tribal chiefs of Baghdad ,and of the Euphrates right 

bank areas, and, of Arabis and the Imam of 'Umân. He further stressed tbat 
. ' . 78 

the British would ~e at a 1088 to oppose or frustrate such a plan. 

Mu~ammad ;AÛ' s interests in the pl~n were highlighted by th~ end of 
, , 

the yelr when he sent ODe Syyed KhalidEffendl w~th messages to the, Imam of 
--

"Uman, the pUnee governo; of Shlraz and the Sbaykhs of the BanI Ka' band 
, . ' 

Muntafiq tribes of the lower 'Iraq, claiming that the Porte ltad confeX'ted- .. -



( 

/' 

2 • 

S4 

"'"\" ..,t ,.. / 

U'pon Mti~ammad 'Al i;;e gove~nment of Baghdâd and a 11 sr eas on the wes t 

~ of the Peraian Gulf and that the Pasha of Baghdad ha~ consented to it. lt 
"1' 

was said to take effect from the end of I250 A.H.( April 1835). When ask 

about this by Campbell, the British Copsul General at Cairo, Mu~ammad 'A ~ 
ç 

avoided a direct answer and told him that the people of 'Iraq had 
"' " 

, 1 
restive under Turkish "rule and had approached his Syrian governor to 

, 1 

79 u 

'Iraq as well. Ba~rayn and the Straits of Hormuz are the two places am 

whièh relatively small forces cao control both sides and~l navigation of 

the Gulf. Consequently, Muèammad 'AlI sent Khalid and Khurshld one after the 

other to eastern Arabia~ço subdue it by negotiations or else by force. 
r\" ~< 

" 
Bahraynl-Egyptian Negotiations for Peace and British Reactions 

• 
" > 

It appe"ars t~at, S\\OO~ a~er the Khurshld-Faysal accord of January 1838, 

Khurshld took stepa to execute ~mmad 'All's orders, to subdue Bahrayn. He 

sent Mu?ammad Effendi who succeeded in j'ersuad1ng the Bahrayn ruler to subm1t. 
\J 

. We are at a loss ;0 trace the initial communications between the parties, 

but the following suppor~ our proposition: 

(a) On May 21, 1838, Muhammad 'Ali 8ssured Campbell that the whole of Arabia 
, . 

-, -

had yielded ço him and that Faysal was willing to j~in hands in reducing . ~ /} 

'As-ir and Basrah. Only four days Iater, the Pasha told'the British and"French 
• - n t:J <> 

, , 80 
J Consuls that he int.nded to declare h1mself independent of the Sultan. 

\ 

(b) Khurshld aS8ured Muhammad 'Ali that th;4Bahrayn ruler had earlier under-. . 
p 

taken to become the Egyptian vassal. This lette~ of April 7, 1.839, recounted 
. •. . .;, 81 

'~bd Allah's refusal ta submit on Muhiamad' Effendi's vislt of January 1839., 
, .. 

(c)" . r839~ •• These demanda IIQ,lch ,alarm~ Shalkb Abdool~a, w.ho evad!,d 
1 

1 • , 0 t 82 
compliance with tham, as well as those praviously made for tributè~ •• " 

(d) 1qlur8~iid's letter to 'Abd Allah of ~ .. ':ro.th: Jamad4 1, 1254(JplY·~1838): 
, ;" ~~ ! .. 

\" 
/ " ,/ 

.J 

/ 
J 
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We have received your ~etter of the end of ~afar 1224(sic), informing , 

us of what had taken plaçe between you and Muha~d Efendl 'regarding 

Su'~d, Turki and Fays~l, and that you and TUtkl agreed ta pay 3000 
'. 

- 1 dollars for the Zakat of Al-Bahrein. It is not a question of money at 

~1*, and we are quite ag~eeable to your_ offer. The money ia needed 

only for ,repaira and public warka. As regards tn~per8ian and En~lish, 

they,bad nothing to do with.our agreement. As ta Sayyid ibn Sul~an the 

Imam of M88ea~, he is a ·friend of EfendIna and when he has been 1n-
~, 

formed of our agreeme~ç with you he will not interfere. You need not 
;:'} 

worry st aIL about this. Mupammad Efend1 our deputy will make the 
,83 . 

necessary ag~eementa. 

This establishes that "Abd Allah was contacted at the Iateat by satar 1254 

(April 1838), exactly one year before 'Abd Allah'signed the treaty of 23 

Safar 1255(May 7, .l839'). Five factors might have contributed to this 'delay: . ( .' -

(a) Intervening revival of the Khurshid.Fay~al hostilities, 

(b) Khursh1d might have been too mach pre-occupied ta send his envoy again, 
. 

(c) Thè route ta Ba~rayn was in enemy"hands and thus unaafe, 

(d) 'Abd Allah might have set the Najd conquest a con~ition precedent ta his 

subm1ssion, or <e> 'Abd Allâ~ might have succumbed ta Bagbdâd'and British 
.". 

pressure agalnst bis submisslon, as pointed out in- the above letter. 

KhÎlid Effendi's visit and subsequent Egyptian ,march in Najd had 
1 

1\ 

alarmed t9è Br1ti.h repr ... eatatives at Baghdad and Abûshahr. They informed 
, 

their government that the Egyptiana were àbout to cross tbe peoinsula ta . ' , 

occupy Bahrayn. ~ithout waitihg for government instructions Kennell, the . ,~ 

" 1 

Abûshahr Resident, bastetted to the cosstal chiefs and Bahrayn ta sound tham' . . . 

out. 'Abd Allah, who was mach alarroe4, askedJ,Bepnell for a firm alsuranee 

to aid and defend 'Bahray~ in .case of an Egyptisa attliek. On -B.aneU ' s 

evesive reply, 'Abd-Allah atre •• ed .eadiDg·a meaber of his family to wait OD 
1 

Khur.hid: On Rennell'. r.spo~a. to ua. his own bast judg~t and w~adom, 
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- 84 'Abd Allah lost aIl bope of British support. 
, "", 

l
i Because of the 

.'t ~ Ba~ayn 'route and 

renewed war with Fay~al, the resulta~t insecurity of 

the preoccupa~ion of Khurshid and Rif'at' in Najd, it 
'q 

appe~rs that Khurshld coul4 not send his letter of July 1838 to 'Abd Allah, 

of whose submission he was certain. Before sending Muhammad Effendi with the 

treaty for 'Abd Allab's signatures, Khuréhld sent his physician, Atton, ta 

inform Hennell that Khurahld intended to reduce Bahrayn', explaining: • 

Many traders are connected with the English and that a great part are 

agènt~ of British mercpants, 1 have co~sidered it my dut Y to communicate 
1 

••• in order that these merchants may be made aware ••• not wishing tbat ••• 

they should sustain any loss ••• 1 hope that from the moment this Island 

submits ••• many more advantages will be derived by these merchants and 

the Eng1ish government itseIf. SS 

On the fall of DiIam, Muhammad EffendI set out with a contingent, took 
1 

possession of al·Rasa, visited 'Uqayr and Qat!f, collected necesaary data and . . 
s~iled to Ba?rayn in J-anuary 1839. lt will be in order ta quate_fl:.aat.hita-:-'; . 

Item 5. We stayed in the Island for seven days and 1 knew for certain 

that a representatlve of th~commander appointed by the Shah of Persia 
.... ? - - ~ 

in Bandar Abu Shir had visited the l$land and alao a representat1ve from, 

Baghdad carrying messages for "Abdallah ibn> A~d to persuade him not to 

come ta an agreement with us.I.saw theee' representatives ~self, and 1 , 
asked 'Abdallah and his clan Ban! 'Utbe, whether they were under the 

government of Najd before and they admitted that they had been. They ad

mitted tHat tbey 'had· been under the rule. of Su' ùd, 'Abdallah, TurkI and 

Fatsal, but tbey aaid that those were Arabe like themselves and tbat up 
• 

to tbat day they bad not come under any non-Arab ru!e. They aaid that 
... ' 

they had alwaya been independentt that the sea aeparated them from us 

a~d that wi~h their ships they would be able to figh~ us. 

uein 6. 1 s8w'in Bahrein many criminala who were in Al Rasa before, among 
• l ' 

~hem were. 'Umar ibn 'ufaysàn, and- the fo~er governor of Qatlf, Muhammad .. - . , 
, . - ~ 
ibn Saif,Al 'Ajj~ji. and tHe ad~erents of !ay~al,J totalitng ~etween 300 

and 400 who had escaped earlier.~. 
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Item 7 .... 1;ts subjection,to our rule will put an en~ to all the mis" . 

deeds. It will dso help ta revive the ports of Al Has; and Qst1f.· This, 

in' lts turn: (Will) beneftt and profitlthe Egyptian ~ivil and m~litary 
interests in Najd~6 

'Ab~ Allah c is said to have tried to buy off Muhammad with a sum of $ M.T. 
• 1 

I3,000, faillng which he declared himself a Persian subject and refused to 

yleld to Egyptian demands comprisi~g retutn of T~r~t Islands, Da~m and other 
; 

Qat!f coâst areas, all fugitives :1lld properties of the malnland and the," ) 

despatch of 'Abd Allah's sons to Khurshld. Failing in his B~hrayn mission, 

Muhammad returned to Qat1f, sent bis report to Kburshld and set out on the . 
( 87 fourtb leg of his mission of purchasing grain and provisions for the army. 

1 

Transmitting the report ~o Cairo, Khurshld stressed the neeessity of 
\ 

capturing Ba~rayn once more on' tbe grounds of setting at rest the intrigues 

-~L - - - 88 of Bagnda,-nd tha fugiti:ves and using ~ as the ~ort of al-~sa and Qa;if. 

Contrary to the alarm of British officers in the Gulf, Campbell at 

Cairo ( allegedly on Mu~ammad 'AII's assurance not to extend his influence 

farther east) asse~ted to ~ondod tbat Muhammad 'All'g word could not be . 
doubted. Lord ,Palmerston was therefore constrained ta reprimand and direct 

~ampbell to aecertain the Pasha's plans a~d to seek a clear e~planation about 

the fears expressed by the Gulf Residents and to interdict him; from any 
c 1 ~ 1 

further ~dvance. This letter appàr~t~y prompted Mu~ammad 'Al~ ta direct 

Khursh1d to aband'on the plans of capturing Bahraya by bimselfand leave ct he . 
matt~ in Kb8lid 1 S bands who wo~ld manoeuvre ~ubmiss1on according to MuhslIIII8Q . 

- 89 'Alita, initial in.truetio~s. !lawever, by tbe time of the receipt of tbeae 

instructions, Bahra1ft had fina1Iy yielded. 
• 1 

~e gO'llernment of India ~pproved the directions of Bombay government 

to llennell Il to exert bis iQfluence to, check further encroachment", and 

. 1nstructsd to apprise Hattlaad, the cOflIIIIIlnder-in-cbief of tbe tndiaa Navy , 

, ---_.~-;-- ....... -. ~ ----..-..._-~-~~~ ~ -'---
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alreadY,visiting the Gulf, of the $ituation. Furthermore: " 

The admiraI was authorized strongly to use his influence tO"geter t~em 
. , 

,from such an attempt, and in the event of their persisting in their 

designs, and the governmerit of Bahrein, inviting or calling, for his 

àssistAnce, ta afford that government every encouragement to resistançe 

and all support short of placing himselfin actual collision with the 

Egyptian authorities. 

, The Government of India would not, in the absen.ce of specifie 

instructions from time(sic) authorize more decisive mea'sures, , telt 

satisfied that the expression of wishes of the British commander and the 
, 1 

. exhibition of nav~l strength-would for the moment have aIL the effect 
1 ... /.-" .... '" 1 

which could be desired in regard to the Island ot Bahrein ••••• 

The Governor General was not disposed at:'f:he tinie ta enter into any 
, 1 

new engageménts with the chief of Bahrein; but ~ the event of such _ 

engagement being tendered, the Admiral w,:s de sire; scfar ta encourage bis 
proposaIs ~s to'trànsmit them for the considération and orders of the 

Government of India. 

Transmitting the ,above instructions of Mareh 13, 1839, the government of " 

Bombay complèmented ,t;hem on Apdl l, by directlng Hennell " to, strongly remons~, 

90 trate with the Egyptian commander against preserving in his designs ". 

Hennell was already trring his best ta check Khursbld'a advanc •• In 

reply to Khurshid's latter, Henne~l advised him that any nostile action would 

probably be viewed w~th ~oneer~that"Bahrayn was a signatory of tha General ,. ~ 

Treaty of Peaee,of I820,that he needed 'Ume ta reeeive Bombay instructions and . , 
that in the case of an attack on Bahrayn, Khurshld should warn him weIL in '. . 
advance to enable-Hennell to send the Gulf squadron for the proteetion of life 

and praperty of British subject8 there?I 
, 

Learning of Palmerston's letter to Campbell to remansttate with Muhammad 

'All, the Governor General upheld hia previou. ~~rectl~ns and addèd: 

In the event however of the chief of Babrein having, as Capt. Hennel 
antieipatea, claimed our interposition and offerad to plsce the Il,land 

4 

\~ 

.. 
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under ~ritish pro'tection, the Gover~or General will author;ze Sir Fred
{ .... 

rick Maitland(fbto assure him of the temporary protection of Her Majesty's 

squadron in the Gulf and to ~ntiFte, to Khorshed Pasha )~hat he has done 
1 

so'and that it will be incumb~t on that General to abatain fram further 

military proceedings till both officers shall have time to receiv~orders 
• 1 

from their respective governments •••• lf it should fail and Khorshea Pa.ha 

should persist in his design, -AdmiraI Maitland will be justified in 

declaring that the'Egypti~ General, if he attempts to cross over to tR', 

Island of Bahrein, must hold himself responsible for commencing hosti

lities against the British government whose officers are empawered to 

defen~hrein-against his invasion ••• Aftet this decla:~tion the AdmiraI 

must exercise his discretion as to the 1:"9st expedient method to he . 
o 92 

adoptéd for the defence of IiJSahrein. 

- lt may be pointéd out-bere that the Iadian instructions of March and April, 
!:V 

:> ! " 1 
cited above, w~re tOQ la~e and perhaps ~dequate for Ba~rayn. 

'Abd Allah-expressed aaxiety about an apprehefided Egyptian-Masqatl , . 
attack in ~~ 1837; but h~eceived little support during the next two years. 

The Britis~government was perhaps confused about the prevailing situation 

and was indecisive about which alternative would best suit its interests in 
1 

view of the important and delicate international 'situation, which was lta 

first conc~X'n. It was in fact B;, very difficuJ.t time for the British g(Jvern~ 

ment; but for p~tty Bahrayn, with so many claimants, it was too much. 'Abd '. \ 
... f , 

Allah's promise~bout April I838, to Day tributej~o the new Najd[rûlera W4a , - 1 ,.,.. ';);7 

withdra~ due to p~eli~ from Bag~dàd, ,the ~ritish and Perai~ns. In view of 

an iIllninent: danger of attack from the nearest and. sEiemingly the strongest 
~, . 
. 1. 
and more resolute power in the area, the Egyptians, Bahray,n could no~ wait' 

\_ • 1 

indefin~tely. Three montqs had further el~psed, since 'Abd AllahOsought a 

deflnite British pledge for support. lIeMeU was still ,1thout char ardera 
1 

except " to exert his influence". Before the Indian -instructions could 

reach Hennell, 'Abd All8h had made his final deci.lon. 

" .1 1 

.. ' 

j 
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After delivering Hennell 'a reply for KhurBb!d at Qatlf in.,Mareh 1839, 
i. . • 

o 

HenneU.' s assist,ant, Edmunds, saHed ta Ba~ayn. He surprisingly . found ~Abd 

Allah unperturbed, elaiming that he eould redIt the Egyptians for a year, 

though he wished the British to stop Khursbid's further advanee. 'Abd,Allah a~ded 

that he did not want ta aUy hll118elf with the Egyptians who wanted Ba~ayn' " 
- 1 1 . 

as a baBe for their expansion ta,' Iraq but, to buy peaee, he had offered them 
-. 

a ,trifling aanual trtbute of $ 3,000. Similarly, before receiving th~ lndian 
r, 

'.~~~ 

letters, Maitland s~re88ed an early demoostration oOf British might, since 

his fleet had to leave the area fait> reprovisianlng by the end of April. 
<, ,;' ri 

Consequ'ently on April 22, Maltland was ut on boax:d his fleet off Bahrayn by 
" .;y • 

'Abd All4h' s two sona', who in~ormed hlm of 'Abd Allah' B absence in Qàtar and 

of ther'e being nO new developments after EclmQnds' v1sit' a mon th ear11er; abo, 

there was .no appreheD8~on o~ fresh -Egyptian -demanda. Maitlaad noUeed. that 

Bam:ayn had taken no< dèfence measurea!3 
" 

.-.-< 

The Egyptian-Bahrayn Tre.ty 'of 1839 • c> 

- " 
One is Led to an inescapable concl.u8ion by these two visits that, SOlDe 

,./ '. , 
tima after Hu~alllll!8d' s dePJlrture in January but b~fore Edmund,' viait of Harcbr. 
'Abd Allah' had reçonsidered the repurcu.sions of rejecting Egyptian Supremacy 

and the alivis.biUty o..f patehiâ,g things with Kh~.bld, and th't 800n ,after 

the removai of ,Baghc1&dl and other pressure, ha rdght" bav,seat bis .ona, . a8 
\ 1) Gl ~. , 

des ired , towait on Khurshld and to offer their aliegiance to the nev Najd 

rulus.lt 18' a180 poaslble tlJat '·Abel Auih hac! bi.alf gone to aee lhurah!cl 
J oJ • • ~~ 

at the time of Haitland'. viait off Babrayn. 
1 }. 

1 ~ ~. • 

ln any event, a. 8*~a.' Huhamllad Eff'endi returàëd after hi. purcha •• s . . 
he wa. oJ:dered'" to proeead to Bahr.yft. Wh.ther c:onvinced by the fore. ,of . ' 

1 

Kuballlmad t 8 arsuments or forced by th. 1Ilcontrov.r~lbl. d.-ndl· ancl invincible ~ . 

, , 
- .. _. ,,·------___ --___ 1' .... ',: 
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-, \ 
stleast for hi m, strength of t@e Egyptians. 'Abd Allah fina~lY\ submitted to 

the latter allegipg that the British were non-Muslims while the Persians were 
,.> " j 

Rafi~Is. 'Pesee was thus estabUshed and a formal Treaty was signed b,Y 'Abd 

Allah on May 7, I839{23 Safar 1255) when he was handed,down the l'art already 

signed by Khurshld. lt had the following main clauses: j 

1. Sbaykh 'Abd AUah b. Ahmad, the Shaykh of Bahrayn agrees to pay an annua! . . 
tribute (Zakat) to the government of Nald. r -

2. Ile agrees to be a friend of Muhammad ~AlI'8 friends and enemy to his enamies. . ; 

3. 

4. 

He would give Muhammad 'AlI's a~ every a1d to, facilitate the transport 
• 1 . 

of 801dier8 in the case of any Egyptian expedition to places such as 'Uman 

or· Basrah, by 8upplying transport ships. 

" 
1 

If anr of Huh8111118d 'Ali- s subjecta, fugitive from justice or escaping froa 

government payments, fled to Bahrayn, h~ would return' tham to "Najd, and 

t!tat, the EgyRtians would do the same in ~he case of the Babrayn aubjects. 
• 

S" An Egyptian agent ~ill reside in Bahrayn tO execute Muhaaaad 'Al!'s 0l'dera?4 
- ~ . .' . 

Almost sÏJI!UltaD:eoualy, ,'Abd Allah vrota Khul'sbld a latter aa follow8: 

'I have ~eceivw your letter you /8~t by Mu~ammad Efandi ••••• I herewitb 

declare that pUce bal 'been e8tabli.hed between ÜI tbrough Muhammad 
1 • 

Efend!, your re~releutative. We agree that youx .nemiea are our eoemtea, 

your friends are -our friend., and that "you would do for u. what -"e would 

do for you. We .hall pay you the Za1cÀt a. ment10Ded ii' the p.pe~ whicb 
) ~ 

~. sianed, in ex.çhange for the paper which we xece1ved, aisned by your 
95 name. 

Khonhid 'OOn 1nformed aeDOell of the Truty .. Be v1dted Bahr.YD, IIIt '-Abd. " 
, } • 
AUAh, Ntiafied. ~ilUelf of the fact and nkecl h~ th, cAu.e- of hi. "'0 <:; 

readUy aC4ept1D8' the aupr __ cy of Huba .. d • AlI ta. 1)eré l'a. a lODS dUcu1810n 
" .. '" • - ~, t A. 

nec ••• U)" t~ el.borate bue. A put of hi. report to lGIIbay b •• follov.: , 
", 

J 
"10, 

\' 
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The impression 1 have received from thls interview lS,' that Shaik 
l • 1 ~ 

Abdoolah/being now advanced in years i8 unwilling to be placed in any 

situation ealUng for active and personal exertion, and that to avo:t4 
• 1# 

this he is prepared to.malte considerable sacrifices. He is evidently 
J 

overawed by the s.lmo8t invariable success which has hitherto attended . . 
the itrigues and mllÙary operat;ions ofl"Khorshed Puha ..•. 1 am incUned 

" . 
ta think he la doubtful whether the English could cope with the Pas ha 

prosperously by land, however, superior they may be by sea .••• 

••• In concludin~ the ~ubject of Bahrein 1 have only to observe that 
• ' JI .. 

the tone of my convers4tion and thé terror of my, protest have made 

Shaik Abdoolah aware t~at 1 con~er he has pla~ed himself in a somewhat 

ambiguous position with reference to -us. It must however remain for the 

government to d'ecide whether It is·advisable ta detach him altogether 
, ~ 96 

frOID the Egyptians by gtvlng hli1l the written piedge of prote.c;tion he 8sks. 
, r • t) 

l t thu8 appears tbat HenneIl tried ta juatify or excuse the .-Shaykh 1 s action 

ta soma 'exteot., 'Abd Allah had, however, ta pay the priee of thi&.. submission. 

" The poaaibllity of his being dlsplaced by a more Îavourably,di'sposed Shalkh 
" . 

was d1scusaed
J 

with eql.1animlty by the 1 Secret Committee of the Directors of the' 

East India Company". A stru8g1e of discontented members of ~is tribe, which 

was aided by the British who alao perlllitted 'Îsâ b. !ar1f of ~uway18h triba 

and 81sh~ b. Ra\'lD8b" al-Jal;hllD8h ta' join andhelp the opponent. of 'Abd Allah, 
the 

culminated in 'Abd AUabls expulsion aqd/rise ta power of Mubamad b. Khall-
, - . 

, 91 
fab, the forlht '8 grand n.phew, in April 1843. 

- ~~ ~ 

After the IChurlh1cl-'Abc:l Auih Treaty of 183?, the Nu' aym tribe of 
~ 1 e 

Qatar refused to 'pay Zllkât to Bahrayn in e&r~y 1840. To subdue them •• weIl . --.... 
a8 'theiro kin of Burayad, an Egypttan expedition was sent from Bufûf. lt was 

> } -

, galnlnl grouad when the murder of KubaDaad Effendi, tbe governor of al.~8â, 
\ . 

necellitated iU reeaU prellllturely!3 

• l, 

o 

.;'1 
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Kuwayt 

• 1 \ 
Khurshid's mission damanded complete subm1ssion of Arabia, a nec~ssary 

1 -corrollery of whic:h was Baghdad with Kuwayt as its land and sea route. 

Kuwayt and Bahrayn had considerable and well- equit:tm naval fleets besides 
1 • A" \ 

800d 'defencive and offencive points, provisions and facilities. With a hold 

over tham, the Egyptians c:ould control not only the Gulf area but a1so the 

trade and traffic of east and west. Kuwayt famriies, who had relatives in 

Zubayr and Ba~iah, could further serve as conduits to help secure not only 

rec:onnai~sance but also the submission of the area. Certain Basrah eiements . -were rendering military services to the Egyptians. One-Mu~8JIIIlad Agba al-

Murad! of Ba~rah witb 1,000 figbting men was eager to join Khurshld but, due 

ta transport problems, arrived at Kuwayt with seventy men, and joined Muhammad - . 
- 1 _ 

Ef~endi in purchasing 8rain and provisions. Shaykh Jabir of KuwAyt refused 

to compl;f~e Basr~h demand to repatriat~ tbem. After the pur~ba8es they 
). - 99 

accompanied Muhammad to Tbarmadab and joined Khurshid 1 s army. 

The Britisb viewed that the real functions of KhurshId's agent at 

Kuwayt w~e political, rather than provisioning, and that he was given a 
..:J 

distinctive honour and a seat beside' tbe Amtr, in bis court. The Am1r had 

always been very courteoua and friendly with the British. Hawever in 1839, 
, , 

wben Edmunds came to sound him out agafriat the Egyptians and ta arrange a 
'0 

British mail route across the desert tJ~editerranean, he W8a shawn A marked , 

discourtesy by the failu~e ta return tbe Britisb vessêl l s salute. Be was not 

taken care of for three days, When at: !ast an interview was 8J;anted, Edmunda 

met with further' discoUJ;te.y, neglect and estrangement. Edmunds attributed 

- - .. 1 

th:l.s unusual conduct to Jabir' 8 " bel:l.evirtg Muh~d .5 Ali to be the greatest 
• 

potentate do earthlt
• Agreaing vi th Edmunds t report, Hennell obsuved: 

. ' 

a 
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Shaik Jabir, like the ruler of Bahrein, appears completely overawed by 

t~e extrà-ordinary succe6s ~ttendi~g MahemedÂlty's:~e~sure~ .• nd 

evidently possesses but a very Inadequate ides of the power of Great 
, 

Britaln ••••• If sny one of the chiefs of this Gulf deserv8s more than 

a~other ta be deprived of the advantsge of our protection, it ia the 

Shaik of Bahrein. 

These views and recommendations were approved by the ladia government and 

100 the Court of D.irectors at London. 

Trucial 'Uman 

\ 
\ 

In order ta stop hostilitles during the pearl season, Hennell arranged 

the Maritime Truc~ of 1835 among the Trucial chiefs.ànd·a Restrictive Line, 
, J 

in 1836, wit'hin whicla no werfare was permisuib1e. Then in 1838-9 the British 

secured fram them the t~e~ties for the Suppression o~\ the slave trade, under 
J 1 

wbich the British had the right to detain, search, 's.ize and confiscate 

101 vessels and the property involved. Thua the British influence in the region 

duriug this per10d waB groWing s teaéiUy • 

After the fa11 of Dilam, Khurshid lost no time in taklng control of' 
... .. 

the 'UmSn coast. ln Mar~h 1836 Faysal had s.ent Sa' db. Mutlaq te reduce . . 
BuraymI and Suhare He joined Faysal in the Najd war, sfter which,he surrendered 

• • 

- --to Khurshid who commissioneQ him to 'Uman. 8ai1ing fram Qa~if with ISO troop. 

he arrived et Sh&riqah in March 1839. SultÂn b. Saqar welcomed and p:covided 
1 • • 

him with a fort for' his army and a respectable quarter for his residence. ' 
• , ~ _ If _ 

Sa' dIa mission was to reconquer Buraymi from the Nu".ym tribe. Ruler. of Abu 

Zab! and Sh4dqah pr0lli.1sad him help~ each eager to Dacome more favour~d by 
o ' 

the new muter .. , the EgyptiaD8. lUth 
J 

Sa'dta establishment on the cUmin 
l, • 

COlst, the British becalU IDOre anxious to sae the end of th .. Egyptian rui'e in 

datern Arabi. 0, Muhammad. 'AlI had .,sured CQlPbell that' the exped1tion woulcl 
• 
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not extend. to the Gulf coast. The latter tried in vain ta aUey London 1 s 
1 __ 

fears. His counterparts at Baghdad and Abushahr, on the. other hand, were 

assuring their government that the Egyptians were " abàut to cross the 
, d 

peninsula". On the report of the Ab~shah;' .Resident to ~bay about the threat .. 
J. -

ta Bahrayn and 'Uman, he was advised in February 1839 ta exert his influence . . 
ta check further encroachments. When the news of Sa'dls arrival at Shâriqah 

reached Abüshabr, Maitland was alr~ady visiting the Gul~. Without waieing 

for Bombay's instructions Hennell pe~suaded Maitland to tour the area with 

Edmunds to exhibit British might to the Trucial chiafs, esch of whom solemnly 

undertook ta oppose and severe connections with sa'd!O~ 

A threelway strugsle was soing on. The EnSlish and the Egyptians~were 
1 

tryiog ta appelae each other while endeavouring to win the chiefs, each of 
~ . . ' ~\ 

whom was equally eager to placate and win the favours of t~~se pOwers~The 
, \ b 

chiefs vere overawed and more inclined towards Egypt but made efforts noe~to 
" 

offend ~he British. SUlt;n's act of welcomins Sa'd was dietated by internal 
1 • 

~ -polities 8S well, that ~s, not allowing the Abu ~ab1 ru1er, his foremost _. ) 

én~, to win Sa'd's favour. But to Mait1and Sultan expressed his dismay on 
, . 

, 

Sa'd's arrival. We have already reeounted the· instructions of~the government 
• Q 

of India ,:0 Hennell and Haitland regarcli,pg W region. The line of actiofl<.' 

adopted ~ the Governor General vas necesBitatecl ~y the constrained wDrld 

<l -

, 1" situation. The British commitments and venture. in AfghaDl.tan~ Persia, Aden~ 
, -

and wlthin lad!a, vith an aclded altercation wit~ China, clemanded many more, 

troops, vessels and financial resourees than which the Incl!a goYernment coulcl 
• 1 .J • 

act4811y mu.tar-and sustain. eo'nsequently Auckiancl coulcl Dot ventur~noth~r 
c-! J ~, 

front in the Gulf 00 i relatively 1esser ma~tar. A. for the London 8 nment, 

it was DlUch involve.d ln the European .trussle for suptemacy, in~erica and 

vith the' Turks. lt 'had expre •• ed it. ina~il1~ 'ta .id lOdia.I03 

\ 

2 
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Though Sa'd failed to subdu~ ~he Nu'aym of Burayml, despite Sultan's 
'" 

support snd Mediation, Mai:tland' s visie left littl'e effect on the coast 

itself. 
--~ / -, , , t:! 

By the end of June 1839, Hennell learnt Of the condnued coastal 

support to Sa'd who was claiming himself not only an agent of Khalid b. Su'üd 

:'"bp dso an appointed governor for the 'Uman coast and BuraymI, having no 
'%'P .. :._l , .... ., 
4~; " 

n ention ta depart. Hennell wa~ further ,alarmed and feared Babrayn's fate 
~ . 

for the coast. Hennell ssiled on the modern armed steamer, "Hugh Lindsay", 

to Ba~ayn, as stated~n the Ba~rayn ~ccount above. He then,visited Abü ~abI 

,on ~uly l, 1839., lts chief, Khallfah, denled any connec t,ion with Sa'd C,and 
~ , 

gave a written pledge to resiat any Egyptian move and ,ta remain under British 

influence. Hennell received similar pledgea from Dubay and Um al-Qaywayn on 
'_ 0 ) ~ .. 

his visits. At Shariqa~ Hennell learnt of Khurshid's recent,message promising 

. early Najd r8jinforc~nts ta Sa'd and of Sultan' S' staunch support to Sa' d. 

-" 

ç?'" 

At Ras al-Khaymah on July 3, 1839,- however., Sultan stressed on Sa'd'8 intimate 
• 

connections with Khallfah and his own apprebensiona of some Sa'd-Khallfah 
f • 

1 intrigue againat him. lie showed an intercepted letter fram KhalJ.fah ta' Sa' d 

promising op~n~y. .. to place Abù Zabl résources at Sa' d' s disposaI.' On 
~~ . - ~ -Suitan's requeat,'Hennell gave Sultan'a written arder ta expel Sa'd and a~ . . 

other on his own addreasad ta Sa'd direct1ng~im to depart from thé coast 
1 

and ta stop interfering ~U'8ym who had allegedly come "under British 
, ~ 

a 
protecttbn. Sultan'. piedge, as thosé of other chiefs, had added clauses not . 
to enter into any 8gréement or negotiations with any other p~er without 

British consent and to coniider th.'frienda and foes of tbe Briti.h as bis 
" <':J ,-

;::;.-T, own. "Sult8n va. glven in return a verbal pr~iÎe of a supply of arma in case 

of'àny' confrontation'with the !8Y~tlans. A wrltten pledge was made conditlonal 
" , , 

on Sa' d' 8 depart'ure.' In his reportl> Co Bombay government Hennell remarkecl: 

1 feel Iquite a.su~èd th4t Sbaik,Sultan b. SU8,ur at the present 
f' 

", 
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moment is since~e in the professions and promises he has made ta me, 

and l thiAk it l1kely he will take immediate steps ta induce Sued bin 

Mootluk to quit his terri tory, i~ which abject, aided as he will be by 
D - 4 

the support and wishes of the Shaiks of the neighbol1ring districts, he will 

probably be succe~sful. But the character'of the Joasmee chief is sa 

hollow and faithtess, and at the same tim~'~ sa vacillating tbat lt would 

not very much surprise me to Und him again changing h;is intentions and pol icy. 
Ile _ "" 

However othis may be, l enter tain ever~hope that l have succeeded in \ 

giving a cheék; at least for the present, to the intrigues of Sged bin 

Mootluk, ••• ,by having infused confidence and courage into those disposed 

ta uphold their connexion with the British •••• l consider it however my ~ 

dutto explicitly 1ay before the government ory opinion t~t this fa';dur

able reaction 1& not likely to be permanent"unless supported by firm 

and-decided measures by the Indian and Home authorities. The report of 
\ 
\, 

Ibrahim Pasha being successful in his impending conflict with the Sul tétn 

- the arrival of reinforcements in Oman either by land or sea from 
0' 

Khorshëd Pasba or the return of Sued bin ~ootluk(supposin8 him n~_ 
removed) with a larger and better equiped body of troops- aIL or aoy 

one of these not improbable contingenCies:, would be suffict\Dt to turn 

the scale, and give the final blow to our already unsettl~ influence 

in these parts. Previously ••• it was ~ opinion, as eXpressed in a late 

coamunication to the Hon 'bIe the Secret COllllllttee, that the only effec- 'Q 

tual check ta the encroachments of Mahomed Ally, in this direction, cou Id 

be ghen by H.K. 's'\ministers making s~ious aQd peremptory remonstrances 

ta Cairo. l am, h~ever, inclined DOW to 'th1nk that this done will not 

be sufficiene, unless some demonstration be likewise ~de by the Indian 

in this side •••• l would most respectfully suggest for consideration that 
.. ~_ \ l 

in the event of Shaik Sulcan b1n SU8gU( not temov1ng Sued' bin Kootluk 

volunearily, ••• he sbould be forced to expel hiJD, and ,8upported by our 

naval and military ~ans ••• The naval force in the Gulf ahould be 
, 

suffici~tly increased ••• ànd at the same tLDe to keep two vessels of 

war èruising off the Arabian Coast until the prelent crisis be pasto ln 

the event of Sued bin Kootluk' 8 ratura t~ Katif and Khorshed Paspa again 

preparing to despatch him by sea, with a larger foree to the coast of 

Omad, authority should be gi~~ to bloc~de that port a8 wel~ as thO~ 

of Ajeer and Lobat •••••• ' If these maa.ure. were authori~ed, and at tne 

l , 

~ 

; 
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. same time an explicit ,intimation given to Maho~Ally by H.M. 'Is goverll-
o ment that he wOul~ be- held re'sponsible for anyl.'\10s;' of life which gtight __ 

, would,~ ... :;-, '-..-,. 
arise from ca~rying them into operation; itl l ve~re to think, at once 

put an end to the temporizing policy he haslSO long successfully pursued, 
'. ê· 

an by compell~ng him te issue peremptory orders' for the withdrawal of 
j • 

hi troops and agents •.• and thus' establ1ah the influence and reputation 
, 104 

'of Great Britain in th~s part of the world •••• 

At MaSq~~t, the ~ told Hennell of having received a ~etter from Sa'd with 
, ~\: . . _ 0 • '\} 

Khursbld's letter asking the lauun to extend every assistance to Sa'd who 
--;- fP' 

'was therein 4S Khurshtd t s governor for the' c lIman coast and Buraymi. 
J 

of Senne!l did not aehieve much because saon after that Abu Zabl 

a~t~eked u'aym. 8hariqab and Dubay likewise did not abide by their commit-
, , ~ 

-
ments. However, Henne!l's action was strongly endoraed but bis requests for 

,; t;) ';::j 
military and naval aid"naval increase or'cruisea were refused+due to the 

( 

inabi11ty then of the government to afford while hi. promises to Bür~ml and 

- lOS Sultan were disapproved. , . 
In early August 1839, Sa'd salled with bis troops te 'Uqayr osténsibly 

to return with more reinforcements. Sultân is said ta have aS8ured Sa'd of 
", t 

joining him and placiog all Sultan's resourees at Sa'd', disposal upen his 

return with re1nforeements. It 1s also said tbat Sa'd was distrusted and kept 

under survill'aace although he r~ined in constant contact witb the coastat 
, .,~ , 

chiefs. "Many intercepted lettera pointed·to bis promise ta return with a new 

4rmy. Another \letter from éhe Sliiriqah chie~ to Sa' d cottdemaéd the. Nu' aym. 

Some letters rom Khâlid and Kbursbld were a1so .iatereepted. Laading at 
1 

'Uqayr, Sa'd p oeaeded straigbt to Khur8hi~.and ~a8 well received. I06 

'''' 
"; 
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Egypdan Withdrawal fr.om Eastern Ar14bia 
J_c 

Â change in thf Egyptian position was to begin unexpectedly and 
April 1 

suddenly, for in! 1840 KhurshId received ins.tructions from Egypt to return 

immediately with ~ost of his army. His ~nxiety and amazement were great for 

he had been lately begging for permission ta march on 'rtaq. Once more he 

begged his m8starto review his orders and grant him' leave to stay in Arabis 

and. caPtur~;', l~q *. Nevertheless, he hastened to appoint Hamad 1 Kubarik, the . . - _/ ." 

~uraYm41a chief, as governor of 'al-Hasa instead o~u~smmad Effendi. A year 

after KhurshId's departuré, however, Kbalid b. Su'~d replaced Ham,d by MÜS8 

"aI-Hsmali. as governor white 'Abd al-Rabm4n b. Mani' succeaded 'Ïsa b. 'Ali, . . 
since"deceased, as head of treasury, perhaps, to win Bani Khalid support, as 

~ - - 107 bath 1ncumbents we"l:e Bani Khalid. chiefa. 

'" . 
Re~erting ,to the recall order, Khurshid began the'process of withdraw-

in~ his troops fram their positions in eastern Arabia. He ~rd.erecl them, in 

the first instance, to regroup at Tharmadah, carrying with tham the stores, .. . . 
provisions, camels and horses. He ~quisitioned more camels and hor~e8 from 

Arab chiefs for the transport. Eastern Arabia, be~g the farthest posse8.10n, 
J .. 

wa. ev~cuated first and immediately. In Kay 1840, he marched with soma of Çhe 

troops to Sban;nan while the remai.nder joined him in Ilid-July. Re SUIJIIloo.ed 

Kb41id there for a final meeting in August, 800n after which he left "for Cairo. 
1 
1 

A total df 800 Egyptians with 20 at Tharmadah were left in eestern Arabie and 
......--- 0" J o..: i 

Najd to support lChal1d. The last" act that ,the Bgyptial\s performed befon thair 

depa~ture fram al-S. •• wes the execution of Bar.hash al-'Uray'ir, believed . . 

to be the kil1er of-~uhamm.d EffendI. l08 Khurahld,expected four Egyptlan 
.' .. . 

militaryves.èls full of œ11itary storel, provisiona aDd reinforceaents froœ 
f 

the Red Sea on'tbe al-Has. coa,t. Eventually only ODe ill-supplied Kûw.yt 

o 
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Ghunchah, with 'aamunition, arrivecl in November 1839 with It news of 18-20 

W9 ' 
vesse!s çarrying men and arm~ to follow". This sudden change in Mu~alllD8d 

. 
'Ali's plans was neees~itated by the European pressure whieh, along with 

other ,reasons of reea11, we propose to study in' the next chapter. 

-' ~ ~ KhaUd b. Su' ud, who was left in charge of Najd and eastern Arabia" 
, , , ( ~ 

visited 41~~sa coast in Oetober 1841, osten8ibly to send an expedition to 

'Uman. N~ trouble in Najd, how~ver, obliged him to ha.tan to Riyad which 
: " . J • 

was threatened by his cousin, 'Abd Allah b. ~nayyan. Dy the end of 1841 
, . 

Khalid vas finally expelled from Riyad.vi~h his, Ikyptian armr. The al-Ha.a 
( . - . 

chiefs were already negodating pesee with 'Abd Allah. S~ he arrivecl at 

Qatif. It seema that Khalid attribut~ the e8trangamant of the chlefa and . 
the people to his forei'n army.'Und,r the pretaxt of bring~ng aid 'for an~tber 

offensive, ·Kb.8lid deserted hie Egyptian troopa and sought refuse at D8IIIÙm 
j , 

vith ibs governor, Shaykh Mubarik, Bahrayll tuler's son. On Ibalid'. vislt . , . 
with the ruler et Khor Hasan, he wa. asaured help to l'ecover Qac1f. After .' . . .'. ~ initial sucee.ses ln al-Hssa and Qa~if~ Mubarlk f

• al'my was fihally,rèpul.ed. 

- d 'f f - cl l ' 1.1__ 0' lIO lthali then le t or ICuwf1yt an ater to Ma-.h whe:e he ied. -

( It would be advantageous to note British reactton to tbe Egyptian 
,J;) 

witbdrawal irom ea8t~rn ~abla: 

. 
Just when;the blockade of Katif and Ojeer, held by the Egyptian troops, 

beS&9 Berioualy ta be contemplated by the British goVe~nment, intelligence 

wa., recèiv~ ( Kay 1840) -that l-ahs& ~ad be. evecuated,' and that tbe 

main bOdy of BaypUan, troops bad actually left Najd; "hicn beins eorro

borataa by the'aeellration .hortlY before -.de by Kaho0ed Al! ••••• " 
" , 

• render~ the adoptl~n of thi. ble~auz:e, Wl-neCe8lary. The gr08.1y oppreaa:Lve 

and extort1o~te conduet of,tbe '.aha and hi8 agent further afforded a 
, 1, ",) 

ptiu.able re .. ~~ for ~he belle! that tn. !lYptlan. no looger contemplatecl 

the permanent occupation of ~abi •• III ' 

- ' 
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CHAPTER IV 

REASONS FOR l'HE REc\u OF THE' EXPEDITION 

Differentr wrlters have given several reuons to exp1ain why the 

Egyptian expedition -W8S' finalIy withdrawn frOID eastern Arabia. Since we ,do' 
- , / ' 

not flnd ouraelves in total agreement with some of these reaao~8, it la ou~ 

intention to discuss them here and ~hen to see whieh of tham aeem molt valia 

and plau.ible. We will suggest more cogent ressons towards the 'end of the 
, 

chapter. It will be useful to divide the~eaJons ~nto two groups: 
~>/, ~--
~ 1 

A. Mediate or General and B. Immediate or Direct ~ 

A. GENERAL REASONS 

1 

l • .Admt.gistrative and Economie ProbléIDS 

For the reeall of the firat Egyptian exp~ition to eastern Arabia, 
'- l 

capt. Sad1eir has given the following rel.ons: 

j -

The Pacha appesrs ~o have found that his troops'wëre too widely extended; 

that tbe difUculty of kaepins open extended coanunlcation~ in a coulltry 
J 

which ia for the most_part a deaart would requlr~ a large force, ta maet 

the ~eDse. of,whicb the rèvenues are insufftcient, and that Little . .. 
depandanc. eould b~ placed on the fidelfçy of the Bedouin, tribes. 

If the •• problema cOntrlbutéd ta the rècall oiI81~19 expedition, they could 

a. well contribute ta that of- 1836-40, becau.. the troops continued to be 

a. w1d81y utended, the comul'l~è.tioR8 .1 di.fft~lt and the local reBouree. 
1 

, '. 

1 
1, 
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as insufficient. Had Çhi~ been the case, Mu~alllD8d 'Ali would never have 
.. 

w8sted his energies, reSOUl'ces and, troops a second time after his own I!ijaz 

experience. Hence in our view these factors did not contribute to any recallt. 

His army did meet with local hostility and increasing audacity of IIIBrauding 

"Bedouins during the eaJ'ly periodj but many tribes were pacifieeJ. by the Ume 

the Egyptians reached eaatera Ara,bia. The Bani· KhaUd and the Sayasib of al

~sa joined Ibrahim and Khurshld even in their Najd wars. The Bani Khalid, 

Ba~rayn and the "Uman coast chiefs wer~_not consendng parties to subm1ssion. < 

--Once the Su~ud1 power wa8~ broken, lIIOat of the trlbes, as well as sOlDe of the 
_ _ l~ , 

Su'udi princes joined the EQYPtians. Moreover, à militery expedition pre-

supposes problems of local b~stility, sacrifices and risks( betore any gains. 

This one was not mount~ for ~CQnomic glins but politico-rêligioua relsons. 
, . 

, 2 
Lorimer has given some additional reasons which are as follaws: 

- ' 1 ' 
1. Khurshid expected four armed vessels rull of military stores from the Red 

sea but received on1y one Kuwayt boat brlnging a stngle cargo. 
('._~ -

b. lt beca~ elear to Muhammad 'Ali that the Briti8h would not permit the 
, . 

reduction of Ba~ayn, perbapa his main object in the Gulf. 

e. MUhammad 'Ali regarded lhurahIel'a sucee,aea with jealouay and dialike • . 
d. The blockade of Qatif, 'Uqayr and Saybat waa being-Beriou,ly contemplated .' , ' 

by the Bdtiah gov~nment. 

Slince 80lIl8 sort of administrative questions are involvecl in the firat th,:ee, 

we will d~scua8 them ubder this sub-he~d.· 

As for the expected arrival.of four a~d ve •• els with milltary storas 
~ , 

pn the al-BlISa coast, we would point out that they ven needed for Khurahld's . ) 
mar,ch on -:Ir«q or to tla-aouth.lle had no probl81111 in .astern Arabia, the 

whol. of which aublQitted without any uae of force aoon after the faU of Najd, 
1 

le app.ar. that Huhlllllll8d 'A11 changed bia plans ta conqu~ 'Iriq undu the . 

1 
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altered situation. Besides this, Sahrayn undertook ta put its naval fIeee 
" 

in the Egyptiaq service ~n the eyent of an at,tack 00 'Iraq or 'Uman. 3 Sa 

there was no need of the dimio~ehed supplies to campel recall • 
.; 

As for the second ground, the signing of the treaty with Ba~rayn 
, 0 

makes th~s ground infructuou8.,The British th en had no better title to 

Babrayn. Khu~shrd ~a8 recalled in May I840,a year after the treaty. 
ï 

Coming ta Muhammad' 'Ali 1 s aîleged jealousy and disl1ke towards Khurshid, . 
'we would. point out' that 

" il 
Khurshld was weli aware of his master's plans 

of reducing not only eutern Arabia but-' Iraq as weIl. He was entruated with . 
the task because of Muhumad 'AlI' s faith 'ln hia and ~e Und no hint of. 

diminishing confidence in him. The zeal and 8stuteness with which'he 
, 4 

accoœplished, the conquest of eastern Arabia,bear w~tness ta it. In any event 

Muhaaaad 'Ali WIS at liberty to replace hia by another' general. 'tor1l1ler 1. 
'- ' 

assumption may be balsd on the apparent contr~diction of Mubaumad 'All's 

assurance,to Campbell of non-interference in aress of British interest, 
, " 

whlle lthursh1.d ,marchecl in jUlt suCh areas. llowever, this cltn resdity be 

expl~ined a8 part of Egypt's ~emporizin8 pol1c.y. But in our view, the lack. 

of or d~lay in reaching explicit directions ~f Mu~ammad 'Al! overr~dlQg the 

initial orders might hsve kept"lhurshid as much anxious to subdue~ole of 
• 1 

eastern Arabia and 'Iraq ,as Ibrahim in.Syria to po.sess all Turki.h area. 

aa .ocn 18 possible. 

2. Contemplated Blockade of Qat1fa Serbat and 'Uqayr-
, . 

'" 

The cl«1m that the ltr.1thb plannec! a blockade of .. st Arab:f.an' portl 

il balele.. and unfounded.' Th. oaly--b,lnt tbat Cao be traced ,i' coot~ined ~n 
Henoel1', raquelt to ~h. BOmbay Government to permit bloc~dè ot th ••• ports 

...... '( <nATitHl' : .... 
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in the event of Sa'd b. MutIaq's departure fro~ and lat.r return vith more 
o 

reinforeements and naval force ta the 'tbân coas t. W. uv'. r.procluced th:l.i 
" 5 

and oth.r requests of Hennell in the l •• t chapter. Durlng th1. period the . 
Court of Directors &t London dlrected tbe lodian Government 

'" • ".r'~ 

to follow a qautioui but determined poliey in coUnt.raeting the Egyptian 

designs in fhe Peraian Gulf .ithout c~ng •••. to •• rioua -aagre.sive 
1 • 

meaaures ••• 
1 

While the Secret COlIIDittee."observed, .. Preservation of the •• places •••• (ve) 
'p) Il. 

leave to your diacretion,/... ta .dopt ... ure.... frOll your; "'0, 00 • " • c>. 

The Governor Gener~1 on h~.·part eventuaI1Y 1n~d the BoIbay 8overn~ ~n 
January 13, 1840, Il Due to other eDgageraènte of 1ml1al'l Nevy in Indien S ... 

, i d 

more naval aid frOlll tbe .,Briti.h Navy v111 ~e nee •••• ry fQr .peclal a.nice 
• f' 1 

i~· the Perlian Gulf o. o'~ Finally lt should be statecl that, aU of Jleaall' a ' 

reque.t. vete turned clown, a. Auckland and ~itlend Ind1cated th.!~ inabiltty 

to help Hennell. The GOYeroor obaerved, ft ••• vith our' pre.ent lIeU. ve 
o 0 

6 l ,. 

IlUst ~ •• t ~ui.t". _ Similady the Br1thb Foreign olflee ~ned its a.Sbclid 
.. 1..' , ' . 

Reaident not to prDta1.e aici_ to Blg~d in cha even~ of' ImtiaD att.ck aiDe •. 
, It 

the Briti8~ had no mean8~ Only a prote.t asain.t tha laypt1aD occupatloa v •• 

authorlz:ech It Illy b. stated that tba In4t.a&i Nav, n •• t bad •• 11ec1 .1n 
.'" 

;~~~'November 1839' to th. 'ar leet due to th. br"kd~ of SiDo-lb:itiab relation •• . \ . . 
,1 

A. f';JI: tbe local Itrensth, th.re vere on1y tvo , .. U v~ •• la for guardlng 

KIlÀ:t'.1j and Abùsbahr, Bennel" b.d raqu •• ted for t'lro 1101'& " .... 11 for' local 

- . 7" 
8tation duti.. ~ut fal1ed. 

3. Kuba.id 'AlI' s Ruptur •.• t!l: .the S.ultan 
·u 

• __ 'io __ _ 

For the' first tv.nt;~ y .. ra, inaplte of hi. _iCiOa. f~ 8,ria, 

MubJuwed 'AlI .crupuloualy ob.yed the eo 

10 

'. 
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• . 1 

the Holy Citie., reducina Arabia and the Sudan and suppressinl the. Greek .. 
, a 

revolt •• Muhammad .'All vai encbanted,by the military strength and naval 
~ • Q • 

, ' 

sUpremacy of England and Prapce and strove to al1y htmaelf with both or 
, " l ' 4) 

" . -
e1ther of thell. 'l'he latt« however d1d Dot .ye hi. Greèk expedition with 
r ,', t. , 

I.tisfaction, Be was th~efore lured to 'neutrality in the Greek war when 
1 ,~ 

the Greek rebala', dup1te ~utlidé ,1d, were almolt cru.hed. DesPit~~pultan" 8 
,. 1 ...,/ " 

- , 1.4 • 

reputel ordera to dul a final blow'to the Greeka aad the,graDt of .clul1ve 
, ,-

, ' 

coDtrol of tb.war, Kuu.iact 'Alli. 'army j and Davy 4eployed there reuiDedif 
1 ~I· .., '-:: u 'J - 8 

in.ctive for over ~o years. TlJia. ruuited in. the. .1odependeDd-ACJf Muree. 
; , 

'l'hou~J bi~, rupture vith the Sul~aD w .. not yét apparent, he had ." .. , 
a 

. ~lrUdy b,cOllle •. ,!~.t iD Br1t1!h .• ~ pr~~h hand., He 0"8. almo~t iDvolved 

in .n .ttack· on Bar~.ry.Afri~, ~ th. French vhec the BrIti.h .en~ed dang.r.' , . -, 

to t~e1r~ lrÎd~a rout.. and in Hu'!4_d • AlI!. b.C~Da • hench .toog. '\tTb. 
Britilh ver." alt~ l:'e'91ved to _ia.t.in,.a ... k 'l'urkL.h lIIPire 1n.t~d of . . 
lettia.s1t be/apportioned by ZIYpt, iu •• ta, Au.tria and PrIDC. and endaaaer:iag' 

'10 ' -' ~~ \ " 

their Atian. iatereau. Be va. ~erefor •. lec1 to .. r~ ~ Syr1.* in Oct9b.r 
" . ~ - ' 

1 _ _! t ~ ~ l ' 

1831," lbrah:La captured Acre, D .... cu., Hou, A1eppo and Beylafi pa", lia. 

.ucce~.~ July ·I832.- ... dv~~.ted "l'Cb oa I.t~bu1 ~but ~i. fat~.r dil-
, {J ~.-

",. ... 
> aBread in the hop. of lu~opean lponlored recosnit10D of hi. autona.,. Thi. . , 

Il J" , 

w •• a .char rupture v~th tb. Sultan. Bowevar néither th.' b.1U.g~rentl, Dor 

the B op"n~ v.re happy. D. facto' h. w.. . ruier, d. .1w.-. h.lw~. ., v .... l· , 

or eth a traltol'; li.blè to b. 't'outed ad. ex.cuted whenever the Sultan 
, '. J .' 

or babia p.ù, could or-wiah~! In htl ~d .. voui' to b\ly ~itllh and 

, L', French \ h. C~riV8rt.d hi. aIt ° .;r .. ~ Li.b ... to~ of -sOly Citi •• ud ' 
. . ..:~ 

IJ ' ob U Î ' ' '- ~ , 

,pU~ of th. _ire to a reh.l, a ~urpuand àD-.• '" of .th.anç~. ~.u.. 
- \, • - 1 

-

l ~\ 
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eastward in Arabis 
,1 .'\ 

ta reach the 8hores\f tWe Pereian Gulf, 'Ibrabim was in 

control of Syrta and A8ia Minor. The Sultan' 8 mere ex1stance vas vtherefol'e 

at s~.ke. Though this iS'nôt the place to discuss the European iaterv~ption 

on bebalf of the Sultan agaiDst ~a_d 'Ali in Asia MÜien- and Syria, it 

becam.e' evidently char to the latter t;hat he had been subjected to a . ' 

conapiracy wbich aimed at bis downfall. He had tberefore to taka the hard 

deci.ion of pu111ng his forces out of Arabia before 10.1ng tham. 

4. Conflict,of Bri~18h and EgyPtian Inteteata 
3 

. f 
( 

1 The par~UDt Britisb ~ition bad cOGltantly beta profe •• ed aince 
1 

l' , 

the Elizabethan eralta be the great •• t trading aation, whicb depeaded·on its 
/ 

pollU.cal .upr~cy ,"'4 tbe slDOotb flow of trad •• ltll" trada route ta: 1~41a 

via tha Cape of Good Hopa lavolvecl .bOut liva lDOatha. A second route through 
• . l , .' 

cp, 

,Alaudrla, Su .. and Mokha .a. shorter and eader, vhile the aac18Dt route . , \- . 
Syr1., 'Iraq.ad tbe P~alan Gulf va. tp •• botta.t., lt cou~d a1so " 

to c~atrol Turld.lh and Imtian' influence. and tbe Rualian "l'ch to the 

, •• pectally ta ladia. The British were tbarefora exploring the 
J • 4 V .. 

nav gabiHty of th. Euphrate. river for, replu .t...'r •• rvice. 

,. J'or' thair .,ando'!1.t datign. th. Briti,.h had to _ u.e tbe .AIde 

" . 
dip ~cy in the TUrki.h Empire wbich th.., had be.n r •• olutely uaiog in 

, ~'a. "!I 

tbe 18tb -C8DtUrY, that h, p1ay1nl off Olle loc.i ruler- agdn.t' 
1 • , ' 

~ ~ 

the otbar ta facUitate Bl:'it1eb take, OVe!' at -the oppOrtune .tiM. ÂIlY di .... 
~ .. b .. 

~ .... t of ". the~lclt Ha~ of I~ope", bef()re dddins Britiah ~iv.hJ 

,. 

'. ;~~ld. Oll11 êODV~lt th. ACk1at1~ s .. ~,ton Au.trian lake •• ~ Xstanbul il'lto 

'4&: ll~.tu ,pOl't~ VO\ll~ .ba"- the .tatul qu~ctft BUl'ope, ad colt14 reluit la 

.::' () "J_ .. ~::ar:itl.h'·8~ 1I~;IUP.J.~.:~~~t.' t':'l'JJ1f'~, ... vu tbat' .u~d.l'l.' ' 

; ·.·";:;ê1~~~~,}r;~~:-::'·~:,::,:':,~.',·/,: ".::::;~~~;~:,:: .' ··;"~t~~,,~:··' i~L':~~~,:" c;:~,:." , 

• 

· i 

• 
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o 

change took place ~ith the rise of Muhammad 'AIl, who sttaehed as/tiiUch 
o 

importaoce to thes~ routes. It thus seemed likely that the British and 

Egyptlan .18tereata in th~ area would~claah. Be a1so apprehended British 
'G _ () _ 

occupat!Qn of the Euphrate. reg10n and a drastie fall of his revenues with 
r, 

the disuae of the Red Sea route. He therefore employed tac tics to frustrate 

British designs. 

# Another aharper clash occured in the Yaman when tbe revoIt of soma 

Albanian afficera '( beaded. by Turkl B11mez) eulminated in the Egyptian 

expeditton of 1833-40. This amounted to a direct threat to BritlsD·trade and 
• 1 

navigation and plaeed Egypt in a .tronger position to control Sàb al-Mandab 
\ 

at the louthern end of the aed Sea. It may be recall~d that the defeated 

r~ls took alylum in a British warsbip in 1834, and that not too much later 

the British, deapite Egyptian protesta, occupiéd Aden on January 18, I839!O 
" 1 

Bach of tham was trying t~ pl~cate the ather, while.remaining wary: However, 

the Brit1ap. made it very clear to Muhammad 'Ali that tile Red Sea and the Gulf 
, • 1 • - 1 

vere a coneerD of England alone while the Syrian queation involved all areat 
1 n- , \, 

powerl. It thus became clear that the British wanted to recluce HubAlDlad 
• 

'A1.1' 8 presence not only ih .. stern Arabia and the Gulf but 'also in the Red 
1 

S .. and .outhern Arabit. This aaded ta tbe frelsure on him ta recall his army. 
J -, , 

\ 1 

s. " III T1Ùled Hov •• Âcce&n1ed bYi. Unfortunate Events 11 

. , 
Dodw~l~ 80". iota s' .. dat.il to tun.st Mu~d 'Al!' s alliance vith 

_ IllcU.~ 'eraia, --.u •• ia, the S\'ltao. and. prance asainlt En8land osten.tbiy to 
• ' 1 <. 

'llt)iràte, ~h. MusU.·, vaUd 'a. f~11~.~2 .At abou.t the ..... time British 
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, 
war. Dodwell points oùt that Persia contemplated ln 1835 sending an env~y 

to Cairo. In 1838 a member ~~~rsi~n Istanbul embassy visited Cairg and a 
1 1) 

year later it was allegedly sending 50 students there, while a meaaenger .with 

valuable gifts for the PaSha arrived in 1840. This allegedly coinclded with , 

Russian influence in PersiL and the Persian attack on Afghanistan, then under 
" . 
l, _ 

British influence, necessitating a British expedition_to occupy Kha~ij Island 
'Goaent on the ' 

in 1838. !Wo Indian Huslima, repb~tedly 1 Hughal Emperorls b~half to oust 
, --

'. , 
the British frpm India, visited Russla,I.tanbul and arrived at Alexandris 

l

in I835-6. One of them, Ma~d, disappeated a;~er betnsfaeen at Cairo, white 
, l, 

the other, ~sayn, ~ very i~ortsnt polit
,
lesl paper~, cb,?se to stay 

wi~ tbe Britisb Vice Consul there. A 'letter in Turkish to Huhaœmad 'ALI and 

~ày létters in Peraian to various Indian chiefs from the Porte were dis-. , 

covered in hi. baggage. 'lbese avents, in' our view, provided good excuses/ to . 1 

stage an attack, but Dot sound reaSODS. 
", 

Dodwell·s clalm to Hubammad 'Allia lntention of joining Russia by 

c.aptudn8 Syria and the proposed wax: on 'Iraq cannot stand up to scrutiny.@ 

Bad tbis been the case,! Rusaia and France would have joinèd Baypt' at the 
L -=-:: -:.r~~n.' J 

heigbt of tes conquests in Arabia, $yria and Às!a Minor in 1839, and the 

, 
, { 

. . " ... ,.. . 
pas~ ~ld not have stopped.lbrahfm at the lates of Constantinople. As a 

matter of fact the r,everse 1. true s~nce Rusda and ~ran~e joined bands with 
~ . , 

Britain in every action cODcernln, var and paace beèWeen bim and tbe Sultan. 
, , 

'It ahould al.o lie noted that long' berôre th. Syrlan var .a~d fi(. Turco- . 

-- B~t:l.an rupture. ehe ba~l.'ect a,.4 .~t, of the P .. ha It~ard:. the .. pig 
, -', 

beacléd. S~ltan" anel the 'J a.. li" 'uir." bad' » ..... eU known since 1820. I3 1 

'Theit' alU~çe at t~e pia~' "~~~,~JI.·~.,.t:ii~1t1eS ~~ u~on~~idb1e. : 

, '; ." 
1 

" ' ',' 

. 
... ,':'.~;:;,' . 

",!- , 

" 

, ' , ~~ .... 
'" ,'~ ~ ! "',1 J, ,-~ } , '" t ' •• 
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6. 'ailure .ta Pressure the British .a1d .the Sultan 
J ... ~~.-: 

_ As discussed ~ chapter II, Muh,ammad 'AII'a motives lay iri 

• .::< 
" . 

,0 
(a> assrandizement' and expansionism, (b) maximizins his autono~ ~nd 

- / , 

(c) neutralizing the Mieish ,menace. Muhammad 'Ali expanded his front'iers . . 

as far as he cou id: If ~è bad not toppled the Sultan, it cou Id' have bee~ for 

/atratesic rea80ns. As for his autonomy, be-was still endeavouring "to get 

recosnition from the Sultan and fram the biS paver s, especially BoSland of 

whose military and naval p~er he was well aware. Whether he really hoped 

.' to a,rrest the. British expansion 1s an open question. AU wa are sure of ls 
/ 

that he seems tohave alw8ys .ousht Bri~i.h friend.hip, for which the'British 

had tmposed two conditions,. nalilè!y, (a> thair relation •. with J:he Sultan., 

must be severelyQ 8t~a~n~, -if not ab~olut.ly broken and' (b) the ~a8ha'.mul\ . 
. . 14' 

have some elear and substantial adva.ntage to offer or. withhoid. " 

Evidently Hubaaaad 'Ali wa8 unsucc:eseful in. winning the B~itish amity. . , \ . 

even by his inactivity in-tha Greak var and consequent treachery to his 

ID8stér. He falled likewis.'1:a1n adto~omy even.by conquering S;rria and ~art8 ~L' 
'~, 

of A.ia Minor. Pailing in his motive. by direct mesns, the Pasha might have 
~ -

. " 

used pre'8ure taetics. Bis efforts to ~rustrate Ipphrates naviaatiqn and his 

conqUe~tl of Aj:'alJia and the Y8IIIIn were aU in very sensitive arèas of Brit:L.h 

intere8t.~ Bi. control of the le1"&18O Gulf and, tha led Siaf ~Ç)uld have been 
- ' ~- ,could '.: 

a substaat:l.a! adv'auae wh:l.ch· tbe' lllbe/offer or .ithhold~,froal the ar:f.tish. 
.., Il ~ .-,' , 

. ,. 

w. hava .lt~â1 , •• n tb~ Bri ti,h pmcietyovar. ~be Emden. advance to_d •. 
.... 

. / 

"8t~~ ~.b~._ WhJtevar 
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'. 
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1 

B. IMMEDIATE CAUSES 

'tilt 
Apprehending a British attack on Egypt in 1815, Muha~d 'AlI had 

expressed his'sent~ent8 to Burckhardt, the British traveller, that , 
, 

P Great fish awallow the amall ". According to ~he Pasha, ~8Ypt waè then 
1> "" 

necessary to th~ British for sypplying corn 'to Malta and Gibralter. He also 

observed that he wes the friend of the English and that great meJdœdght 

exchange compliments white possessing little sincerity.IS Although this 
, 

was' not the case then, :Lt was by 1840, tt was not only Esypt's corn on which 
, ' 

, the'British had an eye, but other ~re importsnt factors'such a, its> 
~ ~ L) 

geographl«:*l poait:Lon on the India route- and its wealth. The Bri,t1sh could 
, j 

Dot endure the sigbt of any strong power whic~ may obatruct theit position 

in India. Thus~the British had become one of ~he most immediate causes 
l ' neceasitating the Egyptian withdrawal. We witl aoon see this aspect. 

• 1. MuhaalDad 'AlI' s Declaration of Independance 
i ; 1 , , 

One of the immediate causes lies in Muhammad 'All'a declaration of 
1 • 

his rindependence. It may,be useful to expand on this. Prima facie) Egyptian 
. u '1 .......-.--. 

auton~ looks'more benefielal for the European expanaionieta who could 
, ~', ; j 

manipulate a divided~ire more effe~tively. The danger ~hat Pal~~lton 
, ' 

":) 'f;l - ,. 

sensed in~1t waa the pôa8ibili~ of ~he Adri.ttc Bea becomins' an Au.trian . 

làke and Istanbul a Ruesian port. ±he uncertainity of the mode, amount and 
, ~ 

, , d 

beneficiari~. of the 8pol1a intrigue« tbel' powera. BnSland, beins farthelt 
.. " '\ , ,. ~ 

, > 

,nd.,lIIUch preroccup1a4 elaewhue, bàd 'to be th, area'tast lour" thouSh it - , ". .... 
, , • " 1 

wished the 1ip~' •• bar •• AU~OIl~" > tl;1ou~ ".t. tt .... · enC:Qurased by Brit.ln, 
,. _ ~ • r~.,,. ~ { 

, Ille4l:lt t,o ~ p_ra the' creati,Qn C),f à efronl" ,tate wlth1n t;n. Ottoman a~eas 
'Q \.' 1 ~"~ 1 ~ .. f ,,' '~ ... 

1:0 'repJace .. tbe S1ck~ MaD'· Ô'f \Bû~oP' .If. 1'bey.' ,i ... > ther~for'é unvU linl 'ta ' 
< •• 1 " .: \: _.. , '~ ", ,1 ' ... 

, 1 t ... 

\ _ _ il, r: --1 _' .... ' ~ 
'.. )', r' 

" , , . 
.. 
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aceept an independent Egypt uader Muhammad 'Al! and tended to unite by th~ 
• 

late 1830'8 in s~ping such a~ action, if necessary, by milit~y force. This 

is what exactly happened when Muhaaaad 'Ali st last 'made bis formal . . 
declaration of independence fram the Sultan on May 25, 1838.16 

J 
',-

2. Dangers at Home 
/ 

1bis,declaration was frauiht vith dangers to the five European powera 

who would forfait area, of Asia and Africa in Muhammad 'Ali's poa,ealion. Dy . 
suffering hi. succession to the Turkish Empire their laterasts were in 

l,) 
1 _a' 

jeopardy. Any area escaping his domination could give rise to war/for 

apportiouing it ~ng the'powera. Hi~utonomy waa alao apt to be fôl10wed by , 
, . ~ 

hi, iDterference in British spherea of interest in the Red,Sea, the Pers1an 
sJ:! 

Gulf, the' E~phrates region and possibly the Mediterranean. He could a1so stop 

Russian des cent to the south, endanger French influence in Barbery Africa 

and elaewherè. In short lt could depr1ve tham of most of~t~urk1sh Empire 
. l, l ' " 

and occasion the m.naissance of' the East. Consequently, the fi VI powelS found 
l , ~ 

in Muh8llllllld 'AlI a co~n enemy. They saok theil' mutual differences, hatreds 
1 • • ~ 

and per~ooal p~eferences-to joi~ han4a in eliœdnating their Levantine rival 

from tbe world polltiesl scane. 
. 

Prance was a Little syapathetic to and favoured a limited l'ec~8nition 
1 

of hit autono.,. BritaiD and AUBtri' Itood flrm aglinet bis independe~ce. 
~ 1 ~ , • 

Ru.aia and PruI.ia were looklnS for the!t own best' intereltl and opportunttie,. - ~ , '" 

lt 0.' be ln order to atate here that the !urop~ merchan~s in tbe ~~ea ver. 

on. {Il :'rai'. for MuhaaDad, 'ALI' a p __ ceful and ju.t .dmLnlsttation. !bey 
, - , j t. ~ \ ~ . , ,'1. .. 1 

~ {.., 1 li .. 

, :wa~ted to aee'~~ independent, maint.lning al1 ·hi. poese"ion. and pOI'1ô1y 

e ."~;.; ~t.·~ .... ~. ~ t~~~_.lBllrop..., laceri.u. Dot th ••• of 
l, 14I~-"~~ < T"~~I'f'~' t 'rtJ>-

.... ~ ~ ";, , , • ;> 1, f- \ ~ l ~ ~, l _ ~ 

, '1 
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1 

the ~rC1!hants, and had to crush Any possible upsurge of the til'st. Consequently, 

their stimul tions and provqcations led to the Nazlb battl~ of June 24, 1839 

which, despi e the Powers 1 general aid coupled with Prussian military 

personnel in the Turkish army, culminated in the sm&shing of the Turkish ' 
" 

attack and lI. rabf.' a capt~re of a11 Turklsh ar~ents and provisions~1 ~. 

as iamediately followed by Sultan MalpDÜd's death on J~ly l, 1839". 
. . -

and ession of his 16 year old son. ·'Abd al-~j{d. Also, the Turlcisll J . 
) "J 

aailed to Alexandr!a due ta the commander's 
1 .. 

apprfÙlens10 s 0: treachery by ~ Grand Vazir. Mu~d 'AI,i" s suspension' 
J ... • 

of marchba d thé anxiety of-~he belligerants for rapprochement brought about 
Ji ! 

a compromi e, but this was,~gainst the Pawers' interests and designs. A 
l 

united Bur pean fleet arrlved at Constantinople while the Austrian ambassador 

manoeuvred a joint note obliging the Porte to stop a~y action withou~ the 

allie~ con urrence. MUhammad 'Alf was a1so warned of naval,coercive maasures. 
" '1 
?' ~ 1 1 

~ d'Ali, now 70, under tremendous'mental 'strain, nad alre~ay 
"/ ....... " 
/ reached t e climax of his expansion. ,He had turn';d down every argument of / 

his able on, Ibrah·im·-•. II the lion ai thecbrav~-"hose counsei hath~ always----- ~~I 

proved fo tunate ".. regarding an early dec!aràtion of bis independence and 

a march 0 Istanbul to forceo~ecognition or a tater nonourable treaty. The 
. 

British _ ni.try at London and its officere ln the East bad beeome totally 

hostile _e en to a frlendly I1IOve of the Paaha. Palmerston' Bot' I nervous 
(\ ) 

lrritabi ity " and" hiShly virulent ,~a8iopho~ia" were addlng to the, ~lt'éady " 

c~bu.ti è situation. Bngland manaeuvred th. exclus10n of 'rance from the 
,/"f' ... 1 6 

~l1fe.' reaty of J_u1y> ,I~,;. under wblCh,~pàllll&a 'Al~'hacl"to'acc~pt', w,1thin 
• -<. ,} ~ • ~ ,( 1 f 

19 day., hi. h.reditary ~48halic ~n Igypt ano a life tenure ,for Syrial' to_ 
o .• ,' , '. -:- .'~, " ' " ',',' ',' '. - " 

fl)rfelt· he la,tter if accepted in j:he' nut tè.t1 days whUe on hi. ~ejecUon. 
l' .:," ,.' " , , , ' " ::' . "', ' . , ' "-,. . ,-

" ",' l' -" ta :)be bl ,ckad~' .by the jot'ot'. co~d., Ku~h. b~o~~ -that t~~,Êt!g.l:r:!lb PF,e~8ür.e ", 
',:,1 ,- l, - ",.,.~t' > j~, ,'. : .. r.,~;v_~'~ ,;, ... , ", - ! ~.. ,,' • 

r, ~- , _ ~ l ~ t' \ 
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for !gyptian withdrawal froœ the Yaman a~d eastern Arabia had been 

redoubled. The 'Pasha was sti holding his bead high, was ,calm and in good 

spirits but the/time for the Il great f ta swallow the small Il hsd ar~ived. 
.. If 1 

_Another British manoeuvre, Ciampbeq f s transfer in DeceRlber- .1839, 

further annoyed and intimidated the Pasha. Campbell, a realistie, intelU

gent, ~nd weIl-msnnered Qonsu~" was a close watcher 'of the Pasha _Siree 1833, 

and was the only British officer who bad a cautious admiration for the Pasha. r' . • 

Be would criticise the Pssha with due s~verity; but his persuasive speech, 
• '" 1 

his command1Dg presen~e" c~nciliating manners and,his sound and Just jud8~ 
. -

'me'nt bad mage him a personal friend of MuballlUd 'AlI. The British now wanted . 
another type of man " ta show 'a stiff upp~r Hp ta the PasM If. Sa, CalDpb.~1 , . 

18 " 
vas replaced by Bodges, a hot tempere., bluàtering and q~arrelsome Consul. 

.. \ ., 

The troub~ with which we are moat ~oneerned culmina~ed in February 0 

00 • ~ ô Q " 

1840, when Bodges, i~ the Pasha'a court, urged the Turk1sh naval officers, 
1 -

, '0 

who ·had de.erted to Egypt with Turklsh fleet, ~o ra11y rpund their Sultan. 
. 11 • ., 

This annoyed the Pas~ who v",!ed ~o~~~llo~t t~e_first deserteJ;. Bodges 
- - -~--- - -- - - ,- , 

i~ediately warned ~rm not to carry his. arder. into effect. Tbis proved the 
" , 

last blow ~n the 'asba-1 8 t'estraOint a~d patieQce: Hodges ~ challenge vas real 
~, --=:: 

beC4u8e on ,11/S P;~t1~g in October 1839, Pa1~.ton-h.d.' briefed -HOdgee to 

report tbe number .,d eff1eieQcy of J8YPtian 'troop's and the streng~h of ,the 
" . . . I9 -

British nava'l for'ce .'8en~1al to captu~. Alexandrie. -

- -
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wlse and "judicioU8 41so ~o reca11 the bulk of his di.c1plined ~nd trusted 

ar~ and able GeneraIs including Khuréhld fram central ·and ea.tern Arabia 
1 - -

in order to-marsball his energies, ~d resource. in Egypt for any e~entuality. 
.. ,t ~ 

The recall arder was a areat shock for lhurahid at a time when he was set 
1 • 

for a march on 'Iraq. u~are of the aituation at homer, he urgecl HuballlÎDl1d 
1 • 

<Y ' 
·Ati once more to review bis ordera and to accord himpe~~ssi9n_for 

" , 
20 ' --

further conquest. At last he left bi. camp at Sbananah on September" 30, 
\ 

I840, on his vay ta Egypt:. 
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S~Y AND CONCLUSioN 
1 

_._-

During the'earlryears of the nineteenth centpry the Su'ûdI expans~on 

in Arabia had reached tts climax. The Su'ûdls eaptured Makkah and Madiaab, 

the holiest places in Islam, in 1803-4 and atopp~cl Ottoman, Pe~sian and mOlt 1 

other non-Wabbabl Mualima from performing &nauai piI8rima8.!tb~re. They were 
1 • ~ ' ... 

n .-
pluRdering and threatenlng Turkish po,sesaions of 'Iraq and Syria 'and bad 

1 

el1m1nated the r.citai of 'the Turktsh Sultan's name in Friday sermons through-
• 1 

oût their expanding realm, thu8 challenglng and striklRg at tbe root of the 

1 Ottoman autbority. F~11iag la his efforts to puni,h and ~top the SU'üdls, 

tbrough his Pashas of 'Iraq and Syria, °Sultan Ha~d II orderecl Muhammad 'AIt . .. 
Pasba'of Egyp~ 1n 1809 to'4rive avay the wahbÏbi. froc tbe BQly Citles, to 

, .. \ 

recover the Hijaz from tham and to restore Ottoman prestige • . 
Th.e initial Egyptian expediUon of 18U wa. sent under th 

1· , ., 
of TÜaùn, Muhammad 'AlI'. son, who captured Hakltab and Hadlnah 1. '1812-3, 

• ~.. ! '" -1 -

and ln 1813 testored the ~11f;rimase and the,recital of th~ ~1taQ'. name 

tbere. Nevertheless, th, cont1nued Su'üdI resistance in the r,g~D 
. . 

nece •• ltated Muhalmad 'Ail', own arrival in the BljÂ •• DurlAg t813-t5, . \ . 
Mu~~ :All r~dUCed. the.ueAs of ,SU'Üdl ln~~~'Qce '~,tb' '~~ MaÎûcab t~ 
lubmtsaioQ wbil. TÜ~ün marched to tp. no~th and 10 tb, Qà.l.. Â sbortllved 

" ." J \ • , • 'i... ~ '" ~. 

'truc .• w.-•. ~~~luded' jboilt ,J,~l\~ lSJS at aJl ... llà'.,~b.~ •• a).'ü.~:~nd' the s~'ü4J: 
.. , "," :..,~l' ,..~ ~ , 1 >~'\",L"#:~'l~!j > ,'\ : ,-" ."\ 4, \,'~ 

.rÙle~,'./-9~:;~~~.~' b., SÙ,~~~:. ~id~~.W,h1ch·, '~d~A,~1~,~.~on~~4~, t~e ,~ji~ .ap.d 
"~ .",,,, {~'. ~ ~,>' "IJ.!: ~,\ ' • '" t" .... \_~I\, \ (., ~~, ,\,~ 

hie ai~.~fc!;:~~'~iÏÜ~~I~.'~'~ ~d~tt~'· ,c ~d' :.J.~,~ '~,.#l1. ~~1" ·tI~. 
511~~~: !:.~~..-:\~- :-I)r.t " .... • .. , .. ' 1 1 -" \\ ,:' •• '" J ,~- \, ~ .' ! 
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areas' still under him. Muhammad cAl! and TÜsün returned to cairo by th~ end 
... ' 

of June 1815, soon after wh1ch fresh disturhances ~n the north and south 

of' H1jaz ob11ged the Sultan to instruct Muhammad 'Ali to smash completely . 
the Su'~di power. 

This part of the expedition was entrysted to Ibrahim, another son 
, , 

of Muh8JlllUld '-Ali, whose steBOY march during 1816-18 fram ~dlnah to Dir' Iyah 
• 

won him the suhmission of Su'üd1 opponents and supporters one by·one. The 

siege of Dir'1yah"the Su'üdl capital, waa strongly contested for .ix month., 

during w,hich Ihrah~ e8ta~'11aheci 11.aison vith • Iraq and eastern Arabi~ and 
<, 

l"educed the adjoining Su' üdl arU8. Tbe overwhe,lming Egyptian power" 
, f .-

continued relnforcements frOb Egypt and 'Iraq and the intenaity of the 

attacka on the be8iege~ di8hear.tene~ the tribe. and chief a supporting the 

'failing Su' üdl cab... By the t1lae of ",Abel Allah 1 8 ~urrender in September 

1818, most of the •• chief a and Su'~dI princea had joined IbrahI. vhi~e the 
, 

l"est had madè good' their •• cap.s'in 'different direction •• Bani Kh&11d, the 

pre-Su'üdl r~ler. of eastern Arab~., had a~ao-joined IbrAhim in the .i~g. 
- Co" 

to avenge the Su'~dIs and reltore their rul. in al-Hà.a and QatIf. The 
~ u ( •• ' .. 

- ~ 'f 
IgyptiU_ influence' on the" +rucial c~ " waa al.o introducecl with the 

, \ _ t L ~ 

reatoratlon of Sultan b. Saqar at shariqah and Linjah in 1814,with the 
o •• ... 

collab~at$.on of &ha....d 'AlI and the ruler of ·Hasq~t. Kuwayt a~tecl al • 
,1 • ~ • _ ' 

con~ui~,foè' a~ppU:ea froaa -Irici' to,D1r'lyab but Bahrayn eecaped Ibrâh1m'a 
~ . ~ .. 

, .tt~tioni A11 Su' üdI forttf~cati~.- -~~ c~t~.l Arabia includina D:lr' lyah 
• <'i'l ~. l ' 

, , J ~ 'r J 01 { 

-,1 .wer~,i ~.~o,yed to 0 obvia~e" 6A1 pO •• :lbilitf"of Sû,',~c1t re.urSence. Aftu 
.. ~ - -~ ~,' ~ < 1 - ~ • \ - '~". ..' 

, '.ac;a.,iiahlng hi'. .l1pr~q,i~· NajG'..rut ~.~~~ .Arabl.~' Ibrahim apJ;'0lnted 
"l __ f f~\ •• , ... j,.r~ ;; ".",'lr~, ~' .. l\~rrl~,_-\,~.JEt,,,'~'~~ ~ r" 

o .,',:: ~o' " • ".:~laYi~~~,:,~f~ic.r.;,'~ Naj.èJ-' ~ ~l)~hjl;i~. ~Ch'.f. ln al-Baai -and Qat-~~ ... ,Be 
.- ,,!. ",I~~~T'./r:-~,k;'~ ",~\f~r~~·'., -, f ',- ~~;', ,~~ ,,_.!J.~t _l'.' "~f7T.::: ~c-- i'. · ':tl">" . ~ ~1~.:,~~ ~~.,;'~î.t,,;, ... ~t~~tUrol.l,~~~ap,i:, 

'ê{:;4::'~~' '. '.:':.,:;:;"~,.:':;:~;;,~: >J_ •. ,.,~"~, .•• _:((;:,';~::,:,~, :';~~:~t'<\~.:::~:': . , , 
~j~.\O;I:j;1,:;,~i"",;~:~:::" ,\~ :: ~ ::.,~ .:;, , ;,: . " ';: ~' 

_,/ t 

'...' .. 

_"*II1II_ 

. 
c 



,-

'''-

,;'. 
~1 
JI 
~, 

'f 

f 
f 
(,' 
i' 

'C< 

t 
l 
Ji JI, 
l..' ,. .. 
'l, 
~ 
~ 
~ 
j" 
f , 
l-

I 

" . " 

'\-

This attempt of indirect rule, over eastern Arabia proved ~ut11ë aa 
1 - ~/ 

p _ _ ~~.. t 

ebe Bani klïâl1d tiller. succumbed to the Su' udl re8urgence under Turki by 

1830. Moteover~ du~ring the fourth de cade of the nlneteentb ceotury) Mu~d 
, . 

'Ali f S expanaioniat designs had takep. ne'W mean1nga. Be ca8t .. ay the Ottoman' 

vassalage, conquered Syria, marched Into Alia Minor and sent his armes to 

tbe Yaman. Ealtern Arabia and' 'Iraq were hi. nut targets to complèt'é 
, ~I ",? 

a mutation of the ''rurk1ah Emp~~e into a new and strong Esyptian EmPire~ ~ê.~/ {,;; 

the failure of muaurea to brins Fayaal b. Turki~ 'the then ruler of N~j~r' 
, ,\ . 

eaetern. Arabia, under Bgyptian chntrol, HuhMned ','lI plcked Faysal' a çouain 
, . . 

Kh&ù.d,"-J,ate ln 1836, to Act .e ~_'B8YPC:ian ruler after Paysal'8 rout and .. .../... . 
to ac~ompany his' army IlDder the COI!'Mnd, of 1 .... ' Il Bey !,V 

The dread of' the Bsyptian amy and the, divislon of $~~Ü~ sUpportera 

.' '" 1 \ 
"and princes among Khalld and Paysal facilitaeed -Paysal' a Iteady withdrawal 

J • • 
, .' .,. ....... 1Io!! 1 1 _ 

without confrontation balore the ad~~g Egyptian army froaa Qa~im to al-' 
• ,,4; (1 

Hua and Kb&lid'8 occuipation of' R1y&c:t by May 1837"Ân EaYpUu repula. ln 
• , • . 1 

Hawtah-Har1q, bOllever) encouragecl-Faynl to.auch back "oei Riyad. Tbe 
•• • • 0 • 

l , indeciaive hostU1.t1ea that eoaued ob11.ged )lube_d'AlI to .end fr.ab 
'- . 

relnfOl'c_~te W1der 'tthur.bld~ Arr1viDg 10 Najd~ tpturabld' 10011 paclfied 
t l ,1 ,..r r 

\. P&y.al by apportioning nortbern aDd louthera. Najd to 1Cb&Ud &ad pay.al . ' . 
AIP4tct1.vely • lCburahld tb~ ~en~11 .~.il~t; Mu~:cl Rif'at BffeDcll) to,." , 

~ayn to ae,cure ltl auballa.iOll. Thougll' ,the ~ayn z.luler r .. dUy 'COllléD(ecI 0 

, '" _ r ~ ~ ~ \', 

to pay to lhalid the tribut., pl'evioully &gI'eK wttb Fa,; .. I, yet the ac~l 
, _ ,...., ~ F ' 

'pay.ment IIUt" th. ~ec;utlOQ of th- tréaey ver .. <leuyed for about: a',yUr due, to- .. , 
, ,. ... ~, ~ ,-, 1" ," ; 

, the 'rèIUlllptloD. of !lght:l.ng "b.tiï •• l'hurabld' and Fay.al' :rri- June.ISl8 wb:l.ch ' -.: 
.,: ',' .. -"- :-.' ,- -"'~ , -, , :- ' 

è~Ü&l1Dat1~ ~ thé Bs:nt~~ 'c::~Qq~é.-t -ol 'the ,w~ol. o~ NaJdand deporèati#' of 
, _ J J"" J ~ c -, l , 

, :@ . ' ' . l!'!Il'~~;t~~~1I:"··~,,.»._er ~~8.,.~ ~.,; ~;~rm~:o; :~~~.i ,. 
, ' . '.' ' ~~ci.Q~~~Ù :.~"~.4· :1:~', .,.l~~."~~.,~~~:· .. ~~,~1~~~~4;·<~~:""'~1~~·~ " : - " 

f: ,/;1;: cL;"':') , :, :.: · .< "". ,': '~. ",'1{ ;a~(I;l,~i,,:!' c ~lj~',~!: ./> : : .•... ', .' ..• ' ')<~~.'~: 
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l , ' wa~ 'lncrea8~n8.1 'Iraq &cd ~"\ Arabie i., ~. tbe1r d:1r.c!. rout~ toladJ& "w 

and carried paramaunt· importance ,f~ free ~~ of' trad. Gd c_ÏD~ti ... 
, 0 ' 

Hwever, th.ir IDVolvemedt in the Far Bast, In.4la ucl .11 ..... d14:Dot , 

pe~t them to send ~.1nf~C~~: to- .bollt" ~. 'P~lt.· ~t th. ~1~. ~~, 
Truc~al- 'tbân ~d ~aYD 01' to 1 top . th,_ IvPt1aD aclv.c: •• 1ll~ ~D 

, ' 
. . 

backed "out of Ua earl~er UlÎdert.k~n8 to PAf' tribut. acul IUa.J.t to the •. 
" 0 , , 

BSTPtlua f~ SCIlle t1rle, y_t OD p du. faU._ of lth. Brlti,ah _tbor:lti .. to " 
l' '~ \ 

pied •• Bri t:iah support f.D 'the 8YeIlt of &Il Il)'ptUn ac:tack GD Bahr.,a ad die 
, Il 

-' (1 (1'" 

Trucial coast. th.1r chief. b&ci DO altuDative but to auccuab ta :tlJe IIntiaG ; 
" ' , , 

-

P .. o~ •• U~ .• futil. ott..,t . CO. _:l.t iD ~--1·~839. ~ -filM!l.q .' 'l ' 
110t- '.ad _ ... t_ . tr .. t;r of ~.Ub &baUd iD ~1y .,. 1839. ; -;.. . 

. f.iwit:1D& Britt. pJ.'ot •• t:a. thur_IéI dao I.t: sr'cl b~ 'Hucl .. , a fone&' .' .. ~ 1. :' li' • ~ , • 
". 4-" , • - ~ •• ' 
:Su'ud! 8CMaJ:QOl' 111 'UIaD, w1Ch 1.50 troope .. hi. 8cmtrDOr *0'1:' Tnci~lp'~ 

ud Bura,.!. Vith hie urtftl1D HRch-"r.11 1839, th. _.tal chief.-) 
, . ;, 

ackD_leclpcl B8YP~ IUpr_cy, ~1Da at ~.' ... ts.. iQ pl.ca~a 

tha ~f\f.ah to a~ Iri~ wtat:h .... "COUIlt~ •• bway~,~t:~'" :., 
• 1", • \1. • 1 

'" 'if 0 ~ '" ~ , -

halp .pd cooperatiOf to tb.,J&rpt1au clurtDa tIle CIO apecl:1t1~~' It. ru1.u:. 
" , , 
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Khalid, who was left behind with 800 Egyptian troops, could not 

maintai'n his position for long. He was ,visiting al.~asa in October 184I, 

wh en he learnt of the march of his cousin, 'Ab4 Allah b. Thuoayyan, on ~iyàdÎ. 

He hastened to its defence, was expelled from there and returned ta Hufüf, 

where he met a cold reception. He then arrived at QatIf, got ridbf his, .. 
Egyptian troops and set out for Dammim'to enlist Bahrayn support. After 

initial successes, his B8~r~ynI supporters were repu18e~. Thus by the e9d of 

I841 the Egyptian rule over eastërn Ar.abia finally came to an énd; almost 

coincidently with the active career of Muhammad 'Ali, though he ruled Egypt 

for about another decade. Thus the Egyptian expedition to Arabia ia almost 

co-extensive and concomitant with the rlse and fall of Muhanmad 'ALI. , 

Though we h~ve ta some extent differed from'Dodwellts emphasis on 
• 

Muhammad 'Ali's intrigues against,the British interests, Dodweli has rightly 

and judiciously related the life and active career of Muqammad 'Ali, his 
il 

relations with the British and French governments, and the manoeuvres adopted' 

to bring his active life to a close. In our view, Dodwell will always be 

reckoned an important authority on his active career, expeditions and wars 

in generai and the Anglo-Egyptian relations during the period in particular. 

Since the east Arabian expedition is a small part of the whole work, the book 
~ 

does not provUe us with inany detail's. Dodwell admits that the British govern-

• 

ment could not adequately credit the Pasha's services during his a~tive career. 

Hawever, soon after his"downfall their mutusl relationa notably improved and 

~ 

r..------ 1..,' 

i~ 1843 the gô~êrnment resolved to send the Pasha a· steamboat as a token 

of national gr~~itude. The E..sst lndia Company presented him with a 

silver founta{~~ The Queen sen-t-him her portrait set with brilliants • 

•••••••• ~.~ •. And what la his claim to our rememherance 1 On my title 
_~ 0 ' 

page l have set a phrase of his awn, comparing bis work with that of 

r 
.\ 

\ . 

, '1 
own countrymen in India. 
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Dodwell's work is unique in/depicting Muhammad 'AII's active career , . 
and relations with European Powers especially the Bri tish, simi lady "Batrik 1 s 

--;:. 

Ph. Il. thesia is mtique i~ constructi.ng the account c"f Muham.lTlad 'Âl'i l s 

cam~~ign ta Arabia from the Royal Egyptian Archives. Though Iater writers, 
" t 

prominent among whom ia Abu Hakima, have taken great pa~n8 in sifting and 

st~dying the Archives records for con9ttt~ting the histories of different 

areas, yet~Ba~rik will perhaps'always be'reckOned a fore-runner in that 

endeavour. Also, ~trik's original researcb at the British Foreign Office 

and India Office libraries is as great ana~omplete. Since Ihis thesis has 

mainly been constituted from the intergovernmental letters, it confines itself 
, 

to the end results of the wars rathér than going ioto more details. 
'. \ 

In depicting and describing mi~ute and ~omplete details of t~e Su'üdI-

Egyptian wars in Najd and eastern Arabia and the Egyptian administration we 

must credit Ibn Bisbr for providing us with the complete account. Being a· 

Wahhabl chronicler, we do not find him much concerned with event8~n which 

the &p'üdis w~re not involved. We also find in him pro-Su'üdl sentiments 

aga1nst the Egyptian adm1n1stratiort and personnel. To h1~ any non-Arab tax 

or off1cer 1s cruel, harsh and unjustif1ed. 

__ o_----J., __ 0___ --_______ .. ___ c,~~,-
t.. ...,,, - -

/ . \ . ;' ~, 

, ~ ~" .," , 
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APPENDIX 1 

, - * Abbrév'iated Genealogy of the Bouse of Su' ud 

(Numbers and ,capitalisat{ons l_~dicate the rulera) 

Su'~d 

1 
1. MUHAMMAD MusharI 

1725-1765 

f 

- Il 

l - --- 1 
2. 'ABD AL-'AZIZ ',Abd-Allah 

I765~1803 

'-

'Abd al-Rahman 

1 
3. SU' un 6. TURKÎ 

1803-1814 1824-1834 1834 

Il r--"",,-----+-' -1---:----t.l \ 
4. 'ABD ALLÀH 5.MUSHARI 9.KHALlD 8. FAYSAL 

) 

1814-~-20 1837-1841 1834-1838 
(Alao, II. 1843- 65) 

1 _ 
Thul)ayyan 

Ibrâhlm 

Thunayyan 

1 
\ 

10.' ABD, ALLAH 

1841- 1843 

* For very ~omplete genealogiea of the Su'üd family please see 

) 

Philby, Arabian Jubilee, pp. 250-265; and Winder, Saudi Arabis, p. 279. 
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APPENDIX, II 

Photos'&t copy of Muhalllllad Rif'at EffendI's report oB' 9 Dhl al-Hijjah,f-
- • , 1 

1254, attached to Khurshld's letter of 21 Muharram 1255(April 7, 1839) 

doc. 3, r~g-. 267, 
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Photostat )~py of or,iginal translation of a let ter from Capt. Henn~V, 
, British Resident in the Pe~ian Gulf to Khurshld, attachecf to the orig,imfI 

Arabi{ letter, enclosure doc. 37, Z67 R E.A.( re. page 61 of thesis). 
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