











*QUTYOBH Jutdeey
8, 110d *A0H
s @ouexejed

LIV WELLINGTON OOUNTY DIRBOTORY.

Frexoos is & flourishing inoorguud on the Graad
River, three miles east from Elora, and distant 13 miles
from Guelph and 61 from Toronto. The Grand River
sffurds an excellent water privilege for its mills and factor
ios, and being on the line of both the C. V. R. and W, G.
& B R. R its shipping facilities are first-class. It is also an
important mart for the products of the rich agrienltunl
country with which it is surrounded. Its business blocks

NICHOL o LXY,

Mercer Lodge, No. 347, A. F. & A. M., was oquniud
in 1876, John Tindale, W. M.; Geo. A. Reid, Sec.
Mects Thursday after full moon, There are 40 members.

Fergus Lodge, No. 78, 1. O. O, F. John
. N.G.; Jooepix Wood, Sec. Moets on Tuesday. There
are 70 members,

Fergus Lodge, No. 63, A, O. U. W, was organized three
or four years ago. John Ustace, M. W.; E. Dennis,
Recorder. Meets each alternate Friday. There are 31

and stores, which are nu are mostly built of stons, members. i
as are man dmdwdm.&mloudw . .
ios, vhich’gin it & solid, substantial appearance. Tle WE‘:’ Gosp:;;l'om J BW ""3'3‘""'(; five :

5 % , Prest. ; James Clyne,

manufacturing interests are well sustained, and the edues-
tioval facilitios ample, the schools being efficiently officered
and well patronized. The thurches are mostly of stone, of
handsome exterior, an ornament to the village and & eredit
to the promoters. The river, which divides the vi inlo
two parts, is spanned by two substantial bridges, land
rising on each side with a gentle incline. . n ably om-
ducted Mllpp-r, the News Record, s published
here, whish is well patronizsed. The population is abost
2,000,
The Monkland Woolen Mills have boen established $4
and em 12 hands in the manufacture of blankets,
Bannais, ¢ &c. James Wilson,

See. Meots monthly, There are 30 or 40 members,

F. Division Provident Association of Americs, was
ocg::m in 1879. A. Taylor, Prest. ; Thos. Hamilton,
Sec. A. Groves, M. D, ph Moets the third Mon
day in each month. There are 30 members.

Fi Mechanios Institute. G. A. Reid, LD.S., Prest. ;
R H. ,8ec; David B. H librarian. The library
contains 3,000 volumes. Nﬁw and course of lee-
tures in the winter season. are 1295 members.

The Canads Mothodist Church was erected in 1869, [t
is built of brick, with a seating ty of 400. Services
at 11 am., and 6.80 p.m. Suaday school at2.30. Pra

cdo.s;y. There

Monkland Mills were established in 1556, and contain meeting on W are 160 members.
Mma??mmwm Capacity Matthew Swann,
200 barrels a day. James Melville Church (Presb.) is a stone building, seating 600, |
Th"-vs-irh-l Works were established in n.ummnmmuxxmmc:ﬁp

.
Fergus Mills bave been established about 50 yean,

-

and contsin five runs of stones for flour, and two for oat Services st 11 am. and 7 p.m. Sunday school at i

The Fargus b b et Tt en U Bt Joauph's Chareh ub'.'.)u building, seating |
or ( & stone '

years, and employs cight or ten hands in the manufactun 250, It was orcoted in 1554, Services st 9 and 11 am. 'j
of ale and porter. Holland & Co. 1 54:

Sunday school at 3. Prayer meeting on Wodnesday.
Mint“.-nhn. Rc’v.Goo.Sullh ¢
St. Andrew's Charch (Presb,) is a stone mﬁ;s
550, It was erected about 1862, Seivices at 1] a. m.
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alternately. Sunday school at 2 pau. There are 60 fam-
ilies. Rev. J. J. Lee, of Elora, priest. :

Fergus was laid out in 1833 by Hon, Adam Ferguson
and James Webster, who built & dam and erected a saw
and grist will. Settlement commenced in 1834. Thomas
Young opened the first store. Hugh Black kept the first
hotel. St. Andrew’s (Presb.) was the first church erected,
Rev. Alex. Gardiner being the first pastor. James
McQueen was the first school teacher, uugl'lhe first post-
master, and has occupied the latter position ever since,
He, with Messrs. A. D. Ferrier, James Perry, Chas. Allan,
Mitchell & Guartshore, and others who operated the first
saw mill, were among the first settlers. In the early days
of the settlement, criminals were sentenced to extract one or
more stumps from the Main street, according to the enor-
mity of their erime, a penalty which was rigorously exacted.
T'he village was incorporated in 1857.

For the information of those who entertain the idea that
every important new invention is the product of Yankee
ingenuity, it is worthy of record that pne of the most im-
portant labor saving discoveries of the age, was the inven-
tion of an early citizen of Fergus. We rofer to the reaping
machine, which was invena by Rev. Robert Bell, w.hn
was tutor to the family of Hon. Adam Ferguson. The
model of the machine was presented to the Farmers and
Mechanics Library of Fergus, on the return of that gentle-
man to Scotland. Itsubsequently mysteriously di
from their rooms, and found its way to the States, where
it is supposed to have come into the possession of Mr,
McCormick, who modeled his reaper from it. It is a fact
that the agricultural societies of Great Britain, a few years
since, acknowledged their indebtedness to Mr Bell for
this useful invention, by presenting Lim with £6,000
sterling. .

SALEM is & post vill rettily situated on the Irvine
Ri:r, about ':::e milzgfor:ml: Elorya. It contains four shoe
shops, a foundry, cooperage, shoe peg factory, hakery, fancy
store, three hotels, tvog:anonl stores, two carriage shops,
two blacksmith shops, & ess shop, a flouring mill, tailor
shop, two breweries, a cabinet shop, a Lutheran church, and
700 mnhabitants.
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The Irvine Foundry has been established 18 years, and
employs 10 hands in the manufacture of threshing ma-
chines, plows, &e. Archibald Filshie.

The shoe peg factory of James Gladstone has been
established 14 years and employs five or six hands, tarning
oui from 10 to 12 bushels a day. \

The carriage and agricultural implement factoiy of
Robert Simpson & Son has been established 22 yems ard
employs four or five hands in the manufacture of carriazes,
wagons, plows, harrows, and other agricultural implements.

he.édem Roller Flouring Mills have been established
30 years, and turn out 100 barrels daily. John Ratz,

The Irvine Mills (roller flouring) has been established
SOEuu, and turn ont 150 barrels daily. J. & E. Wissler.

The Salem Brewery has been established 40 years and
manafactures | beer. Jacob Reuter.

The Irvine Brewery has been established eight or ten

ears and turns out 60 barrels weekly. Conrad Doer-
er.

The Lutheran Church is a brick building, seating 150.
Services each alternate Sabbath at 2 p. m. Sunday sehool
at2 p. m. Rev. John Frosch, of Elmira, pastor.

The village was laid out by Sem Wissler and surveyed
in 1856, issler & Erb kept the first store and erected
saw and grist mill, and tannery. The post-office wes
opened June 1st, 1863, with Sem Wissler as postmaster.

The township of Nichol was called after Col. Nichol,
who received it as a grant from Government for services in
the war of 1812-14. It subsequently passed into the hands
of Col. Thos. Clarke and others, of N1 Fallg, from whom
7,000 acres, or a fourth was pu:g::ed by Hon. Adam
Ferguson and James Webster. Settlement eommenced
about 1880 in the neighbourhood of Bamon‘)t"he Flewell-
ing fnmil{:hfrom the maritime provinces, being the first
settlers, ey were followed by A. F. Sherratt, James
Elmalie, John Cook, John Mutrie, Henry Metealf, Thos.
Wilson, the Scotts, Cunninghams, and others from Seotland
and England, who settled the Tth, Sth and 9th con-
cessions, James Davidson and Patrick Scanlan on the 5th
eoncession, and the Broadfoots and Dows on the 10th. In
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1834 settlement commenced along the river at Fergus. Most
of the settlers on the 11th, 12th and 18th concessions came
inin 1834 and ’35. The 14th, 15th and 16th began settling
in 1835. The first town meeting was held Jan. lst, 1832,
John Bryden and James Craig were elected joint assessors,
and John Mutrie, collector. James E'mslie was the first
town clerk. He was succeeded by James McQueen, the
present clerk, in Jan., 1887, who has retained the office ever
since. The first election of township officers and Couneil
took place in 1850, resulting in the election of Thomas
Loghrin, John Valentine, John Watt. Archibald F. Sher-
ratt and Chas Allan, Mr. Allan declining to act, John
Brockie was subsequently elected in his place. John Watt
was elected first reeve, and James McQueen, clerk.

Mr. McQueen, who was postmaster, also carried the mail
once a week to Guelph, on horseback, through the woods.
Once on this trip, on coming to a stream, he found the
bridge had been swept away %{ a flood, and he swam the
river with his horse. The mail bag got loose and floated
down the river. His clothing froze on him. He went to
a house near by, and attaching a hoe handle to arake
handle, after wading into the stream as far as possible, he
su ed in resening the bag, when, after drying his
clothes, he proceeded on his journey. During the Me-
Kenzie Rebellion Mr, McQueen would go sometimes twice
and thrice a week to Guelph to get the news. On one
occasion, to avoid the Rebels, who were appropriating all
the horses they could find, he returned a roundabout way
through Eramosa, which delayed him much beyond his
regular time. The settlers became very much alarmed at
his absence. When they heard the sound of his horn it
was very welcome news, and they all hasted out to meet him.

About 1840 a large party of %)or Highland fishermen
were sent out to Canada by the Duke of Argyle. The
were penniless and only one of them could speak English.
The authorities sent them from one puint to another, and
%00 of them were sent by teams to Fergue by the Hamilton
people, and dumped on the street, the teamsters turning
around and driving off without making an{'hexpllnationa.
What to do with them was the question. ey showed a
letter from the Duke commending them to the magis-
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trates of the Province. They thought this was all that was
necessary to compel the authorities to minister to their ne-
cessities, and were surprised when informed that the Duke
of Argyle had no more authority here than the Czar of
Russia. The settlers finally gave them homes amongst
them, and set them to work. They knew nothing of farm-
ing, but were willing to learn. Many of them subsequently
took up land, and became prosperous farmers.

PEEL township is bounded on the north by the town-
ship of Arthur ; on the east by Garafraxa ; on the south by
Nichol and Pilkington, and portions of Waterloo and
Perth counties ; and on the west by Maryborough. The
W. G. & B. R. R. passes through the central portion, with
stations at Alma, (goldstone and Drayton. The surface is
rolling in character, with a clay soil, two-thirds bein
heavy clay, of a depth of six inches, and clay subsoil, an
about one-third a clay loam of a depth of six inches, with a
subsoil of gravel and sand. One-fourth of the township is
reported first class land, one-half second class, and one-
fourth third class. It is well watered by the Conestoga
River, and other small streams. The chief produets of the
soil are spring wheat, barley, oats, peas, hay &e. A con-
siderable portion is devobeg to pasturage, stock raising
being largely engaged in. The area of the township is
74,613 acres, 48,419 of which are cleared. The timber is
principally hardwood. There are eight post offices in the
township viz : Alma, Creck Bank, radyton, Glen Allan,
Goldstone, Macton, Parker and Winfield.

AuMa is a post village on the lines of Nichol and Pilk
ington, on the Saageen road, and is a station on the W
G. & B. R R., distant from Guelph 18 miles. It contains
a harness shop, two stores, two shoe shops, two hotels, two
blacksmith shops, two wagon shops, two saw mills, &

laning mill, two chopping mills, three churches, and 225
inhabitants.

The planing and saw mill of Henry Oousins was estab-
lished in 1881. The manufacture of lumber, sash, doors,
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blinds, and a general building business is carried on.
There is aleo a run of stones for chopping.

The saw mill of James Ledingham has been established
17 years, and employs five or six hands in the manufacture
of lumber and shingles. There is also a run of stones for
chopping ‘

Alma L. O. L. No. 530, was organized about 30 years
ago. Wm, H. Cousins, W. M.; Hugh Cameron, Sec.
&ﬁet& Thursday, on or before fall moon. There are 30
members.

The Presbyterian Church is a brick building, seating
225. Services at 10.30 a. m. Sunday school after service.
There are 110 members. Rev. John Davidson.

Holy Trinity Church (Epié.) is a brick building, seating
150. Services at 3 p. m. Sunday school at 2. Rev. Mr.
Speucer, of Elora, officiates.

The Canada Methodist Church is a brick building, seat-
ing 200. It was erected in 1875, at a cost of $3,500. Ser-
vices at 10.30 a.m. and 6.30 p.m. Sunday school at 9.
Prayer meeting on Wednesday. "There are 40 or 50
members. Rev. Mr. Charlton, of Arthur, officiates.

The village was laid out about 30 years ago, by Alex.
MecCrae and Thos. Graham.

Creex Bank is a post office on the line of Pilkington,
three miles west of Alma, and 20 miles from Guelph.

Drayron is a thriving incorporated village on the Mary-
borough line, an | a station on the W. G. & B. R. R., dis-
tant 11 miles from Palmerston, and 28 from Guelph. The
Conestoga River passes through the village, affording an
excellent water privilege. The village is regularly laid
out, and as it is surrounded by a fine agricultural country,
and being on the line of railway, it has become an import-
ant shipping point for grain and cattle. A weekly paper,
the Era, is published here, which is well sustained. he
village contains a jewellery store, butcher shop, two cooper
shops, four grocery stores, two stove stores, a brick yard,
two tanneries, three general stores, a furniture store, a man-
ufactory of artificial limbs, three shoe stores, a bakery, two
drug stores, two book stores, four hotels, two blacksmith
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shops, & hardware store, a banking house, a livery stable,
harber shop, two carriage shops, two harness shops, a print-
ing office, flouring mill, saw mill, planing mill, ll;:ix, door,
and blind factory, photograph gallery, liquor store, two
u}iloring establishments, four churches, and a population
of 800.

The planing mill of F. W. Schwendiman has been es-
tablished sven years,and employs twenty hands in the
manufacture of sash, doors, blinds, and a general building
business.

The Drayton Roller Mill (flouring) has been established
20 years. There are six sets of rollers with a capacity of
5) barrels a day. R.J. Pujolas. A saw mill in connee-
tion.

The Wellington Tannery was established in 1880 and
manufactures harness and sole leather. R. Cosford & Son.

The tannery of Stricker & Co. has been established 16
years, and manufactures a general variety of leather. Four
hands are employed.

The brick yard of John Clark has been established 12
years and employs four hands, turning out 801,000 white
brick annually.

Conestoga iodge, No. 295, A. F. and A. M., was organ-
ized 10 years ago. —. Jamieson, W. M.; S. R. Dales,
Sec. Meets Tuesday on or before fall moon. There are
50 or 60 members.

Court Wellington, No. 21, LO.F., was organized Oect.
22d, 1878. Daniel Smith, M.D., C.R.; Henry Diebel,
recording secretary. Meets first and third Tuesdays.
There are 25 members.

Bethel Lodge, No. 753, 1. O.G. T. Phineas Henry,
W. C.; W. B. Sherk, Sec. Meets Wednesdays. There are
35 members.

The Christian Church is a brick building, seating 400.
Services at 11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m. Sunday school at 9.30
a.m. Prayer meeting on Tuesday. There are 100 mem-
vers. Rev. W. 8. Cowle.

The Canada Methodist Church is a frame buildi?, seat-
iszﬁﬂio. Services at 10 a. m. and 6.30 ; m. Sunday

ool at 2.30. Bible class on Monday. Prayer meeting
(Ax}.Thnrsday. There are 131 members, Rev. James Mec-
ister,
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